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PREFACE
The publication of the first volume of these memoirs brought me
many flattering comments. I was pleased that one regular contributor to
the newspapers stated "it was a good read;" I was delighted to know
that a prominent former member of the Senate found it "fantastic,"
but I was thrilled to know that it kept others of my friends awake all
night reading it!
The present volume is more political and covers a period of sixteen
years, 1949-1965, when I was either a member of the House of Com-
mons in Ottawa or the House of Assembly in St. John's. In the former
place there were 262 members of whom 92 were in the opposition. In the
House of Assemb!y in 1954 when I joined them, there were 28 members
of whom four were on the opposition side. Being one of that small band
gave me plenty of opportunity to speak, although the records show that
I had plenty to say when I was at Ottawa.
At Ottawa there was an unbroken tradition of responsible govern-
ment going back to the days of the first Prime Minister, Sir John A.
Macdonald. At St. John's there had been a gap of fifteen years when wc
were ruled by a Commission of Government. Thus, in 1949, in the first
House of Assembly of the 10th province there was only one former
member on the Government side and one on the Opposition.
No leader of a party in Canada's history had so many advantages
over the Opposition as had J.R. Smallwood in 1949. In the two months
which elapsed before his first election, vast sums of money poured into
Newfoundland so that the result of that election was never in doubt.
The new Premier prophesied he would be in power for twenty-five
years. He held office for twenty-two continuous years, a period only ex-
ceeded by Premier George Murray of Nova Scotia who was Premier for
thirty-seven years from 1886-1923, and with whom I once had the
privilege of travelling between Halifax and Montreal when he was still
in office.
When I retired from active politics I was sixty-eight years of age.
Another volume will be necessary to cover the period from 1965.
In my first volume I commented on the scarcity of books written by
former members of the House of Assembly. Recently I learned that
fourteen former members are now writing their memoirs. Good luck to
them!
In this volume an important source of my information was the
House of Commons Hansard, which we received on our desks the day
after we had spoken.
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The debates in the House of Assembly were recorded but were slow
in publication, despite repeated appeals from members of the Opposi-
tion. The last set to be published was for the year 1959.
For subsequent years there is a transcript which is difficult to
follow. I had to depend on newspaper clippings of which I had a large
number and there is a big collection in the Legislative Library. I also
had considerable correspondence with various members of my family
upon which to draw. I often had to rely on my memory alone.
It wasn't possible to do justice to all the material available. For fur-
ther information on the 1949-1959 period I would recommend students
interested in the politics or economics of our province, and newspaper
reporters who ought to be, to read the published volumes of the debates
of those ten years.
These were exciting times for Newfoundland and momentous ones
for Canada. I hope that what I have written here will stimulate others to
explore further into the records of our modern history.
W. J. Browne
St. John's, Newfoundland
November, 1984
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Chapter One
Planning for Life as an M.P. - Forming a Law Partnership
- Clients and Constituents - Divorce Cases - Magistrate's
Findings Appealed - Judge Winter's Ruling - Case
Dropped - Family News
I had resigned from the Bench where I had served as judge for fif-
teen years.
After a short, hectic campaign which heard the strangest political
speeches ever made in our history, and saw Premier Smallwood sum-
moned to court to answer four charges of undue innuence, I was elected
on June 27th, 1949, as the Member of the Parliament of Canada for St.
John's West.
A quarter of a century had passed since I was first elected to the
House of Assembly. It had been a period of promise and tragedy, of
turmoil and growth. I had participated in the last years of Responsible
Government, and observed at close range the period of Commission of
Government. I had witnessed the painful struggle to work out of the
Depression, the agitated yet prosperous years of the war, and the uncer-
tain period which followed, during which Newfoundland was brought
into Confederation with Canada. Now I was a Member of Parliament.
It was truly the beginning of a new life. In Ottawa I would be par-
ticipating in a higher level of government at a time when the activities of
government were becoming increasingly complex and Canada was play-
ing an ever more important role in world affairs. This was the time of
year when I usually went salmon fishing with my friend Father Mike
Kennedy at the North West River in Trepassey. We had been going
there every summer for about twenty years. I had visited Trepassey dur-
ing the campaign, but this year there would be no time to do any
fishing; in fact, it seemed that now my salmon fishing days were just
about over.
Some of the Liberals were not happy about the election results nor
about my courl action against the Premier. On the Monday after the
voting, two men and two women came to see me at my home. They
presented to me a letter advising me that they were receiving numerous
letters and messages and telephone calls demanding that I withdraw my
charges against Premier Smallwood, and that unless I did, thousands
would be coming into town on Thursday, July 7th and a nasty situation
might develop. I told the delegates that I had no intention of withdraw-
ing the charges and advised them to go see Mr. Curtis, the Attorney
General. One of the men said it was the first time "the common man
got something for nothing." One lady also referred to "the common
people like us." These socialist ideas were put in many people's minds
by Mr. Smallwood, who copied Sir William Coaker's phrase "the toil-
ing masses," and used it frequently. He did this to accentuate the dif-
ferences between the different classes of people in the community. My
visitors were quite cool and calm, not a bit excited, and although one
lady showed a little venom, she managed to keep it under control. Later
they all congratulated me on being elected and left. I showed the letter
to my lawyers. They made copies of it and sent one to each of the
following: The Minister of Justice, Mr. Garson, at Ottawa; the At-
torney General of Newfoundland, Mr. L.R. Curtis; and the Chief of
Police in St. John's. There was no need of any further action by me.
I had been active as a lawyer from the time of my being called to
the Bar in 1922, through the years of my political activity in the House
of Assembly under Responsible Government up to my appointment as
judge in 1934. Since the House of Commons, of which I was now a
Member, only sat for a part of the year, I would now be able to get back
to the practice of law. It was during the evening of July 4th - the day I
had been visited by the threatening delegation - that I met with two
lawyers, Rex Renouf and Arthur Lloyd at the latter's home. We had a
long friendly discussion and at the end agreed to enter a partnership. As
I would be spending long periods of time in Ottawa attending to my
duties in the House of Commons, I suggested that I should pay one-
third of the cost of running the office in St. John's and would keep any
monies that I earned for myself until we made some new arrangement.
This was satisfactory to both my new partners.
The announcement of the new law firm of Browne, Lloyd and
Renouf appeared in the DAILY NEWS, with a writeup, on July 5th. I
was very glad to join this partnership because even if I was only useful
to my partners when I was home, it was very necessary for me to have
an office where I could meet my constituents while I was in St. John's. I
was also aware of the fact that in politics anything can happen and that
even the best of politicians can be defeated. When that happens to a
Member who is a lawyer, he can always return to his practice and begin
anew to build up his depleted fortunes. My chief interest had always
been politics rather than law. While lawyers are not always the best
politicians, being a lawyer is a great advantage to a Member of Parlia-
ment or a Member of the House of Assembly; because of his training he
is better qualified than most people to analyze quickly any proposed
legislation and extract a meaning from the sometimes highly com-
plicated clauses inserted in bills by ingenious draftsmen in the Depart-
ment of Justice. Court experience is also beneficial as he must be
prepared to examine and criticize or advocate or defend new legislation
brought before the House.
In 1949 most businesses would be open during the morning on
Saturday. Lawyers would be at their desks and the judges on their ben-
ches in the courts. Accordingly, I went to my office every day, Monday
to Saturday. Most of my work consisted of advising people, counselling
them, and appearing for persons charged with offences in the
Magistrate's Court. As I was familiar with the practice and procedure in
the Magistrate's Court and knew all the officials and most of the police,
I felt quite at home there. Arthur Lloyd thought when we became part-
ners that because I had a degree in engineering, I would be particularly
useful in handling patent cases, of which he used to get a good many
before Confederation. Patent law, however, we soon learned, came
under Federal jurisdiction, so that source of income disappeared, as the
cases would be handled in Ottawa.
We had no sooner advertised the new firm of Browne, Lloyd and
Renouf in the newspapers than some people who had known me when I
was judge began to come and see me. I had no better clients than the
Chinese people, with many of whom I had become very friendly. The
Chinese had to take out citizenship papers, so they came to me to help
them become Canadian citizens. The very first man to get his citizenship
certificate was my friend Hong Wing John, now living in Richmond,
British Columbia, and the first Chinese lady to receive her citizenship
papers was his wife May Foo Hong. Wing John, according to the
Chinese custom, had gone to Hong Kong to get married. On his return,
Wing brought his wife into my office in the Renouf Building and in-
troduced me to her. She was specially dressed for the occasion and
looked very attractive in her Chinese costume. I got to know the Hongs
very well. They were good citizens, but in addition, they became good
friends of my family. Mrs. Hong was intelligent, good natured and gen-
tle and possessed of an unusually clever brain. She and her husband
showed great foresight in anticipating the slowdown at the mines on
Bell Island and in moving to Richmond on the outskirts of Vancouver
where their talents and industry found greater scope. Mrs. Hong's
mother lived with them, and although she could speak very little
English, she was able to mind the store when Wing and his wife were
away. She knew how to count money and make change. She too was a
very kind woman and very religious; in fact, this family was an example
to anybody of any race.
Obtaining citizenship papers for persons of Chinese origin became
one of my chief occupations. I thought the Chinese people came to me
because of the high regard they had for me. Although some of them
probably did come to my office on that account, I was taken aback later
when I discovered that other lawyers were charging fees 50 per cent
higher than my own! The kind of work involved in making out applica-
tions for grants of citizenship was not the usual sort of professional ser-
vice which the Law Society considered in preparing its scale of fees.
Each lawyer had to make up his own bill for services according to the
time involved and the value he placed upon that time and the overhead
of his office. I hadn't appreciated the fact that since 1934 the fees
payable to lawyers had gone up considerably, nor was I aware that my
services now as a senior man who had been called to the Bar twenty-
seven years before, commanded a much higher fee than a junior lawyer.
Whatever the reason, I made many friends amongst the Chinese. All of
them were supporters of the Nationalist cause under Generalissimo
Chiang Kai-shek, whom I had always admired. I organized one of their
two societies, the Hong Heing Society on William's Lane. I also helped
them get close relatives in from Hong Kong. Sometimes I had a suspi-
cion that the people who were brought in weren't really "close"
relatives. However, they proved to be honest, industrious citizens well
able to make their living in the restaurant trade. One of my friends was
the late Charlie Hong. He was a great sport but he was taken ill and died
shortly after. He became a Catholic before he died. I was his godfather
at his baptism.
The finance companies hadn't yet established themselves in New-
foundland. Accordingly, when a person wanted a loan he would go to a
lawyer, and if he (the lawyer) were a Member, so much the better. It
wasn't surprising, therefore, that some of my new constituents, who
wouldn't attempt to ask a bank manager for a loan, would come to me
to help them, as they used to do before I became a judge. They didn't
want a lot of money, they only wanted enough to repair their houses or
put on an addition. One man brought the deed of his land which he of-
fered as security for a loan of sixty dollars. I went up with him to see his
home. When he opened the front door there was his aged mother in a
big feather bed, watching television on the largest set I had ever seen. I
lent him the money and forgot all about it. I never heard from him until
several years later when the federal authorities undertook to improve
the layout of houses high up on the Brow, as that part of the Southside
Hills in St. John's is called. I was in Ottawa when I received a letter
from Mr. Nathaniel Noel, a prominent lawyer in St. John's and now the
Honourable Mr. Justice Noel of the Supreme Court, inquiring if I had
the deed of property belonging to this Mr. C. who lived on the Brow. I
had the document all right and sent it to Mr. Noel. A short time later I
received my money from the lawyer with the comment "you must lead a
good life."
I'm sure all politicians used to have requests like that or like the
case of the farmer who came to congratulate me on being elected. He
assured me how he and his family and his relatives had worked hard to
put me in and he wished me every success in Ottawa. After my visitor
told me how he had been helping me, he said he wanted me to do
something for him. I replied, "I'll do the best I can." He said:
"/ was just down to the bank manager looking for a lillIe loan of
$3,000.00 and he said to me 'Do you know any prominent men in town'
and / said 'Yes, / know Judge Browne, our Member' and he said 'Proper
man. Go and see him and get him to put his name on the back of this
note and come back to me and I'll give you the money. ' "
I don't know whether the bank manager expected me to sign the note
but I did sign it and the farmer went back to the bank and got his
money. And he repaid it too. But when it was paid up he came back to
me again. In the meantime the federal government had adopted a policy
of guaranteeing loans made by the banks to farmers seeking funds for
agricultural purposes. I pointed that out to my friend and suggested
that he go and see the bank manager now and ask him to make the loan
because the federal government would guarantee it. He went off and I
fear he didn't get the loan, because when I called around at his door in
the next election I received anything but a hearty welcome. Conditions
have changed a lot during the past thirty years. We have been inundated
with finance companies and loan companies and trust companies and
other lending institutions, so that for several years anybody with any
assets or even a job has been able to get a loan without any difficulty.
Unfortunately, the interest rates, even those charged by banks, are at a
level today that thirty years ago would have seemed usurious.
I hadn't been long back in the practice of law before I had visits
from several ladies who had been having trouble of one sort or another
with their husbands. I had dealt with cases of this sort in Magistrate's
Court and was familiar with the problems which would justify an ap-
plication to Parliament for an act granting divorce. Upon reflection and
after consultation with an esteemed Catholic priest, I decided not to ac-
cept any cases from those seeking divorce. I never took a case of that
kind. The procedure to obtain divorce was at that time much more in-
volved and expensive than it is today. It required a payment to the Clerk
of the Senate in Ottawa of the sum of two hundred dollars for expenses.
There had to be eight hundred copies of the Bill printed. Lawyers in St.
John's required a down payment of about one thousand dollars and
they would probably engage a lawyer in Ottawa to handle the pro-
ceedings before the Senate where these Bills always had to be introduc-
ed.
The reader may wonder what happened to the action I had taken
against Mr. Smallwood before the election (Vol. I, Ch. 22). It is a
truism that the wheels of justice, like the wheels of the gods, grind slow-
ly. When I applied for the arrest of Premier Smallwood on June 13th on
the grounds of intimidation of voters in four settlements in the district
of Ferryland, he engaged the services of Mr. Philip Lewis, K.C. At the
hearing Mr. Lewis raised the question of lack of jurisdiction on the part
of the magistrate to hear the case under the Dominion Elections Act,
because the Criminal Code of Canada had not been applied to our pro-
vince. Isaac Mercer, Q.c. acting on my behalf, replied that this was ab-
surd. Our courts were capable of hearing criminal cases. The Election
Act was like any other law. Magistrate O'Neill took time to consider the
matter but it wasn't until the day following the election that he gave his
decision. It was a long and carefully prepared judgment in which the
magistrate examined the arguments at length. He held that the Domi-
nion Elections Act of 1938 became law in Newfoundland by virtue of
the authority given the Governor General in Council under Section 18
of the Terms of Union and there was nothing to show that any penal
section of the Act shouldn't apply to Newfoundland.
He concluded his ruling with the words:
"I hold that there is authority in Newfoundland Courts of summary
jurisdiction to deal with offences against the Dominion Elections Act
1938 in a summary manner and therefore I cannot accede to the motion
of learned counsel for the defendant that the prosecutions be dismissed
at this stage. "
Mr. Smallwood's lawyer didn't accept this decision and gave notice of
his intention to appeal to the Supreme Court of Newfoundland. This
meant that the case couldn't be heard at the earliest until sometime in
October.
The penalties for an offence against the Election Act are very
severe:
"Any person who is guilty of any indictable offence against this Act is
liable on indictment or on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding
$2,000.00 and costs of the prosecution or to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding two years with or without hard labour or to both such fine and
costs and such imprisonment.
"In addition to that punishment, any person who is found guilty of a
corrupt practice shall during the sel'en years following the report of his
conviction, be incapable of being elected to, or sitting in the House of
Commons or even of voting at any election ofa member of the House of
Commons or of holding any office in the nomination of the Crown or
the Governor in Council. "
It will thus be seen that this was a very serious offence and if the
Premier had been convicted it would have had a lasting effect upon his
career. As the evidence was very strong and corroborated by over a
score of witnesses, the idea of the defence was not to have an immediate
trial but to delay or evade a trial. When the case was resumed on July
7th, Mr. Lewis moved that the matter be heard by indictment before the
Supreme Court. Mr. Mercer argued against this course. Magistrate
O'Neill took time to consider the motion of Mr. Lewis and on July 25th
he handed down another judgment and ruled that the defendant had the
right to elect to be tried by indictment even though the complainant
wished the hearing to be before a Court of Summary Jurisdiction (i.e. a
magistrate). Mr. Mercer then applied to the Magistrate to state and sign
a case for the opinion of the Supreme Court. The matter came before
Judge Winter of the Supreme Court on October 12th. The latter held
that a summary conviction was a procedure governed by the Criminal
Code which didn't yet apply to Newfoundland and since the offence
was an indictable one, only trial by indictment was possible. He also
decided that even if the Criminal Code had been in force in New-
foundland, the defendant would still have the right to be tried by jury if
he so wished.
Cases arising out of an election campaign are few. Those which are
begun are often postponed so many times that the complainant loses
patience and interest. When I brought the case to the attention of the
Chief Electoral Officer, Mr. Jules Castonguay at Ottawa, he seemed to
dismiss the matter rather contemptuously, wondering cynically whether
the case would ever come to trial and stating that there had never been a
case like it in the history of Canadian elections. I might add that there
had never been a case like this in the history of Newfoundland elections.
The Criminal Code had not been introduced into Newfoundland
because the officials in the Department of Justice at Ottawa felt that
there were so many other acts to digest, it would be too great a strain on
the magistrates to have the Criminal Code piled on top of what they
already had to do. It was not brought into effect until August, 1950.
As the election had been held on the 27th of June, and I had been
elected, the excitement had died down and things had gone back to nor-
mal. Some of my constituents in the places where the Premier had
issued his threats felt now that we had won the election it was just as
well to go no further with the matter. One of them claimed that he was
already suffering for his attitude in June. Because of the delays, the
costs, the hardship to the witnesses, and because I had been elected -
perhaps as a result of Mr. Smallwood's rash intervention - I decided to
take no further steps against the Premier and the case was dropped.
I now had to plan for my family for the next four years. My
daughter Marjorie had been married the year before. She was a nurse
and her husband, Art Leahey, an engineer. He was from Saint John,
New Brunswick and had been a student at St. Mary's College and the
Nova Scotia Technical Institute when Marjorie was training to be a
nurse at the Halifax Infirmary. Art had been a fine athlete and had star-
red on the Nova Scotia Tech football team. They were living in Wind-
sor, Nova Scotia, where he worked with the U.S. Gypsum Company
and she worked at the Windsor Hospital.
My eldest son Billy had already been four years at the Jesuit
Novitiate in Guelph. I hadn't recently been able to get up to see him,
but in the middle of July I received a letter from him telling me that the
prefect of studies had been pleased with his work and he was expecting
to move to Toronto to the Seminary. The course of training for a Jesuit
is very long; thirteen years from the time of entry until ordination. Since
Billy had entered in 1945, we could look forward to his ordination to
Wedding of Marjorie and Arthur Leahey, with his mother and the Author
the priesthood in 1958.
During the previous two years, Edward had been to school at
Loyola College with the Jesuits in Montreal. I once asked Ted Gillies,
who was a student in a higher grade, how Ed was doing in hockey. Ted
was himself a very fine hockey player. He replied, " Basketball is his
sport." It was to continue to be so for a long time. Actually, he was an
all-round athlete. Now Edward would have to change his school again.
He would come to Ottawa with me and become a boarder at St.
Patrick's High School, which was run by the Oblates. That was the
usual way of referring to the members of the Order of Mary Im-
maculate (a.M.!.). Peter's health had forced him to give up his objec-
tive of becoming a priest and he now went to Toronto to study piano at
the Conservatory of Music. With Billy and Peter in Toronto, it would
be very feasible for Edward and me to go there on an occasional
weekend and we could all see each other.
Peter had to find a place to stay and also a place where he could
practise. This wasn't easy. Later, much later, he lived at St. Michael's
College and he used to practise in the basement, in a room that was a
former coal cellar. I am sure the neighbours must have been quite sur-
prised to hear musical sounds coming from such a place. However,
when he went there first, after a couple of days, he found a suitable
home where there was a fairly good piano on which he was permitted to
practise as much as he wished. He was also in close touch with his
brother Billy who, after a month's holiday in the beautiful Muskoka
region of Ontario, moved to the Seminary in Toronto to take his course
in Philosophy. The Seminary was an old building situated in the south
part of Toronto, near the railway tracks. Before the Jesuits took it over,
it had been occupied as a school conducted by the Sisters of Loretto.
There is a story that when the nuns moved they left some statues
behind. When one of these was taken down in the course of renova-
tions, someone discovered a petition under the statue of Our Lord
which read: "Dear Lord, please help us to get out of this awful place."
After using it for several years, the Jesuits disposed of it to the
TORONTO TELEGRAM and they built a magnificent seminary at
Willowdale, a few miles north of Toronto.
Madeleine (who had decided not to marry Paul Buisson) would
stay with me in Ottawa and keep house for me until I got settled down.
She had spent most of her summer at Windsor with Marjorie, who had
taken leave of absence from her job at the hospital and was getting
ready to welcome her first baby. Madeleine was naturally a great help to
her sister at this time, especially as the weather was so hot that it was
hard for Marjorie to do any work, even around the house.
My housekeeper Gladys and her husband Bill Doyle, who had been
with me for several years, stayed on and kept house for an American
major and his family to whom I rented my residence in St. John's. Dur-
ing that summer of 1949, Edward and his friend Jackie Hiscock had
been employed for part of the time running the canteen at Rennie's
River swimming pool which was situated about two hundred yards from
our house. When the pool was closed in the evenings, the two boys
would bring their goods to our house in a wheelbarrow and leave them
there until the next day. It was hard to think that the pool had been in
existence for over twenty years. It had been officially opened when Billy
was born in 1928, and he was now twenty-one. All of my children learn-
ed to swim there, but Edward was easily the best swimmer of them all,
and a good oarsman too. In 1950 he rowed in the juvenile race at the
Regatta in a crew from Rennie's Pool and his boat won. He grew very
fond of rowing and rowed for St. Bon's Old Boys in the annual Regatta
until 1959.
I was getting well settled in my law practice when, towards the lat-
ter part of August, I received a notice from the Clerk's office at Ottawa
that the House would open on Thursday, the 15th of September. As this
was to be my first visit to Ottawa in thirty years, I decided to arrive
several days ahead of the opening. In those days, there was no road
across Newfoundland and air traffic from St. John's was still quite
undependable, so Madeleine and I went to Ottawa the normal way, by
train. En route we stopped at Windsor, Nova Scotia where Marjorie
and her husband Art were rejoicing in their first born son, who had
been christened Thomas. It was a great pleasure for me to see the happy
family and to discover what a delightful little fellow Tommy, my first
grandchild, was.
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Chapter Two
Olfawa - Alan Fleming - George Drew and his Colleagues
- House of Commons - First Session - Speech from the
Throne - 5.5. Noronic Disaster - Maiden Speech -
Divorce Debate - Crime Comics - Apostolic Delegate -
Father Daniel Lord, S.J. - Gordon Higgins' Maiden Speech
- External Ajfairs - Death ql Alan Fleming
I had been in correspondence with myoid friend Alan Fleming
during the summer, and had advised him of our arrival. When our train
pulled into Ottawa's Union Station two days after leaving Halifax,
Alan was waiting for us on the platform. He drove us to the Rox-
borough Apartments, only a few blocks from the station, where his wife
had found a small but comfortable apartment for us. It was one of the
choicest places in Ottawa, centrally located and only a few minutes'
walk from the Parliament Buildings. We soon found that Prime
Minister St. Laurent and his wife were staying there, as were other
members of Parliament.
Alan and his wife Mae were very kind to us. They brought us to
dinner at their home, and also invited us to the popular Royal Ottawa
Golf Club across the river in Hull, Quebec, where both of them were
II
Alan and Mae Fleming on their wedding day in October, 1930
members. They enabled us to see the glory of the trees in the National
Park in the Gatineau Valley. They had one child, Margot, who was
about the same age as Edward. We were to see Alan, Mae and Margot
many times during our first session in Ottawa.
As soon as I could 1 went to the House of Commons and met our
Leader, Mr. George Drew, his lieutenants John Diefenbaker, Howard
Green, Don Fleming, and many other members of the Conservative
Party. Clair Casselman, the Party Whip, showed me the office which 1
was to share for four years with Gordon Higgins. "Cass," as everyone
called our Whip, had been elected in every general election since 1921
- eight times.
The Houses of Parliament are very attractive buildings. There are
three of them, the centre block and the east and west blocks. In 1949, all
the members had their offices in the centre block. This is a fine stone
structure with a tall central tower that houses a carillon which is fre-
quently played. Thousands of visitors every year are brought up by
elevators to a room near the top of the tower where they can see the
bells being rung or watch the great clock ticking. At this place there is a
parapet all around the tower so that people can look out over Ottawa in
all directions and see the countryside for several miles. A lower level
contains the Memorial Chapel and here can be seen a great scroll listing
the names of all the men and women who died in the wars of Canada
since 1914. The book has many pages of names and a page is turned
every day.
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This building was erected after the fire in 1916 had destroyed the
previous building. Fortunately, the splendid library escaped harm. A
special room which had been built for the Prime Minister had been
made fireproof and this too escaped damage, so that when the Prime
Minister, Sir Robert Borden, visited it the next morning, he found his
hat and coat undisturbed and the "papers on his desk had not even been
singed." By the main entrance one arrives at the great central Hall of
Fame with its beautiful stone walls. I was surprised to see sculptors
working on the pillars. So vast is this hall, and so intricate the carving
that it is expected that this job will never be finished! Each party had a
special room for its caucus. I In our caucus room there were busts of Sir
John A. MacDonald, Sir Robert Borden and Lord Bennett, our most
famous Conservative Prime Ministers up 10 that time.
The House of Commons consists of a large wide room with a high
ceiling. The speaker sits on a chair modelled after the one at
Westminster in London, England. The Government members sit to the
right of the Speaker and the Opposition to his left. There are five rows
of double desks on each side. In 1949, the Government overflowed onto
the left side on the part nearest the Speaker. Next came the official Op-
position and then the other parties.
Because of the system of voting in Canada, there was an over-
whelming proportion of Liberal members in the 21st Parliament. Of the
262 seats in the House of Commons, the Liberals held 190 - a record.
The Progressive Conservatives formed the largest opposition group,
with 41 seats. Then came the Co-operative Commonwealth Federation
(C.C.F.) with 13, and the Social Credit party of Alberta with 10.
Various independents held the remaining 8 seats.
The formal opening of the first session of the new Parliament at
Ottawa on the 15th of September, 1949, was very much like the opening
of Parliament in St. John's in the days of Responsible Government.
We then had an Upper House - the Legislative Council- with powers
similar to those of the Senate. However, we took two days 10 do what
was done in one day at Ottawa.
On the morning of opening day (the members of the House were
sworn in at a private ceremony beforehand) we were summoned to the
Senate by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, who was then deputy
to the Governor General. When we arrived at the Senate Chamber, we
were informed that the Governor General couldn't see us until we had
elected a Speaker. We were asked to go back to the House of Commons
and do this and to return at 3 o'clock. The election of a Speaker was a
formality because the person to be chosen had been decided upon
beforehand. It is customary at Ottawa to alternate between a French-
speaking Speaker in one Parliament and an English-speaking Speaker in
IA l'allclIs([Jossibly frolllthcAlgonqllin word foradviscr)isa Illcctingofthclllclllbersofa party
10 furllllllatcpolicy. appo;nt partycollllllittces, etc
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Sir John A. Macdonald, Canada's First Prime Minister and Leader of the
Conservative Party
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the next Parliament. In a House where 25 per cent of the members
speak French as their mother tongue, it is desirable that the Speaker
should have a good knowledge of both languages. On this occasion it
was arranged for Mr. Ross Macdonald to become Speaker. He had
already been Deputy Speaker for four years and was admirably suited
for the job, not only because of the experience he gained during that
time, but because he was a very pleasant and popular man and was
already well known to the great majority of the members in the new
Parliament. After the preliminaries, the session was formally opened
with a Speech from the Throne by His Excellency Field Marshal the
Right Honourable Viscount Alexander of Tunis. This was delivered in
the Senate Chamber, a smaller room than the House of Commons, as
there were only one hundred senators.
The first item in the Speech from the Throne referred to the
satisfaction generally felt at the restoration to health of King George
VI, who had been ill. Then the speech went on
"The opening of the 2Jst Parliament is marked by the presence for the
first time of the representatives of the new Province ofNewfoundland. Jt
is a pleasure for me to welcome their participation in the national
affairs of a greater Canada. "
The speech dealt with many important matters of a national and inter-
national character. The first was an announcement that the Govern-
ment intended to bring in legislation to ask the British Parliament to
amend the British North America Act of 1867, so that the Supreme
Court of Canada would become the court of last resort in the nation.
This meant that appeals to the Privy Council would be abolished.
Another petition to be sent to the British Parliament would ask for a
further amendment to the British North America Act, one which would
permit the Parliament of Canada to amend the constitution in matters
not of direct concern to the provinces or to which the provinces made
no objection. Bills were to be introduced to promote the economy and
the development of multilateral trade. We were informed that Canada
was enjoying prosperity, although the countries of western Europe were
still struggling hard to overcome the ravages of war.
When we got back to the Commons Chamber the Speaker's first
duty was to announce:
"The House having aI/ended on His Excellency the Governor General in
the Senate Chamber, I informed His Excellency that the choice of
Speaker had fallen upon me and in the name of the members of the
House of Commons and on their behalf I made the usual claim for our
privileges which His Excellency was pleased to confirm."
It has long been customary on opening day for the Speaker of the
Senate to hold a reception to which Members, their spouses, their guests
and the press are invited. This animated and glittering gathering - now
called a "vin d'honneur" is a most pleasant and delightful affair.
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The debate on the Speech from the Throne began the following
day, when Maurice Boisvert from Nicolet-Yamaska in the province of
Quebec proposed the motion for the address in reply. His motion was
seconded by Arthur Laing of Vancouver South. The proposer was a
lawyer who showed a wide knowledge of national and international af-
fairs, although he represented a constituency which was 70 per cent
agricultural. Because the people in his constituency were pr'edominant-
Iy French speaking - only about three hundred others lived there - he
delivered almost all of his speech in French. Like most speakers who
are specially assigned the duty of starting the debate on the address in
reply, he spent considerable time in praising his leader and his party for
the recent unprecedented victory. He himself, however, had received a
majority of only 528 out of 20,000 votes. As there was no simultaneous
translation of speeches in the House of Commons at that time, most of
the members had to wait until the next day to be able to read a transla-
tion of his speech in Hansard. Mr. Boisvert spoke for about one minute
in English, in which he was equally fluent, but he said that in doing this
he was acting in accordance with established custom and his duty. He
told us "the French spoken in Quebec is not the fancy French spoken in
Paris." In his opinion it is the old language of the 17th century such as
we find in the works of Moliere. He was very flattering in his reference
to the proposed legislation; "Never," he said, "since Confederation
has more important legislation been submitted for the approval of
Parliament."
Mr. Laing, who was an agriculturalist, came from the city of Van-
couver. Both speakers welcomed the members from Newfoundland but
Mr. Laing referred to
"that great and beautiful Province of Newfoundland, and I hope they'll
be happy here and that the province will grow and develop in the at-
mosphere offreedom and equality that is characteristic of the Canadian
family."
Mr. Laing also told us about the beauties of Vancouver South and of
his great and rich province of British Columbia. We also learned that
his constituency contained a larger number of homeowners than any
other one in Canada. Both men were excellent speakers and deserved
the fulsome praise their speeches received from subsequent participants
in the debate. The House adjourned at 4:40 p.m.; the formalities were
now over.
Before the House met on Monday a terrible calamity occurred. The
S.S. NORONIC, lying alongside her pier in Toronto, caught fire early
Saturday morning. Over 125 persons lost their lives in the disaster. I
knew the ship well, having worked on the S.S. HURONIC, her sister
ship, during the summer of 1916. The S.S. NORONIC was the largest
of the three tourist ships of the Northern Navigation Company that
made weekly round trips in summer between Detroit and Duluth. At the
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time of the fire in 1949, there were 520 passengers aboard, 500 of whom
were Americans. I was saddened by this tragic end to this popular ship.
Many of the other speakers during the first few days 01" the session
made reference to Newfoundland, welcoming it as a province of, and
partner in, the Dominion of Canada. We were now a part of a great na-
tion with ten provinces and two great northern territories, part of a
country, one of the largest in the world, stretching from sea to sea, from
Cape Spear near St. John's, the most easterly point of North America,
to the Queen Charlotte Islands in the Pacific Ocean. The population of
Canada was forty times as great as that of Newfoundland. We were to
become familiar with a higher level of government, one which not only
made the laws for thirteen millions of people in Canada but made
treaties with other nations for the regulation of trade and commerce
and the preservation of peace, and played an important part in the ac-
tivities of the United Nations. There was much for us to learn. Three of
our men, Bradley, Higgins, and Ashbourne, had been members of the
Firsl Newfoundland members of Parliament: Thomas G. W. Ashbourne, F. Gordon
Bradley, Chesley W. Carter, Gordon F. Higgins, Leonard T. Slick, William R. Kent,
William J. Browne
National Convention, and had served on the delegation from that body
which spent over three months in Ottawa in the hot summer of 1947,
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hammering out the proposed terms of an agreement for Newfoundland
to become the tenth province.
It was not until Wednesday, the 21st of September, that I spoke
before the House of Commons. I was the first Newfoundlander to
speak in the House. In my maiden speech I said:
"Everyone has seemed so genuinely glad to have us here, and, as we have
been treated with such universal kindness and courtesy, I would deem it
ungracious if we didn't make suitable acknowledgement of their treat-
ment. I am deeply conscious of the unique honour that has been bestow-
ed upon me and, if I may say so, it is somewhat ironical that I, who
fought Confederation as long as I could, should be the one to whom this
honour and privilege have been given ...
It should be the highest honour that can come to any man to be selected
to come here and help pass the laws of his country. It should be his
proudest ambition and hisfondest hope that by the excellence ofher laws
Canada herself should become ever more worthy of the respect and ad-
miration of the other nations of the world. "
I urged the Minister of Agriculture, Mr. Gardiner, to try and ar-
range that experimental stations, such as are in operation in other pro-
vinces, be set up in Newfoundland.
I also said:
"I am proud to be the representative, not only of the industrious fisher-
folk of the districts ofFerryland, Placentia and St. Mary's but also of the
people of the City of St. John's. "
I told of the efforts of the Responsible Government League to have
Responsible Government restored. However, I stated later in my
speech:
"I am sure honourable members must be curious to know what would be
the attitude of those of us who fought hard against Confederation, who
were opposed to Confederation in principle or who were opposed to the
means by which it was brought about, or who are opposed to the terms
which are inadequate. Having given careful thought to this important
matter, I should like to say that we accept the fact of Confederation and
that, in the interest of peace, harmony and unity we shall work for the
welfare and benefit of the country as (/ whole. But, Mr. Speaker, we shall
always look for and expect just treatment on the part of the Govern-
ment."
I spoke on the subject of the Terms of Union with Canada. Many
people - then, as now - thought that Newfoundland would be receiv-
ing a great deal from Canada without having to give anything in return.
I pointed out that in terms of National Debt the citizens of New-
foundland had owed two hundred dollars per capita before Confedera-
tion. Now because of the larger Canadian national debt, the per capita
debt in the province had risen to fourteen hundred dollars! I showed
that after the Newfoundland income tax, Customs tax and Excise taxes
were lost - these being now in the Federal domain - all that was left of
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revenue for Newfoundland was2 $7,000,000. I also touched on other
matters relating to the fishing, the mining and the forest industries, as
well as the housing problem which at the time was very difficult. I spoke
for forty minutes, the full amount allotted to speakers. I was later in-
formed that one of the persons sitting in the distinguished visitors'
gallery above my head was the Premier of Newfoundland, Honourable
J. R. Smallwood.
I sent out to my constituents 4,300 copies of my maiden speech,
about which the Ottawa Journal had this to say:
"NEWFOUNDLAND IN PARLIAMENT
Browsing rhrough Hansard, reading rhe speeches of Newfoundland
MPs, we are beginning ro rhink rhar one of rhe chief beneficiaries of
union will be our House of Commons. The men from rhe ancienr colony
nor only read well; rheir speeches are knowledgeable, spiced wirh
humour, and seem ro have some sense ofproporrion. Especially good we
rhoughr was rhe address of Mr. Browne of Sr. John's Wesr.
"Time was when rhe men of rhe Maririme Provinces cur a wide
swarh in Parliamenr; rhe Howes and Tuppers and a long line of succes-
sion. They haven't been doing nearly so well in recem years, bur ir may
be rhar Newfoundland will redress rhe balance. Indeed ir may be rhar
Newfoundland by irs example, giving rhe members from rhe arher pro-
vinces somerhing ro shoor ar, will berrer debare as a whole. There is room
for berrermenr. "
The next day, September 22nd, my colleague from St. John's East,
Gordon Higgins, spoke in the House. As Gordon had been a member of
the delegation that went to Ottawa in the summer of 1947 to negotiate
the Terms of Union, he was intimately familiar with matters relating to
the agreement. He also knew personally many of the Cabinet Ministers
and Government officials. Gordon gave a fine speech, which was well
received. He spoke at length of the contributions that Newfoundland
made to Canada upon becoming a province. Our buildings, ships,
railway, airports, wharves, custom houses, rights of way were things on
which a precise value could not be set, but they represented many
millions of dollars. Quoting Section 29 of the Terms of Union, he il-
lustrated the need for a speedy reconsideration of the financial ar-
rangements by telling an old political story which has been told in New-
foundland for many years.
"A member of rhe governmenr was addressing his consriruenrs and said
ro rhem, 'When rhis governmenr came inro power you were groaning
under raxarion. How are you now?' A voice came from rhe back of rhe
hall: 'We are roo "wake" ro groan. ' I hope rhar rhis will nor be ler go so
long that we in Newfoundland will be too weak ro groan abour a revision
of rhis union of our province wirh Canada. "
2The actual provincial revenuc for 1949-50 amounted to $3,848.000. This was supplement cd by
three unconditional grants (induding thc transitional grant of $6,500.000) amounting to
$13,285,000, and twocunditional grants of $1.858,000 for a total rcvcnuc for Ncwfoundland of
$18,991,000 in thc fiscal year 1949-50
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A portion of the time of Members was spent in various committees
which were set up early in the session. Sometimes these committees had
great powers, such as that of calling witnesses, and sitting while the
House was in session. I was glad to be on the Agriculture and Coloniza-
tion Committee for I had always had a great interest in farming,
especially as it applied to Newfoundland. I was also on the committees
that dealt with public accounts, parliamentary printing, and natural
resources.
One subject that aroused heated debate during the session was the
matter of divorce. At that time eight of the provinces had divorce
courts: two - Quebec and Newfoundland - did not. People in these
provinces who wished to divorce could only do so by having a private
bill passed by Parliament. This is in keeping with Section 91 of the
British North America Act which grants to the Parliament exclusive
jurisdiction to legislate on divorce.
On October 14th, 1949, the House was considering the motion for
the second reading of 45 divorce bills.
It was opposed by Mr. Paul E. Gagnon, an Independent member
from Quebec who stated in French (this is the translation):
"/ wish once again, Mr. Speaker, to protest against these divorce bills. /t
is a shame and a disgrace for representatives of the people who should
protect the higher interest of their constituents, to act contrary to God's
authority and contribute to the destruction of the family - that social
entity upon which depends the life of nations. Tonight, we are asked to
approve these anti-Christian and anti-social measures, although we
haven't even looked into the false evidence submitted to the Committees
during the enquiries that preceded these decisions. Marriage being in-
dissoluble and of divine origin cannot be dissolved by man. "
He quoted from the gospel of St. Matthew where Our Lord com-
manded:
"What God has joined together, leI no man put asunder".
Mr. Gagnon was followed by General Pearkes V.C., M.P. for
Nanaimo, B.C., who stated in part:
"/ rise to endorse the sentiments just expressed by the Honourable
Member from Chicoutimi. / rise as a Protestant because / have the same
feeling of revulsion as the Honourable Member has given voice to, in
passing these various divorce bills without due consideration. / feel
humiliated that / should have sat here during the whole of the last Parlia-
ment ofCanada and on various occasions have seen twenty, thirty, forty
or fifty bills asking for the relief of various individuals presented to the
House of Commons. / wonder why these bills were presented to the
House ofCommons. / have always believed in the sanctity of the family.
From my earliest boyhood [felt that the British Empire, now called the
Commonwealth, with Canada, has had all its history based upon thefact
that the backbone of the nation was the unity in the family life of the
very humblest of her citizens, and therefore it has been extremely repug-
nant to me that / should be called upon to pass these billsfor the reliefof
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the various individuals without a proper examination of the causes and
reasons as to why those concerned are entitled to relief. "
I also spoke on the Bill pointing out the necessity for, and the ad-
vantages of, attempting reconciliation. Many others took part in this
debate but most of the members were objecting to the use of Parliament
for divorce and favoured the establishment of courts in the provinces
concerned. They were not opposed to divorce, per se.
Another bill on which I spoke was one introduced by Davie Fulton,
the Conservative member from Kamloops, B.C., dealing with the sup-
pression of crime comics - those publications which exploited murder
and other crimes to the detriment of young children. I said that some of
the most interesting subjects debated in the House are brought up by
private members, and that such subjects seemed to win the approval of
the honourable members on both sides of the House. I thought it was
interesting to find a discussion taking place on such a high moral plane
as this one, and, in this materialistic age, it was consoling to find
members so concerned about matters affecting the morals of our young
people. I thought that some were inclined to exaggerate the effect of
such readings, but they did have an effect upon young persons of weak
minds or those who, through bad associations, are prone to fall victim
to the temptations which come to them through reading literature of
that sort.
Later in my speech I showed what we had done in Newfoundland
to counteract this problem in a positive way. We established children's
libraries, particularly in St. John's, but also in the travelling library
where we had a section for the use of children. We also had library pro-
grams frequently on radio, and I could speak with personal knowledge
because I was in charge of that section of library work. I thought that a
practical approach to the problem consisted in placing good literature
before the boys and girls and stressing it continually in schools, in radio
programs and articles in the press, and I thought that that would do as
much, if not more than, legislation of the sort suggested in the Bill. At
the same time, however, when an obvious evil existed, I believed it was
the duty of Parliament to put it down by statutory enactment. After I
had finished, the Prime Minister, Mr. St. Laurent, came over to our
side of the House and talked to Davie Fulton. Then he came up to
where I was sitting and called me out to the lobby and spoke to me
about what he might do in amending the Act. He seemed just as con-
cerned as we were that the subject should be dealt with. It was my first
meeting with Mr. St. Laurent. It was a pleasant surprise.
This Bill of Davie Fulton was enacted into law during the Session.
The Minister of Justice, Mr. Garson - probably at the urging of the
Prime Minister - went to considerable trouble to canvass the attorneys
general of all the provinces on an appropriate draft of a section most
suitable to prevent the publication and distribution of crime comics.
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The law was passed as amended and is to be found in the Criminal Code
today. Davie received the congratulations of almost all the speakers and
these included members from all parties in the House. He was a lucid
speaker; he was rational, objective and courteous in the handling of this
important piece of legislation.
It was on the day that I had spoken on that Bill that I received an
invitation from Reverend Father William Carew (now Apostolic Pro-
Nuncio to Japan) of the Apostolic Delegation in Ottawa to go to the
residence of the Apostolic Delegate next day for lunch. Gordon Higgins
was also invited but was away.
On my arrival at the Delegate's residence I was shown into a draw-
ing room that had armchairs all around a red carpet, a picture of a
Madonna with Our Lord and St. John the Baptist over the mantlepiece,
and a small throne and canopy at the end. When the Apostolic Delegate
- the Most Reverend Hildebrand Antoniutti - came I had a chance to
study him carefully. I hadn't seen him since he was in St. John's for a
consecration a few years before. He looked strong and wiry. We im-
mediately got into an animated conversation on Canadian and world
politics, mostly in English but partly in French. I could understand his
French quite easily. We talked about George Drew and the election
results. He thought that Drew was indiscreet in making a public alliance
with Duplessis as by so doing he scared the Liberals of Quebec into
voting for Mr. St. Laurent. Besides, the Prime Minister was a French
Canadian and a Catholic, and the Orangeman of Ontario is a bogeyman
in Quebec. The Delegate stated that he thought that Mr. Drew had
acted very well as Leader of the Opposition during the last session.
We also talked about Poland. We shared Belloc's idea of the im-
portance of Poland. I brought up the statement that Hilaire Belloc had
frequently made early in the war, that unless Poland was restored to its
former independent status we would have lost the war. We agreed upon
the lack of foresight of President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Chur-
chill who thought only of their own immediate interests, and considered
they had made serious mistakes in allowing the Russians (I) to penetrate
so far into Europe, and (2) to declare war on Japan)
It was around this time that Edward and I had dinner at the
Chateau Laurier with Father Walsh, S.J., and Father Daniel Lord, S.J.
Father Lord was a famous Jesuit who had come to deliver a lecture at
the Glebe. He was a great thickset man with a massive mobile face, and
mentally very alert. He was a prolific writer on religious subjects and
was especially interested in young people. He was also a musician: com-
poser, conductor and producer. All these accomplishments were com-
plemented by tireless energy, a scholarly mind and a saintly character.
It was a great privilege for us to meet this distinguished man, who
JI think nowthallhiscould not have been prevented.
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had inspired so many important movements for the betterment of socie-
ty in the United States and Canada. During dinner Madeleine and Kay
Maher joined us. Kay was now a widow. Her husband, Aubrey Maher,
my roommate in Toronto in 1916, had died several years earlier. Father
Lord was very witty and chatty. Madeleine told me afterwards that he
told her that he was writing a new book called That Old Parish ofMine.
She said he had an amazing fund of stories and that he was a very keen
observer of human nature. In one of his stories he told of how he had
borrowed a friend's car to do some shopping. He went to the huge
shopping centre early, as soon as the store opened, as he had to get a lot
of goods. When he was finished he was given a helper to take them 10
the car, but by that time the parking lot was full and Father Lord
couldn't remember where he had put his borrowed car. He told his
helper to look for a red Ford with a blue coat on the back seat. When
the helper came back he asked to see the key. When he saw it he said,
"This is a General Motors key. I did see a Chev car down there. It was a
blue car and it had a red coat on the back seat. That is probably your
car." It was.
In 1977 there appeared the biography of this remarkable man. It
was called Champion of Youth, a dynamic story of a dynamic man. At
the end of the book there is an appendix of fourteen pages listing his
books and publications and his compositions. Father Dan's last stage
production was the Marian Year Pageant that he put on in Toronto in
1954, although very ill at the time. After it was finished he was taken to
a hospital in the United States and he never left it until he died on
January 15th, 1955. When the sad news went around the hospital
everybody knelt down and prayed, and people said, "A Saint has just
died."
The DAILY NEWS in St. John's had appointed a parliamentary
correspondent in the person of Miss Ruth Campbell, who frequently
talked with Gordon and me about politics and pending legislation. She
gave full accounts of our speeches in the House of Commons so that
our constituents in St. John's would get a good idea of our activities.
We also had the opportunity of making recordings for weekly broadcast
over station VOCM in St. John's. This practice had been in vogue for
several years in other provinces and provided a means for members to
keep in contact with their ridings. The EVENING TELEGRAM and
the SUNDAY HERALD also gave Gordon and me good coverage. In
one of the articles in the latter paper, referring to my request to have the
Government table the entire correspondence on the Confederation
discussions, the paper stated:
"We believe that the Federal government, as is the habit with govern-
ments everywhere, will answer Mr. Browne by declaring that to release
this information at this time 'would not be in the public interest. ' Cer-
tainly, should the documents be released, it would lead to a reopening of
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the argument by anti-confederates that all wasn't aboveboard on the
union with Canada deal. "
In her Parliamentary Newsletter published in the DAILY NEWS
for November 22nd, Miss Campbell quoted from my speech on external
affairs. This was an occasion when I had to speak on foreign affairs for
forty minutes on short notice.
I distinctly remember that when I rose to speak after Mr. Pearson,
one of the Liberals sitting in front of me to the right on what was called
the 'rump' of the party turned around in his seat and looked over at me,
put his hand under his jaw and said: "This is going to be good." What
he was doing was ridiculing me as a freshman in the House, coming
from the new Province of Newfoundland, and intimated that I would
not know much about foreign affairs in comparison with the
"popular" Mr. Pearson who had just taken his seat.
I pointed out in this debate that Mr. Pearson, the Secretary of
State for External Affairs, had made no mention of Spain in his state-
ment to the House of Commons. His failure to mention this country
showed his lack of appreciation of the stabilizing power Franco had
brought to Europe. I said:
"We must recognize that Spain was the first country that stood up
squarely to the Communist menace. and although many people of
socialist sympathies are inclined to condemn Spain outright as an
authoritarian or totalitarian regime, we have to recognize that the
Spanish Government of General Franco preserved Spain from Com-
munism and perhaps preserved Western Europe or the western world
from Communism as well.
If we are to defend ourselves against Communism, we must look for
allies, and Spain is one country with which Newfoundland has had most
cordial relations for four hundred years, almost since its discovery. She
has been one of our best customers and we have had a good deal to do
with her from time to time.
Her people visit our country every year to purchase fish. They seem to be
a very industrious and patriotic people. It seems to me that members of
the United Nations must soon take up that problem again and grant
recognition to Franco and send their ambassadors and ministers back to
that country. "
The relations of members of the United Nations with Spain were
originally determined by a resolution of the second part of the first ses-
sion of the General Assembly on December 12th, 1946. This recom-
mended the barring of Franco's Spain from membership in the
specialized agencies; the consideration of the situation by the Security
Council if, within a reasonable time, a democratic government were not
established in Spain; and the immediate withdrawal by members of the
United Nations of their ambassadors and ministers in Madrid.
In Mr. Pearson's report as Secretary of State for External Affairs,
in Ottawa on March 24th, 1950, he stated:
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"The question of Spain was not raised at the fourth session of the
General Assembly. The 1946 resolution still stands, and Canadian policy
towards Spain continues to be governed by its terms. "
It seemed to me hypocritical for the governments of countries like
Russia or its satellite Poland, which to everyone's knowledge have
Communist dictators, to insist on Spain being debarred from member-
ship in the United Nations. I was surprised that Mr. Pearson seemed to
fall in line with their reasoning.
One of the subjects discussed at length in the 1949 session concern-
ed amendments to the British North America Act, which is the original
constitution of Canada as amended over the years. On October 17th,
the Prime Minister moved that a humble address be presented to His
Majesty in the following words:
"To the King's Most Excellent Majesty: Most Gracious Sovereign, we,
your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons ofCanada
in Parliament assembled, humbly approach Your Majesty praying that
you may be pleased to cause a measure to be laid before the Parliament
of the United Kingdom to be expressed as follows:"
The title was given, followed by a preamble. Then the Act was set out.
The purpose of this amendment was to enable the Canadian Govern-
ment to make amendments from time to time to the Constitution of
Canada, except as regards matters coming within the classes of subjects
by this Act assigned exclusively to the legislatures of the provinces or as
regards rights or privileges by this or any other constitutional act
granted or secured to the legislature or the government of a province or
to any class of persons with respect to schools or as regards the English
or the French language.
There was never any difficulty in getting the British Government to
introduce legislation to give powers of amendment to the Canadian
Parliament. I was quite sure the British Government would have been
glad to repeal the British North America Act altogether, as the pro-
cedure had become an anomaly. Mr. St. Laurent said that Canada was
the only one of the Dominions which didn't have the power to amend
its own constitution, and had to be going to England every time it
wanted some amendment made. This wasn't the first time the subject
was discussed. Nor was it the last. The subject would be discussed
periodically for over thirty years at federal-provincial conferences and
in the House of Commons, where many members, including Gordon
Higgins and myself, spoke on the subject. The purpose was to have the
Constitution "patriated." This was a word coined for the occasion. It is
no longer applicable as we have a new Constitution of our own.
Gordon Higgins, being a bachelor, lived at the Chateau Laurier
and frequently met many members of the Senate and the House of
Commons socially. Members from nearby constituencies in Ontario
and Quebec usually went home on weekends. We couldn't do that. We
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would eat regularly at the parliamentary restaurant where you could get
the best food in Ottawa for a price well below cost. Breakfast was the
least patronized of the meals. I remember once having breakfast there
at the same table as a French Canadian member of Parliament. I don't
remember his name but he was much older than I was. When we were
having coffee he took a little silver flask out of his pocket, opened it and
poured a little whiskey into my cup and the same into his own. "C'est
bon," he whispered, "Tres bon."
The restaurant was an ideal place to take visitors from home, or
friends living in Ottawa. Obviously it was a popular spot. Frequently
there would be a queue of people waiting to be seated. When we had
three sessions a day we would usually go there for lunch and dinner.
There was also a cafeteria where the quality of the food and the cooking
were not up to the high standard of the restaurant, but for people in a
hurry it was much more convenient.
After the first session ended on December 10th, 1949, the members
returned to their homes. I went back to my office to pick up the work I
had left unfinished. My clients kept coming until I had to leave them
again in mid-February, 1950.
Gordon and I could feel pleased with our performances in the
House of Commons. We had been given ample opportunity to express
our views on all matters and tried to keep the record straight on New-
foundland. When it is realized that the P.c.s had only forty-one
members in 1949, it will be seen that our party had to get all those that
could speak to do so as often as possible. Some members who were
popular in their constituencies found speaking difficult and would
therefore speak rarely, and then from a prepared script. Although it
was a rule that members should not read their speeches, the Speaker
and other members were very tolerant on this point.
We all got to know one another and addressed each other on a first
name basis. I found my colleagues very friendly and interesting. Some
of them were specialists in certain subjects. Heber Hatfield from New
Brunswick, the father of the present Premier of that province, often
talked to me of the problem of our narrow gauge railway and made sug-
gestions as to how the cost of transportation might be lessened by
changes in the ways of handling goods. In those days goods would go to
North Sydney by freight car and there be taken out and put in the
freight shed from which they would be put on board the Gulf ferry,
then taken out again at Port aux Basques and put in a shed there and
then put in freight cars on the narrow gauge. Obviously this was a very
expensive system. Mr. Hatfield suggested bringing these goods across
the Gulf in the freight cars, and transferring the goods to the narrow
gauge freight cars directly.
What was prominently heralded as "the most important news ever
heard by the people of Newfoundland" was scheduled to take place on
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the evening of December 31st, 1949, when Premier Smallwood would
go on the air. Mr. Patrick J. Halley, a former colleague of mine in the
House of Assembly, used the occasion to invite a group of his friends
- some lawyers and businessmen and their wives - to his home on
Waterford Bridge Road to hear the great news. We waited with bated
breath for the Premier's familiar voice. In his usual flamboyant style he
told the radio audience that one of the greatest and wealthiest organiza-
tions in the whole world, located in New York, had agreed to send some
of its cleverest men to Newfoundland to make a survey of New-
foundland's natural resources.
The organization that Mr. Smallwood introduced in such rap-
turous tones was the International Basic Economy Corporation
(I.B.E.C.). This company, owned by the Rockefeller group of New
York, specialized in the development of backward countries. For a fee
of $240,000 they agreed, among other things, to look for minerals and
study the prospects of a third papermill in Labrador.
Those listening that evening felt that the announcement, like many
of Mr. Smallwood's enthusiastic announcements, was a great letdown.
Nothing further was heard of the matter for some time, but eventually
the word came out that prospects for a paper mill in Labrador were very
slight. Later I did see another report dealing with the interior markets
for fish of one kind or another, but none of them was published. The
Premier said:
"These reports were nOI secured for publicalion. II would nOI be in Ihe
public inleresl 10 publish Ihese reporls. "
So they remained a well-kept secret.
A survey of the potential of the water power of the Bay d'Espoir
area was undertaken by the Power Corporation of Canada (Montreal)
and proved to be the basis for the construction of a large power plant in
that locality. This, however, was independent of the I.B.E.C. activity.
Early in January, 1950, I received a night letter from Mrs. Fleming
in Ottawa giving me the sad news that her husband had died the
previous day. I wired back my regrets, offering to help her in any way I
could. I learned that Alan had died from a stroke. He had had one
before my going to Ottawa in 1949 and hadn't fully recovered from it,
so that he rarely drove his car.
Alan was a graduate in Arts from the University of Ottawa before
he went to Toronto to study law at Osgoode Hall. I first met him in
1915 at Newman Club, where he lived with Father John E. Burke, the
Rector, whom he had known in Ottawa. After graduation in 1917 he
joined the firm of McCracken and Herridge in Ottawa, and at the time
of his death was the head of the firm, with two junior partners. He
became a King's Counsel and later received an honorary Doctor of
Laws from his Alma Mater, and from the Pope, the papal honour of
Knight Commander of SI. Gregory. He was highly respected by all who
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knew him, especially by his colleagues in the legal profession. Both
Alan and his wife had been active supporters of the Liberal Party.
In February, 1950, 1 learned of a house owned by a Mrs. Browne,
whose husband had been a civil servant and a friend of General
Pearkes. She was living alone and rented us the second story of her
comfortable home. Here Madeleine kept house for Edward and herself
and me. At this time Edward was playing baseball in an Ottawa league,
and according to reports in the sport pages, was a topnotch pitcher. I
tried to discourage this practice but couldn't stop it. He was still atten-
ding St. Pat's College.
On one of my visits to Toronto in 1950 1 took Edward along. He
and Peter and I went to see a hockey game in which the Detroit Red
Wings were playing the Toronto Maple Leafs. We had a letter of in-
troduction from my friend Bill Foley to Jack Adams, who was the
coach of the Detroit team. Jack's sister Alma was married to Bill. I had
bought tickets before we saw Jack, and when he found we had inferior
seats he took our tickets and exchanged them for better ones, although
that meant that Peter and Edward sat together and 1 sat by myself in a
different section. After the exciting game was over, Jack brought us in
to the dressing room, where we shook hands with the great Gordie
Howe as well as Sid Abel and Ted Lindsay, two of his line mates. That
was a real treat for the three of us, but especially for Edward.
In Toronto Peter was an active member at Newman Club, being
p,rganist and director of the chapel choir. He was also chairman of the
~iscussion group. He found, however, what most chairmen of such
~rganizations find, that it is often very hard to get people to come to
hear even good speakers. Peter had the privilege of hearing Jacques
Maritain, the celebrated French Thomist philosopher, speak at the
University. He also attended many of the concerts that were given in
Toronto by celebrated pianists and other artists. As in other cities,
music students were usually given reduced rates.
At this time my friend Henry Somerville and his family were back
living in Toronto. He was now editor of the Catholic Register and was
secretary to Cardinal McGuigan. He had a musical family; each of the
children could play at least one instrument. During the Christmas
holidays Billy was invited to their home and enjoyed spending an even-
ing with this remarkable family.
Two of Henry Somerville's sons became priests, and one of them,
Peter, succeeded Monsignor Ronan as conductor of the boys' choir at
St. Michael's Cathedral. The choir has visited Newfoundland on several
occasions. The other son, Stephen, was later to become editor of the
Missalettes, now used at mass in Canadian Catholic Churches. One of
Henry's daughters, Anne, became a nun and was killed accidentally in
Africa. The other, Janet, is co-editor of a new Catholic newspaper, the
Catholic New Times, published fortnightly in Toronto.
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Chapter Three
Second Session - Trans-Canada Highway - Prosperity
High - Lower Exports - First Colombo Plan Conference
- Howard Green Critical of Pearson - House Mourns
Tommy Church - Divorce Committee - Resignation -
Motion for Enlargement of Grounds Withdrawn - Term 30
Ignored - Public Works - Unemployment Insurance Fund
- Freight Rates - Gordon's Threat - Profit Sharing -
Korean War - Prorogation - Railway Strike - Recall of
Parliament - Royal Commission - MacArthur- Adjourn-
ment - Death ofArchbishop Roche - Visiting my Riding -
Addressfrom Civil Service Association Madeleine's
Marriage - Ottawa Again
The second Session of the 21st Parliament opened on February
16th, 1950. It was to be a long Session, but the Speech from the Throne
wasn't as exciting as the one in 1949. We were told that the conference
on the manner in which Canada could make its own amendments to the
constitution had been a very pleasant affair, and that a continuing com-
mittee had been appointed. There was to be another federal-provincial
conference in the autumn but that would deal with financial and
economic subjects. At that time negotiations were proceeding with the
provinces on three very important matters, namely housing, the Trans-
Canada Highway and forest conservation. The Newfoundland govern-
ment also designated the amount of road which would likely have to be
built, and an arrangement had been made with the federal government
setting the specifications for it. It wasn't apparent what methods were
going to be used for forest conservation. We learned that New-
foundland had been incorporated into the national health program.
The Speech also stated that employment and prosperity remained
at a high level in Canada. However, the next paragraph went on to say
that a high proportion of the persons temporarily unemployed were ac-
tually in receipt of unemployment insurance benefits, that there was a
drop in exports and their value, and that it would be necessary to in-
troduce support legislation for the benefit of the farmers and the
fishermen. Reference was made to a conference that had taken place in
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Ceylon, where the Foreign Ministers from Commonwealth countries in-
terested in the future of Southeast Asia met to consider the problems of
the area. Howard Green criticized the Secretary of State for External
Affairs for his noncommital attitude at that conference and stated that
Canada had given no assurance of joining it. Mr. Green thought that
Canada should join right away and that he would like to see a pact for
the North Pacific the same as we have for the North Atlantic. It was a
very farsighted idea on his part. Mr. Green, who was from British Col-
umbia, said:
"If serious trouble should come in the Pacific area it will probably be in
the North rather than the South Pacific. So I warn this Parliament that it
behooves Canada to take heed in bringing the nations of the Pacific
together, rather than assuming the role of an observer in Pacific af-
fairs. "
He was referring to Mr. Pearson's attitude at the Colombo Conference
where he seemed to take the view that Canada was "just sitting in." Mr.
Pearson seemed to favour a conference for a Pacific pact that would
have Communist China and Russia as parties. I don't think that was
what Mr. Green had in his mind. I believe he had in mind an organiza-
tion similar to NATO which would protect the other nations from a
Pacific Communist aggression.
I thought that the conduct of the Soviet delegates at the United Na-
tions Conference should have convinced Mr. Pearson of the error he
would be making in having a Pacific Treaty organization with Com-
munist China and Russia as members. He was soon to be disillusioned.
After the Speech from the Throne was read, the Prime Minister
paid a high tribute to the memory of Tommy Church, Progressive Con-
servative M.P. for Broadview, Toronto, who had died a week before
the opening. The universal acknowledgement of the greatness of Tom-
my Church was due to a lifetime of unselfish devotion to duty, and to
his genuine love for his fellow men. He was mayor of Toronto when I
was there as a student between 1915 and 1919. Everyone knew of him
then. It was well known that he used to be at the railway station to see
all the soldiers off to the war as they left Toronto, and he was there to
welcome those who came back. The Prime Minister was followed by the
leaders of the other parties, and several other speakers, all of whom
paid glowing tribute to his unselfish attitudes, his sincerity, and his
dedication, and particularly to his patriotism and great faith in im-
perialism. Probably the most touching tribute was paid by the Liberal
M.P., Mr. Pouliot, who had become great friends over the years with
Mr. Church. He quoted a brief tribute from a former Liberal Cabinet
Minister, Honourable Ernest Lapointe, who wrote Mr. Church a note
of thanks for causing his colleagues to ease up in their criticism of him
when the Minister was tired and ill. The note read:
"My Dear Tommy. You are the prince of them all."
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Mr. Pouliot did not stint his praise and affection for Mr. Church when
he said:
"The memory of Tommy Church will live forever. "
As happened at every Session of Parliament in those days, the
question of divorce again raised its ugly head. In March 1950, I was ap-
pointed a member of the Committee on Miscellaneous Private Bills
which dealt with all the divorce bills. I created a sensation at the only
meeting I attended when I made a motion that all the petitions then
under consideration should be dismissed. The chairman, who was an
Anglican from Montreal, said his clergyman would like to see him sup-
port my motion but he couldn't do it. As no one else on the Committee
- on which there might have been fifty members - was prepared to
support it, I withdrew it and left the meeting. I resigned from the Com-
mittee immediately.
My action got great prominence in the national press. However, it
had no more effect on the passing of bills of divorce than the emotional
speeches of Mr. Gagnon and General Pearkes in 1949. On the last day
of the Session in that year, 165 divorce bills had received the Royal As-
sent.
Early in April Mr. David A. Croll, the Liberal member for Spadina
riding in Toronto, brought in a motion that consideration should be
given to the question of setting up a committee to consider additional
grounds for divorce, to include desertion for more than five years, gross
cruelty, incurable mental disease after five years, and legal presumption
of death.
In addition to the mover, there were six other speakers, all but one
of whom opposed the motion. I made a lengthy speech on this subject,
as did Dr. Gauthier from Quebec. I drew largely upon a pamphlet of
Father Lord, S.J., who had collected a large number of clippings from
the newspapers of the frivolous reasons on the basis of which judges in
the United States had granted divorces. I gave a list of a dozen or so of
them and they were ridiculous. I advocated better preparation for mar-
riage, and suggested that a committee to consider how we could
possibly help people to keep married would be much better than a com-
mittee to consider how we could enlarge the grounds for granting
divorces. One of the speakers was Judge Carroll from Inverness-
Richmond in Nova Scotia. He was seventy-five years of age and in his
time had heard petitions and granted divorces in Nova Scotia. Another
speaker was Reverend Dan McIvor, a United Church clergyman, a
native of Ireland. Judge Carroll thought the mover was showing a little
cowardice by not introducing a private bill, and said he would vote
against the motion. Mr. Croll admitted he had been brought up to
regard marriage as indissoluble, but thought that divorces for the causes
mentioned would improve society. He denied being guilty of cowardice,
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and stated that his purpose was to test the feeling of the House, and as
he didn't wish to have a vote, he withdrew the motion. As the motion
had found few people ready to support it, the thing was dropped. It
would be eighteen years before such drastic legislation would be ap-
proved by Parliament.
Divorce was one of the evils which came to Newfoundland with
Confederation. When the law was altered in 1968 so that divorces could
be granted in all the provinces, the grounds of divorce were enlarged to
fit Mr. Croll's motion; the number of those applying for divorce more
than doubled in the first year and it has been increasing steadily ever
since. In 1968 there were 11,343 divorces and in 1978, 57,155 divorces.
It will be seen that taking divorces out of the Parliamentary system of
granting them opened up a big avenue for increases. In the House of
Commons the majority of members before 1969 took little or no in-
terest in the annual crop of petitions for divorce. Each application was
accompanied by the allegations of the wrong suffered by the petitioner,
sometimes with lurid details. Generally, they were regarded as a bore. I
am sure that in 1968 most of the members were glad to see the law
changed so that all divorce cases would be dealt with in the courts of the
Provinces where the petitioners resided. The changes in the law,
however, have created more problems than they have solved.
Later in the Session, when the House was considering a bill to
establish district judges in Newfoundland, I drew the attention of the
House and the Minister of Justice to the way I had been treated in 1949
when the position of the judge of the District Court, the only one in
Newfoundland, had been omitted from the legislation provided, and I
wanted an explanation of why this was done. Mr. Garson, the Minister
of Justice, pretended he didn't know anything about it, which wasn't
true, because it couldn't have been done without his knowledge.
However, he evaded the question and didn't answer although I pressed
him for fifteen or twenty minutes, much to the annoyance, I presume,
of the Liberal members.
It is very interesting reading over the pages of Hansard for those
years when I was at Ottawa. It is pleasant to find that many of the
speakers were serious and well informed.
The members of the Opposition did far more speaking than the
members on the Government side of the House with the exception of
the Ministers. It is impossible to give any extracts from their speeches
but the eloquence of men like George Drew, John Diefenbaker, Don
Fleming, Davie Fulton, General Pearkes, Howard Green and others
and the knowledge they displayed show that our party was well
represented by exceptional men. I know that my colleague Gordon Hig-
gins and I did all we could to keep Newfoundland interests to the fore.
We drew attention to the plight of our Provincial Government which
was rapidly using up the surplus it had inherited from the Commission
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unemployment insurance." In other words, it was intended to collect
more money so that more benefits could be paid out to more people,
especially during the months between January and May. Canada had
become a welfare state.
During one of his speeches, Gordon Higgins accused the Govern-
ment of breaking its pledge
"that in the matter offreight rates, Newfoundland was to be placed in a
position which would enable it to compete by being treated as the
Maritime Provinces are treated. "
Because this had not been done, Newfoundland had to pay several
million dollars more on that account than it should have. He stated that
if the Government didn't honour that agreement, then the (Liberal)
members from Newfoundland should resign. When Mr. Ashbourne,
the member from Grand Falls-White Bay, said that Gordon should
speak for himself, Gordon continued:
"I speak for myself, but if the understanding isn't honoured by the
Cabinet I am resigning from the House and I'm going back to New-
foundland where I shall endeavour, by all possible means, to have the
Province of Newfoundland secede from Confederation. "
It was during the spring of 1950 that I found in our caucus room a
copy of the handbook of the Canadian Trade Union Congress, and I
was surprised to learn that the ambition of the movement, as
represented by the Congress, was to bring about a thirty hour week, five
days at six hours a day.
My father, as a carpenter, used to work at least ten hours a day for
six days a week. When I worked in a munitions factory during the First
World War I worked as much as thirteen hours a night. That could be
called an emergency and excused on that account. Six hours a day seem-
ed to go to the other extreme. People who had their hours reduced like
that didn't do it for the purpose of giving other people employment so
much as to get more leisure. They would expect to receive the same
wages that they would have received for the longer hours worked
previously. It seemed to me that the unions were too much concerned
with the question of wages. In 1931, my friend Henry Somerville wrote
a book called BRITAIN'S ECONOMIC ILLNESS. In a chapter entitl-
ed "From Wagery To Partnership", he said:
"It would be a healthier condition if workers were even more anxious
about their status than they are now, instead of being exclusively preoc-
cupied about their wages. If the workers are more closely associated with
industrial control and prosperity they will take a broader view and feel
more responsibility. The ideal condition would be for labour to advance
as far as to become the employer of capital instead of being the
employed.
Profit sharing and co-partnership have been tried in England on a con-
siderable scale for over half a century.
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The average amount of profit that goes to the workers in existing
schemes is about 5 per cent of their earnings. But the worth of co-
partnership is not to be measured by the amount of money that it puts in
the pocket of the co-partners. Of more value is the improvement it makes
in industrial relations and the increased sense of responsibility that it
creates. "
He quoted a report from the Ministry of Labour, made five years
earlier, that concluded:
" ... profit sharing is rather a mode of creating harmony throughout the
works than a direct stimulus to effort. "
The subject of industrial relations and their role in social peace was
discussed again in an address given by Mr. E. G. Burton, the manager
of Simpson's in Toronto. This was printed in the Financial Post in
December 1949. Mr. Burton said:
"The more we ask from government, the more powers we must give to
government. It is definitely the pathway to rule by compulsion. It is a
sure means of ge((ing not more but less democracy; not a higher but
almost certainly a lower standard of living for all. "
He suggested that businessmen ought to make determined efforts to
stabilize employment, that they must assist in underwriting retirement
security, that they give opportunities for profit sharing, that they con-
duct business affairs so that the individual employee is able to identify
his own future more closely with the success of the business for which
he works. I have advocated this policy for many years.
I believe that Mr. Somerville's ideas of having the workers share in
the profits of a business are sound. When one considers the high wages
that are being earned today, it should not be difficult for employees to
purchase shares in their companies. This has been done in at least two
companies here in St. John's during the last two years. It has been done
elsewhere for a long time in Canada. I would like to see the workers tak-
ing a greater interest in the company for which they work so that they
would look upon it as 'our' company and not refer to 'them' as if 'they'
(the management) were strangers. I have heard union members speak-
ing about 'militancy' and about being 'more militant this year.' I've
heard union leaders talking about gelling their 'share of the pie.' But
when there isn't much of a pie, when there is a loss in the company as
occasionally happens, they don't want to bear the loss.
The finances of a country depend upon the state of its economy
and therefore it is very important that there should be harmony in the
economy between the workers and the employers. Co-operation is bet-
ter than confrontation.
On June 26th, on the orders of the day, Mr. George Drew, Leader
of the Opposition, asked:
"I should like to direct a question to the Prime Minister, or the Secretary
of State for External Affairs [Mr. Pearson). In view of the extremely
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serious situation which has developed oyer the weekend in Korea, and
the action of the Security Council of the United Nations, in which all of
us are so deeply interested, will the Prime Minister or the Secretary of
State for External Affairs inform the House as to any details which
might be ofassistance to us in appreciating the situation so far as Canada
is concerned?"
Mr. Pearson replied that the matter had been considered by the
Security Council of the United Nations and that a resolution had been
passed by a unanimous vote, 9 to 0, with Yugoslavia abstaining, and
Russia, of course, absent. The Security Council determined that the ac-
tion of North Korea constituted a breach of the peace, and called for
the immediate cessation of hostilities and for the authories of North
Korea to withdraw their armed forces to the 38th Parallel at once. The
resolution also called upon the United Nations Commission in Korea to
communicate its fully considered recommendation on the situation with
the least possible delay, to observe the withdrawal of the North Korean
forces to the 38th Parallel, and to keep the Security Council informed
on the execution of the resolution. Thirdly, the resolution called upon
all members to render every assistance to the United Nations in the ex-
ecution of the resolution, and to refrain from giving assistance to the
North Korean authorities. This was the beginning of what we know as
the Korean War.
As the situation in Korea was confused during the next few days
there was little discussion of the invasion in the House, but on the 29th
of June the Prime Minister made a statement, during which he said that
any participation by Canada in carrying out the United Nations resolu-
tion wouldn't be participation in war against any state. It would be our
part in collective 'police action' under the control and authority of the
United Nations for the purpose of restoring peace. The Prime Minister
added that if, after prorogation (scheduled for the next day) the situa-
tion should deteriorate, Parliament would be immediately called to con-
sider the new situation.
General MacArthur has shown in his memoirs that the invasion of
South Korea required much more than just police action, because the
North Koreans, supported by Russian tanks, had made a well prepared
and unprovoked attack upon the poorly armed armies in the southern
part of Korea. If it were not for the courage and tenacity of the United
States forces, marshalled by General MacArthur, there would have
been no point in sending anybody at all from Canada to Korea, for the
country would have been captured by the Communists from North
Korea. The North Korean forces captured Seoul, the capital of South
Korea, about 70 miles south of the 38th Parallel, on June 30th, the day
that Parliament was prorogued. It was on the same day that the first
American troops landed in Korea. The Communist army continued to
advance until it occupied the whole of South Korea except for the small
area known as the Pusan Perimeter.
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In spite of this deteriorating situation, Parliament wasn't recalled
until August 29th, and then it was for an altogether different reason. A
serious problem had arisen in Canada; all the railways in the country
were closed down because of a dispute between the management and
the unions representing the non-operating employees of the railroad.
George Drew gave a summary of the effects of the strike. He said:
"I think it is impossible to over-emphasize the gravity of the situation.
From the Atlantic to the Pacific the normal moving of our natural pro-
ducts, our goods, machinery, industrial production and the daily re-
quirements of the people in all the homes of this country, is at a stand-
still. In British Columbia, Vancouver Island is almost completely
isolated from the mainland. ... Fruit growers, farmers, workers in the
forests, fishermen, and all others are being seriously affected and those
effects become more extensive every day. ... mines, factories and other
operations on which the employment of thousands of people depend,
have been forced to close. The prairie provinces face a very special pro-
blem. There they see the danger of not being able to deal with their great
wheat crop unless this problem is settled immediately. ... In Alberta
hundreds ofoil wells already have been closed, causing not only a loss of
fuel supplies but also of employment. In Ontario many of the largest in-
dustries are shut down . ... Farmers are unable to ship their products and
some of thefinest crops in the history of this province are going to waste.
In Quebec the same situation exists. As in Ontario, the great pulp and
paper mills are having immense difficulty in carrying on that business
upon which so much of the economy of this country depends, as well as
the employment of thousands of people.
In the Maritimes there is severe disruption ofnormal activities because of
the substantial dependence ofso many places in these provinces upon rail
service. Prince Edward Island is almost isolated from the mainland. ...
Special hardships are being felt in Newfoundland. Everywhere
throughout Canada the people are faced with mounting difficulties, and
realize that if this disruption of service continues much longer we'll face
a disaster almost beyond imagination. "
A hundred and thirty-five thousand workers and about twenty
unions were involved. Negotiations had been going on for over a year,
and the Government and the companies and the workers and the heads
of the unions of the workers had been meeting time and time again, but
never seemed to be able to agree. Conciliation officers were appointed
but they couldn't get agreement between the two sides. The strike
started on August 22nd, and by August 29th the House was sitting and
debating a measure introduced by the Government to request the
employees to go back to work, and an arbitrator would be appointed to
adjudicate upon the dispute and to come up with a decision that would
be binding in law. The Government wouldn't accept the description of
this procedure as compulsory arbitration, but it was very hard to see
what else it was.
Since the House closed in June, the Right Honourable William
Lyon Mackenzie King had passed to his eternal reward. Members of all
parties praised his illustrious career. Two other members of the Liberal
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Party had also died in the interval, one of them being the Minister of
Labour, Mr. Humphrey Mitchell. Mr. Gregg became the Minister of
Labour, and assisted the Prime Minister in putting forward the legisla-
tion for handling the labour dispute. The debate lasted two days, and
on the second day, August 30th, the House sat continuously from II
o'clock in the morning until third reading took place at 7: 15, and Royal
assent was given at 9:30 in the evening.
During the discussion Mr. P. L. Dubi:, who had recently been
elected for a district in New Brunswick where the people were mostly
French speaking, put on the record a statement of the wages paid to the
striking employees. In comparison with the wages paid to mechanics
and steamfitters - $1.22 an hour - coach cleaners and back shop
workers' helpers received 87 cents an hour. However, the track
repairmen who worked for 10 hours a day received payment at the rate
of only 63 cents an hour. Even amongst the operating employees the
wages were not high. Engineers were receiving $1.34 per hour and
firemen, $1.10 per hour. Train conductors received $1.14 and
brakemen, $1.06. All the Members speaking were sympathetic to the
position taken by the unions, although one speaker did say that the
general public was against the strikers because of the harm they were in-
flicting on innocent people. After the legislation was passed the parties
to the dispute were given forty-eight hours to get the railways going
again, and they complied immediately with this condition.
On August 31st, 1950, the Secretary of State for External Affairs
addressed the House of Commons. He gave us a talk about the menace
and methods of Communism, which worked in other ways besides
military aggression, and he discussed the possibility of other attacks in
Southeast Asia or even in Germany. He said that after the war
".... it was decided as a malter of military convenience. ... that the
United States forces should occupy the southern part of Korea to the
38th Parallel whilst Soviet troops should occupy Korea to the North of
that Parallel.
When the United States couldn't get co-operation from the Soviets to
unite Korea, they referred the problem to the United Nations. As a result
of this the United Nations appointed a temporary commission of which
Canada was a member. That was in 1947. A general election was held in
South Korea in 1948 and a Government was formed and the country was
fully recognized at the United Nations General Assembly on December
12th, 1948. It was welcomed as the lawful Government of Korea. "
The United States forces were withdrawn from the South and the
Soviet forces were supposed to have been withdrawn from the North.
The American authorities in Washington had unwisely decided that
South Korea's forces should only be trained to act as a police force so
that they wouldn't attack the North. This left the door open for North
Korea to train their men to attack the South. That is what happened.
On June 25th, 1950, a large army of highly trained, well supplied, well
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led and well supported forces invaded South Korea and captured the
capital of the country, Seoul, within a few days. Mr. Pearson said, "It
caught us all by surprise." Later he added:
"Our obligation is to the United Nations alone, and to our own authori-
ty. ... and concerns nothing beyond the restoration of peace and the
defeat of aggression in Korea. "
It seemed to me that he was looking upon the invasion of an indepen-
dent country as a sort of a trifling matter.
He was to find out that he was wrong again.
On July 12th, two Canadian destroyers were made available to the
United Nations Unified Command for the restoration of peace in
Korea. General MacArthur, early in July, had been appointed by the
President of the United States to the position of Commander in Chief
of Operations - Army, Navy and Air Forces. The General made
repeated requests for ground forces but, in spite of the North Korean
advances, his early appeals were ignored. On July 14th the Secretary
General of the United Nations called upon its members for further
assistance. On July 19th Prime Minister St. Laurent announced that a
long range R.C.A.F. Squadron would be provided at once for service in
the Pacific Airlift. On August 7th, it was announced:
"A decision has been taken by the Canadian Government to raise an ad-
ditional brigade, to be known as the Canadian Special Force, which
would be available - subject, of course, to Parliamentary approval -
for service in Korea as part of the United Nations forces there if it could
be most effectively used in that way when it was ready for service, and
this brigade is being made ready with the greatest possible speed. "
I could never understand why the House adjourned so abruptly after
the news of the attack on South Korea had been made known on the
25th of June. The House should have been held together and the matter
should have been discussed then, and authority given to the Govern-
ment for whatever assistance was necessary. The House was called
together on August 29th on account of the railway strike, a settlement
of which was urgent. It wasn't called together at the time because of the
Korean crisis. The Government acted unwisely in this respect.
It seemed to me from Mr. Pearson's observations in this debate, as
well as at other times, that he was very anxious to have Communist
China in the United Nations instead of the Republic of China which was
now at Formosa or Taiwan, as it is called by the Chinese. Certainly, his
speech didn't seem to appreciate the seriousness of the invasion of
Korea and the aim behind it. In the debate which followed, the
Honourable Brooke Claxton, Minister of Defence, spoke of the special
brigade which had been recruited to fight in Korea. It was now being
equipped and trained. Enough troops had enlisted to provide rein-
forcements for the first year. The Minister also spoke of the good work
which the destroyers and the 426th Transport Squadron of the
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R.C.A.F. were doing.
When Mr. Drew spoke, he compared the strength of the free world
- including Canada - to that of the Soviet bloc, and he was par-
ticularly critical of the Government's failure, as he put it, to provide
adequately for the defence of Canada.
The Leader of the C.C.F. Party, Mr. Coldwell, also spoke and he
quoted Mr. Nehru in condemning the attack by the North Koreans. Mr.
Nehru had said:
"The whole basis of the United Nations is to bring about settlement of
international disputes by peaceful means. If aggression takes place and
the aggressor ignores the United Nations completely, then only two
choices are left: either the United Nations should condemn that aggres-
sion and try to put an end to it, or it should come to the conclusion that it
has ceased to be an effective instrument of peace and leave the decision
of any dispute to war. "
Mr. Coldwell wasn't very consistent, because in condemning the North
Korean attack on South Korea he was condemning the Communists,
but when he made the following statement, he was on their side:
"I said some time ago, and I now repeat, that the only thing to do - and
it should have been done long ago - is to say to Chiang Kai-shek 'get out
of Formosa and stay out of Formosa' so as ultimately to give the For-
mosan people an opportunity to choose their own form of government
because they were once a free and independent people, and not so many
decades ago at that. "
It was surprising to see how far prejudice can carry an otherwise decent
man. The aborigines on the Island were only a small percentage -
possibly two per cent of the population. The rest were of Chinese
origin. Mr. Coldwell's attitude seemed to be due to ignorance of the
facts and prejudice against Chiang Kai-shek.
The strongest attack on the Government was made by General
Pearkes, V.C., the Progressive Conservative member for Nanaimo,
B.C. He was recognized as the defence expert of the Conservative par-
ty. Pointing out that it was the United Nations and not just the United
States that guaranteed the independence of Korea, he criticized the
Government for its delay in answering the appeal for ground troops. He
also castigated the Government for its decision to create an entirely new
volunteer force, incohesive and untrained as a unified formation. He
said:
"You are saddling these men with an unfair burden ifyou are telling the
people of Canada that they are a fully trained operational formation. "
As the debate continued, Mr. Diefenbaker from Lake Centre,
Saskatchewan, made a very effective speech. He quoted from what Mr.
Pearson had said:
"The furnishing to the United Nations on a short notice of an expedi-
tionary force, capable ofquick deployment in distant areas wherever ag-
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gression mighllake place, had nol, / admil, enlered inlo our planning. "
The MONTREAL GAZETTE observed about this:
"/1 is a damaging Slalement, for it places much of what Mr. Pearson has
been saying, bOlh at home and abroad, in the category of diplomalic
prelension. "
If the Opposition seemed critical of the Government it was because
it had a great deal to be critical about.
When I spoke on September 4th, I reproached the Government for
its lack of preparedness and its inability to respond to General MacAr-
thur's appeal for ground troops. This was not because they didn't wish
to send ground troops, but because they didn't have any to send. I
pointed out that with the large and able staff under his command not
only in Ottawa and at the United Nations, but also in other countries
and even Korea, the Secretary of State for External Affairs should have
been the best informed person in the House. I mentioned again the im-
portance of Spain and Chiang Kai-shek in opposing the spread of Com-
munism; I spoke of the antagonistic attitude of the Soviet Government:
.... imperialislic in ils policy, materialistic in its way of life and its
philosophy, and alheistic in ils religion. "
and I concluded with the words:
"/1 is regrellable Ihal Canada has neglected her defences. But it is some
consolation to know that at last the government is listening and has
wakened up to the real state of affairs. Let us hope that it has been in
time."
After the debate on Korea there remained some further business to
be completed: the voting of considerable sums for increased defence ex-
penditures. The short Session came to a close on the 15th of September.
It was on the same day in the early fall of 1950 that General
MacArthur travelled with the United States naval forces to land troops
at Inchon on the west coast of Korea. This was the great turning point
in the war. On the only possible date because of the exceptionally high
tides at this port, in spite of all sorts of opposition from the top brass in
Washington, the General saw his plan to defeat the North Koreans put
into effect. He cut their lines of communications in two. It was a
brilliant plan conceived with a clear judgment, prepared carefully, and
executed with precision. It was a co-ordinated enterprise with the army,
navy and the air forces all participating, taking the enemy completely by
surprise just as MacArthur had predicted.
Its success resulted in the recapturing of Seoul, the disorganization
of the forces of North Korea, the capture of one hundred and thirty
thousand troops with all their abandoned war supplies, tanks, guns,
rifles, and other material.
The world was fortunate to have available at the time the greatest
military genius of the century, who had proved his ability not only in
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General Douglas MacArthur at Inchon, September IS, 1951
the liberation of the Phillippines and all the territories occupied by
Japan, but had become the liberator and reformer of Japan itself.
The General received most enthusiastic messages of congratula-
tions and praise from the President of the United States, the Joint
Chiefs of Staff and his former comrades in arms in World War II. It is
peculiar that although this great man had done so much to prove his
ability as a warrior and a statesman, his advice was not taken to
capitalize on the devastating defeat he had inflicted on the armies of
North Korea. The people of South Korea and the forces of the United
Nations were to suffer many hardships and lose many lives as the result
of the failure of the United States Government to listen to the wise ad-
monitions of this great hero.
I was back in St. John's only a few days when on September 23rd,
1950, I learned of the death of His Grace Archbishop Roche. He had
been a friend of our family all my life. He was born in 1874 in Placentia,
the birthplace of my mother. I had known him since I was a student at
St. Bonaventure's College when he was Vicar General of the Arch-
diocese under Archbishop Howley, whom he succeeded in 1915. In 1919
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Most Reverend Edward Patrick Roche. D.D., Archbishop of SI. John's
he gave me a high recommendation of my suitability as a Rhodes
Scholar to be submitted to the Selection Committee. When I was called
to the Bar three years later, he honoured me by making me his solicitor.
In 1924 he celebrated the Nuptial Mass when Mary Harris and I were
married. He had been many years the parish priest in Topsail and was
there when my second wife Mary Roche was born, and she was baptized
by him. Mary's parents died before she reached her teens, and
Archbishop Roche took an interest in her education, first at Littledale
and afterwards at the Convent of Mount St. Vincent on the Hudson in
New York. Never a robust man, he was occasionally compelled to visit
Saranac, a New York health resort for persons suffering chest troubles.
He was an intellectual and a great churchman. He was also a patriotic
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Newfoundlander who favoured the restoration of Responsible Govern-
ment. On one occasion, he suggested to the delegates from England
who were visiting us that, as an alternative to Responsible Government,
we might have a form of government like Northern Ireland with
representatives in the House of Commons in London. This suggestion
was not acceptable. The Labour Government in the U.K. was already
determined to. help put Newfoundland into Confederation with
Canada. The Archbishop worked unceasingly for thirty-five years for
the spiritual and material needs of his flock. Probably the most impor-
tant single institution established by him is St. Clare's Mercy Hospital.
My son Edward Patrick, born in 1934, was named after the
Archbishop.
Most Reverend Patrick James Skinner, C.J.M., D.O., Archbishop of St. John's,
who succeeded Archbishop Roche
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Every year I made a tour of my district. visiting each settlement to
see how conditions were, and to find out about the needs of the people.
As there were fishermen in almost every settlement, the people were
usually looking for wharves, breakwaters and slipways and any other
navigational aid that could make fishing more attractive and safer. Oc-
casionally, as at St. Shotts, it was necessary to have a slipway built and
an engine installed to haul the boats out of the water. This was an
isolated settlement where the homes were all built on a high headland
which jutted out into the Atlantic about fourteen miles from the town
of Trepassey. Until the slipway was built the people had a very difficult
job in landing their boats, especially when they had catches of fish. In
later years a pier was built and a hoist installed for lifting the fish ashore
from the boats.
There is a huge anchor on a hill above the shoreline at St. Shotts,
and one wonders how it ever got there. In addition to their income from
the fishery, the people have small farms and raise vegetables for their
own use. They also keep sheep and cattle. The neighbouring barrens
supply berries of different species in season. This area is also visited
every fall by sportsmen hunting partridge. At the suggestion of David
Hicks, an old fishermen, I arranged with the Department of Public
Works to install a hoist near the shore at Peter's River, to lift the fish
from the fishing boats up to a rocky ledge. The men had built stores
there and in them they used to prepare the fish. This proved to be a
valuable arrangement. The fish would then be shipped to the Fishery
Products plant in Trepassey. For his efforts in helping set up this plan,
the fishermen gave Mr. Hicks the small codfish which were not usually
desired by the plant. Mr. Hicks used to split and salt these fish and later
he would wash and dry them and sell them as salted fish. He and I and
the management of Fishery Products collaborated in having this ar-
rangement made, which worked so beneficially for everybody. I can still
see David Hicks behind his counter preparing his fish, with piles of fish
in different stages of preparation around him. It was a great pleasure to
see how happy the fishermen were over this efficient method of landing
and handling fish.
In 1950 the salt codfish sold to the merchants by the fishermen of
Newfoundland brought them very low prices. I had accumulated a lot
of the price slips received by the fishermen and when I was speaking in
the House I read out a list of the low prices received by the fishermen of
St. John's West for the salt fish which they had sold between September
and December, 1950. I also had made enquiries of the export values,
and found that when the price per pound received by the fishermen was
3 1/2 cents to 7 1/2 cents in October, the export value was recorded at
14.6 cents per pound; in November, when the fishermen received less
than 6 cents per pound, the export value was given at 12.7 cents per
pound, and in December when fishermen received less than 5 cents a
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pound, the average export price was 16 cents per pound
At the same time the federal government, largely through the in-
fluence of Mr. Bradley, the Secretary of State, guaranteed seven dollars
a quintal for the fish caught by fishermen in Labrador. The Minister of
Fisheries had been incorrectly informed by the Fisheries Board in St.
John's that between nine dollars and $10.50 per quintal had been paid
for fish caught in Newfoundland waters. A quintal contains 112
pounds, and that price per quintal would mean between 8 and 9.3 cents
a pound. No fishermen that 1 met received that amount of money. I
drew the attention of the House to the recommendations of the McLean
Royal Commisssion of 1928. That was a Commission appointed to in-
vestigate the state of the cod fishery in the Gaspe Peninsula of Quebec
and in the Maritime Provinces. One of the Commission's recommenda-
tions was that the Government should assist fishermen in those pro-
vinces in forming co-operative organizations. That was done and the
Reverend Doctor Moses Coady, the celebrated promoter of the co-
operative movement at St. Francis Xavier University, was engaged to go
around the Maritime Provinces and help organize the fishermen. As a
result the United Maritime Fishermen's Association was established. As
I was familiar with the co-operative movement in Nova Scotia and New-
foundland, I asked the Minister to see if he couldn't do the same thing
in Newfoundland as had been done back in 1928 in the Maritimes.
My father had been a fisherman for three years at Quidi Vidi and I
had kept his books for him at the time, so I was aware of the handicap
of the fishermen. He pays extra high prices for his supplies (as the mer-
chant charges 15 per cent as a sort of insurance against bad debts) and
he has very little opportunity of getting high prices for his fish except
when fish is scarce, and the merchants are very anxious to get it. It was
very apparent that the fishermen should be organized into some kind of
association so that they could bargain with the merchants for standard
prices for different grades of fish. Fishermen shouldn't have to do what
I have seen them do: go around from one merchant to another asking
how much they can get for their fish. It wasn't too bad as far as my
father was concerned, because he was in Quidi Vidi which is just a short
distance from the City. But for men who had to come by truck from St.
Mary's Bay or Placentia Bay or from other parts to St. John's, it was a
heavy expense and a constant worry.
I was so interested in this matter at the time that I was thinking very
seriously of trying to organize the fishermen, in my own district at least,
into a co-operative group. As things, urned out I didn't have the time to
do it. In April of that year (1951), however, the government of Mr.
Smallwood invited 200 fishermen to come into St. John's, which they
did, and they formed an association. The Government paid their ex-
penses and contributed to the costs of operation of the association as
long as it lasted. It wasn't the idea I had and I'm sure it wasn't the idea
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SUMED PRACTICE 0'- THE GREAT LEGAL PROF'ESSION F'OR
WHICH YOU ARE EMINENTLY DUAlIF'lED. AND TO ASK you IF' YOU
WOULD KINDLY ACCEPT THIS GIF'T AS A TOKEN OF' OUR ESTEEM AND
APPRECIATION.
aION£OONBl:HALro,.THECX[CUTIV(
Qf"TH[:CIVILSCMVICI[ASSOr.I"TlON
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that was preached by Reverend Doctor Coady back in 1928 or 1929.
The idea then was, and the idea should always be, that the fishermen do
these things for themselves. They should be shown how to do them and
be shown the advantages of co-operation.
A very enjoyable event took place on Monday, October 23rd,
1950. Several of the directors of the Civil Service Association came to
my house in St. John's for the purpose of presenting me with an address
and a gift in appreciation of my work as founder and President of the
Association. Vice-President Laing made a little speech praising my
work. T.A. Delahunty then read a beautiful address (drafted by G.A.
Frecker) and Edwin Ebsary presented me with a cheque for $500.
Although I had been told this was coming, when it did come I was over-
whelmed by their generosity. I made a speech of thanks but I'm afraid I
don't remember very clearly what I said. I had founded the Civil Service
Association in 1936, and had been its President every year from then
until my retirement from the Bench in 1949. During that time we had
worked harmoniously with the Government, and we had been able on
several occasions to raise the wages of the Government employees
through a cost of living bonus. As I had been told the delegation would
be coming, my housekeeper GladysDoyle had a supper prepared, and
many of my friends in the group stayed to share a meal with me.
It was only a short time before that memorable evening that my
daughter, Madeleine, was married. She had met and fallen in love with
a pleasant young man, John Murphy. John was the vice-president of
the Avalon Telephone Company, which his father had founded. They
were married in St. John's on October 16th, and they went to Cape Cod
for their honeymoon. While they were there, Madeleine - who was a
very pretty girl - had her portrait painted by one of the numerous ar-
tists who frequent Provincetown, at the tip of the Peninsula. After-
wards he was so enchanted with the beautiful picture he had done that
he wanted to buy it back!
As Madeleine would no longer be living with me in Ottawa, I decid-
ed, when I returned there in January, 1951, to find a smaller apartment.
The commissioner at the front entrance of the House of Commons kept
a list of persons who were willing to accept members of Parliament and
from this I took a few names. Mrs. Fleming then drove me around to
the different places and helped me to find a suitable one. The most con-
venient location was at the corner of First Avenue and the Driveway. In
1950 Edward, who had been boarding at St. Pat's College which was
just across the canal from the new apartment, had come to live with me.
He was now a member of the basketball team which rarely lost a game.
He also practised hockey with the two Cullen brothers who afterwards
became professionals. Edward had a head-on collision with one of them
and after that he didn't seem to be so keen on hockey. He continued
with football, however, and in 1951 he was the place kicker on the St.
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Pat's team which won the Red Feather Bowl against St. Catherine's by
a score of 7-6. Edward kicked the winning point. Seventeen thousand
spectators watched the game in the Exhibition grounds in Toronto.
Madeleine and John Murphy on their wedding day, October 16, 1950
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Chapter Four
Chinese Atlack u.N. Forces in Korea - Restrictions on
MacArthur - NA TO Expenditures - Indians - Turrs -
Visit to New York - Marriage - St. Bon's Reunion - Nor-
thern Ranger - Practising Law - Visiting Ridings -
Valdmanis - New Industries Program - Election of 1951-
Dr. Sennewald
On January 30,1951, a new Session of Parliament began. In the
Speech from the Throne it said that since the special session in the
autumn of 1950, there had been a further deterioration in the interna-
tional situation. This was in reference to the Korean War which, since
the last session, had twice undergone reversals.
The bold and successful landing at Inchon had taken place, as I
mentioned earlier, on the 15th of September. Scarcely three weeks after
that the forces under General MacArthur, following a new United Na-
tions directive, had crossed the 38th Parallel heading toward the Yalu
River, which formed the border between North Korea and China. Sud-
denly, on November 26th, the Chinese army, more than fourteen divi-
sions strong, poured across the Yalu River and overwhelmed the thinly
spread out U.N. line. By mid-January the Chinese had recaptured Seoul
and had advanced seventy miles into South Korea. The U.N. counterat-
tack was eventually successful but very costly, and from then until the
end of the war almost two and a half years later the fighting was mostly
between the United Nations forces and the Russian-supported Chinese.
The intervention of Chinese forces in active opposition to the
United Nations troops in Korea had greatly increased the danger of a
general conflagration. It should be remembered that General MacAr-
thur was instructed not to interfere with them when they were crossing
the bridges over the Yalu River. He was told not to bomb the bridges
over the Yalu or have his planes go over Chinese territory, or pursue
Chinese planes that raided his own forces and then retreated to the
sanctuary of China beyond the Yalu River. To the modern generation,
which is accustomed to reading about Palestinian attacks on Israel and
Israeli reprisals against the forces of the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion in Lebanon, it does seem very strange that General MacArthur, the
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Commander in Chief of the United Nations Forces, was not allowed to
pursue planes which had come over from China to attack the United
Nations Forces.
I was shocked by the hesitancy of the Government of Canada and
of other governments in the United Nations to brand China as an ag-
gressor. If making an unprovoked and unannounced attack on the
United Nations Forces with an army of nearly half a million well armed
and well equipped troops was not aggression, then we need a new
definition of the term. Mr. Pearson, in his naive optimism, thought that
recognizing China and giving it a seat in the United Nations Security
Council would solve all the problems in the Far East. Consequently, he
did not want to offend Mao Tse-Tung's Government. I pointed out to
him, however, that recognizing Russia and having her in the United Na-
tions did little to solve the problems that existed between that country
and the West.
The most prominent political figure in the East at that time was
Jawaharlal Nehru, the Prime Minister of India. His proposals for a
peaceful settlement of the Korean question received much attention. In
Canada, members of the C.C.F. Party were praising Mr. Nehru and
really suggesting an appeasement of the Communists in Korea.
My neighbour, Mr. Leonard Stick, in addressing the subject said
very sensibly:
"With all the good will in the world toward Mr. Nehru and the peoples
of India and Pakistan, who are very lovable people, I regret to state that
their actions to bring about peace thus far in Korea are not based on
peace through strength. To me they are based on peace by appeasement
or peace at any price. To follow the Leader of the East in this regard
would be a fatal step for the West to take. It would be interpreted
throughout the Orient as a sign of our weakness and the Orient has
always followed those who are strong and can enforce their strength.
Furthermore, it is a denial of our policy of peace through strength; and
we in the West, however much we desire peace, cannot bring ourselves to
believe that a just and lasting peace can be brought about by such
means. "
Mr. Stick, the Liberal member from Trinity - Conception in New-
foundland, was a distinguished veteran of the First World War. He was
the first man to enlist in the Royal Newfoundland Regiment in 1914. He
served all through the war and for a considerable time he was in India,
where he learned a great deal about the ideas and the religions of that
vast land. He was a next door neighbour of mine for many years. I
greatly respected his opinions on military matters.
Although the debates on external affairs and national defence were
concerned mainly with various aspects of the Korean War, they were
not limited to that single subject. There was considerable discussion of
Soviet Russia's plans for world domination and about what could be
done to counteract them. An important passage in the Speech from the
52
Throne ran as follows:
"Progress has been made in the organization of an integrated force in
Europe under the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. The Supreme
Commander, General Eisenhower, has recently visited Canada to consult
with the Government and the Chiefs of Staff .. You will also be asked to
approve substantially increased expenditures for defence. "
As a matter of fact, Canada's active participation in, and expen-
ditures for, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization were increased
significantly during this Session. It was an indirect benefit of the
Korean War that the member nations of that organization should
become more aware of the Soviet threat and take measures to thwart it.
Also during this Session, amendments to the Indian Act were pro-
posed by the Honourable W.E. Harris, the new Minister of Citizenship
and Immigration. My colleague, Gordon Higgins, spoke on it and
recalled that in the previous year, arrangements had been made with the
federal government for the supply of funds for the schools used by the
Indian people for their children, and it was stated that the Indians in
Labrador had the same status as other people. This was not so in the
rest of Canada. Mr. Higgins quoted several commendations to the
government of Newfoundland for their attitude in this respect. I also
took part in this debate. I hadn't intended to speak until I heard the
astonishing remarks of the honourable member from Saskatoon (Mr.
Knight), to the effect that the Indians wished to have education divorc-
ed from the church. I questioned that. For whom was he speaking? I
asked:
" .. .has he taken a plebiscite of the Indians across Canada to find out if
that is their sentiment, or is he speaking for only a small group?"
I went on to tell of the wonderful work of the early missionaries in
North America. I told of the Franciscans who had been here before
Champlain, and how later they had gone to work among the Indians of
Southern California, bringing the arts of civilization and building the
wonderful missions known as the Jewels of the Rosary of Juniper Serra
which stretched along the Californian coast from San Diego to San
Francisco.
Warming to the subject - which I knew well- I spoke of the self-
sacrifice and devotion of the first Jesuit missionaries who had come to
Canada, and of how they had served the Indians out of love - love of
them and love of God. I pointed out that the missionaries were concern-
ed with more than the material or even intellectual advancement of their
charges, they were concerned with the spiritual and moral purposes of
life. I also quoted the honourable member's statement saying that
education was not in the sphere of the church. I said:
"That is the chieffunction of the church. That is the very reason for its
existence, to teach people the proper way to live. When we open our daily
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sessions here we say prayers, yet we want to divorce religious training
from the education of the Indians. "
The Honourable Lionel Chevrier said to me afterwards, "That's a
speech I should have made." My remarks on this occasion were
published extensively in the Catholic Press with favourable comments,
and I received several letters from missionaries and from Indian
children in the schools, thanking me for the observations which I had
made.
On Wednesday, March 14th, 1951, there was a rather unusual
debate which showed that not all the meetings of Parliament were of a
solemn nature. Gordon Higgins introduced a motion on Private
Members' Day as follows:
".... That in the opinion of the House appropriate steps should be
taken to seek an amendment on behalfofCanada to the Migratory Birds
Convention Act. "
This Act was in effect in Canada before Newfoundland became a
province. It prevented the shooting of turrs which, according to infor-
mation provided by Gordon Higgins and Ches Carter, the member for
Burin-Burgeo, and other members, including myself, supplied very
desirable food for many of the people in the outports of New-
foundland.
Gordon prepared his speech with great care and used official
statistics and statements to support his arguments. He pointed out that
Newfoundland had this privilege before Confederation, and was not a
party to the Convention and should be exempted from the provisions of
the Act, according to which it was an offence to shoot these birds for
any purpose. Newfoundlanders on the south portion of the Island
depended very largely on these birds to provide meat for their tables.
The number of birds was so great, being counted in the millions, that
there was little danger of their extinction.
The problem had been discussed with the United States Govern-
ment wildlife officials in June 1940, and it was recognized that New-
foundland was not a province at the time of the Canada-U.S. Conven-
tion. Therefore it was recommended that the federal authorities should
exercise patience and leniency in applying the prohibition to New-
foundland during the period necessary for adjustment.
Gordon read a statement from Dr. Lewis, a federal official, who
said that the federal department concerned took the responsibility of
allowing leniency as mentioned above. Dr. Lewis continued, however,
that this was only a temporary arrangement. In 1950 it was decided to
bring the regulations into effect on the southern part of the island, i.e.
from Grates Cove on the East, around Cape Race on the South, and
along the South coast and up the West coast to Cape St. Gregory. Since
that time many petitions had come from people resident in Burin-
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Burgeo, from Humber-St. George District, and Gordon stated that he
himself had received about 6,000 names by letter and telegrams from
different parts of the Island, and that Mr. Carter had another 7,500
names. Gordon said he had letters from all parts of Newfoundland in-
cluding Labrador protesting against the legislation. Gordon spoke for
nearly an hour. He read a letter from a former politician in New-
foundland, Ken Brown, who, if he hadn't suffered a stroke, would pro-
bably have been a member for some district in Newfoundland in the
House of Commons. Mr. Brown predicted that to deprive many of our
fishermen of this source of food would not only upset the family
budget, but also invite unrest among our people. The most important
letter was from George Hicks, an official of the Anglo-Newfoundland
Development Company in Grand Falls, Newfoundland, who said in his
letter:
.... I have watched the migration of these birds for more than forty
years and their numbers are certainly increasing. I've seen many places
where they breed, especially the Funk Islands. I am told by the people
who visited the Funks only last summer that the sky is literally dark with
them as they fly over the Island bringing food to their young. "
Mr. Hicks added that the bird was a delightful article of food.
On the following day the OTTAWA CITIZEN carried on its front
page an article under the heading MP SINGS TO THE HOUSE IN
SPEECH. Reginald Harvey, its parliamentary correspondent, wrote:
"Having failed to obtain the Speaker's consent to playa record in the
House entitled 'The Shooting of the Bawks', Mr. Higgins recited the
ballad, breaking into full voice as he came to the last line - 'For there's
a bloody law agin the killin' of the bawks,' it was sung to the tune of
'The Wearing of the Green', and was enthusiastically applauded by the
House.
Mr. Higgins wasn't trying to be funny, he was in deadly earnest, so was
Chesley William Carter, Liberal member for Burin-Burgeo; so was
William Browne, P.e. member for St. John's West; and so was J. W.
Noseworthy, the e.e.F. member for York South who is an old New-
foundlander who knows about turrs and bawks and other sea birds.
In their efforts to persuade the Government to adopt Mr. Higgins'
resolution, they pulled out all the stops and turned their oratorical
powers to full account. 'Imagine spring without the robin, or the
blackbird or the thrush,' declaimed Mr. Browne in lyric tones, 'What is
summer without the swallow or skylark, or early mornings in the forests
without the whistling of the birds. Imagine the ships at sea without the
friendly following gulls. '
Despite the strength of the Newfoundlanders' attack, the resolution was
'talked out. ' The debate lasted all afternoon.
At the end, Mr. Winters, Minister of Resources and Development, said,
'The Government will enter into discussion with the United States
without delay to see if the objectives can be achieved.' "
They were, and people in Newfoundland may still kill and eat the turrs.
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When I had returned to Ottawa for the commencement of the Ses-
sion in January 1951, one of the first things I did was to visit Mrs. Alan
Fleming to see how she had been getting on since I saw her in
September. Her daughter Margot was living at home and going to
school at the Convent of Notre Dame, and her aged Aunt Josephine
from New Brunswick was also living with her. Her aunt was almost
blind and her hearing was bad; nevertheless, she was surprisingly in-
dependent and did most things for herself. Mrs. Fleming - she was
called Mae by all her friends - and I had become very good friends by
this time and we called each other by our first names.
Mae was very active socially. She was one of the directors of the
popular Canadian Women's Club of Ottawa - the most sought after
women's group in the city. She was also chairman of the women's
English Catholic section of the Community Chest, an active worker for
the Red Cross and a member of the May Court Club which assisted
older citizens in need. Both she and her husband had been Liberals in
politics, and at one time she had been the chairman of the Women's
Liberal Association in Ottawa. In regard to political activity between
elections, Ottawa was no different from St. John's or any other place.
Except for an annual meeting or convention, it was hard to get more
than a corporal's guard to attend a meeting. I was invited many times to
speak to Conservative groups in Ottawa but usually only about ten or a
dozen people turned up to hear me. With Parliament going on right
there in the city, it seemed that they were getting enough politics and
didn't need to go to any special meetings to learn about them.
Mae was also a great friend of the Sisters of the Order of Sainte
Jeanne d'Arc, and for one term she and I took lessons in French from
Sister St. Paul. The Superior of this Order was Mother Thomas
Aquinas who was a celebrated woman. 1 She was a poet and must have
been a very good teacher of French as well, because she listed among
her pupils the Governor-General Viscount Alexander and the Chief
Justice of Canada, Honourable Mr. Kerwin. Mother Thomas Aquinas
was very pleased one day when she was listening to the radio and she
heard the Governor-General giving a speech in French. He even recited
one of La Fontaine's fables which she had taught him!
During the Easter recess of 1951, we went down to New York.
Besides Mae and Margot there was Mary Black, a friend of Mae's and
Miss Boyle, a friend of Margot's. We were met at Central Station by a
friend of mine, Mike Wadden, who used to be a druggist in St. John's,
but who had sold out to Gerald S. Doyle and had gone to New York.
He was now working in a hotel there as night clerk. I don't know what
his hours were, but he was able to take us to the services for Good Fri-
day at St. Patrick's Cathedral. We were fortunate to hear Monsignor
Fulton Sheen speak that night on the Last Seven Words of Our Lord.
Our hotels (I was at a different hotel from the ladies) were near St.
ISeeAppendix K
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Patrick's Cathedral, so we also went there for the services on Holy
Saturday and Easter Sunday. After the Saturday service we went to the
sacristy and met Cardinal Spellman who, when he was the chief
chaplain of the United States Armed Forces, had visited the American
bases in Newfoundland.
We used to have breakfast at a Childs' Restaurant not far from the
Cathedral. At this time there were no longer many Childs' Restaurants
left, although when I first went to Toronto they were very popular. One
morning a priest in chaplain's uniform came up to me in the restaurant
and said:
"There must be two Judge Brownes in the world if you're not Judge
Browne".
I said I was Judge Browne.
The priest was Father Dan O'Sullivan, who had been a chaplain in
St. John's during the war with the Canadian Army, and whom I knew
very well. It was a great pleasure to meet him. He was a member of the
Redemptorist Order in Toronto.
The ladies liked to visit the stores, and they also went to see the
Radio City Music Hall, which is a famous place for tourists to visit.
Mike Wadden took me down on Broadway to a restaurant he knew,
where we had a most enjoyable Jiggs' dinner of corned beef and cab-
bage, but the corned beef wasn't like what we eat in Newfoundland. It
seemed to be a higher quality of beef and looked more like roast beef
that had been corned. Mike Wadden was a member of the Knights of
Columbus, and as I had been a Grand Knight we had a good deal in
common. He was also a stamp collector and had sent me many first day
covers. First day covers were very popular in the States, starting in
about 1929. For about thirty years I received covers of almost all the
issues, sometimes two or three of them, and of course I still have them.
We also visited some other friends from Newfoundland who were
living in New York; among these were Isabel Hagen, the sister of Ned
Hagen with whom I had gone to school at St. Bon's, my cousin Nellie
Ryan and her husband Charlie, and Alice Jacoby (nee Kent) of Bell
Island who had been a great friend of Edward's mother. Isabel was
from St. Pierre.
On our return trip I asked Mae if she would marry me, and she said
she would let me know the next day. She agreed. We decided to get
married on the 27th of June. This was a few days before the House ad-
journed for the summer. When that day arrived - a bright and warm
summer day - Mae and I were married in the Blessed Sacrament
Church in Ottawa by Monsignor Armstrong. The official witnesses
were Jimmy Frawley, a friend from my student days in Toronto, and
his wife Louise, who was French Canadian but perfectly bilingual.
Among the guests were Mae's brother Gerald and his family, my
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The Author and Ma~, June 27, 1951
Billy, Peter, Margot, Author, Mae and Edward
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friend Gordon Higgins, Mae's daughter Margot and her Aunt
Josephine, and my three sons - Billy, Peter and Edward. After a lun-
cheon reception at Mae's house, which was only a block from the
church, Mae and I were driven to the Union Station, where we took the
train to New Brunswick. My new wife's cousins, the Barrieaus, greeted
us on our arrival in Moncton and offered us the use of their lovely cot-
tage in Brule, on the North Shore of New Brunswick. We were royally
entertained with lobster and strawberries, as it was the height of the
season both for the delectable crustaceans and the luscious fruit. We
were very grateful to Mae's cousins for a pleasant couple of days in
their beautiful beach home in a most attractive part of New Brunswick.
I was less grateful about the large quantity of confetti that they put in
our suitcases! They also drove us to Moncton airport where we boarded
the plane for St. John's.
We arrived home in time for me to get ready for the annual reunion
of St. Bon's Old Boys' Association (I was the President) which was set
for Sunday, July 1st. It was usually held on the Sunday nearest July
14th, the feast day of St. Bonaventure, but this year the breakfast was
advanced so as to form a part of the ceremonies honoring the college's
most distinguished alumnus, and marking his installation as the new
Archbishop of St. John's and Metropolitan of the Ecclesiastical Pro-
vince of Newfoundland. I refer to the Most Reverend P. J. Skinner,
C.J.M., D.O. After Mass, which was celebrated in the College Chapel,
the reunion breakfast was served in the refectory by the Ladies'
Association. I greeted the new Archbishop and the distinguished guests
- noting with regret the absence due to illness of Brother Strapp - and
I invited His Grace to become the patron of our Association. I then ex-
pressed the hope that Almighty God might be pleased to grant to him
many years of health and vigour to work for the advancement of the
Church in Newfoundland.
In his opening remarks His Grace congratulated me on my recent
marriage and noted that I didn't take advantage of the excuse offered
by the guest invited to the wedding feast in the scripture!2 His Grace
also noted that it was thirty-six years almost to the day since Arch-
bishop Roche had been installed and had similarly attended a meeting
of the Old Boys' Association at a Communion breakfast and attended
the gathering of his fellow alumni.
His Grace expressed himself as being very happy to become the
patron of our Association.
The theme of His Grace's address was his recent trip, highlighted
by a visit to Rome to receive the Sacred Pallium, symbol of his high of-
fice. In chatting in informal style he gave a word picture of his travels
from Easter Sunday until his return to St. John's on June 21st to receive
a joyous and loyal welcome from his people.
2Luke 14:20 - And another said: I have married a wife. and therefore t cannot come.
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He told us that in his travels he had visited Iona College, then the
mother house of the Christian Brothers at New Rochelle, New York;
then All Hallows' College in Dublin, Ireland. Many of our priests had
trained there, as had his predecessor Archbishop Roche. He also visited
the shrines of the Little Flower in Lisieux, and Our Lady of Lourdes,
both in France, before going to Rome.
There was an unusually large attendance at the breakfast, and
among the distinguished guests at the head table were: Sir Albert
Walsh, the Chief Justice; R. S. Furlong, K.C., M.B.E.; His Grace the
Archbishop; Reverend Brother P. C. Fleming, President of the College;
A. M. Duffy, Arthur Jackman, James Vinnicombe and John Doyle.
Archbishop Skinner was to serve as head of the diocese until his
retirement on April 6th, 1979, and his term of office was marked by
many radical changes in the religious and educational life of the
Catholic community.
ROUND TRIP ON THE S.S. NORTHERN RANGER
Mae had told me that she would like very much to make a trip
around Newfoundland by boat. I called the passenger department of
the Canadian National Railways, and went to see Tom Dalton, the
manager of the passenger office, whom I had known all his life. He told
us we were lucky in that Mr. Ches Carter, M.P. for Burin-Burgeo, had
just cancelled his reservation of the deluxe cabin on the S.S. NOR-
THERN RANGER and we could have it. Then he went to seek accom-
modation on the train leaving to connect with the steamer, and shortly
after returned to tell me that a W. J. Browne had booked the parlour
car and cancelled it and I could have it. This seemed to me to be too
much of a coincidence and although he strongly denied that he was
favouring me, I have always felt that he had done so.
The cruise of the NORTHERN RANGER around the Island and
part way up the Labrador coast had become one of the most popular
trips for many Newfoundlanders during the summer months. This
popularity was not confined to the local population. Hundreds of per-
sons from other provinces, and Americans, also liked to make the trip.
Many were disappointed that summer because of the lack of accom-
modations on the ship. A writer for the EVENING TELEGRAM ex-
pressed our thoughts on the scenery:
"The magnificent awe-inspiring grandeur and beauty of the coastline,
the marvellous sunsets and the variety of the places visited, all tend to
make up a pleasant trip, and for the landsman and those far removed
from the sea, it is an experience not soon forgotten. "
The train ride across the country was a good introduction to New-
foundland. I was able to tell Mae something of the history of the set-
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dements in Conception Bay, and of the little towns the railway passed
through: about Whitbourne, where Prime Minister Sir Robert Bond
used to live, and about Clarenville, where they had built wooden ships
that served the Newfoundland carrying trade to distant lands. On the
west coast we saw the fine power plant at Deer Lake, and travelled
along that great body of water and down the Humber River to the paper
city of Corner Brook.
It was here that we boarded the S.S. NORTHERN RANGER,
under Captain Snow, which was to take us around the Island to St.
John's. This service no longer exists. The passenger train and the
coastal steamer have gone, being replaced by a bus system and the
Trans-Canada Highway. As it travelled up the west coast of New-
foundland, the NORTHERN RANGER stopped at many towns and
villages such as Bonne Bay, Cow Head and Port au Choix. When we got
to Flowers Cove we crossed the Straits of Belle Isle to Forteau and Red
Bay in Labrador. I had never been along this route before and found it
just as fascinating as Mae did. I was probably more interested in our
stopping places, for I knew that at most of them there was a fine salmon
river. My interest was quickened when I saw Lee Wulff, the famous
salmon fisherman and sports writer, off-loading a tractor onto a boat.
His intention was to build an airstrip near one of the many rivers for
salmon fishing, and to fly American sports fishermen there in summer.
Some passengers got on the boat at one of the ports of Labrador to
go to St. Anthony for treatment. This town has a hospital which was
founded by Sir Wilfred Grenfell many years ago. As we went in to St.
Anthony Harbour we were greeted by a chorus of dogs which were pen-
ned up behind tall fences. They were kept for travel in the winter time,
but I believe it's no longer necessary to keep dogs at St. Anthony as
various kinds of motor transportation are now available. I was very
anxious to go into the hospital at St. Anthony, because I had developed
very uncomfortable rheumatic pains all over. When I felt these symp-
toms at home I used to procure some sodium salicylate tablets, but I
didn't have any with me and there was no nurse or medicine on board
the ship, not even a pill. I saw the doctor in charge at St. Anthony, and
he gave me a small bottle full. After two or three doses my pains all left
me, and I was able to enjoy fully the remainder of the trip as we went
from St. Anthony to the different places on the East Coast on the way
back to St. John's. At Englee a young man came aboard selling seal
skins. I bought two of them, and when I got to St. John's I went to see
Mr. Parsons, the manager of the Hudson's Bay Company. I gave him
one, and for that he dressed the other one for me. We kept it for many
years in our house at Ottawa, usually on the back of a sofa, until it wore
out.
There used to be a great deal of activity around the steamer when
she would come up to a port of call and anchor outside. We very seldom
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went to a wharf, and so there were many people going around in motor
boats, waiting for their turn I suppose, to take goods or passengers off
the steamer. In the same way there were other boats trying to put
passengers and freight on the steamer. At a couple of places we noticed
where the federal government was building substantial wharves for set-
tlements which had been without them for a long time.
One morning we were treated to breakfast of salt fish and brewis
and scruncheons. Scruncheons are made of fat pork which has been
cooked on the frying pan until it is hard, and then chopped into small
pieces. I don't know which comes first, the cooking or the cutting. I was
always used to salt fish and brewis, which is "hard tack" soaked in
water and boiled, but apparently the custom now is to have fresh fish
cooked. It is still called fish and brewis.
It must have seemed strange to Mae to realize that I knew so little
about my own province. I have often regretted that when I was a young
man I didn't travel more around the country. I did know the district of
Ferryland well and I had been to Placentia a good many times and
several times to Corner Brook and to Port aux Basques. On the west
coast I had never gone further than 25 or 30 miles away from the
railway line. I had never been to Labrador and I actually didn't land
there until 1959, when the Queen and Prince Philip visited Canada and I
escorted them by plane from St. John's to Labrador via Corner Brook.
I think it is necessary certainly for a Member of Parliament or a
Member of the House of Assembly to know as much as possible about
his constituency and about his country, too. I did have two invitations
to go west and see how the farmers live on the prairies, but I didn't ac-
cept either one of these. Perhaps I should have. I did visit Harry White,
M.P., at Glanworth, near London, Ontario. He was a farmer who
specialized in bee keeping and sold honey. He and his wife were most
hospitable. Harry was a quiet and modest man who did not seem to
realize how popular he was with his constituents. I remember as I parted
from him in 1953 he was very sad, thinking he would not be elected. He
felt sure that Gordon Higgins and I would be elected because we had
made such a fine showing in the House, whereas he seldom spoke. His
majority in 1949 had only been 60. He was elected with a majority of
over 3000, while Gordon and I were both defeated, principally due to
the intervention of Major Cashin as an Independent candidate in St.
John's East.
In 1950, whilst driving to Sl. John's from Ottawa I had also visited
Jean Francois Pouliot, the outspoken Liberal M.P. from Temiscouata,
P.Q. He lived at Riviere-du-Loup. He was regarded as a sort of 'enfant
terrible,' due to his independent way of talking. His pretty wife was
from Constantinople. He had one son, who was studying at the
Fisheries College of Ste. Anne de la Pocatiere. They took me there to
see the place when they were calling for their son. In 1955, after over
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thirty years in the House of Commons he was 'summoned,' as they say
officially, to the Senate. I found him a very pleasant and fair debater.
He was a popular figure in Parliament, as he must have been amongst
his constituents.
The rest of the summer of 1951 was interesting and pleasant. I had
a good deal of law work to take care of, but it still left me time to travel
around my riding with Mae and introduce her to many friends in New-
foundland. Of course we went to Trepassey, where I took her to the
North West River where I landed my last fish, which I gave to the
warden. I hooked another in the lower part of Rennie's Pool and passed
the rod over to Mae to play. However, this was her first attempt at lan-
ding a salmon, and she appeared to hold the rod too tightlY, for when
the fish jumped the line broke.
I suppose that over the years I had caught hundreds of salmon in
Trepassey's North West River. During a period of twenty-five years I
had fished for salmon a little on the west coast, but mostly in
Salmonier, Placentia and Trepassey. In each place the rivers changed.
Salmonier was never as good after the woods along the bank were cut
down, and Placentia ceased to be a good salmon river during the Se-
cond World War, which brought vast building projects to Argentia and
a greatly increased population of American service men and local
workers. The Trepassey river remained a good fishing river, probably
because it was not as accessible as the others. Although I returned a few
more times after 1951, I never caught another salmon. Nowadays very
few fish seem to go up the river because too many were caught by a
Japanese cod trap along the coast, especially near Peter's River.
However, more people go salmon fishing, even though the salmon run
is much less than it used to be.
No doubt there are other causes for a reduction in the number of
salmon entering the rivers of Newfoundland, but the Japanese cod trap
was the greatest cause. I warned federal officials of this when I first
learned of it, but my warning was ignored for several years. I believe
that recently a change was made in the design of the Japanese cod trap,
which gives the salmon a better chance to escape and get up the rivers.
At the end of 1983, the federal Fisheries Minister was considering a
total ban on catching salmon by East Coast commercial fishermen, but
leaving the sportsmen free to fish although limiting the number of fish
he can catch. I enquired as to the number of Japanese cod traps in use
by Newfoundland fishermen, and I seem to remember I was given the
figure of 40. It was a very destructive policy.
Mae and I had a curious experience over at a settlement called
Point la Haye in St. Mary's Bay. We went down to the seashore; there
was nobody else around at the time, and we saw a sight unlike anything
we had ever seen before - the water was alive with codfish devouring
the caplin. With a cast net or even a large dip net I could have dipped
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caplin and codfish until I was tired. I'll never forget that wild scene of
codfish and caplin. One can easily understand why the fishery has been
so attractive to fishermen, because in a few hours fishermen can
sometimes have a trap full of fish and their summer voyage is a success.
The fourth Session of the Twenty-First Parliament ended on the
9th of October and later that day the fifth Session began. The Speech
from the Throne was unable to report any changes in the situation in
Korea, where fighting continued along the 38th Parallel, but efforts to
bring about a ceasefire were being discussed. By this time Canada was
well represented in the United Nations forces, with troops from all over
the country, including many from Newfoundland. The Speech an-
nounced that the St. Lawrence Seaway and power development were
underway and would proceed as rapidly as possible. Another piece of
legislation, one of great interest to Newfoundland, concerned the finan-
cing of the causeway across the Strait of Canso. Once this was com-
pleted, people travelling from Newfoundland would be able to drive to
points west of Cape Breton much more easily.
My speeches in the House dealt chiefly with matters directly con-
cerning Newfoundland, such as rail and equalization rates, price sup-
ports for the fisheries, and the industrial development program. Gor-
don and I were absent for some time during this Session because Mr.
Smallwood suddenly decided to call a provincial election. Our party in
Newfoundland could not be said to be well o'rganized, and it asked Mr.
Drew, who was national head of the Progressive Conservative Party as
well as Leader of the Opposition, to send someone down to help. Mr.
Drew asked us to go and help with the election campaign.
Before I tell of that campaign, let me briefly review what had been
happening in the province since Confederation, and what led to the
election.
In 1949 and 1950 the Premier of Newfoundland was faced with the
problems of the operation of the Government. He had plenty of funds
without quite knowing what to do with them. He had to build a new in-
frastructure, because the Commission of Government had carried on
their duties so economically that they had neglected many of the
necessaries for good government in the country. He did engage the well-
known firm of chartered accountants, Peat, Marwick & Mitchell, to set
up a system of bookkeeping for the various departments. He knew that
agriculture had been neglected to a large extent, so that he gave some
thought to the practicability of a sheep-raising program and the in-
troduction of white-tailed deer into our province. He was most en-
thusiastic over the important decision of the Rockefeller Foundation
(I.B.E.C.) to come here and make some studies on the possibilities for
development. They came and read over some reports of other people,-
and made two or three reports of their own on the possibility of
establishing a paper mill in Labrador or in Bay d'Espoir, but the details
65
of these reports were not divulged. Some romantic fishermen from
Iceland, hearing that the new government in Newfoundland were in
search of a policy, came to see him. They won his support for a herring
industry. They were given $260,000 and the blessing of the Premier to
establish a herring industry. This was a complete failure. One of my
constituents, Bobby Power, a fisherman of Ship Harbour, Placentia
Bay, afterwards told me that he went out near the Icelanders and caught
all the herring he wanted, whilst Mr. Smallwood's experts caught none.
A survey was undertaken of the Bay d' Espoir watershed, with a view to
the development of water power there. A survey of mineral lands was
also made. Three boards were set up to lend money for the development
of industry, the formation of co-operative organizations, and fishery
development. In the winter of 1949-1950, Premier Smallwood decided
to spend some of his funds in creating work for the unemployed. After
spending one and one-quarter million dollars in most of the districts of
Newfoundland (nothing in Ferryland!) he abandoned this idea as
hopeless. In the Session of 1950 he said in the House, as if he were
thinking out loud:
"If we can launch one or two sizeable new industries in the next year or
two in Newfoundland it can make a tremendous difference to the fate of
all of us in this Province."3
And then a miracle happened. To quote Keats:
"Then felt he like some watcher of the skies when a new planet swims in-
to his ken."
During one of his visits to Ottawa, he met the mysterious economic
wizard, Alfred Valdmanis, and talked to him for hours on end in his
suite in the Chateau Laurier. Honourable James R. Chalker was with
him on that occasion. Dr. Valdmanis was a Latvian, a prominent citizen
of one of the three Baltic countries which received independence after
many years of oppression by Russia, at the conclusion of the first world
war, only to lose it again after World War II. As I heard it, the Presi-
dent of Latvia decided to take one hundred of the cleverest young men
that he could find and train them for the future government of the
country. Valdmanis was one of these. He was possessed of great natural
talent, he was industrious, he was multilingual, and he was reported to
have experience in industry in Germany. As a new immigrant to Canada
who had been through the Second World War and had survived im-
prisonment both in Latvia and Germany, with his natural abilities and
experience in economics he seemed just the man that the Premier of
Newfoundland wanted. He would be able to draw up a blueprint for in-
dustrial development in Newfoundland. This would stop the flow of
emigration and take many thousands of Newfoundlanders out of the
JHansard 1950, p. 912.
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very difficult way of making a living in the fisheries and place them in
factories. He was engaged on the spot to become the Director General
of Economic Development in the department of which Mr. Smallwood
himself was Minister. The Cabinet approved.
I had referred to Dr. Valdmanis in a speech on the address in reply
in the House of Commons at Ottawa just a short time before and I
stated:
"He, Premier Smallwood, is assisted there by a gentleman who was once
employed in the Department of Trade and Commerce, at, I understand,
one hundred dollars a month. The Department, apparently, was unable
to realize this man's great worth; but the Premier of Newfoundland
engaged him at the salary of $25,000 a year, as Director General of
Economic Development, on the understanding that he was to initiate in
Newfoundland one industry per month.
He has exceeded that, so the Premier has been able to announce that
there are now 25 industries either started or conceived by this brilliant
economic adviser, Dr. Alfred Valdmanis, who, in a book wrillen in 1943
by Gregory Meiksins, was called 'the Quisling of Latvia and a Nazi col-
laborator.' That gentleman came to the assistance of the Premier of
Newfoundland, who himself has been very keen on industrial develop-
ment, but lacked the 'know how' to bring it about."
The hiring of this brilliant but mysterious man was to put new life
into the Government.
The first official announcement of an industrial development in
Newfoundland was made in the Speech from the Throne opening the
third session of the twenty-ninth General Assembly on March 7, 195 I.
The reference was:
" ... My ministers have also entered into contracts for the construction of
a cement mill, a gypsum-plaster and plaster-wallboard plant and a plant
to manufacture birch floors, veneer, plywood and plywood doors. In-
sofar as it is prudent and in the public interest to acquaint you with the
financial details of these contracts, they will be laid before you at the pre-
sent session."
It will be appreciated that our party was extremely small in those
days. The two of us in the House of Commons, Gordon Higgins and
myself, could do a lot of good there for our province, even though our
party only had forty members in a House of 262. We found most of the
ministers very fair in their dealings with us, and the same can be said of
the Government officials.
In Newfoundland our party had five members under the leadership
of John G. Higgins, K.C., a lawyer of long standing but with no
previous parliamentary experience. His colleague Frank Fogwill had
been a member of the National Convention, as had Ignatius Jackman
and Leonard Miller. The other member of our party in the House of
Assembly was Ronald Fahey, a prominent union leader like Mr.
Jackman.
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These men were greatly handicapped in the House of Assembly.
The Independent member, Peter Cashin, who had been elected for Fer-
ryland, was unpredictable. With his experience of nine years in the
House of Assembly between 1923 and 1932, and three years as a
member of the Government of Sir Richard Squires as Minister of
Finance, and over a year as the leader of the Responsible Government
party in the National Convention, he should have been a very powerful
force. If we had all been able to work together, we could have done
more. Gordon Higgins and 1 knew that Smallwood was perplexed as to
how he could get jobs for the 'toiling masses,' and at the same time
make the fisheries a worthwhile occupation. His antagonism towards
the fish merchants helped his cause very little. His efforts to help
organize the fishermen into a viable independent body was doomed
from the start, as it should have been built from the ground up, as I had
suggested in my speech in the House of Commons on February 6th,
1951.
There were three men picked by J .R. Smallwood as his economic
advisors at this time, O. L. Vardy, Dr. Alfred Valdmanis, and Mr.
Clive Planta. He lavished praise on them all.
The Premier seemed to have the utmost confidence in Oliver Var-
dy, whose background before returning to Newfoundland from the
United States was unknown. In St. John's he became a successful
broadcaster, and was for sixteen years a member of the St. John's City
Council. He was a Confederate and was elected in St. John's West in
the first provincial election in 1949 with former Councillor Spratt,
defeating Harry Mews, our Party leader and Michael Harrington, a
former member of the National Convention.
Clive Planta was mentioned in the Speech from the Throne in
1951 "my ministers take satisfaction from the fact that they have been
able to secure the services of Mr. Clive Planta, the Deputy Minister of
Fisheries." This was the culmination of an intensive search not confin-
ed to Canada, and the Premier had even looked to Europe for a person
to fill his position. The pleasure of the Government at finding Mr. Plan-
ta was expressed by the Premier on opening day, when he stated:
"We are all, I'm quile sure, pleased indeed Ihal we have here in Ihe
Chamber Ihis aflernoon our lalesl acquisilion 10 Newfoundland - a
man wilh a very remarkable record of achievemenl; a man ofgreal Slan-
ding across Ihis greal Canadian nalion; a man ofgreal repUlalion - and
he was willing 10 leave alllhal behind 10 come here amongsl us; 10 Ihrow
in his 101 wilh us; 10 pUI his hand 10 Ihe fisheries plough, aboul which my
honourable friend spoke - our new DepUlY Minisler of Fisheries, Mr.
Clive Planla. We were proud we were able 10 snalch him from under Ihe
noses of Ollawa, bring him 10 Newfoundland and make a New-
foundlander of him. "
From time to time 1 had heard strange stories of the activities of the
new Deputy Minister, so that in August, 1952, when I learned of his
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assignment of his assets for the benefit of his creditors, I wasn't surpris-
ed. On behalf of two clients I all ended the first meeting of creditors and
received a copy of the debts which were owed and which amounted to
only forty three thousand dollars. Included were amounts owing to
several fish merchants of Newfoundland and some money was due the
Premier himself. He continued to function as Deputy Minister for a
considerable time afterwards, probably until most of his local creditors
were repaid. He then returned to Ottawa.
Mr. Vardy seemed to be the right-hand man of the Premier. He
was employed in his department of Economic Development after he
resigned from his position in the Cabinet, and was the agent for the
company which supplied furniture and electrical appliances used in the
government-owned apartments at Churchill Square. He was responsi-
ble, as an important figure in the tourist business, for having printed
large quantities of attractive folders and other literature prepared in
Montreal to advertise our scenery and our advantages to prospective
tourists and fishermen.
Later, he became involved in a court case in which the Government
wanted him brought home from Panama where he appeared to be on
holiday. He was arrested in Panama - by whom I don't know - and
taken to Florida. But in Florida he engaged a lawyer who was able to
support his resistance to being extradited to Canada. He remained there
and died there.
It was a strange thing that, on the opening day of the House of
Assembly, March 7th, 1951, only one of the speakers on the Address in
Reply made any reference to the great announcement of the start of the
long awaited Industrial Development Policy. Mr. Horwood spoke on
the many uses of birch, and how the value of the wood would be greatly
enhanced by converting logs into veneer and plywood. Mr. Janes con-
centrated his speech on the development of fisheries as preferable to
factories. The Premier mentioned the cement mill and gypsum plant in
passing. I would have expected much more allention to be given the an-
nouncement in the Speech from the Throne.
Nothing was said until Mr. Fogwill asked the Premier a question
about Dr. Valdmanis's contract. The Premier replied that the doctor
had been formerly Minister of Finance, Trade and Industry in the
Government of Latvia when it was a republic and independent. He had
been a refugee from Europe, and the Government of Newfoundland
had appointed him Director General of the Department of Economic
Development for four years at the salary of twenty-five thousand
dollars per year. The Premier added that Dr. Valdmanis had proved in-
valuable to the government and in the few months he had been
employed, he had been worth more than his salary of the four years of
his contract. Other questions were asked. It was learned that both the
cement mill and gypsum mill had been designed and that Ernest Leja,
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an experienced engineer from Latvia, was employed by the government
to supervise the construction of both plants. It was decided to have the
cement mill, the machinery and the internal layout constructed by
MIAG, a German company prominent in this sort of work. William J.
Lundrigan Limited did the construction of the plants. The Oppposition
seriously questioned the legality of the action of the Government in
making contracts for the erection of the cement and gypsum plants
without having received authority from the Legislature. The Premier
replied that it was urgent and necessary to make a quick decision, and
they were covered by the provisions of the Audit Act, section 33, sub-
section 1. This action showed that the Government could do anything it
wished with the large majority it had. It was announced that negotia-
tions were also going on for the establishment of other industries, but in
the meantime the birch plant, the cement and gypsum plants were three
definitely socialist enterprises built entirely at Government expense. The
Premier tried to distinguish the birch plant as something different, but
it was a distinction without a difference.
Although on Wednesday, March 7th, 1951, at the opening of a new
Session, the Speech from the Throne delivered on that day stated:
"My Ministers have also entered infO contracts for the construction of a
cement mill, gypsum plant and plaster-wallboard plant and a plant to
manufacture birch flooring, veneer and plywood, "
in a Special Session of the House of Assembly held on October 24th.,
1951, the Speech from the Throne stated:
(a) The cement mill at Humbermouth has been completed,
(b) The gypsum, plaster, plasterboard and plaster lath mill is now rapid-
ly nearing completion,
(c) The birch mill has commenced production,
(d) The construction ofa new tannery at Carbonear is proceeding rapid-
ly,
(e) A start has been made on the construction of the large new
machinery plant at Donovans,
(f) The machinery for the new cotton mill is scheduled to leave Europe
for Newfoundland on the 5th of November,
(g) The new leather goods factory is expected to commence early in
November,
(h) Before the close of this year a number of other industries are due to
commence actual construction.
The Premier was calling an election to get the approval of the peo-
ple on his policies. Since he had only been elected in 1949, and since he
had entered into all these complicated negotiations for the construction
of industries, and since he had spent many millions and committed
twenty millions of dollars to work, it seemed to be hypocritical to ask
the people now to endorse what he was doing. He set out his policy in a
two page spread in the EVENING TELEGRAM where he said:
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"We shall pledge public credil 10 help gel induslries slaned; we will
guaranlee Ihe bonds ofcompanies which agree 10 sIan induslries in New-
foundland. If you elecl me, Ihere will be anolher mill al Ihe OClagon.
Newfoundland will have more jobs Ihan men. ... Wilhin IWO years we
will have 10 send for Newfoundlanders and bring Ihem back from Ihe
Uniled Slales and Ihe mainland of Canada, and our new program will
lake Ihousands of men OUI of Ihe fisheries and give Ihem jobs wilh good
cash wages in Ihe new induslries. These new induslries will employ aboul
15,000 Newfoundlanders wilh wages of Ihirly million dollars and employ
indireclly 5,000 olhers, earning len million dollars. A 10lal of20,000 peo-
ple earning fony million dollars. "
The Liberal Party, entrenched in power and completely under the
thumb of the Premier, was confident of overwhelming victory. It had
unlimited funds for campaigning and advertising, wrung from the
businessmen that dealt with the government. The Premier had been ac-
ting like a dictator before the election; afterwards, he would be more of
a dictator than ever.
Our party, on the other hand, was in complete disarray. Outside
the Avalon Peninsula it was extremely weak. We were without a leader,
for Jack Higgins, the leader of the Party in the House of Assembly, had
resigned. There was criticism of the manner in which he carried out his
duties - he was said to be not aggressive enough. He took umbrage at
this and gave up the leadership and - although he regretted this later-
decided not to become a candidate in the election.
As Gordon Higgins had been a member of the National Conven-
tion, and also a member of the first delegation sent to negotiate the
Terms of Union with Canada, he had a better knowledge of prospective
candidates than I did, so I suggested to him that he should act as the
campaign director, and I would help the two candidates in the riding of
St. John's West outside the city. These were Gus Duffy, who would run
in Ferryland, and Con Mahoney, who ran in the District of Placentia
and St. Mary's.
The Conservatives didn't have time to get suitable candidates for
all the districts, nor were we able to prepare a full party platform. For
the moment we would have to be content with being the Loyal Opposi-
tion. Some of our supporters even went so far as to advocate putting no
candidates up for election. Nothing would have pleased the vanity of
the Premier more. Many people, and not only in our own party, felt
that the election was unnecessary. An editorial in the EVENING
TELEGRAM remarked that "holding an election now is a wasteful ex-
penditure by a party with overwhelming strength in the legislature!"
In calling this election, the Premier knew that he would eliminate
Ted Russell (Independent) who was proving a severe critic of the Liberal
party and its policy. He knew that with P. J. Lewis, Q.c., running on
his side in Harbour Main-Bell Island, he would take a seat from the
P.c. 'so He felt pretty confident, too, that he would be able to find a
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seat for his great friend and colleague in the Confederation campaign
for whom he had worked so hard in the federal election, Gregory
Power, who was made acting Minister of Finance pending the election.
However, there was some objection to his policy. Peter Cashin decided
to run in St. John's West, and took as his colleague Malcolm Hollett,
with whom he had worked in the National Convention.
I was helping Con Mahoney over in the Placentia-St. Mary's area,
and Gus Duffy at the other end of my riding in the Ferryland district. It
was a difficult time on account of the cold weather. Gus Duffy was.a
good candidate, and had enthusiastic meetings in all the settlements
around there. He also had the assistance of George Kennedy, his clerk,
who was a popular young man in the neighbourhood of Renews and
Fermeuse, and whose wife came from that area. Gus Duffy operated a
stationery and book store in St. John's, and was the chief supplier in
Newfoundland of church ornaments and other religious objects, which
included priests' vestments and religious books. This trade brought him
'into frequent contact with the priests and other religious in the district
of Ferryland.
The seat of Placentia-St. Mary's had been held by a Progressive
Conservative, Leonard Miller, since the 1949 election. Mr. Miller decid-
ed, however, that his fortunes lay with the Liberal Party so he switched.
Later he was to run unsuccessfully against me in St. John's West. Our
Liberal opponent here was the previously mentioned Gregory Power,
who had run against me in the federal election of 1949. Although Con
Mahoney was a very pleasant person and a good canvasser and did his
best in the cause, it was an impossible task for him to win that district
for the P.C.'s in the short time available.
The most interesting event of this election concerned Dr. Sen-
newald who was supposed to be a German eye specialist desirous of
establishing a factory in St. John's to make eyeglasses and frames. In
October he had written to Mr. Fred Emerson, K.C., who spoke German
fluently, complaining about the dishonest manner in which contracts
were being made by Germans with the Government of Newfoundland.
He complained that there were trusts in Germany handling all these
things. Mr. Emerson showed the letter to his law partner Gordon Hig-
gins, who told Mr. Drew, the Leader of the Opposition, about it. Both
men thought the charges in the doctor's letter serious enough to have
him come to Newfoundland and expose them as he wished to do.
Gordon Higgins announced that a radio broadcast would take
place on Friday, November 23rd and that there would be a public
meeting at the C.L.B. Armoury on Saturday evening, the purpose of
the broadcast and the meeting being to make public the information
that Dr. Sennewald was expected to divulge. Gordon challenged the
Premier to "take whatever action he wishes in the matter." While this
may have been a very gentlemanly gesture on Gordon's part, it was cer-
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tainly not a wise political move under the circumstances.
Mr. Smallwood took up the challenge at once. After denying that
Dr. Sennewald was either "prominent" or an "industrialist," he stated
that the professor was a "technical expert in the field of optical glass."
He wanted to start a small factory which would employ about 12 peo-
ple.
"The government was to put up half the capital needed and the Pro-
fessor to put up the other half in the form of machinery. When we
discovered he had no commercial experience there was doubt about his
ability to operate a factory. "
Then the Premier went into action. He thought it might be a good
thing to send someone to meet Dr. Sennewald. As there was no regular
passenger plane leaving at the time, he contacted the Commanding Of-
ficer of the Royal Canadian Air Force in St. John's and asked him if he
could supply a plane to take a government official - not a politician -
to Gander to meet an industrialist who was due to arrive shortly from
Germany, since there was no other way to get there at the time. As the
Commanding Officer couldn't give such an undertaking without
authority from his Minister at Ottawa, the Premier contacted the office
of the Prime Minister who gave instructions to the Acting Minister of
National Defence, Mr. LaPointe, to look into the matter. It was he who
gave authority to the Commanding Officer in St. John's to have the
plane take the government official to Gander. Dr. Sennewald was
therefore met by Dr. Braun-Wogau and taken to St. John's on the same
plane. Later the Premier revealed that he had asked Dr. Braun-Wogau
(a German temporarily working with the Department of Economic
Development) to meet Dr. Sennewald and to ask him only one question:
"Do you wish to help the Tories get elected or do you wish to start an in-
dustry?"
There wasn't much doubt about what the answer would be. Although
Gordon Higgins did afterwards have a meeting with Dr. Sennewald, he
found him to be a very frightened man and very unlike the person Gor-
don had expected to see. Dr. Sennewald spent a good deal of time with
Dr. Braun-Wogau, Dr. Valdmanis and the Premier after he had arrived
in St. John's.
In the following May at the closing of the Session, it was announc-
ed in the House of Assembly that approval had been given to
agreements between the Government - and the Atlantic Optical Com-
pany Limited. The strange story of Dr. Sennewald didn't end with the
Act approving the agreement, by which Dr. Sennewald would establish
an optical glass factory in St. John's where, as the Premier said, "a
mere 90 persons would be employed." Dr. Sennewald was given a grant
of 150,000 dollars and he moved to Montreal. As this didn't seem the
right way to build a factory in St. John's, Mr. Push ie, who was in the
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office of Economic Development, was sent to Montreal to try to get the
money. The Government got all its money back, and Dr. Sennewald
too. The learned doctor, whom the Premier had praised highly for his
scientific knowledge but whose business ability he doubted, was last
heard of doing some minor work at the General Hospital in St. John's.
But there was no factory to make eyeglasses or the frames for them.
While the Sennewald affair did little to alter the fortunes of the
Conservative Party, it was significant as one of the first public indica-
tions of the scandals which would later be revealed in connection with
Premier Smallwood's industrialization program.
The election brought about no change as far as numbers on each
side of the House was concerned. The Conservatives elected five
members as they had done in 1949 and the Liberals elected twenty-
three, as before. Con Mahoney was defeated by Greg Power, but Gus
Duffy won over his Liberal opponent by a narrow margin. Unfor-
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tunately, the Sisters of the five convents of the Ferryland district did not
vote in the election, although they had voted in previous elections.
The result was that Gus had a majority of only two votes, and so the
election, after a recount, was set aside. Mr. O. L. Vardy resigned his
seat in St. John's West - for "business reasons". The byelection took
place on the 7th of February, and Malcolm Hollett, who had been
defeated in November, won with a majority of 1,395.
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Chapter Five
Death of George VI - Foot and Mouth Disease - Gordon
Higgins' Accident - Last Session - Optimistic Speech
from Throne - National Library - Pre-election Budget -
Pearson - Ceasefire in Korea
As each Session of the Parliament at Ottawa came up there was
always someone to be mourned. In 1952 we met on February 28th;
earlier in that month King George VI, our much loved monarch, had
died. Splendid tributes were paid to his memory by the leaders of the
four parties, and resolutions of sympathy were passed to the bereaved
Queen Mother and to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, to whom also
resolutions of loyalty and devotion were unanimously passed in English
and French.
We also mourned the deaths of two of our members: my friend
Heber Hatfield from Victoria-Carlton in New Brunswick, and Henri
Gosselin, the Liberal Member from Brome-Missisquoi in the province
of Quebec, whom I did not know well. Heber was a very outgoing and
friendly man, well liked by his colleagues in the House. He was a
farmer-businessman and he made a special brand of crunchy, tasty
potato chips called High Hat, which were popular in Newfoundland.
The name was partly derived from his name. I visited him at his
beautiful home in New Brunswick. He was well informed on
agricultural matters, and I found him very helpful also with suggestions
for improving the transportation facilities to, and in, Newfoundland.
On the opening day of the session the Minister of Agriculture, Mr.
Gardiner, made a statement about an outbreak of foot-and-mouth
disease that had occurred amongst the cattle in the Regina district. This
was a terrifying announcement, because the disease is incurable and re-
quires destruction of the infected cattle immediately. The area where it
occurred had to be isolated and disinfected, and the greatest care had to
be taken to keep the disease from spreading. Under the laws of the
United States no cattle, horses or swine could be imported into that
country until three months had elapsed after all signs of the disease had
been eradicated. Accordingly, there was grave injury inflicted upon the
agricultural industry. A special act was introduced and passed im-
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mediately to effect the control and extermination of the disease, and to
provide compensation to the owners of the destroyed animals. It was
the first appearance of this disease in Canada, and according to the
Minister was initially thought to be another disease: stomatitis.
This subject was the chief topic of debate for almost the whole Ses-
sion, not only in the House of Commons itself, but even more so in the
committee of agriculture of which I was then a member, and as a
member of the special sub-committee set up to investigate the outbreak,
I had occasion to study a good amount of relevant material about the
disease.
It is also known as hoof-and-mouth disease or aphthous fever. It
affects not only cattle but all cloven-hoofed animals: sheep and swine,
and wild animals such as deer, moose and buffalo. With the great
number of wild animals in this country it would have been practically
impossible to control it, were the wild species infected. Foot and mouth
disease is characterized by blisters and swelling of the mouth, the feet
and the udders of the animals. As the disease is spread easily - humans
are rarely affected but they can be carriers - the usual means of
eradication involves the slaughter of infected animals and of other
animals that have come in contact with them, and a strict quarantine of
the area to insure against further spread.
The enquiry of the Opposition was concerned with what seemed in-
competence and dilatoriness on the part of the Department of
Agriculture: the first outbreak of the disease occurred in the Regina
region of Saskatchewan on November 26th, 1951, yet it was not until
February 24th of the following year that proper diagnosis of the disease
was made. According to Dr. John Charlton (Brant-Wentworth, On-
tario), who was a veterinarian, all they had to do was to have the
veterinarians in the vicinity test the specimens from the animals con-
cerned.
Dr. Charlton had some good advice to give the Minister of
Agriculture concerning the education of the farmer and the livestock
producer regarding the facts of foot and mouth disease. He proposed
that the government should advertise in some suitable way the symp-
toms and clinical manifestations of the disease, so that farmers would
immediately report any suspicious cases in the shortest possible time.
He added:
"the present situation has already proven to be economically disastrous
to thousands of cattle producers across Canada. "
On June 27th, the minister stated the number of cattle slaughtered
because of the foot and mouth disease was 1,343. He said:
"Not all these cattle had the disease; many had been associated with cat-
tle who had it, or had been exposed to the disease in some way. Out of
8,371,000 head of cattle in Canada, we only slaughtered 1,343. 1 believe
that was a small percentage. "
76
The minister also expressed his opinion that there was too much fuss
made and too much publicity given to what had happened in Regina. I
think that most members would disagree with that opinion. The great
publicity given the matter aroused considerable interest and made peo-
ple aware that if a similar occurrence should happen they should notify
the authorities immediately and get definite diagnosis of the disease
from which the cattle were suffering. If that procedure had been follow-
ed in November, 1951, there would have been less damage. It was not
until November, 1952, that the government was able to say that Canada
was free from the scourge. The government was then doing all it could
to bring about the resumption of normal exports of livestock and meats
within a reasonable period.
In connection with agriculture, 1 brought to the attention of the
Minister the necessity of having more agriculture experimental stations
in Newfoundland. Such stations would provide farmers with a place to
go with their problems and where they could see the right way to do
things. This type of installation pays for itself many times over in im-
proved agricultural production.
My colleague, Gordon Higgins, was a very obliging person and he
used to speak to private groups and to small meetings of Progressive
Conservative organizations. Early in May he accompanied Henri
Courtemanche and his wife to a meeting in a Quebec riding near Mon-
treal. As they were driving along they came to a sharp turn in the road,
and suddenly another car came around the curve in the opposite direc-
tion, on the wrong side of the road. There was a head-on collision, in
which a lady driving the other car was killed. Gordon was sitting in the
back seat of Mr. Courtemanche's car and was thrown forward by the
impact. He suffered severe chest injuries by being thrown against the
back of the front seat.
The first I heard of this was from our party chief George Drew. H.
telephoned me and asked me would I go and see Gordon who was in
hospital in Montreal. My wife and I went immediately to Montreal, and
we found Gordon in great pain. He had suffered from chronic em-
physema for many years. As a result of the accident, his breathing pro-
blem was made more severe. His colleagues in the House of Commons
were all very sorry at what had happened to him, and everyone wished
for his quick recovery. He was unable to attend any further sittings of
the House during that Session. Fortunately, he made a remarkable
recovery, and was back again for the second Session of the year which
began on the 20th of November. By then he was well recovered, and
was as active as usual.
One of the subjects that occupied Gordon and me during our years
in Ottawa was the difficulty we had in getting funds for public works in
our respective ridings. I remember one occasion after Gordon had been
injured, when I made a strong plea for the improvement of the wharf at
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Portugal Cove about which he and I had spoken on previous occasions.
Mr. Fournier, the Minister of Public Works, was a very patient
man, and pointed out to me that he had to make an agreement with the
Government of Newfoundland first before they could start the work on
the wharf. He reminded me that when we had joined Canada there was
an enormous amount of work that had to be done, because the wharves
and breakwaters around the Island had been neglected during previous
years. I couldn't deny that, and I couldn't deny that the government
had done a considerable amount of work in the three years that we had
been in Confederation. Nor could I complain about my own riding
because, as Mr. Miller the Superintendent of Public Works told me, he
did more for me than he ever did for any Opposition member.
In spite of this, the fact remains that it is very difficult for Opposi-
tion members to have money spent in their districts. This is one of the
ways that governments have of perpetuating themselves: spending
funds on public works where they will help their own candidates get re-
elected. For example, Gordon pointed out the contrast between the
amount of money spent in Liberal ridings in Newfoundland compared
to the amount of money spent in his own riding of St. John's East. In
1951 the work begun in St. John's East was estimated at $69,803, but in
Bonavista-Twillingate, the constituency of the Secretary of State, Mr.
Bradley, the amount to be spent was $1,332,575.
This illustration not only demonstrates Gordon's efforts on behalf
of his constituents, but shows up the unfairness of the Liberal govern-
ment. How insincere were the statements coming from the head of that
government when he said all parts of the country were treated equally!
Gordon Higgins had to be aggressive to get things done. All members of
the Opposition had to do the same if we wished public works to be con-
structed in our ridings. The cost of the work to be done at Portugal
Cove had been estimated by Superintendent Miller at $500,000 and
Gordon was trying to get the provincial government to pay half of this
amount. We were further handicapped, because in matters where there
was cost-sharing between the federal and provincial governments, such
as the Portugal Cove-Bell Island project, the government of Mr.
Smallwood dragged its heels so that work which a Conservative could
take credit for would not be done. My own riding of St. John's West
had a very extensive coastline, and there were many settlements that
needed wharves, breakwaters, dredging and other aids important to
fishermen.
The Government members took little or no part in discussion on
the estimates of public works. Their ridings seemed to be provided for
before the estimates were introduced into the House. Some small set-
tlements to which I drew attention seemed to have been given extra-
generous assistance. This was pointed out in the case of Mr. Riley's
riding of St. John Albert; he had the comments printed and circulated
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in the settlements concerned to show what a good member he was! He
was a Liberal, of course.
One of the serious handicaps the people of Newfoundland had suf-
fered was the high cost of long distance telephone calls from New-
foundland to the mainland. I brought this matter to the attention of the
Minister of Transport, Honourable Lionel Chevrier, in whose depart-
ment the question of telephone communication fell. I was successful in
getting reduced charges made on an experimental basis. The Minister
gave a good reception to my arguments which I had prepared carefully.
These clearly showed the cost of telephone communication between
Newfoundland and other parts of North America were very much
higher than in the other provinces and, therefore, deserved substantial
reductions. I recommended that a conference should be held between
the telephone companies in Newfoundland and the Bell Telephone
Company and any other connecting companies. I believe this was done,
and as a result the cost of telephone calls to the mainland was con-
siderably reduced.
The House adjourned on July 4th, until November 20,1952. When
we met on that day, the first solemn duty we had to do was to pass a
resolution of sympathy to the relatives of Joe Harris who had recently
died. He had been a member continuously since the general election of
1921. The leaders of the various parties paid a well-deserved tribute to
his memory. John Diefenbaker also spoke, and recalled:
"Fifty years ago in the one room Plains Road School in East Toronto in
which there were twenty-seven pupils in all grades, my late father being
the teacher, I met Joe Harris. Of that group, four subsequently became
members 0/ the House 0/ Commons: the Honourable Member for York
East, Mr. McGregor; the Honourable Member for Prince Edward-
Lennox, Mr. Tustin; Joe Harris and myself. "
Not many schools could boast of such a record. Between them they
served one hundred and twenty-eight years in Parliament.
The seventh Session of the twenty-first Parliament was opened at
Ottawa in the afternoon of the same day that the sixth Session had clos-
ed - on Thursday, November 20th, 1952. This was the last session we
would have before the general election due in 1953. We could expect to
see legislation introduced, and a budget brought down by the Minister
of Finance, who would be trying to please the voters in every possible
way. Altogether the people of Newfoundland would have had over four
years of receiving extraordinarily generous financial benefits from Ot-
tawa. For all these things the Liberal government would take credit. No
one would take more credit than the Premier of Newfoundland because
he brought us into Confederation.
It was no surprise, therefore, to find that the Speech from the
Throne opening the Session was optimistic and cheerful. The danger of
the outbreak of another world war had lessened. Yet the Emergency
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Powers Act would continue and an Associate Minister of National
Defence would be appointed. The Canadian farmers had reaped a
record harvest of grain. Economic conditions continued to be
favourable and our exports were high. Depression, which had threaten-
ed the previous year, had eased so that anti-inflation measures could be
dropped.
What might be considered as the earliest legislation against
discrimination towards a person on account of his race, national origin,
colour or religion was forecast. Because of the great damage done by
the fire to the Parliamentary Library, it was decided that the time had
come to have a National Library. Plans were drawn up for the structure
to be built. The government had recently installed two television sta-
tions, and was going to open three more. Legislation was also to be in-
troduced to recognize the growing strength of the credit societies or
credit unions and to permit them to operate in other provinces beside
the one where they had been started. This was of special interest to the
people in Quebec, where the Credit Society movement or Caisses
Populaires had grown enormously, but it was of interest to the people
of other provinces as well.
From this abbreviated list of subjects on which legislation was to be
considered, it will be seen that this Session would be a busy one, and the
Liberal Party could look forward with great confidence to its beneficial
effects upon the voting in the coming general election.
Douglas Abbott, the Minister of Finance, was a clever, smiling
man who was very competent at his job. I remember one occasion when
he was talking about the government's accounts for 1951-52. He
defended his program of budgeting a surplus every year in spite of
criticism that he was too optimistic and that taxes were too high. He
concluded his speech with tribute to the current Minister of Finance -
himself!
"I shall not repeat the figures which I have given. ... but I will say with
all due modesty that no Minister ofFinance, Provincial Treasurer or any
head of a national treasury with anything like comparable tasks has
made as consistently good a record offorecasting of revenue and expen-
diture as has the Canadian Minister of Finance for the last five years. "
These were good times and Mr. Abbott always seemed to be in good
humour; the reason for this happy frame of mind being, undoubtedly,
his frequent surpluses. I think he deserved credit for the work that he
did in that year. He was able to appropriate to the reduction of the
public debt $336 millions from his surplus for that year. In an election
year the government always tries to present a good budget, reducing
taxes and refraining from imposing any new ones. Our financial critics,
principally Mr. Jim Macdonnell and Donald Fleming, pointed out that
the genial Mr. Abbott, the Minister of Finance, was doing in 1953 what
he had done in 1949 - reducing taxes, prior to the election, to make the
80
government appear generous to the Canadian people.
I must say, however, that the reduction in the taxes was likely to be
a very popular move. I shall mention only three small matters. There
was the stamp tax. People used to have to put stamps on cheques and
money orders and this was regarded as a great nuisance, even by the
Minister himself; that was removed, and it proved a popular decision.
Cigarette smokers - and there were millions of them, as there still are
- welcomed the reduction of 4 cents a package of twenty cigarettes.
The sales taxes were reduced or altered, and some changes were made in
corporation taxes. Help was provided for the operators of small
businesses, of whom there were far more than large operators and large
corporations. Speakers on the Government side were not slow to praise
the budget, and to boast about the good government we had. One
speaker went so far as to say that we had been having good times since
1935, when a Liberal government was elected following the defeat of
Mr. Bennett in that year. I pointed out that the Liberals were lucky not
to have been in office during the difficult times between 1930 and 1935.
I devoted most of my speech to showing that all countries had progress-
ed since the depression ended, and many were enjoying a boom. But 1
also showed that the people of the United States had been more heavily
taxed proportionately than the people of Canada, and also that the
United States was doing more to help people in other countries. They
also had three million men in their armed services, compared to only a
hundred thousand in the services in Canada.
On foreign affairs, I had on previous occasions criticized the at-
titude of the members of the C.C.F. Party towards Chiang Kai-Shek.
They seemed to have a phobia about the man who had fought so hard
and so long against the Japanese and the Communists. I knew intimate-
ly several priests from the China missions at Scarboro who had been
trapped in China when the Communists overran the country in 1949.
I'd also read the eyewitness accounts of many other priests and some
religious who had been arrested, imprisoned and humiliated and
punished by the Communist government under Mao Tse Tung. Chiang
Kai-Shek had done his best to protect the clergy, and always had shown
them great respect and paid special honours to one of them.
At this time (the spring of 1953) there was still fighting in Korea,
where Canadian troops were taking an active part. This prolongation of
the war was, in my opinion, due to the failure of the American govern-
ment to give its Commander-in-Chief in the field, General MacArthur,
the discretion which he should have had in handling the unprovoked at-
tack by the North Koreans aided by the Chinese. There was no cease-
fire signed until July 27th, after Parliament had been dissolved, and
three years after the start of the war.
Mr. Pearson, the Secretary of State for External Affairs, had just
been elected President of the United Nations General Assembly, and
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was returning to New York the next day to preside over the session. He
argued that it was easy for people in the Opposition to criticize, but they
didn't have the responsibility that he and other members of the govern-
ment had. Reading his speech on that occasion I would think it to be a
model of diplomacy as he said nothing to offend anybody. Mr. Pearson
had graduated from the University of Toronto the same year that I did,
in 1919, and then went on to Oxford and was there at the same time I
was, although I didn't meet him at either place. He had a distinguished
career, first as a member of the history department at the University of
Toronto, and after 1928, in the Department of External Affairs, where
his progress was rapid. In 1945 he was appointed Ambassador to the
United States. A year later he became Undersecretary of State for Ex-
ternal Affairs and joined the government of Mr. King in October 1948
as Secretary of State for External Affairs. He was very amiable and
rarely lost his cool or got excited. He was obviously the most outstan-
ding man in the cabinet of Mr. St. Laurent.
Parliament closed on May 14th. The final Speech from the Throne
was delivered by the Deputy Governor General. The Speaker, Mr. Ross
Macdonald, made a gracious farewell speech, stating that his period in
the chair had been a very happy four years for him. He was a delightful
person beloved by everybody. It wasn't surprising, therefore, to hear
even before the election, that Ross Macdonald would be summoned to
the Senate, where he became the leader of the Liberal party. On this day
when we were parting, the Speaker invited all of us to visit him in his
Chambers so he could present his greetings to each member personally.
The members also visited each other. We felt sad, as some of us would
not be here when Parliament opened again.
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Chapter Six
Federal Election 1953 - Peter Cashin - Jack Pickersgill -
Premier Smallwood's Dirty Campaign - Liberal Victory -
Gordon Bradley - Coronation ofQueen Elizabeth II - Law
Practice - Family News
The election of a new Parliament was set for August 10th, the
Feast of 51. Lawrence. Was this a coincidence, or was the date selected
on account of the Prime Minister's name? The campaign would be very
different from the exciting and dramatic short campaign of 1949 which
had brought me to the House of Commons for the first time.
Two events were particularly important in this otherwise rather
lackluster campaign. One was the unexpected intervention of Peter
Cashin in 51. John's, and the other the surprising candidature of Jack
Pickersgill in Bonavista-Twillingate. To understand these events it is
necessary to go back a little.
Peter Cashin, it will be remembered, was one of the leading figures
in the fight against Confederation. Accordingly, he was elected in 1949
to the House of Assembly and, after the election of 1951, although an
Independent, he became leader of the Opposition. For various reasons,
he was removed from that position by his colleagues during the 1952
session. He spoke very seldom in 1953. He was more like a spectator in
the House. However, he made one long speech on May 6th and explain-
ed in part the reason for his silence. He maintained that after he had
helped elect Malcolm Hollett, now leader of the Opposition, his
usefulness to the Conservative Party had ceased, so he was more or less
excommunicated from the ranks of Her Majesty's Opposition. He then
accused Gordon Higgins "the greatest piece of political egotism New-
foundland has ever known" of seeking to destroy him "both politically
and otherwise in Newfoundland."
As Mr. Cashin had previously referred to me as "the greatest
hypocrite in Newfoundland," it will be seen that he had painted Gor-
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don Higgins and myself with the same brush. Later he continued:
"I have listened and refrained from comment, even at the risk of being
branded a supporter ofthe present government, so that I might be able to
form my own personal opinion of the capabilities and qualifications of
this quartet which will en(itle them to be even considered an efficient and
effective opposition, doing credit, not only to themselves, but to those
fine people they represent in their respective constituencies as well as the
people of Newfoundland. "
In 1953 the House of Assembly had three years yet to run before it
would be dissolved, so that it was strange that Mr. Cashin, the great
fighter, should be talking in this manner. Future events were to show,
however, that the surmises of his colleagues that he was on the side of
the government, were to be proved true. Apart from his sentimental,
personal references, Cashin made an objective and sensible speech,
analysing the revenue and expenditure of the province since April 1st,
1949. His ability, as shown by his speech, was such that it must have
been a matter of regret to his colleagues that a split had come between
them. With his experience of three years as Minister of Finance in the
difficult times which preceded the establishment of Commission of
Government, he could appreciate better than anyone else in the House
the importance, for a province, of living within its means and balancing
its budget. He pointed out that the government had overspent and had
to borrow money to meet its obligations. Near the end of his speech he
said:
"Mr. Speaker, I appeal to the government this afternoon to take serious
notice of the present financial position of this province. I know it would
not be good politics on their part, at this time particularly, to
acknowledge the truth of my statements. I believe that before very long
the government will be forced to invoke the terms of section 29 of the
Terms of Union. Why not tackle the job now? It must be done sooner or
later, why not sooner?"
These views corresponded with my own at the time. There was still
in the treasury in Ottawa a substantial sum of money remaining from
the amount which had been deposited there at the time that New-
foundland entered Confederation. As he finished this last speech Mr.
Cashin said:
"Again, Mr. Speaker, as I said at the outset of this address of mine, it
may probably be the last time I will make any extensive remarks in this
Chamber. I have other ideas at the present time; these ideas are political
and my own personal business. When the time arrives I will make my
decision and invoke the power of Almighty God to direct me in the pro-
per avenue, so that I may spend the balance ofyears remaining to me in
public life in the cause of justice and decency for Newfoundland. "
When Mr. Cashin said he had "other ideas and these were
political" it was safe to assume that he intended to be a candidate in the
federal election. There were only two constituencies where he could at-
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tempt to run, St. John's West and St. John's East. Because of his great
animosity towards Gordon Higgins, it was obvious that he was going to
run in St. John's East as an Independent. Nothing could suit Mr.
Smallwood more. With Mr. Cashin running as an Independent, he
would take votes from the Conservatives and none from the Liberals, in
both St. John's East and West.
Cashin's ideas may have been his "own personal business," but it
was certainly a great stroke of luck for the Premier. Or was it? Hearing
these statements of Mr. Cashin, anyone acquainted with the characters
of both gentlemen would have a lot of questions to ask. What caused
Peter Cashin to become almost a mere spectator in the House of
Assembly in the 1953 session? What caused him to resign his seat in St.
John's West and run in St. John's East in the federal election? Whilst
he made general complaints against Gordon Higgins, he never
elaborated or explained why he had made charges against him. How
could a man who at the time seemed to be unemployed, enter the
federal campaign as an Independent candidate without having
anywhere from ten thousand to twenty thousand dollars to pay his ex-
penses? One would have to be naive to believe that Peter Cashin, who
fought so hard against the Liberals, or "Communists" as he called
them in 1949, could be anxious to do them, especially the Premier of
Newfoundland, a great favour in 1953 for nothing! Who stood to gain
most by Cashin's decision to enter the federal election? Who would
finance his campaign? The only answer is the Liberal Party, and that
means the Premier of Newfoundland.
There was never any doubt that Mr. Pickersgill would be elected in
Bonavista-Twillingate, or that he would go into the cabinet as the
representative of Newfoundland. Mr. Smallwood would then have one
friend, at any rate, in the federal cabinet, and an influential friend at
that. Mr. Pickersgill, if we are to believe him, had been the right-hand
man of Mackenzie King and very probably a close adviser of Prime
Minister St. Laurent.
There was a lot of discussion as to how Jack Pickersgill became a
candidate for Bonavista-Twillingate. It was widely stated that J.R.
Smallwood had picked him as his candidate and as representative of
Newfoundland in the Cabinet at Ottawa. Some newspapers thought
that Pickersgill was smart enough to have himself picked for that post.
No one knew better than Jack Pickersgill the power and influence that
Smallwood was wielding in Newfoundland. He had been instantly ap-
pointed to the position of Secretary of State in the federal cabinet,
vacated when Gordon Bradley resigned to go to the Senate. I think most
newspaper reporters underestimated Pickersgill's political ability. He
could recognize a good thing as well as anybody, and he seized the op-
portunity when it arose. Each of these two politicians, Smallwood and
Pickersgill - and I consider Pickersgill as a politician - saw the
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benefits of an alliance. Pickersgill had one condition - he could not
spend much time in the district, for he had promised Mr. St. Laurent to
go around the country with him during the compaign. It wasn't
Honourable John W. Pickersgill, P.c., M.P.
necessary for him to spend much time in Bonavista-Twillingate, but he
did pay it a visit. Mr. Smallwood, the Premier, addressed his eager au-
diences:
"Voters ofBonavista-Twillingate, it gives me great pleasure to introduce
to you your future member, Honourable Jack Pickersgill. Pick, P-I-C-K.
Pick ers gill. This is the most important man in the cabinet of Prime
Minister St. Laurent. He is the father of family allowances.
"As he promised the Prime Minister to help him in his campaign, he has
only a short time to spend with you now, but he'll be back and he'/I make
up for that time in the days ahead. ..
Mr. Pickersgill modestly disclaimed that he was the father of fami-
ly allowances.
"Let me be called the big brother of family allowances, .. he said.
In this fashion an enduring and fruitful partnership was established
between Premier Smallwood, the people of Bonavista-Twillingate, and
Honourable John Pickersgill, - a combination which was profitable
to all concerned.
For six of the twelve years between 1953 and 1965 there was no
Progressive Conservative member at Ottawa.
The P.C.s had an excellent candidate in this riding - Ted Russell.
He had left Smallwood's Government and had been its strongest critic
after he left it. The fact that Mr. Pickersgill, a complete stranger, could
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come from Ottawa and spend very little time in the district and get
elected, shows how strong was the influence of Mr. Smallwood at that
particular time.
The Premier was determined to win all seven seats for the Liberals.
His Cabinet and his members were out on the hustings to help elect the
Liberal Federal candidates. Some civil servants campaigned, such as the
late Oliver Vardy, a former Cabinet Minister and right hand man to the
Premier, who was out with a loudspeaker praising the Premier and the
Liberal government up at Ottawa, and using his booming voice to
solicit votes for Jim Power, my opponent. A member of the Cabinet,
Ned Spencer, the Minister of Public Works with whom I had worked in
the summer of 1918 on Bell Island, was speaking from a loudspeaker on
a truck one evening as I was going along the Topsail Road. 1 stopped to
hear him and found that he was criticizing me personally because, he
said, I was responsible for preventing the widening of the road at Top-
sail, at a place called after me, Browne's Turn, where I was looking
after land but didn't own any of it. At the same time he praised my op-
ponent and said that he was a much better citizen than I was on that ac-
count. Such conduct on the part of civil servants or members of the
Government deserved serious criticism. This sort of campaign caused
the editor of the DAIL Y NEWS to comment on the unusual lengths to
which the Premier and his colleagues were going to defeat the two P.c.
candidates in St. John's East and West.
"They are both experienced men. Their activities at Ottawa had been
constantly reported in the newspapers day after day during their four
years in Ottawa. "
There was no criticism of our having done anything wrong during our
period there, or failed to do anything we should have done. On the con-
trary, there was plenty of evidence that both Gordon and I had done a
lot of good for Newfoundland. In the four years since 1949 there were
very few settlements in my riding that didn't receive the benefit of my
efforts on their behalf.
The columnist "Wayfarer" wanted to know if the cabinet
ministers had nothing better to do than going around criticizing two ex-
perienced and dedicated members of Parliament:
"Were their own duties so negligible that they didn't have to perform
them and could spare the time to be out on the hustings campaigning for
Mr. St. Laurent's party?"
In the final edition of the DAILY NEWS before the election,
"Wayfarer" noted
"the desperate, prodigious and incredibly extravagant efforts (by
Premier Smallwood) to win both seats East and West for the Liberals.
The Premier is directing and managing the campaign as ifhis life depend-
ed on the result .... "
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Against the Premier and his almost unlimited resources our
organization was very weak. Gordon's riding was fairly compact with
the most distant settlement, Marysvale, not fifty miles away. Conse-
quently, he was able to prepare broadcasts by day and hold meetings by
night. My riding extended like the fingers of an outstretched hand, to
Trepassey, to St. Mary's Bay, to the Cape Shore, and finally all the East
Coast of Placentia Bay to Come-By-Chance, which was over one hun-
dred and twenty miles distant. However, most of the voters were in or
near the City of St. John's.
My wife came with me on my campaign to every part of the riding.
She had had a good deal of experience in political organization - for
the other side - in Ottawa, before we were married. She used to have
teas to which those in the Party would be expected to bring a friend,
and in this way the Party would get new members. When I told Mae
that when I saw Peter Cashin he wouldn't speak to me, she couldn't
believe it. It was such a change from his enthusiastic support in 1949.
Gus Duffy was my chief supporter, but it wasn't easy for him to get
away from his business for any length of time.
Gordon was fortunate in having his brother, Jim, and Frank
Fogwill, the two members of St. John's East, to help him in his district.
Nish Jackman, the member for Bell Island-Harbour Main, and
Malcolm Hollett, the Leader of the Opposition, were able to help him
too. In contrast to Gordon Higgins' riding, which had three P.C.
representatives in the House of Assembly, my riding was represented
there by Malcolm Hollett, by Greg Power, Minister of Finance and
Myles Murray, the Minister of Provincial Affairs. The latter was
especially active in promoting the interests of Jim Power, the Liberal
candidate.
In 1953 I wanted Gordon and myself to have joint headquarters in
the Star Hall. I thought this would have been a good idea as it would
bring together our active supporters and it would be always lively
around there. Instead, we each had our own headquarters and as a
result we only saw each other at the big political rally at the windup of
the campaign. This political campaign was conducted in a very low key.
The DAILY NEWS supported the P .c.s by writing occasional
editorials condemning the Liberal Government and Mr. Smallwood.
"Wayfarer," who had been a supporter of the movement for the
restoration of Responsible Government, suggested in one article that
the P.C.s should not try to win the government, but just to be a strong
Opposition. No respectable party could accept such a policy.
Our opponents were hand-picked by Mr. Smallwood. Allan
Fraser, a professor at Memorial University, was well known as a Con-
servative in politics. He had refused an invitation of Mr. Smallwood to
join his cabinet in 1949, but now he was persuaded to run against Gor-
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don Higgins in St. John's East. Jim Power, a young man who worked
in the Justice Department, told me that he didn't intend to run, but he,
too, was prevailed upon to oppose me in St. John's West.
The defection of Peter Cashin had a decisive effect on our cam-
paign. Although it was impossible for Peter to get elected as an In-
dependent in St. John's East in 1953, his speaking ability was so great,
his knowledge of politics so extensive, and he was such a great platform
orator, that he could almost certainly take votes away from our party
although he wouldn't get any from the Liberals. His influence extended
well beyond St. John's. His greatest following had been in the district of
Harbour Main-Bell Island and in the district of Ferryland. But his
strange behaviour at the meeting we had held in the latter place in
February showed that the people of that town and other places had con-
siderably changed their opinions of Major Cashin, and the Major had
lost interest in Ferryland. Many of my supporters in 1949 were friends
of Peter Cashin, and although they couldn't vote for him in 1953, they
would abstain from voting. I believe many of them did that, if they
didn't vote for the Liberals. Reporters travelling with Mr. St. Laurent
and Mr. Drew told their colleagues in the press gallery, when they
returned before the end of July, that there was general apathy about the
election. The only two events that created any interest were John
Diefenbaker's fight in the newly-created constituency of Prince Albert,
and the selection of Jack Pickersgill as Liberal candidate for Bonavista-
Twillingate. John Diefenbaker had been elected three times before, in
the constituency of Lake Centre. This had been joined to Moose Jaw in
1953 and returned a member of the C.C.F. Diefenbaker thought the
change had been made to hurt him. However, he was successful in the
riding of Prince Albert, and was elected there with a majority of 3,001
votes over the C.C.F. candidate. He was to contest, successfully, the
same constituency for nine more elections. Mr. St. Laurent made a visit
to St. John's, and was taken for a drive up the Southern Shore, where
he spoke to residents in Calvert, Ferryland and other places. Most of
the people who listened to him were the women and children, as the
men were out fishing. From June 10th to August 15th is the best fishing
period for the shore fishermen so that it was difficult for them to get to
meetings. Holding the election on the 10th of August meant, too, that
many of them wouldn't be able to vote.
The chief cause of our defeat, however, was the flood of social
benefits which had flowed into Newfoundland since 1949. They were in-
creasing in value month by month during the four years, so that in 1953
the Old Age pensions were giving our senior citizens nearly fourteen
million dollars a year. The Family Allowances were bringing in thirteen
million dollars for the children; whilst the Old Age Assistance,
Mothers' Allowances, Unemployment Assistance, Veterans'
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Dependents' Assistance and Handicap Assistance were all helping to
make up a sum that must have been in the neighborhood of thirty-two
millions of dollars, just in one year. Nearly three million dollars a
month coming in regularly to a population of about 325,000 people. I
remember a couple of instances which made it plain how difficult was
our task.
One case was that of an ardent supporter of ours in 1949, a
Responsible Government man. I had heard Jack Higgins, the former
leader of the P.C. party in the House of Assembly, say that the price of
a plug of tobacco had more than doubled since Confederation. So I said
to this gentlemen in 1953 "Look at the price of your tobacco now", and
quick as a flash, he retorted "I wouldn't be able to buy it if it wasn't for
the pension." Another episode was with a parish priest who met me on
the street one day. He said to me:
"Do you know how much comes info my parish for Old Age Pensions,
Family Allowances, Unemployment Assistance and other social benefits
in one month?"
Of course I did not know, so he told me. It amounted to an average of
ten dollars for every man, woman and child in his parish. I wasn't sur-
prised. Many people unhesitatingly gave the Premier of Newfoundland
credit for all of this.
As I said previously, many of the improvements I had been in-
strumental in getting the federal government to provide for the set-
tlements in my district had to do with wharves, breakwaters and that
sort of thing. When my wife and 1 visited Trepassey early in the cam-
paign, I found that a federal job was in progress constructing a
breakwater on the Lower Coast. I discovered that Honourable Myles
Murray, the provincial member, had appointed every man employed on
this federal job, and I had the unpleasant duty of having them all paid
off and a new lot of my supporters put on. As this was a federal under-
taking, set in motion through my efforts, it was a daring interference
for a Provincial Minister to dictate to the foreman whom he should
hire. I was never sure that the foreman was free from blame in this mat-
ter either.
Myles Murray was an energetic politician who enjoyed winning
people for his party. He wasn't always successful. During this campaign
he went to a friend of mine, an old gentleman in another part of the
district, and asked if he would vote Liberal. "Well," the man replied,
"I intended to vote P.C." Mr. Murray said, "Paddy, the pension," as
much as to say 'we gave it to you and we can take it away from you.'
My friend asked, "Did you know Dr. Neal?" Murray said, "No, who is
he?"
" 'Well, , said my friend, 'He was a very prominent figure in the West
end ofSt. John's a few years ago. He was a simple man and used to walk
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ahead of the hearse at all the funerals. '
Then he went on, 'IfDr. Neal was the Prime Minister ofCanada, I'd still
get my Old Age Pension. ' "
I wish more people were as wise as Paddy was.
We had been hearing rumours all during the election campaign that
Liberal members were broadcasting statements to the effect that people
receiving family allowances would be likely to lose them if Mr. Drew
was elected to be the head of the Government. There were people, I am
sure, who believed that sort of nonsense. It wasn't true of course, and
as far as I was concerned, I may say I was the first one to try and have
the Family Allowance policy introduced into Newfoundland while the
Commission of Government was in office.
I don't remember much about polling day, but when night fell and
the results came in, we were disappointed. Here is a comparison of the
results in the Ridings of St. John's East and West in 1949 and 1953:
St. John's East
1949 1953
Higgins (P.e.) 9,912 Fraser (Lib.) 8,310
Shea (Lib.) 7,913 Higgins (P.e.) 6,691
Gillies (e.e.F.) 197 Cashin (Ind.) 4,459
Total 18,011 Total 19,460
St. John's West
1949
Browne (P .e.) 10,344
Power, G. (Lib.) 9,828
Total 20,172
1953
Power, J. (Lib.) 9,965
Browne (P .e.) 9,025
Total 18,990
It will be seen that in St. John's East there were 1,400 more persons
voting in 1953, whereas in St. John's West there were 1,200 fewer
voters.
Anyone familiar with St. John's East will agree that the votes of
Peter Cashin were drawn almost entirely from supporters of the Pro-
gressive Conservative party, and therefore it may be said that Gordon
Higgins lost his seat as a result of Cashin's candidacy. It could also be
argued that the defection of Peter Cashin from the P.e. party similarly
affected the results in St. John's West. The drop in the vote seems to in-
dicate that many of our supporters did not vote in that election.
Smallwood's boast that the Liberals would win all seven seats came
true. Across Canada our party had a net gain of 10 seats. The Liberals
had a loss of 20 seats. This left them with 170 seats out of 265 in the
House of Commons. The e.e.F. or Socialist party won 10 seats, four in
British Columbia and six in Saskatchewan.
I had gone down to St. John's as soon as the House of Commons
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had closed, on May 14th. My wife still had things to do in Ottawa and
so remained behind. At that time, Margot and Edward were still in
school and Peter was commuting weekly to Toronto. Mae tried to rent
the house but was unable to find anyone suitable at the time. After
much worrying, she succeeded in getting a summer job for Margot at
Birks' Jewellers. It took some time to arrange these things. However,
with Margot working, Peter would be very happy at 234 Fourth Avenue
practicing his music. Mae's Aunt Josephine would also stay in Ottawa.
These are the kinds of problems that most of the M.P.s from the East
and West have to face every time there is an election which they intend
to contest.
While Mae was in Ottawa we wrote to each other every day. There
wasn't much to tell from this end, bUI Mae was meeting supporters of
the Liberal party and they were telling her some of the gossip that was
going around. One of the surprising pieces of news was that Dr.
Beauchesne, the famous authority on parliamentary procedure, had
decided to run for the P.Co's in Ottawa West. Although he was a learn-
ed man and highly respected, the incumbent, Jean Richard, was a hard
man to beat. He had been born in Ottawa and practised law there. He
was very well known to members of the Civil Service Association,
especially to those in the lower salary brackets. Dr. Beauchesne was, as
expected, beaten by nearly 10,000 votes.
Gordon Bradley and his wife were worried as they waited for news
of Gordon's appointment to the Senate. While the Bradleys were con-
cerned, it was no surprise to me when the announcement came that
Gordon had been summoned to the Senate. His call came after the date
of the election had been published on June 10th. The vacancy filled by
Gordon Bradley in the Senate had been kept open for him for several
years. He never seemed happy at Ottawa, and he appeared to have lost
all contact with the premier of Newfoundland after he became a
member of the Cabinet. He seemed even less interested in what was go-
ing on after he became a senator. As for Jack Pickersgill succeeding
Bradley and being presented with a seat in the House of Commons by
the premier of Newfoundland, even the Liberals in Ottawa had resented
this.
Mae was still in Ottawa on the day of the coronation of Queen
Elizabeth II, June 2nd, 1953; she had succeeded her father King George
VI who had died February 6th, 1952. Mae attended the splendid
ceremony to commemorate the event, which was held on "the Hill,"
the broad, grassy esplanade in front of the Parliament Buildings.
Several thousand soldiers took part, while planes of the R.C.A.F. flew
overhead. In St. John's there were also celebrations, along with the
usual fireworks. Mae and I had received an invitation to attend the Cor-
onation, but because of my work and the election campaign, we were
unable to go.
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When Mae was finally free to come back to St. John's, she took
the train to North Sydney, stopping off at Moncton to see her relatives,
and then she new the rest of the way to St. John's. We spent the sum-
mer at Madeleine's flat at King's Bridge Court, but after the election,
realizing that we would not be returning to Ottawa for several years, we
returned to the house on Rennie's Mill Road.
I was still head of the law firm I had formed with Rex Renouf and
Arthur Lloyd in 1949. Unfortunately, Arthur's health had failed rapid-
ly shortly after the partnership was formed, and he had died in
February, 1950. As I was away for increasingly long periods during the
years from 1949 to 1953, Rex and I were obliged to get other partners
from time to time. One of these, who was with us at that time, was Don
Mercer. He was a graduate of the Dalhousie Law School. He later
became secretary of the Law Society and has had his own successful
firm for many years now. Another of our partners was Herbert
Morgan, a Rhodes Scholar and a graduate of both Dalhousie and Ox-
ford universities. He is now a judge of the Supreme Court of New-
foundland, Appeal Division.
In our practice Rex Renouf specialized in real estate and dealt prin-
cipally with mortgages, a branch of law in which I took little interest at
any time. I did a good deal of court work as that was the area in which I
had most experience. There was also quite a bit of general law work,
wills, citizenship papers, et cetera, and I still had many of my faithful
Chinese clients. One of these was the son of a man by the name of Gin
Tong Dew, who himself became very ill. His son had been refused ad-
mission because he was supposed to have T.B. It took three years to
convince the authorities in Ottawa that it would be safe for him to come
to Canada. When he finally came to Ottawa and was examined, he was
found to be free of T.B. He was eventually able to come to St. John's,
but unfortunately his father died a week before his arrival. The son has
been a good citizen, steadily employed in the restaurant trade.
I wasn't able to see Marjorie or Billy that summer. Marjorie was
still in Windsor, Nova Scotia with her growing family. Billy was now
teaching in Kingston, Ontario, at Regiopolis Jesuit School. He would
spend three years there before going on to Regis College in Toronto.
Peter spent the summer of 1953 in Ottawa and Toronto preparing for
his final recital at the Royal Conservatory. He intended to go to France
to continue his musical studies and in the fall of 1953 he gave several
concerts in Newfoundland before leaving for Paris. Edward had now
finished his schooling at St. Pat's in Ottawa. During the summers of
1951-52 he had worked with a survey party of the St. John's City Coun-
cil. In 1953 he went to work with them full time. Although Ed's main
interest was athletics he hadn't yet decided what career he would follow,
so he did what I think more people who are undecided about their
future should do: he worked for a few years before going to the Univer-
sity, where he would study Physical Education.
93

Chapter Seven
Mae Returns to Ottawa - Election by Acclamation -
M.H.A. Again - Return to House of Assembly - First
Speech - Industrial Program - Fisheries Debate - Press
Conference - Valdmanis Arrested - BRINCO -
Cooperative Movement - Premier's Romances - the
"Smallwood Government"
After the election Mae returned to Ottawa to attend to some
business and family matters. She received much advice from her friends
but this was often confusing. It was still difficult to find a tenant for her
house, but eventually she found a Colonel Carey, who agreed to let
Margot stay there with him and his family. Mae's brother Gerald, who
lived in Bathurst, New Brunswick, offered to have Aunt Josephine,
who was quite blind and infirm, go and live with him. On her way up to
Ottawa, Mae travelled on the same train as Mr. St. Laurent, the Prime
Minister, who had been attending the celebration for the centenary of
St. Francis Xavier University of Antigonish in Nova Scotia. Mr. St.
Laurent was travelling by private car at the end of the train. As my wife
knew him and Mrs. St. Laurent very well, I was surprised that she
didn't go and speak to him. I think she was shy of doing it in public.
While she was in Ottawa, she continued to write me daily,
sometimes twice a day and I replied to all her letters. On a cheerful note
she spoke about the marvellous display at the city market with flowers,
vegetables and fruit in abundance. The prices seemed incredibly low.
For example: three bunches of carrots for IO cents, a head of cabbage
of any size for 15 cents and tomatoes at 16 cents to 20 cents a gallon!
Many people, even Liberal supporters, were disappointed that I
wouldn't be in the House when it opened, and they were surprised at the
election results. Even the Prime Minister regretted the defeat of Gordon
Higgins and myself. Others said that we'd be back again. I am sure that
many people felt the same way.
I was now able to take a more direct interest in public affairs in
Newfoundland. Peter Cashin's resignation of his seat in the House of
Assembly left a seat vacant in St. John's West. The federal riding of St.
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John's West took in several provincial districts, and St. John's West
provincially was one of these. It was not surprising, then, that Malcolm
Hollett, the leader of our party in the House of Assembly, invited me to
accept nomination for this seat. He had to get the Premier to call a by-
election in the vacant seat, but the Premier was in no hurry to do this.
The federal election was on August 10th. Peter Cashin had resigned
before that, yet the byelection was not called until sometime in
February of 1954 and was set for March 19th.
On March 9th, 1954, I was nominated by Fred Carter, O.A.
Whiteway, A.M. Duffy and Ronald Ayre. Malcolm Hollett, the Leader
of the Opposition, Frank Fogwill and James Higgins, the two members
for the City in the House of Assembly, were also present. As there was
no other nomination, I was declared elected by acclamation by the
Returning Officer for the district, Joseph Fitzgibbon.
The House would not open until March 24th, so that now, in addi-
tion to my legal work, I would be having meetings with the other City
members discussing provincial matters in preparation for the opening
of the House.
In 1962, John Meisel, a professor of Political Economy at Queen's
University, Kingston, Ontario, wrote a book about the 1957 General
Election. He undertook the task in a project to study "Decision Making
and the Structure of Power in Canada." His intention was to do this for
several elections. There was no problem in analyzing the 1953 federal
election to see where the decision making was or what was the structure
of power. The Liberals were in office in Ottawa with a great majority.
All the forces that the Liberals could muster were used in New-
foundland to win all the seats in the federal election of 1953. It was a
successful campaign for the Liberals, but beyond showing that the
Liberals were stronger and more powerful than the P.C.s it would not
teach us much more.
I was quite happy to exchange my seat at Ottawa for a seat in the
House of Assembly in St. John's. I doubt if those who planned Peter
Cashin's entry into the federal field gave much thought as to who would
take his seat in the House. I was sworn in as a member of the House of
Assembly on opening day, March 24, 1954. After the Lieutenant Gover-
nor had read his speech and left the Chamber, Mr. Hollett introduced
me to the Speaker. I had already taken the oath of office and so I was
assigned a seat on the Opposition side of the House. I had been twice
elected to the House of Assembly before Commission of Government
days, but I was both times on the Government side.
In the course of the debate on the first day, after the brief Speech
from the Throne had been read, Malcolm Hollett, the Leader of the
Opposition, referred to my return to the House of Assembly which I
first had entered thirty years before. He was followed by the Premier,
who also made reference to my presence. Mr. Smallwood congratulated
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P.e. members of the House of Assembly in 1954: M. Hollett, W. J. Browne, David
I. (Nish) Jackman, Jim Higgins and Frank Fogwill
me on my election and welcomed me because, he said, he wanted to be
sure "that the traditions of the House would be carried on." He praised
me lavishly for my education and for my industry, but while he was
praising me he was denigrating the other members of the Opposition.
The Premier also reminded the House that he had enacted into law the
Workmen's Compensation Act that I had drafted in 1926. I had worked
on that from 1924-1926, and I felt flattered that the Premier should
have it become law in 1950.
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I did not speak on this first day of the session, but Malcolm
Hollett, the Leader of our party, invited me to open the debate on the
Address in Reply. This would be an occasion to deal directly with the
business which the Government had proposed, or should have propos-
ed. It would also provide me with an opportunity to express my views
on the disastrous direction in which the Government, under Mr.
Smallwood, had been taking the province during the last four years.
My first observation about the Speech from the Throne was that it
made no reference to the industrial program which Mr. Smallwood had
started in 1951 and which was draining the surplus of millions of
dollars. The second point concerned the absence of reference to the
legislation that the Government intended to bring down (i.e. introduce).
Now the principal purpose of a Speech from the Throne is to present to
the legislative body, and to the people at large, an outline of the legisla-
tion that the Government proposes to enact during the session. In this
case the Speech mentioned specifically only three bills, those dealing
with redistribution, elections and the fisheries, but when the session
drew to a close the House had passed no less than 79 bills! Already on
opening day ministers gave notice of several bills not mentioned in the
Speech. When I pointed this out, Mr. Smallwood interrupted with
"nonsense," but I told him it was not nonsense. It was sound
parliamentary practice, a practice that he himself had followed in 1949.
Since the Honourable the Premier had spoken of tradition in his
welcoming remarks, I asked if the honourab'le gentleman had regard to
the traditions of the House when he allowed members of the Civil Ser-
vice to go into polling booths as agents for candidates, and when he per-
suaded an official of the Department of Justice to resign his position
and contest the riding of St. John's West. I also asked if he had regard
for tradition when he told the people over the radio that it was
"a mailer of life and death that all the Liberal candidates should be
returned with large majorities. ..
I asked him if he had regard for tradition when, almost before the
signatures were dry on the Terms of Union, he persuaded the Govern-
ment of Canada to violate one of the Terms of Union.
"/ will be specific; / am now face to face with the honourable gentleman.
/ refer to Section 30 of the Terms of Union 'Salaries of Lieutenant
Governor and Judges'. "
Not unexpectedly this mention of my forced resignation from the
bench in 1949 led to a lively discussion on the subject, the Premier of
course, denying any wrongdoing. The Speaker was forced to intervene,
and I had to withdraw the unfortunately chosen word 'misdemeanour'
which had provoked the Premier's threat "the last word he will utter in
this House."1 The Attorney General was to bring this matter up again
on April 22nd.
ISeeAppendix A forexlracls from Hansard on lhissubjecl.
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After this distraction I also spoke about how the people of New-
foundland were being overcharged for freight rates, and how they suf-
fered a loss of 7,000,000 dollars on that account, and that the province
had not received it back and was not likely to do so. I said:
"Now ir seems ro me rhar, if rhe Terms of Union were nor se((led in such
a hasry manner, a proper Term would have been drawn up ro prorecr our
people ar rhar rime. "
I talked of the enquiry on the price of cod by Mr. Bruce Feather,
which had never been published. As I continued speaking about the
vaunted 'Buy Newfoundland' campaign, Mr. Smallwood interrupted,
again "I am beginning to think I made a mistake .... " I referred to the
thousands of dollars spent without any vouchers to show for the expen-
ditures, to the waste and corruption already evident in relation to the
Board of Liquor Control.
Then I began an examination of the "new industries," starting
with the machinery plant at Octagon Pond - the Canadian Machinery
Industry Corporation.
"Ir was ro be rhe largesr single labour-giving enrerprise in Newfoundland
nexr ro rhe fisheries. In rhe nexr rwo veal's ir was ro employ 5,000 men in
full-rime work. Well, how could rhe people of Newfoundland refuse rhe
charmer when he promised ro pur 5,000 men in full-rime work? Why,
you have ro go ro Monrreal ro ger a business as large or as prosperous as
rhe machinery planr ar Donovans was supposed (() become. Go in rhere
now and inro rhefacrory and ifyou can seefive men around wirhour hav-
ing ro look around rhe machines, you will be lucky. "
A few days later, Mr. Fogwill, the Conservative member from St.
John's East, brought out more information on the same subject. Mr.
Fogwill was an electrician employed at the C.N.R. dockyard, and he
stated that the machinery plant at the Octagon did not manufacture
anything commercially. It was receiving work from fishing vessels on
the Southside, but the workmen at the plant did not have the equipment
nor the knowledge of how to make repairs, and parts had to be brought
to the C.N.R. plant to be treated before they could be dealt with at the
machinery plant at the Octagon.
I have previously mentioned in some detail the origins of this in-
dustrial program, and of Mr. Smallwood's strange confidence in his
Latvian Director General of Economic Development, Alfred
Valdmanis, whose star was already waning. What was most disturbing
was that this expensive program, still costing millions annually,
although its failure was becoming more evident, was being ignored by
the Government as a subject for parliamentary debate. I called on the
Government to show us the report of the firm, known as Coverdale and
Colpitts, that:
"had been engaged by rhe Governmenr ro invesrigare rhe cemenr, rhe
gypsum and rhe birch planrs. Thar was in 1952. Now, rwo years larer,
have rhey been sold? And If so, whar money has been received? Because
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at that time over nine million dollars ($9.000,000) Newfoundland money
had been put infO these three plants, and it was the intention of the
Government to use that money, not in the same way, but j(H the en-
couragement and assistance to other industries j()r further economic
development. How much has been returned safar? How much have they
got back out of the birch plant? I would like 10 know how much money
we have spent on the birch mill since 1952 - I'll wager it is over a million
dollars. Also on the gypsum mill. I haven't seen it nor any (~l our
members have seen that report. "
I pointed out that we were prosperous in 1953 with the economic
development, mills and factories being built. Money was pouring into
the province with the old age pensions, family allowances and other
social programs, but the chief source of prosperity was the large expen-
diture of the United States Government on defence work. All the while
the basic resources of the country were being neglected. The Govern-
ment was putting the cart before the horse. Our roads were still in a
pitiable state. According to Mr. Spencer, the Minister of Highways,
Newfoundland had only 125 miles of paved roads. The fisheries and
agriculture and the forests had been sadly neglected. Now that the in-
dustrial program was showing signs of collapse the Premier wanted to
sweep it under the rug. I said:
"We are told we shall get fish,fish,fish until we become fish. I think my
honourable friend is drawing a great red herring across the industrial
trail he has blazed across this country. It will remain to me a mystery of
why no mention has been made of the industries and the uncertain pro-
spects for so many of these industries. I feel that the Speech from the
Throne should have referred to them and told us how they are going
along. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I beg to move, seconded by my
honourable friend, the member for Harbour Main-Bell Island, that we
respectfully submit to Your Honour that this House regrets that the
Speech from the Throne contains no reference to the financial conditions
or progress of the industries in which so large an amount of the surplus
of the people's money has been invested. "
My amendment was discussed in subsequent days by Frank
Fogwill, and by our leader, Malcolm Hollett. Both men dealt in detail
with the three principal industries, the birch plant, the cement plant and
the gypsum plant. Mr. Hollett also referred to some of the other fifteen
plants of which the Premier had been so proud. The Premier did not
respond to any of the arguments I put forward on this amendment, but
he did make reference to the birch plant which had been dealt with by
my colleagues and he stated:
"In my view, and in the view ofmy colleagues, the birch plant is certain-
ly one of the most promising of all the new industries....
At the moment the birch plant is practically prostrate, as also is every
plant of that kind on the North American continent at this moment....
But it will come back, it will succeed. If it takes a million to do it we will
find it and spend it and make a success of the plant. "
He concluded by making the following observations:
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"I do not expect the newspapers to have any influence on the public of
Newfoundland. It doesn't maller what they print. In my district not one
hundred families see both of the ne\vspapers put together. ClaN is a
fine, decent radio station; so is VOCM. It is in the newspapers that the
malicious misquoting is done and I do not have to jump thirty feet to
reach those that are doing it. I know who they are. I will not waste any
more time in the House. Every word I have said was wasted; let them go
ahead and say it, and now let us hal'e the vote and put down this silly
amendment, this silly stupid amendment, let us push it aside. "
This was a curious statement from Mr. Smallwood, who had been a
working journalist for most of his adult life. The amendment was lost
by a vote of 18 to 4.
Each day now we appeared to get answers to questions asked
earlier. I noticed that Mr. Power, (he Minister of Finance, was very
prompt in answering the questions put to him and the most important
ones were directed to him. Some of the questions asked him were in
regard to the amounts of money that had been issued under the war-
rants of the Lieutenant Governor under the provisions of the Audit
Act. I was surprised to find that between twenty and thirty of these were
issued. That means to say that the Government overspent monies which
had been voted by the House of Assembly in the previous session, and
thus was short of money, or would be short of money, before the
budget was introduced to make provision for expenditures for the fiscal
year 1954-55.
I also noted that when bills were introduced for the first time, no
explanation was given as to what they were about, as was the rule in Ot-
tawa. So I asked the Speaker if we could have a brief explanation what
the Bill was about so that we would be able to give consideration to it
and prepare for its second reading on the following day. I was informed
that it wasn't the practice here to make such explanation, and I had to
be content with that answer.
Mr. Smallwood was very impatient at the questions being asked.
When Mr. James Higgins began his address after congratulating the
mover and seconder, he made this remark:
"I would like also to be associated with the welcome that was extended to
the newly-elected member for St. John's West. I agree wholeheartedly
with what the honourable the Premier said on opening day. "
Mr. Smallwood:
"Don't remind me 0/ thaI now....
Mr. Higgins:
" .. .. As I said it is one 0/ the few tillles I could subscribe whole-heartedly
to the Premier's expression 0/opinion on the way things are done. A nd I
know that I speak /or my colleagues when I say he (W.J.B.) has already
proven his worth to us. "
Mr. Higgins was a very willy speaker and referring to the Premier's
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remark I hat 'whal I said was rehash' slated:
"I don't know whether it is cold hash or warm, bllt hash properly
describes the mess the Government has made out of this industrial pro-
gram; it is a beautiful hash. "
We had a speech from Mr. Janes, the member for Fogo, who
said that he was the fellow who said "haul up your boats," and he
meant it.
"Yes, I told them to haul up their boats, it was more profitable to go to
Seven Islands to work than to try and catch a quintal of jish. "
This was when all were prophesying doom for the fishing industry.
Now he said that after seeing the report of the fisheries committee he
was telling the fishermen to launch their boats again. Mr. Janes was
here only repeating the words of his leader. Many others in the party
were doing the same thing.
In the course of his remarks on opening day, when Mr. Smallwood
was praising me, at the same time he was deriding the other members of
the Opposition: Jim Higgins, Frank Fogwill, Nish Jackman, and of
course, our leader, Malcolm Hollett, who had been at Oxford with me.
When they spoke in the debate after me I found that they were compe-
tent and good critics from an opposition standpoint. Particularly this
was true in the case of Mr. Hollett, the Leader.
In the debate on the Address in Reply, Mr. Hollett spoke for the
best part of two afternoons. He criticized the Government for its
mismanagement of the finances so that they had had to get over three
and a quarter million dollars by special warrants signed by the Lieute-
nant Governor. On examination of the reasons given for the requests
for warrants from the Lieutenant Governor, Mr. Hollett was of the opi-
nion (and so was I) that some of these were not necessary. The warrants
were only supposed to be granted by the Lieutenant Governor in the
case of what used to be called 'a national emergency.' What the govern-
ment of Mr. Smallwood was doing was spending money whenever they
felt like it, and saying it was needed for the welfare of the people.
In this speech Mr. Hollett certainly displayed a great knowledge of
public affairs. He obviously had spent a lot of time in its preparation. I
might say that many people consulted him because he was the Leader
and he was very accessible. People telephoned giving him bits of infor-
mation he could use in the course of his speeches. The Premier had
praised me to such an extent that the members of his party thought that
I was going to be a Gladstone or a Churchill, and when I didn't measure
up to that high standard they felt disappointed and said so quite plainly.
I don't know what purpose Mr. Smallwood had in mind by using such
extravagant praise of me. He certainly didn't accept any of the sugges-
tions I had made, particularly the one for the establishment of a public
accounts committee.
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As Conservatives, we had no faith in socialistic enterprises;
therefore we felt that we should probe as far as we could what was going
on in connection with the construction and operation of the birch fac-
tory, Newfoundland Hardwoods Limited, as it was called, which was
located just outside of St. John's. We heard a lot of rumors about it
and we were told different things about its management. I had been told
by Mr. Ted Russell - the former Minister of Natural Resources -
after he had resigned, that there were thousands of dollars' worth of
goods ordered and not paid for, and that the bills used to be piled high
on his desk. He couldn't sleep at night thinking about them because
nobody had certified that they were correct. When services or goods are
supplied for a job, it is essential that there be someone in charge to
receive them and certify that the work has been done, or that the goods
have been supplied as ordered, with the proper amounts and the proper
prices charged. The same thing applies even more so to the supply of
machinery which was very expensive. So we asked to see the vouchers
for over two million dollars, which had been spent on the factory.
Mr. Smallwood, as Minister of Economic Development, was the
person in charge, but, as he said, he didn't carry thousands of bills
around with him. He referred us to the Auditor General or the Finance
Department, where they had been microfilmed.
An appointment was made and Mr. Hollett and I went to the
Finance Department and we were shown a microfilm of some accounts.
Fot some reason or other, we didn't see much of it. Mr. Hollett had to
put on his glasses and he didn't get time to do that before it stopped.
But I saw enough to confirm what the Auditor General had told me. He
had told me that nobody could be found to certify the bills, and he had
put them all into a huge basket and brought them to the Premier and
said that he would have to certify them himself as Minister of Economic
Development as no one else would do it. Three or four high officials
had refused to sign them, as they had no knowledge of them. Mr.
Smallwood therefore, whether reluctantly or not, I don't know, signed
them all; so that when we saw the microfilm of the receipts (and we were
looking for a particular one)2 we found his name on them all, everyone
signed" J .R. Smallwood" in his bold handwriting.
We were fortunate in having a very intelligent man in the person of
Mr. Sparkes as Speaker, and he did his best to keep all the debates in
order. From time to time he had a difficult job because the Premier was
almost irrepressible. He would argue with the Speaker more often than
anyone else. Of course, the Premier always thought that he was right.
On the 8th of April Mr. Smallwood made a speech in the debate on
the Address in Reply to the Speech from the Throne. He started out by
2This was a receipt from Prall and Company for Ihc paymenl of IWO conveyor belts. al a much
higher price than would have been paid to lhe Jdfrey Manufaclure Company whose agenl sold
them to the Prall firm inslead of direclly 10 lhe Newfoundland Hardwoods Company Limited.
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telling everybody the difference between the Government and the Op-
position, and he boasted about the policies which the Government had
been carrying out while the Opposition apparently had none. In the
course of his speech he made reference to the question which I had ask-
ed about the Newfoundland Hardwoods Limited. Here are the ques-
tions:
1 . Does the agreement with the Newfoundland Hardwoods
Limited contain any provision for representation from the
Government on the Board of Directors of the said Company?
2. Does the agreement with the said Company give the Govern-
ment any control over salaries paid to the Managing Director
or any other of the staff?
3. What salary is payable to the said Managing Director?
4. Does the said agreement protect the Government investment
from liabilities incurred by the Company?
5. Who are the directors of the said Company?
6. Has the Government received a copy of the annual report of
the said company and if so, will it table a copy of the same?
7. What was the value of sales for 1953 and what was the actual
cost of goods sold by the company?
In reference to these questions, he remarked:
"Does he seriously expect me to answer that question? Are we supposed
to table in this House those companies' cost of production, their profits
and all the other secret and confidential private details of their affairs
merely because we have lent them public monies? Is that the policy, the
philosophy of the Tory party, the party ofprivate enterprise, as we see it
in this province? I say, no. We have refused to table this information
about private companies and shall continue to refuse it. We are right to
refuse it and the Opposition are wrong to ask for it - we are right and
they are wrong. Now, that is our job. That is the way wefeel about it. All
the members of this Government and our sponsors on this side of the
House feel that way about it. We take that responsibility although
nobody else may like it. The test will come when the next election is held.
We are prepared to stand or fall on that. "
Mr. Browne:
"Mr. Speaker, may I draw the Premier's allen/ion to the fact that he is a
director of the Newfoundland Hardwoods Limited and Premier of this
country. "
Mr. Smallwood:
"That is so, and has no connection whatever, not the slightest - I am
also a man five feet four, weight 145, but what has that got to do with
it?"
Mr. Browne:
"I am not interested in your weight. "
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Mr. Smallwood:
"It has just as much bearing. "
Mr. Browne:
"How much money have you gOI in the Newfoundland Hardwoods
Limited?"
Mr. Smallwood:
"That is a fair question Ihal has been asked and answered. Ifyou wanllo
know private details--but the answer to that question is Ihat we have
nothing, never had a cent. If my honourable friend is asking about the
building and machinery on the land, a piece ofphysical property, we 0 wn
it all there, that is the public ofNewfoundland owns it all. But it has been
leased for fifteen years to a private company in which I represent the
Government, but I own no shares, not one. I am merely there as a
representative of the Treasury. That is all. I am not part of the company.
I don't own a share in it. It is a purely private company. "
When it is realized that the Government of Newfoundland built this
plant and that every cent that went into it was supplied by the Govern-
ment of Newfoundland from the funds in its treasury, how could a
member of the House of Assembly be considered to be out of order in
asking the Premier, who was a director of the company, for some infor-
mation about how the company was working? As a matter of fact, the
agreement was first of all made with Chester Dawe personally, and it
was only after this agreement had actually been made that a new com-
pany was formed for the purpose of relieving Mr. Dawe of the obliga-
tions to which he would otherwise be subject. However, the confusion
was such that on one occasion the Auditor General, Mr. Allen, told me
that I knew more about the Newfoundland Hardwoods Limited than he
did.
Later in the same speech the Premier started to give me more atten-
tion. He began ridiculing Mr. Hollett and myself by asking who was the
leader at the moment. I said:
"Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the Premier would show a little discretion.
This is highly provocative and highly unnecessary and it seems to be for
the purpose of amusing the spectators. "
Mr. Smallwood:
".... I know actually my honourable and learned friend is purring in-
side at these references to the leadership of the party - well I will say no
more - he loves it really - now we lookedforward eagerly to his speech
in this House. It seemed to most ofus that he certainly missed the chance
to be big and magnanimous. It seemed that he had waited a fullfive years
for the chance to make that speech so that he could tell Smallwood what
he thought of him, and all the cold hash of Confederation he raked over
and over. With the opportunity to be big he talked about the Icelandic
Boats. We had hoped that he would be constructive and forward look-
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ing, and he rehashed the IBEe Report and other dull topics that had
been worn threadbare by the Opposition for the past five years. "
He continued in this vein for pages and pages of Hansard, venting
his pent-up rage at me, wasting the time of the House with his offensive
innuendo and falsehood about events that had transpired five or six or
seven years earlier, and which had no bearing whatsoever on the matter
at hand.
The next day Mr. Smallwood continued his speech on the Address
in Reply. He gave us a history of settlement on the northeast coast of
Newfoundland, especially Trinity Bay, Bonavista Bay and Notre Dame
Bay which, he said, one hundred years ago had only a few settlements.
Though he told us that he had been in every settlement there - there
are several hundred there now - he says there were only about forty-
two there a hundred years previously or a hundred and twenty-five
years previously. I thought that his statement was incorrect. However,
he went on with a very elaborate introduction about the fishery and
what poor lives the people lived in those days, how they only had one
suit of clothes for their whole lifetime; when they got that suit they were
married in it, they went to church in it and they got buried in it. He even
said he could remember suits of that kind. I believe that the premier of
Newfoundland was a highly imaginative person who could convince
himself of anything. I think he was enjoying himself in giving us this
bizarre account and I pointed out to him that there were several promi-
nent places that he had omitted, and he had made no reference to the
employment that was given by the building of the railway. He admitted
that but said that he had developed that theme during the National
Convention. All of this was merely an introduction to showing that
times had changed with the First World War. He might almost have
been singing the American song "How are you going to keep 'em down
on the farm after they've seen Paree!"
Then he spoke about the development of the merchant class, who
were no longer fish merchants but merchants selling spaghetti and
tinned beans. "Lounge lizards" was one of his favorite expressions to
describe them. Later on Mr. Smallwood talked of the money spent on
an investment:
"I asked the House whether it's good business for Newfoundland to
spend twenty million dollars of its own hard earned money to create
those plants. Let us say that next year, 1955, the total in wages paid is
five millions. But why put it at five millions and not ten millions, or
seven millions, or six millions, but five millions as an average typical
wage bill annually from these plants. Let us say that - I am trying to be
conservative ("c") - the Government lends out twenty million dollars.
It doesn't give it away but lends the money at interest. A t the present
time we are trying to collect back neither the principal nor the interest.
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We've loaned twenty million dollars. That has created fourteen new in-
dustrial plants. Let us assume that these three thousand workers are to be
given employment year round at five million dollars in wages a year. The
question I have to ask is this: 'Was that a good thing for the Government
to do? If the Government had its time all over again and hadn 'tlaid out a
dollar of that twenty millions, would the Government be right to do what
it did on that basis, on the basis offourteen plants? On the assumption
of employing three thousand people getting five million dollars, would
the Government be right in taking the decision, the decision we did in
fact take? Would that be good business or further, if we have forty
million dollars and could produce twenty-eight new plants employing six
thousand people receiving wages of ten million dollars a year, would the
Government be wise to do it?' I think the House ought to consider that.
We weren't a pack of jackasses, nincompoops and fools in spending
twenty million dollars to create the fourteen plants we've created. "
These last remarks of the Premier regarding the goals and methods
of financing of the new industries are worth noting. As I have indicated
earlier, an investigation into the finances and operation of the industrial
program was a main objective of the Opposition members.
It may be useful here, in order to show more about the Premier's
plan for industrial development and its financing, to quote some
passages from a radio news conference which took place shortly after
the special election of 1951, at the height of the industrialization pro-
gram. The interviewers were Messrs. Chafe, Geoff Stirling and Don
Jamieson. J
The Session was led off by Mr. Chafe who questioned the Premier
on the effects of the great victory he had won in the 1951 General Elec-
tion. Mr. Chafe asked: what is the next move in the industrial develop-
ment program? Mr. Smallwood replied:
"We have started two kinds of industries. There are three of one kind
and more than that of the other kind. The first kind are the industries
built by the Government with public money, the cement mill, the gypsum
mill and the birch mill. When these are sold the cost which was taken
from the surplus will be put back infO current account revenue of the
Government. And that is the first class; there won't be any more like
that. The Government has no intention of building any more industries
out ofsurplus. On the second part, all industries which we encouraged to
come into Newfoundland are from the continent of Europe where
nobody has any dollars. These firms . ... all are very wealthy, very
powerful, very skillful, very experienced, but they haven't got a dollar to
bless themselves with, not a dollar amongst them.
We take very careful steps to satisfy ourselves that these firms are highly
reputable and skillful and experienced. "
Mr. Smallwood then went on to say what he told these companies:
"Bring cement, bring your material and machinery and equipment and
so on, and that will have a certain value. Now whatever that value is, that
JAt a laler date (April 1955) I read large seclionsoflhisconference into the record oflhe House.
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is your investment in Newfoundland, to form a Newfoundland company
and that company has to own all that property. Now it is to that com-
pany - that Newfoundland company - that the Government extends
the helping hand. How? By taking money out of the surplus and giving it
to them? No."
Mr. Jamieson:
"That's what the Opposition has been saying. "
Mr. Smallwood:
"I know that they have, especially in this election. They said far more
than their prayers. "
He went on:
"In fact, we say to any European 'Come to Newfoundland, form a New-
foundland company, bring your machinery, your supplies, your equip-
ment, your material, whatever that is worth is your investment. Then
issue your bonds, sell your bonds on the open market, we will guarantee
these bonds so you will have no trouble to sell them for dollars. That will
give you the dollars you need!"
Mr. Stirling was a successful businessman, and he could not accept
those statements and he asked:
"Supposing these industries don't succeed? Supposing they fail and the
bonds become due? Wouldn't it then automatically bankrupt the
Government by having to fork out the guarantee for these bonds? What
is the good of a guarantee on a tombstone if you're inside the tomb-
stone?"
The Premier answered:
"Right? The answer is, 'no.' If all the industries whose bonds were
guaranteed, if they all failed everyone of them without exception, thaI's
your claim, if they all failed. Well, now you'll admit that it is a bit of a
sweeping assumption, isn't it? but take the worst case, take the worst
case, where every single industry failed and cannot pay the interest on the
bonds; in that case, the Government of Newfoundland has to pay the in-
terest. What is the interest at 5 per cent on 25 million dollars? About one
and a quarler millions, one and a quarter millions a year it would COSI
the Treasury if they had to pay all the interest, all the time on all the
bonds. This is a big assumption. That is taking the worst that could
possibly happen. Now what does the Treasury take in?"
The Premier went on to show what the Treasury took in. We would give
less relief and save a half million dollars, twice as many people would be
working. Mr. Jamieson began to be sceptical and asked:
"Do you think il is reasonable thallhese industries could keep going and
keep employing Ihese men, but at the same lime nOI be in the posilion 10
payoff a single cenl of Ihe interest?"
The Premier:
"II is quite conceivable. "
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Mr. Jamieson:
"Can you go on forever just paying the interest?"
Mr. Smallwood:
"Well, no, you go onfor the lifetime of the bonds. Now, when the life of
a bond is up, when the bond matures, the bond holders want their prin-
cipal back in addition to the interest they had been receiving during the
life of the bond. Well, if you have a sinking fund, that alone pays off
some of your principal, the rest of your principal you get by renewal,
issue of new bonds for another ten years. That's commonplace, done all
over the years. "
Mr. Jamieson asked:
"How about Newfoundland's credit? We are all talking about the New-
foundland Government backing bonds. Have you - you naturally have
investigated it. There will be no trouble in selling these bonds?"
It should be noted here that there were never any bonds issued in
connection with any of the companies, not a bond. The Government
supplied all the money and not a bond was issued. The Premier said:
" 'You know we have the lowest public debt probably in all North
America, 10 dollars a head. '
" 'Belter then, , said Mr. Jamieson, 'that the Government would con-
sider it too risky (or anything of that sort) to carryon beyond that figure
if it means extra industries on the same basis? What you are talking
about is twenty-five millions. '
" 'Oh,' said the Premier, cheerfully. 'If it is sound to go to twenty-five
million and that proves successful, and sound and sage and profitable,
by the same token you can go another twenty-five million, and if that
proves sound, successful and profitable, you go another twenty-five
million. If these industries are sound, that is the base of it all. If they're
sound you don't have to stop and decide now what the limit will be;
decide that when the time arrives and you can test the thing out. ' "
It is hardly necessary to say that the Premier didn't convince Mr.
Jamieson or Mr. Stirling of the soundness of his proposition.
These harebrained schemes represented the unrealistic and naive
mentality of the Premier. He had millions of dollars at his disposal and
he squandered most of them.
On Monday, April 26th, 1954, the Premier revealed to the House
that the chief architect of the industrial program, the man "to whom
one day Newfoundland will erect a monument," this man, Dr. Alfred
Valdmanis, had deceived him. At the beginning of business, Mr.
Smallwood made the following official statement:
"Mr. Speaker, I wish to make a statement about certain somewhat sensa-
tional events that have transpired within the past few days....
I have charged Dr. Valdmanis with having defrauded the Government of
Newfoundland of 150,000 dollars. 4 This sum of money, so I allege, was
4This figure was changed beforelhetrial.
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secretly collected by Dr. Valdmanis from a company in Europe (Benno-
Schilde). This company had a contract with the Newfoundland Govern-
ment to build the machinery for the gypsum plant now at Humber-
mouth, and to install and erect that machinery. Dr. Valdmanis
negotiated the contract in question. My charge is that he collected this
large sum of money for himself; and that he succeeded in ge((ing it only
by convincing the European company in question that they would never
receive the contract unless they paid him this large sum of money.
I shall make another charge against Dr. Valdmanis, that he secretly col-
lected another large sum of money from another European company
with whom the Government had a contract. This was a contract to build,
install and erect the machinery for the cement mill at Humbermouth. "
The second charge, that of Dr. Valdmanis defrauding the firm of
MIAG of $360,000, was made at the close of the House on Friday,
April 30th.
Although the Opposition had no direct knowledge of the charges
against Dr. Valdmanis of defrauding the Government of more than half
a million dollars, the accusation did not come as a complete surprise.
He had been under a cloud since his resignation as chairman of
NALCO. A month before the revelations were made in the House, Mr.
Hollett had proposed a motion of non-confidence in the Government
because of the failure of its industrial program, and because of its chief
architect, Dr. Valdmanis, "the sleazy politician from Europe" who had
"made his pile and beat it."
Dr. Valdmanis was released on bail and stayed at the Cochrane
Hotel for a while. He was visited there by newsmen, amongst whom was
my cousin Arch Sullivan. Arch suggested that he should get me to de-
fend him, and at one time it was mentioned that John Diefenbaker
would be willing to do so if the Lady Davis Foundation, which had
sponsored the entry of Valdmanis into Canada, would engage him.
Nothing developed from these rumours, and Gordon Higgins, assisted
by Noel Goodridge, the present Judge Goodridge of the Supreme Court
of Newfoundland, continued to defend the accused.
The preliminary enquiry was heard during the summer. Officials
from the MIAG plant and the Benno-Schilde plant in Germany and
Premier Smallwood himself were all witnesses at the hearing. The doc-
tor offered no evidence at the time, and there were only a few questions
asked on cross-examination of the witnesses. The evidence taken by
deposition showed no room for a defence. Accordingly, Dr. Valdmanis
was committed for trial on both charges to the Supreme Court of New-
foundland. In September he appeared before Chief Justice Sir Albert
Walsh. He pleaded guilty to the lesser charge of having obtained
$200,000 from the firm of Benno-Schilde, but pleaded not guilty to the
greater charge of obtaining $270,000 from MIAG. The Attorney
General did not proceed with this second charge, and stated that the
Government of Newfoundland was also bringing a civil action to
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recover some of the monies by seizing the assets, which were stated to be
worth over half a million. When the accused appeared before the Chief
Justice for sentence, Gordon Higgins spoke for mitigation of punish-
ment and, in what must have been a unique speech, quoted Premier
Smallwood's lavish praise of the doctor's valuable work for New-
foundland. The Premier once said "he was worth his weight in gold in
Newfoundland." Some one calculated the value at that particular time
when exchange was very low and it turned out to be $84,000!
The Premier must have often regretted his excessive laudation of
the architect of his industrial empire. Dr. Valdmanis was sentenced to
four years' imprisonment in Her Majesty's Penitentiary.S He died
several years later in an auto accident out west. The Attorney General
afterwards stated that the value realized from the assets amounted to
less than $14,000 - only $800 in cash remained in the account with the
American Express Company in New York.
This session of the House of Assembly was an unusually long one,
lasting from March 24th until June 22nd. Most of the time was taken up
with the routine work of legislation: reading and debating bills and the
Budget clause by clause. There was work to be done in connection with
every department: Education, Finance, Health, the Fisheries and all the
others. One item that came up, not unexpectedly, was to have far-
reaching consequences for the province. This was the announcement of
the Premier that the British Newfoundland Corporation (BRINCO) was
to begin a survey of the watershed of the Hamilton River, and the
Grand Falls, in Labrador. Greg Power, then Minister of Finance, later
said that this was the greatest thing that the Premier did, getting the
Rothschilds interested in this development. Reference to this is to be
found in THE ROTHSCHILDS by Fredrick Morton, published in
1963. At page 228, where the author talks about Anthony Rothschild's
actions, he wrote:
"It was this recrudescent ability to move in fast on the newest that got
Anthony the exploitation rights to 50,000 square miles in Canada.
Through a string of holding companies, New Court could now tap
monumental lumber, power, mineral (particularly uranium) resources.
Newfoundland's Prime Minister Smallwood called the transaction 'the
biggest real estate deal on this continent in this century;' and Winston
Churchill, appreciative of the scale of the thing, termed it 'a grand im-
perial concept. ' "
The member for Labrador at that time was the Honourable Dr.
Rowe, Minister for Natural Resources. In his speech on the amendment
he praised the high quality of the speeches in the House and he talked
most interestingly about his constituency, which was one of the largest
in Canada. He also made some gracious remarks about me:
SHe spent most of his sentence at the minimum securilY facility on [he Salmonier Line. His fellow
pr!sonersclaimed he was the best cook Iheyever had!
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"He was one of the few men, when I was a young man starting out, who
took any interest in my personal welfare. I dare say this has probably
slipped his memory, but I recall on the occasion of my graduation from
the Memorial College when I gave the Valedictory, the honourable
gentleman, who was then a judge, sought me out. He had never seen me
before, yet he sought me out, enquired about my prospects and even of-
fered, and did in fact go further in endeavouring, to secure some employ-
ment for me. I didn't have to take advantage ofhis generosity, but I have
always remembered it. For that reason, I say I was rather happy when it
had become known that the honou[able gentleman was to sit in this
House.
I'm aware, too, of the contributions that he has made throughout the
years to the co-operative movement, to the public library and to the
welfare of the Civil Service. For all of these things I was looking for-
ward, and still do I might say, to the fact that this gentleman, although
on the Opposite side, would still be in the House and would make some
contribution to it. "
However, like some previous speakers, he said he was disappointed
in what he called "my maiden speech." Actually, I'd been a member of
the House of Assembly thirty years earlier. I had always admired Dr.
Rowe for his industry as much as for his native ability.
Newfoundland has always been a place where the majority of the
people have earned their livelihood from the fisheries. Up until now the
Government had devoted most of its energies to developing new in-
dustries to provide work, but the fisheries had by no means been
neglected. A national committee, headed by Chief Justice Sir Albert
Walsh6 had been appointed to study the future of our fisheries, and new
legislation was the result of their report. This legislation provided for
the establishment of a Fisheries Development Authority. They reported
to the Ministers of Fisheries at Ottawa and St. John's.
On May 3rd, 1954, in an excellent, comprehensive speech, the
Minister of Fisheries and Co-operatives, Honourable W.J. Keough,
outlined the functions of the federal and provincial departments of
fisheries, the problem to be solved and the long-term solution. He said
that for the Fisheries Development Authority - the new body - to be
set up, it was necessry to secure specialists in three important areas:
finance, fisheries and social organization. For the first they picked Mr.
H.G. Dustan, a former manager of the Bank of Nova Scotia's head of-
fice in St. John's, and with several years experience as managing direc-
tor of a large fish compai~Y. They picked Mr. Ross Young, a certified
public accountant, and one of the ablest executives in St. John's, with
many years experience with Crosbie and Company Limited, for the se-
cond position. Crosbie's, as we always called it, was founded by my
former colleague Sir John Crosbie, who was a prominent fish mer-
chant. The third member of the committee was Mr. Harry C. Winsor,
6The other members of the commitlee were Harold A. Dawe, George Groves. Raymond Gushue,
Q.c.. L.L.B., Clive Planta. Hazen A. Russell, and Captain Clarence C. Williams.
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who had been employed for some time with the Newfoundland
Fisheries Board and then with the combined Food Board in
Washington, U.S.A. during the war, and later in Rome as an official
with the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations. It
will be seen that if these men were high-priced, they were also highly
qualified. When Mr. Young asked what salary he would receive, he was
told by the Premier: "Write your own ticket." Mr. Young wrote down
$25,000 and the Premier engaged him. This was taken as the salary for
Mr. Winsor as well, but Mr. Dustan, as the chairman, was paid a fur-
ther five hundred dollars a year.
Undoubtedly, they had a great task to perform; to me it seemed
impossible.
Here was a part of their duties: to supervise (1) construction of a
centralized salt codfish plant at Quirpon, which would eventually be
owned by the community; (2) a similar but larger operation at Seldom
Come By; (3) the full-fledged community development at La Scie in-
volving the erection and operation of a large-scale salt codfish plant
equipped with artificial drier, cold storage, and pickling vats, a fresh
frozen fish plant, bait storage, fishmeal plant, town planning, housing,
electric power and modern houses with water and sewerage; (4) the
federal government would erect a large-scale salt codfish plant at
Valleyfield.
These four projects were on the North or Northeast Coast, as were
some of the others where, for several months of the year, the bays were
ice-blocked. The members of the Authority knew that before they took
the job, but it seemed to our party that this would be a great handicap.
They were also expected to assist private industry in building fresh
and/or salt codfish, or fish meal plants at Bay de Verde in Conception
Bay, Merasheen in Placentia Bay, Joe Batt's Arm, Twillingate and
Change Islands, and administer all charges in respect to government
loans and government guaranteed loans made to date by the New-
foundland government to various fish merchants.
The authority was to be a provincial Crown corporation. It was
given power to make regulations in the administration of these com-
plicated affairs.
We were informed that the purpose of this "revolutionary"
development program was not merely to improve the fisheries'
economic standards but their social environment as well. People were to
live in modern homes, fully equipped with modern conveniences; there
were to be good schools, recreation facilities and hospital and medical
services.
The Authority was to be provided with the sum of $25,000,000 as
an initial fund. The Federal Government was to be responsible for the
cost of some of the parts of this program. In the meantime, the
members to be appointed to the Authority had been working together
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since June of 1953. It was now May, 1954. The Premier was a fast
worker and could not wait for the legislation to be passed!
Two days after Mr. Keough made his presentation to the House,
the Premier began what was the longest speech I have ever heard in the
House of Assembly or the House of Commons. It lasted the better part
of five afternoons. He started by saying he would never have advocated
Confederation if he hadn't been convinced that it would mean that the
fisheries would be profitable and prosperous. He said that there was
one big job left for him, and that was to modernize the fisheries. He em-
phasized how difficult the job was. His previous problems, before Con-
federation, were trifling in comparison. He said, "The fishing problem
has baffled all previous Governments." It was destined to baffle all suc-
ceeding ones!
I believe that he was inspired to make this great effort because of
the praise which Malcolm Hollett, the Leader of the Opposition, had
received in the newspapers for his four and one-half hour long speech
on the Address in Reply. Whoever reported the speech marvelled at its
length. He, the Premier, spoke disdainfully of that speech. He had
heard speeches which lasted six hours, and one lasting eight hours, and
he also knew of the greatest of all speeches that had lasted for five days.
He gave us a brief acccount of the work the Government had been
doing in its first five years, and claimed that it had made great strides.
He was in complete agreement with the idea of a co-operative move-
ment beginning with suitable courses at the University. He referred to
the various expenditures used by Governments in the past to help the
fishermen. He wanted a fundamental reform. He had already written
millions of words about the fisheries. His Government ought to be able
to solve the fishery problem. He said, "Everything else we have tucked
away" and only the fisheries were left to be dealt with. The Premier
stated that whilst on the north east coast a hundred years ago there were
some thirty odd settlements, these had since increased to five hundred.
Then he pictured for us families living in isolated holes in the wall or
clefts in the cliffs, ill fed, ill clad, for a whole century prior to 1914. I
once questioned him on the authority for these sorts of statements. He
said he was his own authority. He was a historian. As an illustration of
the difference in the style of life fishermen were now leading, he said
that there were presently in Newfoundland five hundred places where
movies were shown regularly. People were no longer content to live in
isolated places or to be badly fed and ill clothed. He had said all this in a
previous debate.
He gave us pictures of an ideal location for a settlement.
"It might be three miles from the salt water. It would have a good har-
bour. Ideally, it would have a river flowing into the harbour with a head
to develop 1000, 1200 or 1500 horsepower of electricity."
How many places in Newfoundland are so fortunately located? So
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blessed?
The Premier spoke of creating a dozen towns on the north east
coast, each with a population of 10,000 people, a little town, modern,
progressive and very up-to-date. Besides all the modern conveniences,
the people would have the most up-to-date equipment for catching and
preparing fish.
Then he regaled us with a picture of the modern fish plant of
Trepassey turning out the fish sticks that had become the rage all across
the United States. This was due to the invention of blocks of frozen
fish.
In a comment on my caution that we should not allow ourselves to
be too dependent on marketing our fish in the United States, he observ-
ed that he could not foresee a depression in the United States, and he
added "I don't think we can afford a depression." As he rambled on,
he touched on many subjects: mining and the railways, Jamaica and
hydro-electric power, elections and agriculture. Regarding the latter, he
said that he didn't have much faith in root farming. He had faith in
animal husbandry, raising beef, mutton and pork, and poultry raising
- turkeys and ducks. .
From time to time we still hear of Mr. Smallwood travelling across
Canada giving lectures. Anyone who heard him talk for five days can
easily understand why he has been so popular as a lecturer. He is a born
entertainer. His gift of imagination is great. The same man who saw the
happy people in Bay Roberts using a subway to get across the road to
their work in the new plant he was going to build there, would have no
trouble visualizing the beautiful modern mechanized fish plants
operated by healthy, well-dressed people, living in new houses with all
modern conveniences on the north east coast.
His speech reminded one of the story about the man who was look-
ing at a painting of a sunset by the famous English painter Turner. He
remarked to a friend: "I have never seen a sunset like that!" His friend
answered: "But wouldn't you like to?"
The Premier believed in the impossible dream. It was not hard for
him to believe that a silk purse could be made out of a sow's ear. He did
not seem to think that the long winter on the north east coast would
have any serious effect on the working of the modern model towns
which, he said, would be built along that coast. I believe that most peo-
ple, if they had that decision to make, would opt for ports farther south
on the east or south coast; if three hundred villages were to be emptied
of their inhabitants, could the new towns not be established further
south where the fishermen would have access to fishing grounds for the
whole twelve months of the year?
This marathon speech of Mr. Smallwood was not productive of
anything concrete. He rejected and ridiculed any suggestions or com-
ments that the Opposition had to offer, yet there were many points in
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the Bill that were, to say the least, debatable. Fascinated by the sound
of his own voice, the Premier had the unfortunate habit of confusing
his fantasies with reality. He would brook no contradiction, nor did he
appreciate having the mockery he so freely dispensed applied to him.
I remember one occasion when I rose to speak and believed I would
be interrupted. I was discussing a Bill dealing with the election of
members to the House of Assembly. I said:
"It seems to me that this Bill, or any Bill of this kind, should have been
introduced in the first session after 1949, and here we are at the end of
May 1954, and this Government of the Premier has been in office since
April 1949. ...
Mr. Smallwood:
"Mr. Speaker, to a point of order: The honourable gentleman has com-
mi((ed, I suggest, an atrocious breach of good manners in referring to
this Government as the 'Premier's Government'. This is the Queen's
Government. This is the Premier's Administration of the Queen's
Government, but this is not the Premier's Government. It is the Queen's
Government. "8
Mr. Browne:
"Mr. Speaker, I must thank the honourable, and how should I say,
learned gentleman, since he has received another doctorate lately. I must
thank the honourable and learned Premier for correcting me on a very
important point that I was dealing with. I am glad to know this is Her
Majesty's Government. I am sure she should be proud of it if she could
be here and see the things that go on. "
Mr. Smallwood:
"Mr. Speaker, the honourable and learned gentleman is now compoun-
ding a most atrocious offense against Her Majesty the Queen in an ex-
pression of Her Majesty's opinion of Her Majesty's Government - a
highly offensive, particularly offensive comment to people of any
patriotic sentiment, people who hold great reverence for the person of
the Queen."
Mr. Browne:
"Mr. Speaker, I am very sorry to have mentioned the name of Her Ma-
jesty at the same time as I mentioned the name of the Government. "
Mr. Smallwood:
"I ask the honourable gentleman to take that back. If he is to speak I ask
that he observe the rules of this House thoroughly or not utter one word
- let him take it back before he proceeds. "
8Mr. Smallwood was not quite correct in his attitude. The Hansard at Ottawa habitually refers to
the administration thus: MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE RIGHT HON. LOUIS
STEPHEN ST. LAURENT.
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Mr. Speaker:
"Order."
Mr. Browne:
"I have nothing to apologize for. "
Mr. Smallwood:
"Mr. Speaker, I demand -"
Mr. Speaker:
"If both honourable gentlemen continue the argument the Chair is in a
difficult position and cannot rule on any remark. The honourable
member ought not to have made that remark. That is, the remark of the
honourable gentleman in which he said: he was sorry for mentioning Her
Majesty's name in connection with the Government of this province."
Mr. Smallwood:
"For that, Mr. Speaker-"
Mr. Browne:
"Mr. Speaker, I don't choose to give any apology. I refuse to give any
apology. "
Mr. Smallwood:
"I move in that case that the honourable member be expelled from the
House until he does offer an apology. "
Mr. Speaker:
"I cannot accept that motion. The honourable member ought not to
have made the reference he did make to Her Majesty in a debate, and he
ought not to have made the remark he did about Her Majesty and Her
Majesty's Government in this province. I must uphold that point."
Mr. Browne:
"Mr. Speaker -"
Mr. Smallwood:
"Apologize! "
Mr. Browne:
"I refuse to apologize. "
Mr. Speaker:
"Order. I am only concerned with the reference to Her Majesty.
Anything else that has been said is of no importance - I must insist on
that. "
Mr. Browne:
"Mr. Speaker, if by mentioning the Name ofHer Majesty this afternoon
I was out of order I regret that. "
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Mr. Smallwood:
"Apologize - never mind regretting it -"
Mr. Hollett:
"Shut up."
Mr. Speaker:
"Order. "
Mr. Smallwood:
"Apologize!"
Mr. Browne:
"I will have to say something to the Premier that he might want me to
apologize for - but I regret, if it was out oforder, having mentioned the
name of Her Majesty."
Mr. Smallwood:
"That is not satisfactory. Mr. Speaker, the honourable gentleman made
an offensive reference by linking the name of Her Majesty to this
Government in a way offensive to both. "
Mr. Speaker:
"If the honourable the Premier will allow! The Chair has ears and can
hear without prejudice - please do not confuse the issue any more. Let
us begin again: I said, and I say to the honourable member - forgetting
anything else - any reference made to Her Majesty in debate is sadly out
of order. That is point number one. Next, the honourable member men-
tioned Her Majesty's name in derogatory connection with the Govern-
ment of this province to influence debate. That is out of order. The
remarks ought not to have been made, and must be withdrawn. There is
nothing personal in that. "
Mr. Browne:
"All right, Mr. Speaker, I bow to your ruling. "
Mr. Smallwood:
"Mr. Speaker, to a point of order: He bows to your ruling, but - does
the honourable gentleman withdraw his remarks, and retract?"
Mr. Speaker:
"I assume the remarks are withdrawn. "
Mr. Browne:
"Mr. Speaker, has given his ruling and I must accept his ruling in this
matter."
Mr. Smallwood:
"Mr. Speaker, to a point of order: I am sorry! I am sorry! Suppose the
House closes - suppose Your Honour has to leave the Chair. I am sorry,
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but I am not satisfied. The honourable gentleman has calmly announced
that he must accept Your Honour's ruling. That does not satisfy me - of
course he must bow to Your Honour's ruling. But what I ask is that he
retract that statement. "
Mr. Browne:
"Mr. Speaker, I took it that Your Honour's ruling was that I should not
have mentioned the name ofHer Majesty in connection with the Govern-
ment of this Province - whatever the form necessary to satisfy Your
Honour's ruling I fulfill it. "
Mr. Speaker:
"The honourable member is again offending - I have no wordsfor that
- it is tantamount to saying that the Chair echoes the sentiments ex-
pressed by the honourable member. I did not say that, I can have Han-
sard to bear out my ruling. I said: 'the remarks which the honourable
member made in connection with Her Majesty and the Government of
this Province, the remarks which he made, ought not to have been made
and must be withdrawn. ' That is whal I said. "
Mr. Browne:
"Well, Mr. Speaker, I withdraw the remarks. I trust that is satisfactory
to everybody. Now, Mr. Speaker, I said that this Bill. .. "
It may easily be seen that the Honourable the Speaker, R.F.
Sparkes, did not have an easy time keeping the peace between the two
sides of the House, especially between the Premier and myself.
This was a busy session in which twenty new Acts were passed and
33 Acts amended. One of the most important was the Act to create a
Power Commission.
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Chapter Eight
Red Cross Association - Family News - Chamcook -
Christmas Messages - Harold Horwood - Responsible
Government Centenary - Dominion-Provincial Conference
- Conveyor Belts - Hansard - Rubber Plant - "This
dastardly clown" - Session Rushed - Mink - Agriculture
- Dr. POI/Ie Resigns.
W hen the House of Assembly closed June 22nd, 1954, I was able
to go back to my office for a little while and pick up the threads of my
business. There was plenty of work to keep me busy. As my district of
St. John's West was near at hand, people didn't need to write me, as
they could easily come and see me in my office. I did have some cor-
respondence from my former constituency in the rural part of my riding
of St. John's West, and some supporters from other parts of the coun-
try wrote me to compliment me on my radio talks.
My wife had been a fairly regular visitor to the House of Assembly.
Her chief occupation in the spring of the year was with the Canadian
Red Cross Association. This involved a good deal of organization, but
she liked doing it. In Ottawa, during the previous four years, she had
been chairman of the women's section of the Joint Campaign for
Charitable Fundraising. Here she was given the responsibility for the
door to door collection, and she went about it in scientific fashion, get-
ting a city map and dividing it up into a hundred or more sections, then
appointing a lady to be in charge of each section. Kim Lee, the most
prominent Chinaman in St. John's, generously volunteered to collect
from people of Chinese origin for her. As a result of her organization,
the Red Cross Association increased its door to door collection each
year that she was in charge of it. Mae was very good at that sort of
thing, and provided a great service to the community. Derek
MacGillivray, who lived two doors away from us, was president of the
Association at that time. He had a sister living in Ollawa whom Mae
knew, and they became great friends. Mae was also interested in helping
out the P.c. Ladies' Association, and arranged for some membership
teas to be held in our home. In the periods when I was busy in the
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House, she would also take over most of the correspondence with the
children.
Most of the family were now away - Marjorie in Nova Scotia, Bil-
ly in Ontario and Peter in France - but Madeleine was still living in St.
John's. She and her husband John now had three lovely children -
Michelle, Christopher and Sean. They were building a beautiful house
in the Waterford Valley. Edward was working as a surveyor's assistant
with the Engineering Department of the City Council. One of his jobs
was helping layout the baseball park in the field behind our house. This
must have been a labour of love for him. Although he worked in other
places, including the Argentia Naval Base, when he was in the city he
was very active in sports. He used to play baseball with the St. Bon's
team after supper every evening, and then at 6 in the morning he would
be down at Quidi Vidi to row with the St. Bon's crew in preparation for
the annual Regatta. They also rowed every other evening.
Shortly after the Session closed, Mae and 1 went up to Ottawa on a
visit. We travelled by way of New Brunswick, and visited Chamcook
near St. Andrews, where we met Oswald, the brother of Alfred
Valdmanis, and Oswald's wife who told us about the arrival of the
police and the arrest of the Doctor from their home. Chamcook is a
very depressing place. 1 didn't see anyone else there except those two
people. There were a few tall wooden buildings which were probably in
use forty years or more before, when a refrigeration plant must have
been in operation. There were obviously recent repairs made to the out-
side of the plant. The fact that Dr. Valdmanis had decided to establish a
fish business here, if he did so decide, was enough evidence to assure me
that his wisdom was not as great as it was represented by Premier
Smallwood. We did see a mink ranch which was being operated by
Oswald. If it were not for that, the place would have been a ghost town
with a number of four or five-storey decayed wooden buildings droop-
ing over the deserted street. The Valdmanis couple seemed bewildered
by the tragic events which had just taken place, and I imagine, did not
stay very long in that isolated spot.
In his 1954 Christmas message published in the newspapers, the
Premier said:
"The greatest gift that our fisheries could get would be a great program
offishery development. "
His Christmas greeting was accompanied by a photograph showing him
with a cigarette in his hand. He looked very sad. By contrast, in the
same issue of the DAILY NEWS in which this message appeared, was a
much more encouraging message from the handsome John C. Doyle,
the optimistic President and Chairman of Canadian Javelin Limited.
"We have more ore, more proven ore, "he was quoted as saying, "in our
deposit in Labrador than anyone else in the world. Plans are under way
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to begin shipment from open pit by July of 1956. Experts have agreed
that the company possesses the biggest ore pit in the world. It is three and
one half miles long by 4,000 feet wide and goes down to a depth of 131
feet in solid ore. "
"Development will employ 4,000 persons - as many Newfoundlanders
as there are capable of taking jobs will be employed," Mr. Doyle said.
A railway branch line would be built and a washing plant would be
established. He also planned to have a townsite where every man could
own his own home. There was a guaranteed quantity of ore to be ship-
ped, averaging eight million tons a year for the next twenty years.
This rising star in the Newfoundland sky was a graduate of the
University of Chicago, a war veteran who had gained his experience in
the coal business and had formed Canadian Javelin Foundries Limited
in 1951. Before obtaining his important concession in Labrador from
NALCO, the company had operated a foundry in the province of
Quebec making stoves, steel bolts, screws, pots and pans, et cetera. He
had experience in selling coal. It is certain that J.c. Doyle's smiling
photograph and the article outlining his great mining program was a
more welcome message for Newfoundlanders than that of the Premier
and his hopes for the success of the development of the fisheries.
Harold Horwood, who had been one of his members elected in the
1949 election, put out a signed daily double column feature in the
EVENING TELEGRAM. In 1955 he did as he had done the year
before: called the last week in February "Industries Week," and said it
was a present to the Government. It was "devoted to the assessment
and reconsideration of industries - especially new industries." The
fact that economic development - except that which had to do with
mink and sheep - was now suddenly taboo, was impressed upon him
by the silence of members of the Government on the subject. He
devoted five days to an account of the industries. In report number one
he wrote:
"If these plants were investigated, someone would go to jail like Dr.
Valdmanis. "
This quote was from the lips of a German national in a high position in
one of the new industries. The German added:
"If I wouldn't say it nobody would say it. Maybe ['II lose my job. But it
has to be said.
"The Government had no engineer to inspect the machinery on its ar-
rival, and no accountant to examine and check the value of the
machinery and other equipment used in the construction of the plants. "
Horwood urged the Government to re-examine the plants, weed out the
failures and build up the ones giving the best promise of success. Up to
February 28th, 1955, the Government had spent more than twenty
million dollars on these industries. The Government, in its own interest,
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should have a thorough investigation of the origin and operations of the
new industries. Later the DAILY NEWS echoed these sentiments and
pointed out that it had, during the construction of the plants, recom-
mended the appointment of a first-class engineer to supervise their con-
struction.
The DAILY NEWS had never been critical of the industries, and
the principle of the value of the new industries was never criticized. The
methods employed, however, were criticized:
"It is a matter ofpublic concern that everything necessary for their suc-
cess should be provided. The unforgiveable sin would be to know there
are difficulties and to fail to take the appropriate steps to overcome
them."
If the Speech from the Throne of 1954 had no mention of the new
industries and forecast only three Bills, although we actually passed
seventy-nine, there is no mention of legislation at all in the one that
opened the Session on March 23rd, 1955. That speech consisted of a
series of short notes about some interesting subjects, for example the
centenary of the establishment of Responsible Government which was
to be celebrated that year, and the fact that Jamaica would have been
300 years under the British Crown. We were told that the Royal Com-
mission to prepare the Newfoundland case for the Federal Royal Com-
mission, to be set up in 1957, had been working hard.
Corner Brook was to take in several neighbouring communities
and become a city. Money would be required for the plan to build more
new houses. The Government was still undecided as to whether to grant
land to the federal government for the purpose of having a National
Park near Clode Sound. Work on the Trans-Canada Highway was pro-
gressing but attention must also be given to the secondary roads. The
Fisheries Development Authority was beginning to take shape. Greater
attention to the development of our soil, and forests, would be assisted
by the reports of the Royal Commissions - one on agriculture and one
on forestry. The mineral resources were being exploited rapidly. A third
paper mill was urgently needed. It was noticeable that no mention was
made of any specific legislation. This must have been the strangest
Speech from the Throne that was ever given in any part of Canada. It
told us little that was new. The industrial development which, a couple
of years earlier, was going to revolutionize the economy of New-
foundland, was not even mentioned.
After the mover and seconder of the motion for the appointment
of a committee to draft an Address in Reply, the Leader of the Opposi-
tion made some remarks in a light-hearted vein. The Premier spoke with
great seriousness and at the end of his remarks, h~ said:
'The Prime Minister of Canada has invited the Premiers of all the ten
Provinces to confer with him and the Government ofCanada on the 26th
ofApril, on matters of the greatest concern to all Canada. I've accepted
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the Prime Minister's invitation to attend that Conference. I propose to
be accompanied at that Conference by a number of my colleagues in the
cabinet. For that reason, Mr. Speaker, it is our ambition as a Govern-
ment to conclude the work of this Session of the House in time to enable
us to prorogue the House... about, say, the 24th of April, with our
business done for this year so far as the legislature is concerned, so that
the Ministers of the Crown may go to Ottawa with free minds to tackle
the ponderous matters there. For that reason we will meet more frequent-
Iy than has been customary. We'll meet tomorrow and again on Friday. "
This was the dictator himself speaking, telling the House and every
member in it what he wanted done. He set the time-table in advance.
When he sat down various members arose and gave us notice im-
mediately of twenty-four Bills to be introduced the next day, and the
Minister of Finance gave notice that he would then move the House into
a committee of the whole to consider certain resolutions for the grant of
Supply to Her Majesty. Mr. Hollett and I asked a number of questions.
The Session looked like it was going to be a stormy one, as the premier
was raising all kinds of objections. The Attorney General refused to lay
on the table of the House the report of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police, who had been given information by me to investigate the
charges which I had made of kickbacks in the purchase of conveyor
belts for the Newfoundland Hardwoods Limited. The Premier said that
he had seen it, and it had cleared the people against whom the charge
was made. He thought that I should apologize. I felt I was entitled to
see a copy of the report as I had instigated the charges. So heated did
the arguments get on other matters that the Speaker had to say:
"May I say, gentlemen, let us on both sides of the House make a deter-
mined effort to have this Session one that we can be proud of, one that
five years hence we can read our wrillen words with some pride. I listen-
ed with many emotions to the interchange and find it difficult to keep
within Parliamentary words to express my opinion of it - you see how a
thing can degenerate?"
I brought up again the matter of the publication of Hansard. We
were now into 1955, and the only two volumes that had appeared so far
were those for 1949 and 1950. I can understand why the Premier didn't
want the volumes for the two Sessions of 1951 to be published, because
it was in that year that he had lavished so much praise, in the House, on
Dr. Valdmanis. Mr. Hollett supported my request, but the Premier
said:
"I've nothing to say except two things: one, The Hansard will be
published and circulated in due course; and two, Newfoundland [is) the
only Province in Canada that prints its Hansard. "
For several days much of the time of the House was taken up with
debating points of order. The Premier was in such a hurry that he ob-
jected to any postponement or adjournment as long as he could. 1 made
a suggestion dealing with an amendment to the Wills Act, that it be
referred to a committee of the legal members of the House. After some
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debate this was accepted, and the Bill was read a second time and then
referred to a committee, consisting of the legal members of the House
with the Solicitor General as chairman. This practice was followed in
several other Bills of a legal character, but as it didn't prove to be very
useful, it was abandoned.
On March 28th, I opened the debate on the Address in Reply. The
final days were taken up principally with the introduction and con-
sideration of a lot of Bills which the Premier wanted to get passed
quickly. We started at a swift pace, which never slackened for the seven-
teen days we sat. I couldn't understand why the House couldn't have
been conducted in a more leisurely fashion to enable the legislation to
be more carefully considered. I naturally wished to know why the
House couldn't adjourn until the Dominion-Provincial Conference was
over, and resume its business afterwards. The Premier gave no reason
why he didn't do this. I felt sure that he must have some other motive in
mind which he didn't tell us.
The reference to Jamaica in the Speech from the Throne was due to
the fact that the Premier had been spending his vacation down there
every year for four years. This year he had been down in January and
had met the Prime Minister, and learned of what the Government of
that island was doing. He was so impressed with the possibilities of
trade with the island that he came back and gathered up the top officials
of half a dozen fish companies, and brought them down to Jamaica to
meet the importers regarding the prospect of selling salt cod fish to
them. I never heard of any big sales as a result of that characteristic, im-
pulsive, and unorthodox act of the Premier.
I devoted the principal part of my speech to an examination of the
new industries. I quoted from 'Wayfarer' (Mr. A. Perlin), who was a
friend of the Premier, writing in the DAILY NEWS on October 1!th,
1952. He had said:
"On the other hand these past three years have seen an unusual and
strenuous drive to build up a diversified economy on this Island at a cost
of almost one-half the pre-Confederation surplus, and a considered
survey seems to be required.
It is difficult to dissociate a review of this kind from the personality of
Premier Smallwood. This is his program. It is his policy. If success
should attend the development drive it will be his monument. But he hap-
pens to be a person who excites strong feelings among friends and op-
ponents. ... praising you if you are a staunch supporter. Criticize him
and you become his deadly foe. "
Mr. Perlin had criticized the birch mill built under contract with
Chester Dawe, an experienced mill man, who was given a completely
free hand with no supervision over his activities. He selected the site,
built the mill, purchased the machinery and equipment for it. His own
lumber business was adjoining the proposed birch factory. It was not
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remarkable that he bought from his own plant over $300,000 worth of
materials. Nobody checked the goods supplied as to quality, quantity or
price, and nobody was able to certify the bills for materials when these
arrived. In the end, the Auditor General brought them all to the
Premier to be signed. He signed the lot, although he had no idea of the
accuracy of the accounts submitted. The price of this mill was over four
million dollars, which was much above the estimated cost.
The cement and gypsum mills and the machinery plant were the
work of Dr. Valdmanis, who compiled a book of specifications and ex-
penditures on each. Although the Premier boasted of the low prices the
cement mill cost the Government, by the time it was ready to produce
the cost had risen very substantially. The birch, cement and gypsum
plants were all built with Government funds.
Fifteen other smaller industries were also started. I wanted to
discuss one industry in particular, so I continued:
"Now, Mr. Speaker, 1 am going to refer to another government in-
dustry. This time 1am going to refer to the Superior Rubber Company of
Holyrood: The agreement was made on the 3rd ofMarch, 1953. Now we
can assume, 1 suppose, that the others were made in the first flush, but
the Premier now was experienced, and this ought to be the best ofall. He
had experience now, four years of experience in the government.
This is the best company of which Mr. Max Braun Wogau is director.
This ought to be good, with the kidnapper director - he ought to know
about rubber companies.
Here is the agreement: 'The Province of Newfoundland hereby
guarantees the payment of interest on the due dates, at the rate not ex-
ceedingfive and one-halfpercent on the loan or loans not exceeding in all
the sum ofone million dollars raised by the Company in accordance with
the said agreement and repayment on the due dates of the loan or loans
so raised. ' Then we got the agreement. '.... The government will lend or
cause to be loaned to the company under government guarantee. . '
That is, that the company would go to a commercial bank and raise the
money and, Mr. Max Braun Wogau goes into a bank and says, 'Mr.
Chairman, 1 want a million dollars on Superior Rubber Company, afine
business we got started and the government is going to guarantee it. 1am
the man who kidnapped Sennewald in /951.'
Did he go into the bank? 1don't know. Ifhe went in, that is not how they
got the money. There is one gentleman in this country, the Auditor
General, who tells us what happened. The government found all the
money, there never was any guarantee, and if there was it was never met.
The money was supplied, and when the obligations were met the govern-
ment had to pay over one million dollars in connection with that in-
dustry. They were supposed to bring out machinery and plant equipment
from Germany.
Now Sir, last year in this House 1 was informed when 1 stated rather
timidly that 1 heard there was a machine in there in the Rubber Company
which was second hand. 'Oh yes, , stated the Premier, 'most of it is se-
cond hand machinery, but good. ' He described one in there that kneaded
rubber like dough. 1 remember saying 'the government seemed to need a
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lot of dough. They would need a lot for these industries. ' But I have
heard a good many comments since on this particular industry; I was told
several things about this industry, but I was hesitant about mentioning
them. I did see the beautiful houses they built for the staff in there, lovely
houses. It is worth the while of the honourable members when in
Holyrood to go up towards the Willess Bay Line to see the magnificent
houses the senior members of the slaff occupy. I heard thal they were
paying low wages, that the product was inferior, that a salesman had
gone into the plant and said: 'Look here, that stuff is not fit to be put on
exhibition. They are unsaleable. ' NOl long ago an outport merchant said
to me: 'I bought a dozen pairs of long rubbers. I sold five pairs and have
not sold a pair since. The people who bought them went around the
village and told everyone they were no good. I have sold fourteen dozen
pairs of another kind of rubbers since. '
Now, Mr. Speaker, I have in my hand here a copy ofan affidavit by one
of the senior members of this Rubber Company, which I would like to
read.
'My name is Frank Pronold. I am of German birth and have lived in
Canada since Easter 1929. 1 have been a Canadian citizen since 1933. I
am married, and have two grown daughters.
'I worked at British Rubber in Montreal for eight years and at Dominion
Rubber for one year. I worked as a designer and pattern maker.
'I joined Superior Rubber Limited on May 25th, 1954, as designer and
pattern maker and personnel lrainer.
'The plant should be closed down al oncefor a period offour weeks for a
complete re-organization from the lOP down.
'It is losing money steadily. Capilal from the government is being
pumped into it at the rate of$25,000 a month. Only $3,500 is being paid
out to Newfoundland Employees.
'The Plant is badly constructed and has had to have several structural
alterations.
'Footwear produced at the plant is almost invariably defective. Income
from the sales average about $1200 a month. At least 60 percent of all
sales have to be refunded.
'A shipment of approximately 20,000 pairs of rubber boots produced at
a cost of$15 a pair was dumped lO a jobber in Montreal for $1.25 a pair.
'The first $5000 proceeds from this sale was sent to Germany to pay Mr.
Grube for machinery which he shipped to the factory in Holyrood.
'At least one machine lhere is "Marshall Plan" goods. It is a new Singer
Sewing machine, single needle type. It bears a triangular plaque about
one a half inches to the side with a replica of the Stars and Stripes. It
bears the following words in German:
"For the rehabilitalion ofEurope sent by the United States ofAmerica. "
'The serial number of this machine is 11 W155 W1202381.
'Some of the machines in the factory are new. But some of them are very
old, dating at least from the First World War. They had the rust chipped
off, and were painted over to make them look new. So far as I am aware
none of the Europeans connected with the plant have any of their own
money invested in it. All of the investments came from the New-
foundland Government.
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'Salaries of management are ridiculously high for a plant of its size. Max
Braun Wogau, the manager, gets $600 a month and his wife $400 plus ex-
penses. The split between husband and wife is arranged for income tax
purposes. He is also supplied free with a house and a car.
'Baron deHahn, the plant manager gets $700 a month. Before coming
here he worked for British Rubber in Montreal for $45 a week. A Ger-
man salesman who speaks a little English has been brought here recently
at a guaranteed $100 a week for a year. Thirteen other Germans are on
their way here now.
'A new machine valued at $40,000 has just been installed after six mon-
ths' effort. It doesn't work. Test runs on it were a failure. No sales are
now being made, and the markets have been lost because of bad produc-
tion. "Superior" is the name which no purchaser will buy any more.
'The $40,000 machine which was newly installed was paid for twice. Its
installation costs were inflated by Grube and Max Braun Wogau, who
first ordered the Office Manager to falsify the installation report, and
when he refused to do so, took the matter out of his hands and turned in
a false report to the government inflating the cost of installation for just
one part of the machine (the foundation) from a true value of $2,500 to
$9,000. The government refused to make payment for this.
"CANADA"
NEWFOUNDLAND
ST. JOHN'S
TO WIT
I, Frank Pronold, make oath and say that the contents of this statement
are just, correct and true, to the best of my knowledge, information and
belief
(Sgd) Frank Pronold
SWORN before me at St. John's aforesaid this 24th day of February,
A.D. 1955:
(Sgd) Rupert Bartlett
(Mr. Bartlett is now District Court Judge at Brigus, Conception Bay.)
The Premier's comment on the boots dumped on the Montreal
market was: "Were we not smart to do that?" His comment on the
whole affidavit was: "It is not worth the paper it is written on."
When I asked how did it not deserve investigation, his reply was to
this effect: the matter had been already investigated very carefully. We
thought that these specific charges of incompetence and dishonesty
would stir the Premier to action. He decided to brazen it out. He was
not going to have a public enquiry.
Accordingly, I moved, seconded by the honourable and learned
member for St. John's East, that the following words be added to the
Address in Reply:
"We respectfully suggest to Your Honour that, in view of the conviction
of the former Director General of Economic Development, Dr. Alfred
Valdmanis, on a charge of fraudulently obtaining from the New-
foundland Government a large sum ofmoney, during the construction of
the Cement plant, and in view of the grave allegations of further and
more far reaching fraudulent and dishonest misconduct on the part of
the promoters of several of the new industries, and in view of the great
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financial loss Newfoundland has sustained up to date and is likely to con-
tinue to sustain by incompetent management and otherwise, it is ab-
solutely imperative if the credit of Newfoundland is to be preserved that
a Royal Commission, presided over by a judge of the Supreme Court of
Newfoundland, should be immediately set up to make a thorough in-
vestigation into the methods used to establish the new industries, in-
cluding the negotiation of contracts for the purchase of building sites,
the purchase, importation, supply and evaluation ofmachinery, building
materials, raw materials and equipment needed for the erection and
subsequent operation of the plants and factories of the said industries
and into the operation of the said factories and plants and generally an
examination into the present financial structure of the said industries. "
Many of the Liberal speakers who claimed to be disappointed by
my first speech in 1954 had stated that they had expected me to be more
constructive. Whilst it might be possible in a normal situation to bring
in some good ideas, everyone in the House knew that the Premier had
admitted that he was gambling on the success of his industrial policy,
and that therefore the first thing that we had to do was to try to bring
common sense into play in connection with that policy.
In 1955, the general feeling in St. John's was that the policy was a
failure. Only the cement plant seemed to have been a sound proposi-
tion, but even there, in the haste to build it, no thought had been given
to its cost of operation and the need of working capital. In his strange
news conference on the radio with Don Jamieson and Geoffrey Stirling,
two experienced businessmen, in 1951, the Premier's simplistic answers
to their fundamental questions gave most thinking people the picture of
a Premier who was out of his depth.
His idea had been to sell the plants when they were built and have a
rotating fund to build more plants. He took it for granted that he and
the Government could make a profit on the sale of the plants. Instead,
he found it very difficult to sell the plants and he never made any profit
on any of them, not one dollar! What the Premier succeeded in doing
was to prove that socialism wouldn't work. We were never given a full
and frank account of what happened to the plants. The Premier refused
to give such a statement.
It should be pointed out that we, particularly the Leader of the Op-
position, had been receiving reports of various illegal incidents and
practices concerning the new industries that didn't get aired. It was hard
for us to cite them in public without giving away the source of our infor-
mation. If a worker in any of the plants had been seen talking to any
member of the Opposition, he would be a marked man. In fact, some of
the civil servants shunned us, being afraid to be seen in our company.
Such was the atmosphere of that period.
The Premier, in his haste to get through the session to meet his
deadline of April 22nd to prorogue the House, stood on guard over the
ministers as they piloted their Bills and estimates through committee.
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Mr. Hollett, Leader of the Opposition, supported my speech on the
amendment of the Address in Reply and quoted some startling
statements from an article by Harold Horwood in the EVENING
TELEGRAM. He had written:
"Some of the machinery in some of the new industries was soldfor scrap
in Germany before being shipped to Newfoundland.
"A company was set up in Germany to buy second hand machinery and
resell it to the plants here. "
In April 1955 the St. John's EVENING TELEGRAM, in a reason-
ed editorial, had suggested that the Premier should take the House of
Assembly and the public into his confidence and tell the full story of the
industries. The members of the Opposition continued to criticize the
Government's industrial policy. Criticism grew as we heard more stories
of wrongdoing.
In my opinion, analyzing or investigation would be the last thing
the Premier would want to see. On one occasion he spoke in the most
abusive terms of Harold Horwood, who had been one of his members
elected in 1949 and, before that, one of his aides in the fight for-Con~
federation. Harold Horwood became his outstanding critic, and earned
for himself as he sat in the press box at the end of the old House of
Assembly, a scathing denunciation unlike anything any of us had ever
heard.
"this dastardly clown, this loathsome literary scavenger, this filthy rat,
that cut-throat... "
It didn't stop Horwood, however. Unlike most writers, he signed all his
articles. He received some of the most violent outbursts of the Premier.
The Opposition members were also castigated but were not deterred by
that. This behaviour by the Premier, however, seemed completely out
of place in the House of Assembly. Dora Russell, the wife of Ted
Russell, wrote a long letter to the EVENING TELEGRAM, repriman-
ding the Premier for his undignified and unjustified attack on Harold
Horwood.
Somewhat later the Speaker ruled that Mr. Hollett shouldn't go in-
to the Valdmanis case. However, the Premier, who frequently found a
way to evade the ruling of the Speaker, said:
"Yes, let him go into it, let him talk about the other industries, all except
the MIAG case which hasn't yet come before Court."
When the Premier took the floor it was after eight o'clock. He spoke
for nearly four hours, and he spent over three-quarters of the time talk-
ing about Dr. Valdmanis and his association with him. He gave the
whole story of his meeting with Dr. Valdmanis in Ottawa, when
Valdmanis gave him the story of his life. It took several hours to tell. It
was a great speech by the Premier, and it is to be found starting at page
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189 in the Hansard for 1955. It should be read by anybody interested in
the history of politics in Newfoundland. It is a remarkable story. The
Minister of Education, Mr. Chalker, was present at the time in Ottawa
when Valdmanis came to the Premier's room in the Chateau Laurier.
The three had lunch together. The Premier said:
"He was a man of enormous energy, enormous, mountainous energy,
and he was a man of towering ability. He speaks English with a finer
vocabulary than most of us.... He speaks German fluently. He speaks
Russian and, of course, Latvian."
He was given a job with the Government. The Premier became extreme-
ly attached to him. In the course of his speech he said:
"We made a team. I have six brothers and I have seven sisters. [ never
loved orie of them as [loved that man. And we went on for several years
as a team. I admired him intensely. He had great gifts, great talents. He
was a magnificent pianist, a magnificent athlete, a magnificent linguist,
well read, a man who could hold his own, as I saw him do on dozens of
occasions in the great circle of bankers in New York, Montreal, London
and all across the face of Europe, as [ saw him do so many times and as
my honourable colleague the A 110rney General saw him do, and as the
honourable Minister of Education saw him do, and as others saw him
do, repeatedly, again and again - a man ofmountainous ability - [ was
very fond of him, had great affection for him. "
The Premier had implicit confidence in his new friend, and trusted him
and gave him responsibili'ty to set his industrial policy on its feet. This
was probably one of the greatest speeches that the Premier made. It was
clear, succinct, with very little repetition, yet a tragic story, the story of
a great betrayal. In the course of his remarks the Premier said:
"I never gloated over Valdmanis' downfall. [ am to be blamed for
trusting him, I am to be blamed for that. I trusted him too much. [ was
too fond of him."
The Premier, after he had finished with Dr. Valdmanis' case, then dealt
with the Question of the cost of the industries, claiming these had paid
out almost as much money as the Government had put in to them -
paid out to the employees in wages, he meant. Of these employees, only
thirty or forty didn't belong to Newfoundland.
"And they'll payout this year," he said, "a total of $7 1/2 million in
wages and salaries, and the purchase of things here in Newfoundland. "
He put the total expenditures on the industries between 23 and 24
million dollars. He gave us a history of some of the industries and told
of their problems. He admitted a small amount of the machinery could
have been rusty, could even have been old, fifty years old or even older,
but the bulk of it was new. He rhapsodized over the shoe plant in Har-
bour Grace. It was a thing of joy to him.
"It was so new, so modern, so be(Iutiful and machinery can be beautiful.
It would do your heart good to go into the plant. "
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He encouraged us to go over and see for ourselves the beautiful
products. He admitted, however, that the Government had put up
three-quarters of the total investment. He went on to describe the
various industries one by one, producing all the best and most superb
articles. The Premier spoke most convincingly of all the different pro-
ducts of several of the plants, and how much money would be paid out
in wages. He went on to describe how they operated. Towards the end
of his speech, the Premier became political and attacked the Progressive
Conservative party. He always called it the Tory party. In the course of
his remarks, he said that he understood that I had tried to get in on the
act and wanted to defend Valdmanis. I've already referred to the fact
that my cousin Arch Sullivan used to visit Valdmanis when he was in the
Cochrane Hotel, and had mentioned me to him. I knew comparatively
little about the Valdmanis case at the time, and never saw or spoke to
Dr. Valdmanis in my life. The Premier said:
"In all this talk of broken-down machinery, of broken-down mills, of
broken-down industries, it is as empty, as without foundation as possible
because these same industries are paying this very year $7 1/2 million
dollars out to our Newfoundland people. That doesn't sound like
broken-down industries. "
I then asked "What is the Superior Rubber Company paying?" And he
went on to justify the conditions in the rubber company and to make lit-
tle of the man who made the affidavit about the actual wrongdoing
which he alleged to be going on there. The Premier stated that they had
been giving careful thought and consideration to the rubber plant in
Holyrood for some time as it wasn't operating as successfully as we
would like it to operate. In fact, it was "considerably short of what we
would like to have, considerably short."
"But we are not ignorant of that . ... we have taken all the necessary
steps, all necessary steps and all the good steps too, we hope - we won't
guarantee but we hope to have some news to ,announce - we hope so,
and that it will be good news for Newfoundland - we hope so - we are
trying to do it. "
In this part of his speech Mr. Hollett and 1 interrupted several
times to correct statements, or ask questions on matters being discussed
by the Premier.
A few days later the House took up the Address in Reply again,
and Mr. Higgins, one of the members for St. John's East,supported
the amendment which I had made. He said:
"For several years past the members of the Opposition have been asking
questions about the industries, the press has been raising the quesiion of
the industries, and all we got, all that anybody got, particularly the peo-
ple on this side of the House who raised these questions, was a positive
and precise and persistent refusal on the part of the Government to
discuss the industries."
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Mr. Higgins had a reputation for being one of the best criminal lawyers
in Newfoundland. He made a cool and very reasoned argument to show
that the allegations which had been made against two of the companies,
Superior Rubber Company and Koch Shoes Company, had not been
answered by the Premier. The argument was so effective that the
Premier himself was compelled to say:
"If the honourable gentleman only had a case to make, what a speech he
would make!"
Jim Higgins drew attention to the fact that 20,000 pairs of rubber boots
had been produced at a cost of fifteen dollars a pair and had been
dumped in Montreal at one dollar and twenty-five cents a pair, which
constituted a loss of $275,000 and showed that the Premier, instead of
refuting the charges one by one, had ridiculed the people who gave the
information, even though one man had sworn to the facts that he
related. The Premier called that man half mad and the other man was a
"boozer." Mr. Higgins stated that he had not answered the allegations
which had been made about the two companies.
Mr. Higgins also questioned the qualifications of several of the
persons employed in the new industries, Mr. Koch for example, and
especially Mr. BraunWogau, a "rubber expert."
Mr. Fogwill, an electrician who was familiar with conditions in the
factories, also spoke in favour of the amendment. He tried to find out
who were the officials in the federal government who had recommended
Dr. Valdmanis as being the most suitable person to bring about the in-
dustrial program in Newfoundland. Of course this question remained
unanswered. The amendment was put and lost. No one from the
Government side supported it.
The first session of 1955 was held under great pressure, as the
Premier had announced on opening day, and had daily reminded us
ever since that he had to have the business of the House finished by the
22nd of April, so that he and colleagues could attend the Dominion-
Provincial conference scheduled for the following week.
The pressure meant that everything was being done hastily. There
wasn't time to discuss, there was hardly time to read some of the mat-
ters that came before us. The Premier himself wasn't prevented from
giving us elaborate talks. We had talks on forestry, on agriculture and
especially on mink. He had received an advance copy of the considera-
tions of the Commission on mink. He told us about great possibilities of
raising mink at Dildo and how he had brought ranchers there. I asked
him how he contacted them, and he replied that he was invited out to a
conference of the mink ranchers of Western Canada. He told them the
story of the whales, the pothead whales, at Dildo, which could supply
enormous quantities of cheap food for raising mink, and that the
climate at Dildo was more suitable for raising mink than in Western
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Canada. Many amongst the ranchers didn't seem to believe him. He
said "Come and I'll show you," and he brought a plane load of mink
ranchers down to Dildo. When he arrived with his troop of ranchers, it
looked as if it was an answer to prayer, for the beach was alive with
pothead whales floundering in the surf. The waters were coloured red
from the bleeding animals. The mink ranchers were speechless. Those
who had cameras took pictures which they brought home and published
in the papers and in the magazines. For a month "the mink magazines
were ringing with the reports of the pothead whales at Dildo."
The Premier was most enthusiastic as he told us of his ideas. It
wasn't to make fortunes for the mink ranchers of Western Canada that
he had encouraged them to transfer their breeding pens to the Dildo
area, at our expense. No, it was his idea to build up hundreds of young
Newfoundlanders as mink ranchers, many hundreds possibly - and
possibly I ,300 mink ranches, each owned by a bright young New-
foundlander.
Well, the ranchers came, they saw and, before long, they all went
away again. 'Twas just another pipe dream!
In his speech on the report of the Royal Commission on
Agriculture, which as usual was made by the greatest experts in Canada,
the Premier compared the consumption of poultry, eggs, mutton, pork
and beef in Newfoundland with our production. He then showed how
3,000 families would be able to supply our needs; that is 525 families
who had 1,000 birds per family could supply all the extra eggs we need-
ed. Similarly, 630 families having 250 sheep per family could supply the
sheep and give us all the mutton we needed. Again, 1,250 families with
100 pigs per family could supply all our needs in pork products. 225
families with 5,000 birds a family could supply all our needs for
broilers. Nearly 50 head of cattle for each of 75 families would supply
us with millions of pounds of beef annually.
I had been long aware of the possibilities of a greater expansion of
agriculture, and had been arguing about it since I first went into politics
in 1923. What a pity the Premier, who had such knowledge and ex-
perience from raising pigs for profit, didn't use his experience to
develop our agriculture, instead of embarking on an industrial program
for which he had no qualifications whatsoever.
When I had the opportunity to speak on the report of the
Agricultural Commission, I said:
"This report has come four or five years too late.... What kept the
Premier so long, for four years, before he asked Mr. Gardiner to appoint
a man to investigate the position ofagriculture? The Premier has put the
cart before the horse. We should have had the horse, agriculture, first,
before the industries, that was the mistake they made. They found oUl at
last, but unfortunately found out too late. Twenty-one million dollars or
a large proportion of it was gone down the drain, which, if applied to
agriculture in the beginning, would have given and would still be giving
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better returns than we are getting or likely to get from the industries in
which he invested that large amount of money. "
At another point in my speech I said:
"Agriculture, it seems to me, has to be built up gradually. That is why I
cannot fall in line with the ideas announced here by the Premier this
afternoon. They are too grandiose. We may get them in twenty-fiveyears
or thirty years time. We may get them - let us hope we do - but I do
not think they are practical at all. There is an awful lot ofhard work, and
ground work to be built up to make a farming community. And you can-
not get rich quick at farming; I don'l believe you can do it.... You cer-
tainly can't do it in farming in this country. It is hard work. "
I said to the Premier:
"When you mentioned a hundred head of cattle. "
Mr. Smallwood:
"50. "
Mr. Browne:
"And 250 sheep."
Mr. Smallwood:
"But not for the same people. "
Mr. Browne:
"I think you are getting oUl of the realm of practical politics. "
Mr. Smallwood:
"Out of the realm of peasant farming. "
I again drew to the attention of the Government the advisability of
holding an agricultural exhibition in the Arena in St. John's, and I
hoped that it would become an annual affair. I remember the old days
when we used to have exhibitions, and although I was city-born and city
bred, and knew very little about farming from the practical side, it was
certainly most interesting and most instructive to be able to go down to
the Prince's Arena and the curling rink and see displayed there the pro-
ducts of our land. 1 think that it would be very instructive to the
younger generation today to see what can be grown in Newfoundland.
"I hope therefore, beginning this year, there will be a big exhibition. It
may not be possible to have an all-Newfoundland exhibition this year,
but I do think that an exhibition, al least of the A valon, should take
place this year, at any rate, in the Arena. By developing Newfoundland
exhibitions and having the best producls brought to them and to a central
exhibition in St. John's, the Government would be doing what should be
done to encourage agriculture. Then gradually, with greater acceleration
as the years go by and our agricultural products increase, we will have, I
think, sounder agriculture than if we make a big splurge all of a sudden
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and go into bigfantasticschemes that are interesting, fascinating to listen
to but which have not got a solid foundation. "
(Applause from the Liberal side.)
This applause was a very unusual tribute, and it was followed by
another equally unusual. Mr. Janes, who spoke after me, began his
speech this way:
"Mr. Speaker, I must congratulate the honourable member for St.
John's West on his very interesting and enlightening address."
Mr. Janes went on to make a thoughtful speech. He pointed out
"There are two sides to farming, one was the romantic side and the other
was the practical side. There were many subsistence farmers and a small
amount of cattle-raising in my district. Whether mechanization or im-
proved agricultural education can help that sort of thing today, or
whether we must start and, say, take a crowd of young men and train
them to be good farmers and good agriculturalists and provide them with
capital and loans, and give them all the necessary scientific knowledge
which the government has at its disposal - whether we should do that or
whether we should build up from the roots which are there, these are
questions we cannot answer. "
For the last several days of the session the House sat from eleven in
the morning until past midnight trying to meet the Premier's deadline.
We only spent a day and a half studying the estimates. It follows that
they were given inadequate attention.
During the last night's meeting (April 21st) Dr. Pottle, Minister of
Welfare, made a statement that surprised members on both sides of the
House. He said:
"In the course of this speech I shall give notice of my resignation from
the Government, and I shall give my reasons therefor..
I would have thought, Sir, that the principal responsibility of a new and
untried Government would be to plan carefully, advance cautiously and
slowly, and spend wisely. But instead, again, Sir, as I see it, one en-
thusiasm has followed another in rapid succession. Nearly twenty so-
called new industries were introduced under most problematic condi-
tions, to say the least. Then the Government entered into agreements
with massive corporations, where unprecedented vast areas ofpublic do-
main are involved. Fisheries development, large scale mining explora-
tion, more recently, agricultural and forestry surveys have all swept in
upon the scene in bewildering succession; all of them vital in their place,
but as an agglomeration fraught, in my view, with problems of overall
planning and supervision, and which the Government, so far, has not
seriously attempted to co-ordinate.
May I recall, Sir, that probably no Government in the Western world
ever came to power under such favourable auspices as the 'Smallwood
Government' in 1949. Financially, we had everything in our favour, and
what I would almost call the great spiritual experience of belonging to a
great nation and of making this century, Canada's century . ... What an
opportunity to lead our people on to larger unities, what an opportunity
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to make the name of Newfoundland shine in the crown of Canada! But
instead what has happened. ... disunity exists amongst our people at
home, and in the family of Canada we are too close to the possibility of
becoming bizarre. ... the Government hasn't given the leadership in
these matters that ought probably to be expected of a statesmanlike
Government.
. . . . I have only one way of letting the people of Newfoundland know
how I feel about the state ofNewfoundland and the stand I am choosing
to adopt. I must therefore leave the Government. "
This announcement must have been a shock to the Premier, com-
ing as unexpectedly as it did, just before he was to leave for the meeting
of the Provincial leaders in Ottawa. However, he rose to the occasion
and said in part:
"I am sorry that the honourable member for Carbonear-Bay de Verde
has seen fit to offer his resignation as a member of the Cabinet . ... he
and I have been very close together in the Cabinet on matters of public
welfare I supported and endorsed his every move in the field of
welfare he is a man of honour, he is a man of integrity, he is a man
of honesty.
I do not wish to be Premier ofNewfoundland if I cannot continue to put
all my energy and all my strength into this drive to develop the fisheries
and the forests and the mills and the water powers and the other
resources of Newfoundland. I do not want to be Premier unless I can
spend every last bit of my energy in that, and if my colleagues in the
Cabinet do not share that with me, and if my friends who are not in the
Cabinet who sit on this side of the House are not prepared to continue
their support of my policy of economic development, I shall offer His
Honour the Lieutenant Governor my resignation, and I shall propose to
His Honour an immediate dissolution of this legislature, and his im-
mediate issue of his proclamation for the holding ofa general election as
quickly as is constitutionally possible."
The Leader of the Opposition then said a few words, as is
customary, in praise of the resigning minister. Then the other Cabinet
members present rose to pledge their loyalty to Mr. Smallwood. The
private members sent him notes assuring him that they were still behind
him. Obviously there would be no need for him to resign and ask the
Lieutenant Governor to dissolve the House. It was well past midnight
when the House was adjourned. The Premier and some of his col-
leagues went off to Ottawa, and on the following Wednesday His
Honour the Lieutenant Governor appeared and gave his assent to sixty-
one Bills.
This had been a strenuous session, particularly for Mr. Hollett,
Jim Higgins and myself. I believe that I only missed one morning sitting
during the whole session.
The resignation of Dr. Herbert Pottle was a courageous act on his
part. He could have done like the other members of the Cabinet; kept
his opinions to himself. Instead he chose to express those opinions in
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the House of Assembly. Although they did not affect the attitude of the
other followers of the Premier, 1 think we of the Opposition had reason
to feel pleased, that Dr. Pottle's resignation had shown that our
arguments had been sound; and conscientious man that he was, he
could no longer remain a member of the Government. As Ted Russell
had done several years earlier, he followed the path his conscience told
him.
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Chapter Nine
Porruguese Sailors - Trip to Europe - Peter's Wedding -
London - Bar Association - Oxford - Westminster
Cathedral - Lord Semphi// - Law Office - Special Session
of House of Assembly - Canadian Javelin - John C. Doyle
- Private Conference - Questions in the House - Braun
Wogau and Others Dismissed
As soon as the Session of 1955 was over I was back to my office.
Business was good and I worked there steadily every day until the end of
June, except for Sundays and the 24th of May which was a holiday.
It was during the month of May that the Portuguese sailors of the
great White Fleet (the Portuguese sailing vessels with white sails and
their hulls painted white) presented a statue of Our Lady of Fatima to
Pon ugucsc Fishcrmcn carrying Sial ue I hrough I he cily or 51. John's
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Archbishop Skinner. In lines of fifteen to twenty abreast, and accom-
panied by their chaplain, they marched from the navy dock in the West
End up to the Catholic cathedral. That statue was on a platform carried
by eight men and flanked by fishermen who held aloft on long poles
lighted candles enclosed in glass cases. These hardy men were dressed in
plaid shirts, sweaters, work pants, wool socks and heavy boots as they
walked steadily along bareheaded. About 6,000 people thronged the
cathedral as Mass was said in honour of the occasion. They were
celebrating the 400th anniversary of the Portuguese fishing fleet's an-
nual voyages to the Grand Banks. St. John's had never seen a sight like
OUR LADY OF FATIMA
Statue presented by Portuguese fishermen enshrined in the Basilica, St. John's
this before. The gift is still to be seen under the west gallery of the
Cathedral with statues of the three little children - Maria, Jacinta and
Francisco - kneeling piously at the feet of the Blessed Virgin Mary -
recalling the remarkable story of the apparition of the Blessed Virgin
~~ary to them in the village of Fatima, Portugal, in 1917.
Mae and I were going over to Europe to attend Peter's wedding in
Paris, so we left Newfoundland on the S.S. NOVA SCOTIA at about
midnight on the 30th of June. It would also be a well merited and long
delayed vacation. John Murphy and Madeleine, Edward and Margot,
Gus and Betty Duffy and Stan Fowler came down to see us off.
As I remember it, the voyage was quite uneventful, but everyone
was happy at the sight of land as we passed the mouth of Belfast Lough.
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The captain was practicing his golf swing on the deck. The ship docked
at Liverpool during the night, and by early afternoon we were in Lon-
don. We had planned to stay at the English Speaking Union, but as
there was no accommodation available there immediately, we spent a
few nights in a private house until we were able to get in.
The Union was a club for English-speaking people from all parts of
the Commonwealth. I was told that Dr. Fraser Bond, a nephew of Sir
Robert Bond, was staying there, but regrettably, I didn't get to meet
him. A letter from Peter awaited us at Canada House. He promised to
have hotel accommodation for us when we arrived in Paris. There was
no longer a Newfoundland House in London; since Confederation,
Canada House had replaced it. At the time two Newfoundlanders were
employed there, John Murphy and a Mr. Garland. Unfortunately,
neither of them was there when we called.
I knew several members of Parliament, including Cyril Osborne,
the member for Lough, Lincolnshire. He invited us for lunch at the
House of Commons. He was late for the lunch, but he told us he had
been delayed a half hour as he was trying to get a visa to Russia, where
he was going, via Helsinki, as part of a Parliamentary delegation. He
was a textile manufacturer with five companies, and had been a member
of the House of Commons for ten years. He gave me some tips from his
experience in getting elected. One of the things he said was that he had
an organization in every polling division. This would be a big undertak-
ing where you have 250 polling divisions. A Major Lockhart was also at
lunch with us, and he introduced me to a delegation from Kenya, some
of whom were white and others black. At that time an extremist native
group called the Mau-Mau was fighting to eliminate the white popula-
tion. The Mau-Mau were pacified a few years later, and Kenya became
an independent country and member of the British Commonwealth in
1963.
We sometimes went to Mass at the Jesuit Church on Farm Street.
Outside the door was a middle-aged lady selling lavender. She was sing-
ing the "lavender song." She told me that she came here every year to
sell the lavender at two shillings a bunch. She was a healthy woman with
a strong voice that could be heard a long distance. I bought a few pieces
of lavender for luck.
It was at the height of the strawberry season, so we couldn't resist
buying some to take to our room. The strawberries here were luscious
and large and sweet and cheap. Beautiful strawberries used to be grown
in Newfoundland, especially in the Long Pond area of Conception Bay,
but the fields have reverted to the wild state or have been built over.
However, we still pick wild strawberries there every summer.
London is one of the world's largest cities, and it is especially
renowned for its theatre and entertainment. Mae and I went to Rich-
mond just outside London to see "The Merry Wives of Windsor"
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played in the open air. They used only natural scenery. The acting was
very good, especially Mistress Quickly, although she was much too nice-
looking for the part she took. When my first wife and I visited England
in 1929 we saw this same play performed in the same place. Mae and I
also went to the very funny show that Danny Kaye was doing at the
Palladium, and to a concert at the Palace Theatre put on by a group of
French singers called Les Compagnons de la Chanson. We enjoyed their
music, but I was surprised by the small attendance.
On Monday, July lIth, we left Victoria Station at 9:00 a.m. on the
boat train to Paris. It was pouring rain when we got there. Peter and his
fiancee Michele Tercinet met us at the Gare St. Lazare. Michele was
pretty and nice. We were to stay at the Hotel Louvois. This was a large
hotel in the heart of Paris, close to Michele's family's apartment. It was
separated from the Bibliotheque Nationale by a small park called the
Carre Louvois. I talked to Peter for a long time. He told me that he was
ready to begin concerts, but wished to have a larger repertoire. He told
me he had made some recordings for radio the day before, but he
wasn't in good form. He planned to go to Italy after the wedding, retur-
ning to Paris at the end of August. Then he would go to Vienna to study
with the celebrated Professor Bruno Seidlhofer.
Up till now Peter had been living at the Maison Canadienne, in the
Cite Universitaire - an international student village. We visited several
of the houses there, among them the very modern Dutch, Swiss and
Mexican houses, the oriental looking Cambodian House and the Inter-
national Center. There was a small reception for Peter at the Canadian
house. We met several painters, an architect, some teachers and musi-
cians. One of Peter's friends there was Romeo LeBlanc, who became
Minister of Fisheries in the federal government in 1980. Miss Kelly, a
daughter of Arthur Kelly of Toronto and a granddaughter of Judge
Kelly who gave me a recommendation for the Rhodes Scholarship, ar-
rived with a big sack on her back weighing about sixty pounds. She had
thumbed a ride on a truck from Holland. She was glad, I think, to get
back to the Cite Universitaire. She was staying at the Maison Cana-
dienne.
On Wednesday we went to Mass at the church of St. Roch, where
Peter was to be married. After Mass we went to the Canadian Embassy
to make enquiries about the marriage contract according to the French
law. Just as we were leaving the office and were walking along the cor-
ridor we heard a voice saying "Monsieur Browne, Monsieur Browne."
This proved to be Monsieur Tercinet, who was to be Peter's father-in-
law, calling after us. It appeared that he and I were there on the same
mission. He went to find out what the Canadian law was on marriage,
and I went there to see what the French law was. He spoke to us and
was very cordial. He brought us back to our hotel in his car. We had
lunch with the Tercinets. Mme. Tercinet was small and blonde and an
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excellent cook. She also spoke very fast. Their apartment was artistical-
ly decorated. We had a nice lunch, souffle of ham and eggs, with green
beans and sauce, three kinds of cheese and fruit, and finally meringue.
We had a choice of wines - port burgundy, light wine and champagne.
The next day was July 14th, Bastille Day, a famous day in Paris.
We forgot all about it because we decided that day to go to Chartres.
Peter told us that the year before he had gone there twice, on foot. The
first time was with a student pilgrimage, in which ten thousand students
walked from the outskirts of Paris to the cathedral. They slept in fields
and barns along the way. The second time was during the summer,
when he went alone from Notre Dame de Paris to Notre Dame de Char-
tres. It took him the better part of three days each time, but we went by
train and covered the 90 kilometres in a little more than an hour.
When we arrived we went to a restaurant to get some lunch. In the
restaurant I noticed a large tank four feet long by one foot deep, with
about three dozen fairly large trout. You could order one for the table.
This was not an uncommon sight in French restaurants. Then we went
to the cathedral; we went up the nave and around the choir on the south
side, and around to the altar of the Blessed Virgin, where many candles
were burning. After saying our prayers, for Peter and Michele especial-
ly, and getting a Mass said for them, I spoke to a priest who told us he
was from Brittany and that his father had fished on the Banks off St.
Pierre. The priest took us to the back of the altar, where he unlocked a
cabinet that had been damaged by robbers, and showed us a reliquary in
which was preserved a piece of the veil of Our Lady. The cloth had been
brought from the Holy Land and had been kept in the Sainte Chapelle
at Paris, but later removed to Chartres.
In the museum of the Cathedral we saw an exposition of many
relics of the celebrated French priest Pere de Foucauld. These included
his diary, his stations of the Cross which he made with his own hands,
several of his letters, drawings and a little mouse trap! He had a motto:
"Live as if you were going to die a martyr immediately." He also had
written "It is not what you do that counts as much as what you are."
Pere de Foucauld had lived for many years in the deserts of North
Africa. I gave Peter a copy of the Life of de Foucauld.
On Friday Peter came to our hotel, accompanied by Mr. and Mrs.
Tercinet and Michele in the car. We then drove to the notary, Jean
Ramon. We went through several offices with heaps of boxes for each
year marked 'A.D.B.' - hundreds of them - and back to Mr.
Ramon's office. Then his partner started to read the marriage contract
in a very rapid and indistinct voice. I questioned a few things, and there
were some comments. I gathered that each party puts into a joint ac-
count all that he or she gains, although each may keep what he has now.
After the death of a husband, the wife gets half her husband's property,
and if she should die, he gets half of hers.
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Both Peter and I were puzzled by the contract because we hadn't
adequate preparation for it. It would have been much easier to unders-
tand it now, because the law in Newfoundland has been drastically
changed in that direction so that the husband and wife share most of
their property. We were told that this was customary in France. The
clerk said it was done in his own case, and Mr. Tercinet said it was the
same when he was married. On the way home Mr. Tercinet, who was a
cheerful person, said: "T'was unpleasant but necessary." Later that
same day we went to see Madame de la Porte, a relative of Paul
Buisson, who had been engaged to Madeleine several years before. She
was now manager of her department in the fashionable department
store Les Trois Quartiers. She told us that Paul was now married and
had one daughter. He had a good job, a nice apartment and was
building a new house near Rouen.
French law, from the time of the Revolution, stipulates that only a
civil marriage is recognized by the state, and as France has traditionally
been a Catholic country most people also have a Church wedding. The
civil marriage took place on Saturday, July 16th. We went to the
Mairie, where the room for marriages was on the third floor. There
were fourteen marriages arranged for that day. The first started about
10:30, and two were finished in ten minutes. When our turn came, the
clerk appeared with all the documents and asked the future married
couple to initial each page. Nobody read what he signed. Then the cou-
ple sat down in front of the presiding official, the clerk and a man in
uniform. The names of the parties and their descriptions, nationality, et
cetera were read out and the presiding official went over the various acts
of the civil code. Finally he said:
"Peter Browne, do you agree to marry Michete and to support and main-
tain Michete Tercinet?"
and Peter said "Oui." A similar question was put to Michele and she,
too, said "Oui." That was all the formality. Then the President, stan-
ding up, made quite a speech about Mr. Tercinet, the father of the
bride. He said he was a war veteran and a Doctor of Pharmacy -
needless to say - an important person in our society. Then he made
reference to the presence of the other Mr. Tercinet, Edouard, "an uncle
of the bride, a lawyer, a councillor of Paris, a valued colleague and an
old friend. As to Mr. Browne, who comes from Canada, Canada has
always come to the rescue of France and was but an elongation of
France."
A collection was then taken up by the man in uniform for the
benefit of the poor of the Arrondissement. After we left the Mairie, we
went to the Cafe de la Regence where we had some champagne before
we parted. There we saw the chess set used by Napoleon, who used to
go there. The chessmen had NB (Napoleon Bonaparte) for the King, J
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(Josephine) for the Queen, et cetera.
On Sunday, July 17th, Mae and I visited Lisieux, the home of the
Little Flower, as St. Therese of the Child Jesus is known. We saw her
home, the garden where she played as a child, the cathedral where she
prayed, and the Convent which she entered, where many relics of the
saint are to be seen. I had the privilege of serving Mass at the Shrine.
We returned to Paris by a later train.
The next day, Monday, we drove to the Church of St. Roch for the
wedding at II a.m. Some people were already there. A beadle called a
"Suisse," with a tricorne and a belt and broad sash, carrying a staff in
one hand and a short rod in the other, lined up the parties in twos with
the men on one side and the ladies on the other and knocked hard with
his staff on the pavement. In this formation we marched with a slow
military step up the aisle to the priedieu near the altar, the organist play-
ing a wedding march as we went. Then the Suisse took the certificates
and rings from Peter, and went into the sacristy for the priest who came
out and performed the ceremony. He read a long prepared speech, and
then said Mass without a server. The Suisse directed Peter and Michele
Petcr and Michele on the stcps of St. Roell. At thcir right is thc "Swisse" who acts
as mastcr ofccrcJl1onics
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as to when they should stand or sit. At one stage he put a very long can-
dle in their hands. Then the procession reformed and we went to the
sacristy for the signing of documents and a brief reception. The cure
reminded me of the former apostolic delegate to Ottawa, tall, thin and
ascetic-looking. The choir sang throughout the Mass, and the organ was
played when the procession reformed, and we marched down the
church again to the entrance where photographers were taking pictures.
It was a very warm, sunny day. We next went to the Cercle Militaire, a
club for officers. It was very elegant. After drinks we had a delicious
dinner, and during the meal red and white wine, champagne, coffee and
liqueurs. At the end of the meal, there were some short speeches by
Louis Tercinet, Michele's father, Edouard, his brother and myself.
Afterwards we sat around and talked and signed autographs and ate
and drank some more, while the young people danced. Peter left early
in the evening with Michele. They were off to Italy for six weeks. It was
the longest honeymoon I ever heard of.
The following day Mae and I had lunch again with the Tercinets.
We spent another day or two in Paris visiting the Louvre and some of
the churches - Notre Dame and the Sacre Coeur, and doing a little
shopping.
We returned to London on July 21st. There happened to be a Bar
Association convention in progress, and I received an invitation to at-
tend a reception at the House of Commons. When I got there I looked
around to see if I could see Judge Kelly or Mr. Curtis, but saw neither. I
did meet a gentleman named Martland, who afterwards became a judge
of the Supreme Court of Canada. An artist was busy doing a roaring
business, drawing cartoons which made the lawyers look like a group of
unusually intelligent men. I listened to a discussion of the various func-
tions of barristers and solicitors. There were two or three speakers,
none of whom I knew. On another occasion we were invited by Lord
and Lady Alexander to a party at the House of Commons. I met a Col-
onel Hills who knew the Emersons, Margaret, her brother Sir Edward
and his wife.
One day we went up to Oxford by train, and took the bus to Car-
fax, and walked along Broad Street to South Parks Road to meet the
new secretary of the Rhodes Trust, Mr. Williams, as he was then. He
had once stayed with Jack Higgins in St. John's. He also gave us some
news of Cyril Fox, son of my friend Cyril Fox, who had died during the
National Convention. Cyril Junior was now a Rhodes Scholar. He had
been very ill, but we were relieved to learn that his health had improved.
I took Mae to see the New College chapel, then the Bodleian Library,
where we inspected some of the beautiful manuscripts. We saw St.
Mary's Church, and also visited Magdalen College; then we went to
Merton, where we visited the dining hall, Fellows quad, myoid rooms,
the chapel and the library. After that we visited Corpus Christi, next
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and Christ Church at the end of Merton Street. We saw the huge kit-
chen of Cardinal Wolsey, and visited the adjoining Christ Church
Cathedral. There we admired the Norman and Gothic arches, which
were still preserved. The towers of the House (the usual name for Christ
Church College) were built by Christopher Wren, the architect of St.
Paul's in London.
We returned to London, and after tea we went to Hyde Park where
we listened to two skilled Catholic speakers. One was a lady who had a
very nice looking young man ask her questions. She talked for about an
hour. We heard other Catholic speakers on different occasions. I ad-
mired their poise and serenity. I would have found it difficult, if not im-
possible, to answer all the questions that were brought forward. I im-
agine, however, that there must be a certain pattern to the questions,
and that if a record were kept, it would be found that most of the ques-
tions were neither new nor unexpected.
We went to Mass at Westminster Cathedral on Saturday. The
boys' choir sang beautifully. Mae bought me a beautiful Latin missal.
There was an Irishman selling them. He said to her, "Why do you want
a Latin missal? Can you read Latin?" And she said "No, but my hus-
band can." He said, "There was a lady here the other day and I said to
her 'why do you want a Latin missal' and she said 'I don't know'. 'Can
you read Latin?' he said and she said 'No.' 'Well, what the hell do you
want a Latin missal for?' " It was a beautiful missal with English and
Latin and I used it daily for many years until they went out of style, that
is, when the priests began to celebrate Mass in the vernacular.
We received a card from Peter and Michele. We had breakfast at
the Regent Palace Hotel on Sunday morning, and found that the prices
were about one-quarter what they were in Paris. We visited the
cathedral ofSt. Alban's, about an hour's run by bus from London. The
cathedral was a mixture of Saxon, Norman and Gothic styles of ar-
chitecture and contained many interesting things, especially the statues,
carvings and the wonderful ceiling. Then we went to nearby
Verulamium, the ancient Roman city, and saw the old Roman wall of
flint, limestone and brick. A group of young men and women was car-
rying out excavations with admirable patience, and finding pieces of
Roman pottery. The tessellated pavement of a bath built in Roman
times had already been uncovered, as well as the pipes leading to the
furnace. Later we saw the Roman theatre, which had been discovered in
1934, and also visited St. Michael's Church built in the ninth century,
and saw a statue of Sir Francis Bacon sitting in a chair.
On return to London I had lunch again with Lord Semphill and
Richard Scott at the Bath club. Mr. Scott is associated with Sir Edward
Beit, who is generally interested in finding investments anywhere in the
world. I told him the story of Smallwood's economic development pro-
jects, and said the gypsum plant was now for sale. Scott seemed to have
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a good general grasp of the story, and thought it was fantastic. They
were with Sir William Wiseman, who found the money for the iron ore
development in Labrador. Lord Semphill then took me to the United
Services Club for officers, and showed me pictures of many famous
generals and admirals since Wellington's day. He also pointed out to me
a man who was in India in 1897 at the Khyber Pass battle. I posted
several small packages of books and pamphlets and some clothing to St.
John's. I received a letter from Edward and a message from Margot,
who had received a letter from Peter in Italy. He and Michele were stay-
ing in a little coastal village called Port Ercole. After a little more sight-
seeing, our own vacation drew to a close. We had decided to return
home by air, and we left Prestwick, Scotland at 8:00 p.m. August 2nd
and arrived at Gander at 2:00 a.m. the next day. A remarkable sunset
enroute lasted for hours. It seemed as if the sun would never set at all,
but of course, we were following the sun at a very fast speed.
After I returned from Europe, I was very busy in my office daily
until the House opened again on September 12th. This was a special
Session to ratify the agreement that Mr. Smallwood had made to
guarantee a loan of $16,500,000 to help Mr. Doyle build the railway to
the new iron ore mine which his company, Canadian Javelin Limited,
was developing at Lake Wabush. According to earlier newspaper ac-
counts, Mr. Doyle hoped to have the ore coming out of Labrador in the
summer of 1956, but in reality it would be several years before this hap-
pened. The proposal to guarantee a bond issue was put forth in the
Speech from the Throne, but, curiously, neither Mr. Courage, who pro-
posed that a committee be named to draft an Address in Reply, nor Mr.
Canning, who seconded the motion, felt that they were in a position to
comment on the legislation "owing to lack of information." Mr.
Hollett, in turn, remarked that the Opposition was not going to
guarantee anything without careful study.
"We are nor going ro be rushed rhis lime like we were in rhe previous ses-
sion. "
At the Premier's request, the House resolved itself into a committee of
the whole to consider certain resolutions in relation to a guarantee of a
loan to be raised by Wabush Lake Railway Company Limited. Then the
Premier tabled documents, including a series of maps and aerial
photographs, of the proposed route of the railway from the present line
to Wabush Lake where Mr. Doyle planned to do his mining. We were
told that the railway was to be forty miles long, and that the company
had already let a contract for the clearing of the right of way to the
McNamara Construction Company, which was actually at work at the
time. "I don't know what would happen if the legislation doesn't
pass," he added.
I was surprised to find that Mr. Doyle, who had been so cheerful
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and optimistic on Christmas Eve in 1954, should have found it
necessary to request the Government to guarantee the money necessary
for the construction of the railway. He said he had confidence that the
Government would support him when he gave the contract to'
McNamara Construction without having a guarantee. Mr. Doyle was
the president or chairman of the then Canadian Javelin Company. He
had received a large tract of land from NALCO. In his usual en-
thusiastic and superlative manner Mr. Smallwood observed:
"I believe that this project is the most thoroughly documented project tu
come before this House of Assembly in over a hundred years. "
We were then presented with documents showing the importance
of the minerals to be developed, and the high percentage of iron which
the ore would contain. It sounded like a very profitable undertaking. In
the course of his speech, the Premier told us that he had invited Mr.
Doyle to come to SI. John's, so that he and his chief associates might be
available to the members of this House for questioning. I had suggested
this earlier. The meeting was arranged for 10:30 on Tuesday morning,
September 13th, in the former Legislative Council, where:
" ... the members of the legislature only may question him, as closely as it
is their wish to do, frankly, indeed with brutal frankness. (I' they su
desire. "
In answer to a question of mine, the Premier said nobody else but
members of the House would be present on the next day, and that no
stenographer would be there either.
On the following day we attended a meeting in the former
legislative Council Chamber. There were present: Premier Smallwood,
Attorney General Curtis, John C. Doyle, his engineer and lawyer,
Malcolm Hollett, Nish Jackman, Jim Higgins and myself, together with
G. Norman, a backbencher Liberal member from Burgeo-Lapoile.
I intended to take advantage of the Premier's invitation which per-
mitted us to question Mr. Doyle "with brutal frankness." As Mr.
Jackman was president of the Mine Workers' Union on Bell Island,
where the mines had been operating for nearly sixty years, he was well
qualified and most anxious to ask many questions. He must have been
considerably disturbed by the evidence of activity in Labrador that
would certainly compete with the products from Bell Island. The
Premier, however, so that we all might have a chance to ask questions,
said:
"We must give other members the opportunity to ask Mr. Doyle ques-
tions, too. I see Mr. Browne there with hisfinger on a question he wishes
/0 ask."
My question arose from rumours that we had heard going around
that some of the government members had made a good thing by buy-
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ing shares of Canadian Javelin, and I was naturally anxious to know
what had happened. So, when the Premier politely said, "Now, Mr.
Browne, it is your turn," I said:
"Mr. Premier, I would like to ask Mr. Doyle to produce a list showing
how many shares in his company are owned by members on the Govern-
ment side of the House. "
The Premier's reaction was instantaneous. He flew into a towering
rage, shouting at me. The only thing [ can remember are the words he
used,
"You never earned money, you married money."
As he kept this up, I said to him,
"Stop it, or I'll go over and box your ears. "
No one else said a word, but he kept on shouting, so I got up and walk-
ed around the table past Mr. Hollett and Mr. Doyle and his colleagues,
and closed in on the Premier. He jumped up and, as I approached, he
pushed his heavy chair at me but I pushed it aside and got closer to him.
He then lashed out with bis foot, which grazed me about waist high. I
was on the point of reaching him, when I felt two strong arms around
me pulling me back. It was Mr. Norman.
I desisted and said,
"It is no use staying here if I can't get a question answered. "
Mr. Hollett got up also and said:
"I'm going, too. Good morning, gentlemen, if there are any gentlemen
here. "
Nish Jackman and Jim Higgins remained.
When the House resumed on the following Monday, September
19th, the Premier rose and read out a copy of an editorial that had ap-
peared in the EVENING TELEGRAM of Friday the 16th, which con-
tained the very question that 1 had asked:
"A question certainly will be asked by the Opposition and demanding a
reply by the Government.... is whether any members of the Legislature
are shareholders in the company. "
The Premier quoted more of the editorial, but that was the most impor-
tant part about it and he said it ought to be answered, and then he
stated that he had questioned all the members of his party, except one
who was away, and they all said that neither they nor their wives had
any shares in Canadian Javelin.
Mr. Hollett then rose and pointed out that he had questioned the
members on our side of the House, and found that we not only had no
shares in Canadian Javelin, we never had any shares in Canadian
Javelin, and he remarked that he didn't hear the Premier go that far and
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say that at no time did his members have any shares in Javelin.
The Premier was a bit taken aback by this, and rose to say,
"I don't know. People all over Canada and the United States have been
buying shares in Canadian Javelin. Whether any of my honourable
friends on this side of the House have in the past bought and sold Javelin
shares is, I think, none of my business. Nor do I think it's any of the
business of the Leader of the Opposition."
We in the Opposition were not satisfied with this explanation. We felt
that it was very much the business of both the Government and the Op-
position, considering that the Government was putting up such a large
sum for a company that at the time seemed to have no real assets. It was
a very speculative enterprise, as mining projects almost always were.
More than one Cabinet official was later reputed to have made a for-
tune out of the Javelin enterprise, and I was told some time later by one
of the participants that Mr. Doyle could manipulate the price of the
st.ock almost at will.
During one of my speeches, I questioned the Premier's right to
refuse to answer questions not directly related to the railway construc-
tion loan, and in this I was upheld by the Speaker. Mr. Smallwood was
well known as an admirer of Sir Richard Squires; nevertheless he saw no
reason for any lengthy remarks on the resolution (for the loan
guarantee) on the grounds that there would be ample opportunity for
debate when the Bill itself was brought in. This was a very different pro-
cedure from that by which Sir Richard Squires had introduced the
resolutions concerning the construction of the paper plant at Corner
Brook in 1923. At that time Sir Richard Squires had made a most
elaborate speech at the resolution stage. The report of his speech and
the documents he tabled take up nearly fifty pages of Hansard. Mr.
Smallwood said that the standard method of introducing resolutions
was to say that is was expedient that such and such a thing be done.
"It is sufficiently expedient for us to have desired His Honour the
Lieutenant Governor to call a special session of this House. "
I stated:
"That remark only means that when the Premier desires to call a special
session of the House he can have one, that is what it means. It seems that
when he wants anything he can have it, and if he doesn't get that thing
there is trouble. I don't think it is expedient to bring in any measure, and
I am going to oppose it right from the start. "
I also said:
"This is a Government by guarantee.... lt is not only expedient, not only
desirable, but absolutely necessary right here and now, to examine the
question of guarantees that the Government has been giving to private
interests. "
I was interrupted a good many times during the course of this speech by
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the Premier raising points of order.
I pointed out the unfortunate experience which the Government
had already had with some of the fifteen companies whose principal
and interest it had guaranteed. In the case of the Superior Rubber Com-
pany, the Government had been given power to guarantee, but the com-
pany couldn't get a loan and therefore, there was nothing to guarantee.
Instead, the Government had to pay all the money it cost to build that
plant. The Government lost over one and a half million dollars on that
transaction. I showed that in previous situations where the Government
had guaranteed or advanced money to industries, the amount of the
original guarantee or sum was never sufficient to complete the project.
In every case, larger amounts - sometimes much larger amounts -
had to be added by the Government. Often this was a case of throwing
good money after bad. Moreover, if this was as wonderful a project as
the Premier seemed to think, why didn't private financial houses ad-
vance the money?
Although I was pointing out the failures of the various companies
to raise money, and the fact that the Government was called upon to
pay the shot, I did express the thought that the Javelin proposal might
be a success. When Sir Richard Squires was introducing his resolution,
he pointed out all the number of guarantees that the British Govern-
ment had given to industries during difficult times after the first World
War. He also showed how the Canadian Government and some of the
provinces had granted similar guarantees. Mr. Smallwood never at-
tempted to point to any such guarantees given by the other provinces of
Canada or by the Dominion of Canada, and it seemed to me that his ex-
periences to date with his industrial policy were valid reasons why we
shouldn't give the guarantee in this particular case.
I was followed by Mr. Hollett, who was also subjected to a great
many interruptions during his speech. The debate ended as we expected,
with the resolution carried. In the debate on second reading of the Bill,
Mr. Smallwood spoke for the best part of two days. Mr. Hollett also
went on for the best part of two days, and at the end moved the 'six
months' hoist, i.e. that the second reading be read six months hence. It
was seconded by Mr. Higgins, who made a very good speech. A great
debate developed on the second reading, in which Dr. Rowe took part
and the Premier replied at the end. Our motion was lost on a party vote,
15 to 3.
When the Address in Reply debate was taken up, 1 led off for tht
Opposition, and at the conclusion moved a vote of want of confidenc(
in the Government. 1 moved
" .. .that a Royal Commission, consisting of a competent independent
person and the Auditor General, be immediately appointed to conduct a
full and impartial inquiry into the manner in which the said industries
were established and had been operated. "
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By this time we had learned that Mr. BraunWogau, the manager of
Superior Rubber Company, had been dismissed. It appeared that the
notice of dismissal had been sent him by Mr. Donald Dawe, who was
the lawyer for the company and a director when it was incorporated.
Mr. Dawe was then a partner of the Attorney General, Mr. Curtis. It
wasn't clear who appointed Mr. Morgan, a member of the House of
Assembly, who didn't intend to run again, to be the manager of Koch
Shoes. The Premier said he was an auditor, and was employed in that
capacity. He didn't know who had appointed him manager of Koch
Shoes. At about the same time Mr. Koch, Mr. Eckhardt, and Mr.
Schaeffer, the managers of three different companies whose finances
had been arranged by the Government, were also dismissed and left the
country.
Although these men had been trusted by the Premier and given
control of large sums of money for the industries with which they were
connected, he flatters himself for dismissing them when he discovered
that they were dishonest and incompetent.
Once again I made a plea in favour of local agriculture. The Royal
Commission had indicated that 90 per cent of the food stuffs sold in the
stores had to be imported. I said - as I have always felt - that with
proper encouragement and assistance from the Government, and with
agricultural fairs to show what wonderful results could be obtained, we
would be able to produce a far larger share of the goods consumed
locally.
This short but exciting Session ended on September 28th. On that
day the House was prorogued by the Lieutenant Governor after he had
given assent to the six Bills we had passed.
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Chapter Ten
Conference on Labrador Matters - Ambitious Health Plan
for Children - Rubber Plant Closed - Request for Royal
Commission - Rules ofOrder - Provocation by Premier-
Suspended from House - The New Ten Commandments -
Uranium - Free Gas to Ministers - Workmen's Compensa-
tion Act - Election Preparations - Disappearing Industries
- Speaker 11/
On the 27th of January, 1956, the Honourable Dr. Rowe, the
member for Labrador, gave a wide ranging address covering many
facets of life in Labrador, and he concluded with this remark:
"I am glad to be able to announce to you now that the Government has
decided to have a full scale conference on all matters pertaining to
Labrador sometime around the first week of February. At this con-
ference we are inviting persons from the Federal Government as well as
various Provincial Government departments; also a number of persons
connected with various activities in Labrador will be invited to attend."
This project pleased the Premier so much so that it was expanded to in-
clude people from other parts of Newfoundland; it was also postponed
so as to coincide with the opening of the House of Assembly.
1 had some criticism of Dr. Rowe's plan that the Government
should invite two hundred people from various walks of life, not only
from Labrador, but also from different places all around the south,
west and north-east coasts of Newfoundland, at Government expense,
to meet their members and some important Government officials. In
my view it was an illegal act and done entirely for political purposes. No
money had been provided in the estimates for such expenditure, and it
was contrary to the provisions of the Audit Act to spend money on free
trips like this without any authority. Nevertheless, the Premier thought
it was a good idea and worth having every year or two, but Myles Mur-
ray, who was a realist, suggested, cynically I thought, "every four
years," so that it would coincide with an election year.
The Premier was preparing well in advance for the election, which
we were told was going to be held in 1956. The previous election had
been held in November, 1951, but the House didn't meet until March,
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1952. The Act dealing with the House of Assembly did not require that
another election be held until March of 1957. Usually a Government has
no desire to stay in office for the full period.
The House opened on March 14th and sat for thirty-two days bet-
ween then and May 10th, when it was prorogued. As this was to be the
last Session before a general election, it was natural that the Premier
was going to make an extra effort to ensure his return to office for
another term of four or five years. Not that the Premier needed, at that
time, any special effort on his part to get elected. The social benefits
coming from Ottawa were enough to do that. But he wanted to leave
nothing to chance and wanted to win all the seats, all thirty-six seats.
As usual, very few items were referred to in the Speech from the
Throne. In 1956 those that were mentioned were regarded by the
Premier as demanding the notice of the Opposition. These were also
items that would have political impact. Although the Premier had
already announced by means of television and radio the broad outlines
of the system of children's health benefits, this was referred to in the
Speech from the Throne at considerable length. Undoubtedly it was a
very ambitious program to provide free medical, dental and optical
treatment for all children in Newfoundland up to the age of sixteen
years. It wasn't possible for it to come into effect all at the one time, but
gradually, over the years. It was announced as the most progressive
health policy for children in North America.
The Government also announced that it was going back to the old
system of giving grants to Road Boards and not going to let the com-
munities bear the expense of maintaining their roads. We were also told
of the progress made by the Newfoundland Royal Commission in
preparing the case to be presented to the Federal Royal Commission
which had to be appointed within eight years of Confederation. It was
indicated that the Government intended, sometime later in 1956, to ask
the Federal Government to set up the Royal Commission promised in
the Terms of Union.
The Fisheries Development Authority had built two plants, and
was working on a third and planning for a fourth. No tangible financial
results had yet appeared from their efforts. The Government was,
however, going to encourage people by making loans to them to build
salt codfish plants.
The British Newfoundland Corporation (BRINCO) was conduc-
ting exploration in Labrador and had found some uranium mineral over
a considerable area. The Government seemed to think that this
discovery was more important than the hydro-electric development.
This was a curious preference.
Although the Government was to receive a million dollars a year
for assistance for sick, unemployed people, the Speech from the Throne
said towards the conclusion:
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"Never were so many of our breadwinners employed. Never were wages
so high. Never were they so well fed, so well clothed, so well housed, so
healthy. Never were our people so confident of their future. "
Once again there was no mention of the industries. The Premier
had publicly announced on February 15th that the rubber plant at
Holyrood had at last been closed down. Although the Opposition had
urged that this be done at least two years prior to its closing, the
Premier stubbornly refused to admit that it was a failure. Early in 1956
after closing it down, he said:
"It isn't yet being written off, but after the shutdown it will be kept in
good condition in the hope that at some future time it may be possible to
dispose of it to some British, Canadian or American rubber company. "
Once again the task was given to me to begin the debate on the mo-
tion on the Address in Reply. It is difficult to summarize briefly a
speech that took over twenty pages of Hansard. I spoke about the main
points that were presented in the Speech from the Throne. Regarding
the children's health program which, although a fine ideal, was not
new, I questioned the proposed method of financing. The Premier had
mentioned in his radio address that it would be paid for by profits from
Javelin, but there was no mention whatsoever in the Speech from the
Throne of the Javelin Company or the Wabush Railway, for which we
had held a special session in the fall of the previous year. Now the
Premier said that the program would cost several millions and these
would be found
"out of the revenues that the Government will get out of the develop-
ment of the natural resources of Labrador, including Lake Wabush and
the Iron Ore Company of Canada, the uranium of BRINCO, and other
developments of BRINCO and Frobisher and all or any companies
developing any other natural resources of Labrador and I might add
Newfoundland as well. "
These great profits were problematic and certainly far distant. I
pointed out that the scheme had:
"all the earmarks of sudden improvisation, that the Premier pulled this
out of the air, an election promise to fit in with the Federal provisional
hospitalization programme which is to cover all Newfoundlanders, hop-
ing the thing would go through at Ottawa more quickly than it appears to
be going. Then it would not be such a problem for him to solve. It cer-
tainly appears to have been announced without adequate study. The
medical profession does not seem to know anything about il. And high
officials in the Department ofHealth don't seem to know anything about
it."
The main theme of my speech was again the need for an investiga-
tion into the conduct of the industries. After the previous regular Ses-
sion in 1955, several managers of plants, including BraunWogau, Koch
and Eckhardt had been sent out of the country, whether for wrongdo-
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ing as alleged, or some other reason, we were not informed, but these
occurrences indicate that there must have been some serious misconduct
that required an enquiry, because the Government was responsible for
handling public money, and if these men who had received large sums
of money from the Government had done wrong, they should have
been prosecuted for doing wrong.
My speech was frequently interrupted by the Premier, so that to
anyone trying to read it in Hansard for 1956 it looked more like a con-
versation between the two of us than a speech in a formal debate. I
wanted to speak about the Superior Rubber Company of which Braun-
Wogau had been Director. I found it hard to find any indication that he
had any qualifications to recommend him for the responsible position
of manager of the Company. He had been employed as a clerk in the
Department of Economic Development, and I believe had acted as in-
terpreter between the Government and the various German in-
dustrialists who visited Newfoundland in connection with the in-
dustries. The three original directors of the company - Dr. Valdmanis,
Mr. Grube and Mr. BraunWogau - had bought only one share each.
How could a company spend one and one-half million dollars if it had
no capital? The Government had supplied the capital.
It seemed to us most desirable in the interests of Newfoundland
that there should be an enquiry not only into the construction and
operation of that plant but of all the plants. Dr. Valdmanis' position as
director had been taken over by Mr. Pushie, who had become the new
Director of Economic Development, and Mr. Grube's position was
taken over by Mr. C.A. Pippy. Donald Dawe, the partner of the At-
torney General, had been secretary and solicitor for the company, and
now became a director to replace Braun Wogau. We had the spectacle
of having the Attorney General acting for the Government and his part-
ner acting for the Superior Rubber Company, although the two had
been in conflict over the handling of Government funds. The members
on the Government side of the House knew how much the Superior
Rubber Company had cost. At least $1,450,000 had been voted for it.
The Auditor General reported that it had received hundreds of
thousands of dollars more. The deceitful, illegal way the Government
had managed the whole mess demanded investigation. The amendment
I made, therefore, was that the following be added to the Address in
Reply to the Speech:
"This House, having become aware of the fact that the Superior Rubber
Company Limited, which was financed entirely with public funds con-
trary to the spirit of the mandate sought and received by the government
in its appeal to the electorate in 1951, has been compelled to cease opera-
tions, andfearing that other new industriesfinanced by publicfunds, are
meeting great difficulties, feels that the whole matter of the present and
future status of all government owned or sponsored new industries
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should be referred to a Royal Commission for immediate investigation
and report. "
This was seconded by the member for St. John's East, Mr. Higgins. 1
When Mr. Hollett started speaking, he was also subject to inter-
ruptions from the Premier. Mr. Hollett quoted from the Auditor
General's report and showed that while interest on Government loans
to industrial plants had been deferred for the first two years, several
years had passed since and with one exception no interest on the loans
had been received from the companies concerned.
The happy feeling that had prevailed on opening day was very dif-
ferent from the extraordinary behaviour of the Premier on April 9th
when he replied to the speeches of myself and Mr. Hollett.
He opened his remarks in this curious fashion:
"Mr. Speaker, in justice to the Opposition I will amend in advance what
I am about to say by reminding the House that two of the honourable
members of the Opposition have not as yet spoken. For that reason what
I am about to say is not wholly true. It does not represent the whole
truth. It is not false but it is not the whole truth . ...
The situation leaves me quite disappointed in the Opposition in this
debate. ... What we are debating is the Speech from the Throne, and the
Opposition so far have not done so.
In the first place, there are six very substantial matters dealt with in the
Speech. One: the Children's Health Plan. I don't think the honourable
and learned member for St. John's West [meaning me] even as much as
mentioned it. "
Mr. Browne:
"Yes, I did."
Mr. Smallwood:
"Well, he just about did so. Barely mentioned. "
Mr. Browne:
"For ten or fifteen minutes. "
Mr. Smallwood:
"He hardly spoke for ten or fifteen minutes in his whole speech. That is
an exaggeration I do agree, but he did nOl devote any ten or fifteen
minutes to the Children's Health Plan. He did not speak any more than
an hour altogether. "
Mr. Browne:
"Mr. Speaker, I think I spoke for over two hours. "
IThe reader may remember that in the Session of the previous year I had moved a similar amend-
menl, but because of the scandals and dismissals Ihat had since become known. an investigation
was more necessary than ever.
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Mr. Hollett:
"Mr. Speaker, I would like to remind the Honourable the Premier he ad-
mitted a day or two ago, he was dreaming for two days while I was
speaking. He could not expect to hear me. "
This argument continued for about an hour. When asked by me how
long I spoke, the Speaker said:
"An hour and fifty-five minutes. "
Mr. Smallwood:
"And spoke disparagingly of the subject. "
Mr. Browne:
"When the Premier got up he said he was going to tel/lies and now he is
doing it."
Mr. Smallwood asked the speaker to rule that I withdraw this state-
ment, and said:
"When did I say I was going to tel/lies? I ask Your Honour to rule that
the honourable and learned member for St. John's West will now
withdraw the statement that I said I was going to tel/lies, and that I was
doing it. 'The Premier said he was going to tel/lies, and is now doing it. '
I ask Your Honour to order that be withdrawn. "
Mr. Browne:
"Mr. Speaker, I withdraw the statement - (if the Premier would sit
down) - he was going to tel/lies. He did say he was not going to tel/ the
whole truth. "
Mr. Smallwood denied that and explained he had said he couldn't make
a statement about the Opposition as they hadn't all spoken.
"And when the two who spoke didn't cover the Children's Health Plan,
I couldn't say the Opposition didn't do so. Does that suggest I am lying?
Is that their idea to say that I am about to lie, and have an intention to
deceive?"
Mr. Hollett:
"That is what he is doing now - to the press. "
Mr. Browne:
"Yes, that's what you are doing now."
The Premier appealed to the Speaker to order Mr. Hollett and myself to
withdraw our statements. The Speaker said:
"If they (the members) aI/ow these words ofheat to cool there wil/ be lit-
tle to rule about. "
The Premier's provocative words did nothing to reduce the heat. The
Speaker gave us his opinion:
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"I am puzzled. ... It is clearly laid down that it is not correct procedure
to provoke another into saying things. ... "
and he spoke of the heat of the moment over insignificant points. He
suggested a recess until he could get the report from Hansard. The
Premier objected to any delay, and asked if there was any alternative to
withdrawing the accusation "that I am deceiving the House." The
Speaker said there were provocations by a complete disregard of the
Chair by both sides arguing across the House.
Mr. Speaker:
"I was practically ordered by an honourable member to ask for a
withdrawal. That, of course, I could not do. Something must be left to
my own knowledge and discretion. "
The speaker ruled that it didn't matter if the remarks of the Premier
were true or false. When it is remembered that the Bill to deal with the
Children's Health Plan had not been circulated there, there was no
reason why I should have spoken at any great length on it because I
didn't have enough information to go on. The Premier had spoken on
radio and TV on this policy of his, but I hadn't heard him. He was sup-
posed to have said that the profit from Lake Wabush was going to pay
for the whole thing. I thought that he should have told this to the House
first before making a statement on radio and TV.
The upshot of this childish affair was that Mr. Hollett said:
"If I have said anything unparliamentary, I withdraw it. "
The Speaker tried to settle the matter then, but the Premier considered
that I should do the same. The Speaker then pointed out that I should
also withdraw what I had said. I said:
"I have put up with too much from that honourable gentleman and I am
not going to put up with any more. "
The Speaker then said, naming me:
"Mr. Browne, will you withdraw the remark made? Ifyou)have anything
to say, say it now. "
I made my explanation and left. The Speaker then asked the House
what should be done. Mr. Higgins moved that I should be excluded for
the remainder of the sitting. To this the Attorney General, Mr. Curtis,
moved an amendment, seconded by Honourable Dr. Rowe, that I
should be suspended for Tuesday and Wednesday, and be allowed to
resume my seat on Thursday. This was supported by the ten members of
the Government and three other members of the Liberal party -
Messrs. Courage, Brown and Norman. Mr. Higgins and Mr. Hollett
opposed this. However, I spent two very busy days in my law office,
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and was back again on Thursday.2
After a short recess the Premier began his speech, repeating what
he had previously said, to which Mr. Hollett made objections. I have
never seen such an attitude as the Premier took here. He seemed to
think that the Opposition should have praised everything in the Speech
from the Throne, a document he had himself composed in terms most
favourable to the Government. No one can blame the Premier for try-
ing to make a favourable impression with what was in the Speech from
the Throne, but his idea that we should spend all our time praising the
policies he chose for us was most unacceptable to me. What was surpris-
ing in his speech was that he devoted a lot of his time to saying how im-
portant it was to have a good Opposition. He then proceeded to give
Mr. Hollett a list of ten prohibitions which were like the Ten Com-
mandments given by the Almighty to Moses. Here they are:
1 . Stop all petty criticism.
2 . Never again refer to the new industries.
3 . Speak with the utmost respect and affection about Family
Allowances and Old Age Pensions.
4 . Never refer to the way Confederation was brought about.
5 . Never say the Terms were inadequate.
6. Never say the Terms were not properly negotiated.
7 . Never say a word about liquor.
8 . Never say anything about the fisheries except to tell the
Government something better than there is now and how to
do it.
9. Formulate and advocate a sound policy on public problems.
10. No more criticism of the Liberal Government.
2A case similar to mine happened on the24th of July, 1944, in the HouseofCommonsat Ottawa,
when Dr. Bruce, M.D., a former Lieutenant GO'ernor of Ontario, Conservative member for
Parkdale, said: "I now declare that this measure i, a bribe of the most brazen character, made
chiefly to one province and paid for by the taxes of the rest." The chairman asked him to
withdraw this statement but he refused. He said: "(regarded this measure as a bribe and I still
regarditasabribe. I've said so and I will not retract that statement." Hewasgivenachancetodo
so by the Chairman and also by the Speaker who, when he received another refusal 10 withdraw,
stated: "I must therefore ask the honourable member if he will withdraw from the Chamber until
the House decides what it will do." Dr. Bruce having left the Chamber, the Leader of the House,
that is the Leader of the Government, moved "that Mr. Bruce, member for Parkdale, be suspend-
cd from the service of this House for the remainder of today's sitting." The motion carried 84 to
20. Beauchesne states: "The House seems 10 have acted rather severely, andit is to be hoped that
the decision then given will not be followed in future as a precedent." The EVENING
TELEGRAM employed a cartoonist William Werthman, who was able to produce a cartoon
almost every day on some political incident in the House of Assembly or outside. I was in several
of these. When I was suspended from the House for two days, the cartoonist had me paddling
around in the large pool installed by the Germans outside the House of Assembly on Military
Road. I found them amusing and charitable. I imagine the Premier felt very differently towards
him.
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The Premier admitted in answer to a question of mine that an of-
ficial from the Auditor General's office was now employed in the
Eckhardt Woollen Mills. Three or four auditors, we learned, had been
seconded to the Department of Economic Development and kept an eye
on the accounting in the offices of the new industries. If that had been
done in the first place, it would have saved a great deal of the money
that had been wasted. If it had been done even in 1954, it would have
saved a lot.
Another matter on which I had something to say was a Bill to give
Frobisher Company Limited two hundred and ninety-eight square miles
in which to carryon prospecting after they had discovered uranium
mineral, outside the several hundred square miles they had already
received from the Government. I always wished to see prospectors
brought in, and I cited figures from Ontario to show that thousands of
prospectors were going into the bush every year in that province and, as
a result, many mines were being found and developed. Although I
argued very strenuously to give Frobisher Company Limited only thir-
teen square miles, my attempt to stop the Government's grant of two
hundred and ninety-eight square miles was not successful.
The Premier failed to make more extended reference to the
Children's Health scheme in the debate on the second reading of the Bill
and in committee, and we also found that the Government had made
very little preparation for putting this policy into effect. It turned out to
have greater problems than had been envisaged. There is no doubt that
the objective of the Government in providing free health care -
medical, dental and optical - was too ambitious and beyond our
means. Such a comprehensive scheme would take years to develop as
there were a hundred and seventy thousand children in Newfoundland
up to the age of sixteen. The Premier admitted he didn't intend to build
a Children's Hospital in St. John's, but would take a wing of the
General Hospital and enlarge it. However, he was going to provide
children's hospitals for Gander and Corner Brook. It is evident that the
Premier didn't think that providing a children's hospital would be any
great problem, but it is a very great problem because children require all
sorts of special care, and there must be many fundamental services set
up in order to give proper treatment to the children who would be com-
ing to the hospital.
It is twenty-eight years since the scheme was introduced and,
although in that period we have - all of us of every age - been given
free medical and surgical care, there is still no general free dental care
for children up to the age of sixteen. The age reached at present is thir-
teen. Patients are required to pay two dollars towards each item of ser-
vice. Great inducements have been offered to students to enter the den-
tal profession. But, probably because of the geography of our province
and because many people live in isolated places or at least far from the
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large centres, only about 60 per cent of the children at the present time
can take advantage of this scheme. The cost in 1980/81 was about five
million dollars. However, according ro information I have received, the
dental program alone did worlds of good for our young people.
When the estimates of the Department of Labour were being con-
sidered, the Premier pointed out that the Workmen's Compensation
Act was truly a tremendous contribution. Strangely enough Mr.
Smallwood again seemed to be under the impression that he had written
this Act himself, or that I had collaborated with him on it. The reader
may recall the circumstances under which the Act was written and
presented to the House of Assembly in 1926 (Volume I, pages 145-7). In
the DAILY GLOBE, of which l.R. Smallwood was the editor in 1926,
there appeared an editorial entitled "Another Promise Smashed." In
that article, after claiming that the Government had been unfaithful in
its promise to introduce the Workmen's Compensation Act, it reads:
"Mr. W.J. Browne, Government member for St. John's West, spent
some time last year drawing up an Act to replace the existing one, but his
labours have gone for nothing thanks to the present decision of the
Government, and ifhe were paid anythingfor his services,3 that money is
absolutely wasted. ...
We credit him with every wish to see such an Act passed, as he has
devoted some time to studying the subject of Workmen's Compensation
in the past few months, and he is a convinced advocate ofa new Act. We
place the blame squarely upon the Government which, in spite of the
prodding which Mr. Browne gave them, refused or neglected to call
together the very commi((ee which it had appointed to draft a new Act. "
I can only attribute the new attitude of Premier to a twist in his
character which made him feel that if a thing was successful he was
responsible for it, but if something failed then either someone else was
responsible or we were forbidden to speak about it.
The Department of Economic Development, of which the Premier
was Minister, came in for the greatest criticism because of the problems
raised by the new industry policy. Mr. Hollett stated that the manager
of the Superior Rubber Company had made an inventory of the
machinery for the new director, Ches Pippy. Now Mr. Pippy was a
great friend of the Premier, so that the Premier must have been aware
of this report describing all the machinery some of which was useless,
and setting values which were often very much lower than the price in-
dicated by Mr. Grube, who had brought the machinery from Germany.
As Mr. Hollett said, Mr. Grube had pulled the wool over the Premier's
eyes. We were also informed that Eckhardt Woollen Mills had brought
out their own architect and builders, and were actually engaged in
working at places in competition with local people in the construction
business. The Premier said he stopped that practice as soon as he
31 was not paid anything for my work in preparinglheAcl.
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became aware of it. In the course of my remarks, I said that the losses
suffered through incompetence and lack of supervision were bad
enough, but that if any corruption should be there it would be ten times
worse, "especially if the Premier - " The Premier then interrupted
with this statement:
"On second thought, I think we will go out and defeat you. I think you
are a menace. I think you are an evil man. I believe we will go out this
time and trim you both provincially and federally. That will punish you
for being evil. I think we will on second thought. I was going to let you
have a seat but I will try otherwise. "
Mr. Speaker:
"Order. These words the Premier just uttered are out oforder and ought
not to be uttered. "
Mr. Browne:
"Mr. Speaker, is the Premier going to withdraw these words? That is the
usual practice. "
Mr. Smallwood:
"I withdraw the honourable gentleman from circulation a little later. "
Mr. Browne:
"Now, Mr. Speaker, I must ask the Premier to withdraw these words. "
Mr. Speaker:
"I think the Premier should withdraw them. "
Mr. Smallwood:
"All right, I will withdraw them and act later. "
The story of the new industries is a sordid one. It has never been
fully told. Of the fifteen industries started on the Avalon Peninsula,
most have either disappeared or began to succeed when they were taken
over by private concerns. The Premier showed signs of some penitence
at the end of the Session. I think he was frightened that our criticism
might affect Newfoundland's standing in the bond market. He admit-
ted that he had profited by his experiences. In regard to the large loans
he had given to the fish companies he asked, "What could I do?"
The last Session before the election of 1956 saw, as might be ex-
pected, no increase in taxes. There was a loan bill of $14 million dollars
passed, bringing the public debt to $52 million. The Premier's methods
of finance were unorthodox. In the necessary election that took place in
November, 1951, the Premier had gone to the country asking for a man-
date for his industrial policy, which he had actually started the previous
year and which was then well advanced. The result of that election was
never in the slightest doubt. In 1956 he had prepared for a bigger ma-
jority in the House of Assembly by increasing the number of seats from
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28 to 36. We could expect to win only four of these.
Everyone recognized that there was no way our party could win
this election of 1956, but I read an article by Harold Horwood who was
for a time editor of the EVENING TELEGRAM, in which he said that
if we didn't win eight seats we wouldn't be worth our salt. I was surpris-
ed at this for he was observing the political scene from close quarters
and should have known better.
Several weeks before the House prorogued we were informed that
the Speaker, Honourable Reginald Sparkes, had been taken ill and pro-
bably wouldn't be back in that Session. Later we learned that he had
gone to the hospital suffering from ulcers. We were all sorry to hear
that news as he was well liked, and we all knew of the difficult time he
had to keep order, when so many points of order were being raised,
especially by the Premier. We were glad later when we learned of his
recovery. His place, in his absence, was taken by John R. Courage, who
had been Chairman of Committee for seven years, and who was a
lawyer. He made a good successor to Mr. Sparkes.
Despite the failure of the industries from a commercial or in-
dustrial standpoint, they had been giving employment and were still giv-
ing employment to a couple of thousand people. Further, the monies
loaned to the fish companies and to the people catering to the tourist
trade had also meant work for more people: no one votes against Santa
Claus unless a more generous Santa Claus comes along. Besides,
Premier Smallwood was a seasoned campaigner and the most active
propagandist in Canada. He didn't have to defend himself or his
Government against the charges we had made against him in the House
of Assembly about the incompetence and inefficiency and dishonesty in
the management of the industries. Most of the constituents were
unaware of them, and only saw the money coming in. It spoke for itself.
Although we criticized the idea of increasing the number of
districts, the Liberals didn't lose any votes because of that policy. After
all, the House of Assembly had thirty-six seats back in 1924 when I was
first a member. The results of the election were inevitable and expected.
To make assurance doubly sure, the Premier produced a pamphlet
called "The Best Eight Years" for circulation to the voters. It was il-
lustrated in three colours, and was an attractive means of propaganda.
The Premier's picture appeared on the cover, and it contained glowing
sections on the advances made by Newfoundland in all fields of
endeavour since 1949.
During the campaign I tried to get a meeting in the Goulds to form
a Road Board, which would be entitled to a grant from the Government
under the legislation we had recently passed. At the meeting we lacked
one member to qualify the Board and, accordingly, we didn't get the
grant. The Premier, however, ignoring the law we had just passed, went
to the Public Works Department and arranged for a small grant to be
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spent to widen a cart road in the Goulds and arranged for my opponent
to have the right to pick the men to be employed. This was done purely
from political motives. I knew most of the workers because they were
friends of mine and some of them signed my nomination papers.
The elections were held on October 2nd, with the expected result.
The Liberal party was returned with thirty-two seats and we had four.
All eleven members of the Cabinet were elected easily in their new
districts. Mr. Courage was elected in Fortune Bay-Hermitage, and
became the Speaker. We had one new member, Gus Duffy, who was
easily elected in St. John's Centre. Jim Higgins was elected in St. John's
East, I was elected in St. John's South, and Malcolm Hollett was
elected in St. John's West by acclamation. It is doubtful if we would
have won that seat if Mr. Smallwood had decided to put a candidate to
run against the Leader of the Opposition.
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Chapter Eleven
Development of St. John's - New Office - New Parish -
Other New Buildings - Basilica Renovation - Sisters ofSer-
vice - Family News - Reading - Stamp Collecting - In-
ternational Crisis - P.e. National Convention - Federal
Election 1957 - Moncton Meeting - Conservative Win
While the House was in session there was little opportunity for
me to take much interest in non-political events. Constituents used to
come to see me in the mornings, the House sat both afternoon and
evening, so any "spare time" I had was spent studying legislation that
would be presented in the House. I had earlier made the suggestion -
and the Premier agreed - that the Opposition have a secretary to help
the few of us who were on the other side, but nothing ever came of this,
at least not while I was there. While he admitted the difficulty the four
Opposition members must be having keeping abreast of the work, Mr.
Smallwood also felt - without sarcasm, he said - that I was too cons-
cientious. He said:
"Sometimes I feel that he has practically no confidence at all in the abili-
ty of the people on this side of the House, and he gives me the impression
if he had not personally studied every leller and every comma and every
clause ofevery Bill- that the crack ofdoom is just around the corner. "
In any event all this work took a great deal of time, and it was
something of a relief for me when the House closed.
The years 1954 and 1955 saw our firm of Browne, Renouf and
Mercer increasing its business. I was able to give it more attention than I
could do when I was a member at Ottawa. We moved our offices from
the foot of Church Hill, where it was only fifty yards to the Court
House, to Queen's Road about a half mile away. We had moved
because the building we were in was old and needed complete renova-
tions or to be demolished and a new one built in its stead. It was the
property of the Renouf family and they decided to sell it. It was bought
by James Halley the lawyer, son of our neighbour of several years,
Thomas P. Halley, who had been practicing law in that building for
nearly forty years. James Halley constructed a modern concrete
building of three stories, and has a dozen lawyers in his firm at present,
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whilst the lower storey has space for two other professional tenants.
The move didn't seem to hurt our business. I think it continued to
improve. Our new building was more modern, and situated in an area
where parking was less of a problem than down near the Court House.
Many changes were taking place in the City. There were now five
radio stations and a television station. We did not yet have a television
at home but would be getting one in the near future. The new university
already had 900 students and their number was sure to increase rapidly.
A lot of houses were built in our area all the way up Rennie's Mill Road
to Carpasian Road, and even beyond. A new parish was being opened
on the grounds of Smithville to take care of the growing population in
that part of the City. It was the church of St. Pius X, now my parish. It
was a small parish then, and I was pleased, for I have always felt that
small parishes were better than big ones, as in a small parish the parish
priest could get to know all his flock. I never imagined at the time that
twenty-five years later my son Billy would be a parish priest there.
Near St. Pius X Church was a new home for the aged, one of the
extensive building projects of Archbishop Skinner. One of the
Archbishop's main projects was the complete renovation and decora-
tion of the interior of the Catholic cathedral, or Basilica as it is now
called. He had the ceiling and much of the walls painted with glowing
colours, the organ refurbished, carpeting was installed and the heating
system upgraded. These were important improvements. I was less en-
thusiastic about the removal from the main altar of the statues of St.
John the Baptist baptizing Christ. There are beautiful stained glass win-
dows in the nave. These were given by men who were prominent in the
liquor business in the nineteenth century. Their names had been ar-
tistically inscribed below the windows. Unfortunately during the
renovations the inscriptions were obliterated. Visitors to the City were
often amazed at the number of people that filled the church.
Mae was pleasantly surprised to learn that Archie McKinnon was
in town. He was the Federal Government engineer in charge of the
Trans-Canada Highway in the Avalon sector. His wife was a first cousin
of Mae. Mae's uncle, James Buckley, lived with them not far from our
own house. One evening during Lent 1 took Mr. Buckley to the Mission
at the Basilica. The church was packed, and hundreds of people were
unable to get seats. Mr. Buckley had never seen such large numbers in a
church. The Redemptorists who gave the mission were great preachers,
who understood that in such a large gathering there are many different
grades of intelligence.
Mae also found some friends amongst the Sisters of Service and
helped them to form a local organization to promote their work -
assisting young women who came to take positions in St. John's and
who had no particular place to stay. A preliminary meeting drew one
hundred and fifty ladies to the home. It was a promising beginning. On
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the approach of Christmas I asked the Superior if I could place a crib in
their garden, facing Queen's Road. Permission was given, so I got Felix
McCarthy and his brother to build a stable with open sides and to cut
out life-size figures of the Child, St. Joseph and Our Lady. We had the
walls of the little structure painted inside to look like stone and the roof
to look as if it had been tiled. The building was 12 feet long and 8 feet
high. We planted three trees in snow, and had pictures of a cow and a
sheep and of the shepherds. We also had a loudspeaker in the back of
the stable, hooked up to a machine in the building occupied by the
Sisters, so that carols could be played. Indirect lighting showed the crib
to good advantage at night.
In my opinion Smallwood's financial policies were damaging the
economy of the province. There was a great deal of unemployment and
many people came to my office looking for assistance. The rate of
social assistance for those out of work and not receiving unemployment
insurance was 10 dollars per adult a month. Each year at Christmas the
Knights of Columbus, the Rotary and some other service clubs gave out
hampers of groceries and meat, but even that would not go very far.
In 1956 my daughter Marjorie and her husband Arthur were still
living in Windsor, Nova Scotia, where Art was plant manager for the
International Gypsum Company. His work now required regular visits
to the Company's head office in Chicago. Art was a family man who
didn't like to be away from his home so much. He was offered a promo-
tion if he would go to Chicago, but he preferred to live in Nova Scotia.
As they now had four children, Thomas, Madeleine, Sheila and Jamie,
they had to make an important decision about the future. They sold
their home in Windsor and took an apartment for a while, but eventual-
ly they moved to Halifax. Art had a brother there who was in business
selling pumps and other industrial machinery. Art had decided to go in-
to a similar business dealing with engineering supplies on his own, and
also to act as a consultant. Besides, there were better schools and other
amenities in Halifax, and both Arthur and Marjorie had many friends
in the Capital.
Madeleine and John Murphy were now living in their new home on
Waterford Avenue. They also had four children - two girls, Michelle
and Moya, and two boys Christopher and Sean. John had given up the
work at the Telephone Company, and was engaged in a catering
business.
Billy had now been eleven years in the Jesuit Order and would be
ordained priest, if all went well, in 1958. He was living at the old
seminary near the Union Railway Station in Toronto. He continued to
practise at the piano and organ, and went to hear as many concerts as he
could. He also took a large part in organizing entertainments with the
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other seminarians. I was once invited to speak there about New-
foundland.
At this time he began to learn German and Hebrew, but he also
wanted to study French in depth. He emphasized to me his opinion that
the children in the schools in St. John's should begin to learn French in
the second grade, as is done in the Province of Quebec where the
French-speaking children start to learn English at that time.
Billy was allotted a room in the Seminary, and had it cleaned up
and painted and made comfortable to be used as a language room,
where he and his friends carried on without a teacher, using records to
help them master the languages. As the time for exams approached,
however, he dropped the languages until these were over.
He was sent to Notre Dame University at South Bend, Indiana, for
a six-weeks' course on the liturgy. Some of the lecturers, brought there
from France, were already famous in Europe for their writings. Billy
found that a good knowledge of French was necessary to be able to read
the French material.
He told me that his fellow seminarians (probably because of my be-
ing in politics) seemed to be more interested in the politics of New-
foundland than those of any other place. They were continually asking
Billy for information, especially when our much-travelled Premier was
giving interviews to the press in so many places. My opinion on the mat-
ters given in the interviews was generally asked.
Peter's letters from Paris and from Vienna were full of news about
music and concerts and plays and art exhibitions he visited. He was
making recordings for the C.B.C., and also giving concerts in Paris and
other French towns. At Chambrey his concert went particularly well,
and he was asked to stay and help adjudicate a musical competition. His
father-in-law, Mr. Tercinet, had several brothers and sisters there, and
they seemed to be influential people. In Paris he was helped by friends
at the Canadian Embassy, especially Mr. H. Davis who was then
Counsellor, and Mr. Garneau, the first secretary. On July 14th, Peter's
wife Michele gave birth to a baby girl. It was Bastille Day, the National
holiday of France, so when Michele's father was taking Peter and his
wife to the hospital, they were accompanied during a part of the ride by
several hundred mounted republican guards in their red and blue
uniforms and plumed helmets.
The baby was christened Pascale Mary Frani;oise. She was the first
grandchild for Mr. and Mrs. Tercinet, who were very happy over the
event. It was my tenth grandchild. Peter wired us the news on Sunday;
everyone was happy.
Edward continued to work at Argentia during the winter, but dur-
ing the spring of 1956 he wanted to get away for a while. In his new car
with his friend Jed Gamberg, a left-handed baseball pitcher, for com-
pany, he went to Florida, then up through Chicago and Toronto before
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coming home. Ed had been a great traveller and this was only one ex-
tended journey of many. In the fall of 1956, Edward entered the
Physical Education department of Memorial University as an
undergraduate.
Despite my busy schedule, I made every effort to keep up with
some reading. Among the authors I found interesting and profitable
were Jacques Maritain, Christopher Dawson and of course, Hilaire
Belloc whose Restoration of Property I regarded as a classic. Since the
establishment and fostering of social justice seemed to me to be the
main object of any Government, I looked to these authors and others
for guidance. I remember about this time especially enjoying George
Boyle's book on Father Tompkins. He was formerly a professor at St.
Francis Xavier University, but he was sent to a parish because he was
felt to be too dangerous to be on the faculty! In his parish he developed
the Study Club Movement which became the Adult Education for
Social Action.
. I had long been interested in stamp collecting. It was Bert Loveys
and his neighbour Clyde Rose on Gilbert Street who got me started on
this when I was at school. So many countries were now printing great
numbers of stamps for collectors that it became impossible to have
more than a specialized collection. Peter sent me many of the current
stamps from Austria and France, and I had correspondents in several
other countries with whom I exchanged stamps. Even my Chinese
friends, when they learned of my interest in philately, presented me with
stamps from China and Hong Kong. The ones that interested me most
though, the older and more valuable Newfoundland stamps, were get-
ting very hard to find, and very expensive, too. I developed a special in-
terest in Vatican stamps.
I had given up salmon fishing by now, and I must say that there
seemed to be fewer fish in the rivers because of overfishing by commer-
cial fishermen. Father Mike Kennedy had had two heart attacks and he,
too, had to stop fishing. Most of my fishing had been done in his com-
pany. I remember one time many years ago, when he was temporary
pastor at Torbay, he had caught some nice trout in one of the ponds on
the North Side. He phoned me and told me the good news, and we ar-
ranged for an evening's fishing. Mr. C. lent us his boat. We caught
nothing, although we saw Mr. Brophy in another boat making frequent
catches.
When we told Mr. C. he said,
"You should be here with a southwest wind."
When we went back in a southwest wind and failed to catch anything,
he said:
"It's the wrong time of day; you should be here early in the morning."
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When we arrived at sunrise but still hadn't caught anything after hours
of fishing, he said the day was too bright.
"Come when it's a bit cloudy, or even when there is some fog. "
We came the next foggy day and when he saw we were still unsuccessful,
Mr. C. suggested that we try Whitrod Pond nearby, where there were
"plenty of trout, and big ones too." We tried Whitrod Pond with no
better luck, and our advisor remarked that the water was too still.
"You need a nice lop on the pond."
We gave up then, and took our fishing elsewhere. The funny thing was
that Father Mike really had caught some beautiful trout at that first
pond on the North Side.
Nineteen hundred and fifty-six was a troubled year internationally.
First there was the Hungarian uprising in 1956. The people rose against
the Communist oppressors and shook off the Russian yoke even if only
for a few days. The Russian armies withdrew temporarily, but only to
regroup.
During the brief interlude, Cardinal Mindszenty made a radio ad-
dress on November 3rd, 1956. He thanked all those nations sympathiz-
ing with his country's struggle. In part he said:
".... and now, our entire position is decided by the fact that the Rus-
sian empire of 200,000,000 intends to down the military force standing
within our frontiers. Radio announcements say that this military force is
growing. We are neutral, we give the Russian empire no cause for blood-
shed. But has the idea not occurred to the leader of the Russian empire
that we will respect the Russian people far more if it doesn't oppress us.
It is only an enemy people which is attacked by another country. We ha-
ven't attacked Russia, and sincerely hope that the withdrawal ofRussian
military forces from our country will soon occur.
The fight for freedom was fought because the nation wanted to decide
freely on how it should live. It wants to be free to decide about the
management of its state and the use of its labour. The people themselves
will not permit this fact to be distorted to the advantage of some
unauthorized powers or hidden motives. We need new elections at which
every party can nominate. "
Thousands of refugees fled across the border into Austria, many of
them eventually making their way into the United Kingdom, the United
States, and Canada. A group of thirty-seven stopped in St. John's
enroute to Toronto. We saw some of them during their brief stay here.
We had several of them into our house for dinner. They were fine, in-
telligent men and women. They were well-educated and musical, and
each had a trade. They seemed to know all the latest tunes that we were
hearing in Canada. What suprised me most about them though, was
that they all wanted to eat fish. I suppose that they, like most Euro-
peans, thought of Newfoundland as 'the land of the cod.' They were
disappointed with the turkey we gave them for dinner.
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The Russians counterattacked first with their airplanes, then with
their tanks and guns, and suppressed the revolution with extreme
brutality. They installed a new president, Kadar, who was a Communist
and did the will of Russia. Later that year Khruschev came to Hungary,
and stated that the revolution was put down by Russia, and it would be
put down again in the same way whether it was in Hungary or anywhere
else - that he wouldn't stand for Fascists to rise against the workers of
a socialist state.
Then there was the attack made by Israel against the Egyptians,
who were joined by Britain and France because of the dispute over the
seizure of the Suez Canal by President Nasser of Egypt. Great damage
was done, and Nasser sank ships to block the Canal. However, the
French and British retreated and the United Kingdom abandoned its
military stance in the Middle East as they no longer needed it for troop
movements. In addition the super tankers carrying oil were much too
big to go through the Canal. The United States was opposed to the at-
tack by Great Britain and France on Egypt, and it was largely on ac-
count of his efforts at the United Nations at this particular time that
Mr. Pearson was given the Nobel Prize for peace.
In late November Mae went to Toronto with three other members
)f the local. Red Cross organization to attend the annual general
meeting. She met Billy while she was there and took him out for a meal.
A.fter the meeting was over, she went to Ottawa, where she stayed with
Iler friends Mr. and Mrs. Jack Stratton until I came up with the P.e.
jelegation from Newfoundland on or about the 10th of December. The
"iational Convention was made necessary by the grave illness of George
Drew, who had developed a serious sickness after the strenuous days of
:he famous Pipeline debate, when the Liberals used the closure to put
:hrough the Trans-Canada Pipeline Bill.
Some of the Liberals used to say to me from time to time when I
.¥as first a Member that we would never win while George Drew was
Leader. After his grave illness, from which he recovered because of his
~obust constitution, he was warned by his doctor that he must resign the
eadership of the Progressive Conservative Party. When the Liberals
leard that Diefenbaker was likely to run, they said we'd be making a
nistake in having him, although they had praised him before in
Jreference to George Drew. There were three candidates for the leader-
;hip: E. Davie Fulton, generally called Davie, the youthful member
from Kamloops, who was then forty years of age; the second candidate
.¥as Don Fleming, the member for Eglinton, who was ten years older;
:he third candidate was John Diefenbaker, who was the favourite. He
lad been a Member since 1940 and was regarded as the most effective
jebater on the Opposition side of the House. He was a great storyteller,
md had a fund of good stories that amused his audiences at election
:imes and even, on occasion, in the House.
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Our delegation to the convention included Gus Duffy and his wife,
Malcolm Hollett, Mrs. Rowsell and Pierce Fudge from Corner Brook,
Jim Reader, Otto Byrne, Mary Whitten, Kathleen Ayre, Annie
Buckley, my wife and myself and others.
The National Convention was a very exciting affair. It was held in
the Ottawa Colosseum where fourteen hundred delegates were ex-
pected. It was the first time a convention of this sort was to be televised.
There was much lobbying on the part of the supporters of the can-
didates.
Analyses of the chances of the various candidates and their com-
parative strength in each Province appeared in all the newspapers.
There was no doubt in the minds of the Newfoundland delegation that
they would vote for John Diefenbaker. He was the best known of the
three candidates. Besides, George Hees had been to St. John's several
times. George was a jovial, good-natured man who threw his weight
behind John Diefenbaker.
Gordon Churchill from Manitoba was one of those who tried to
make a realistic appraisal of John Diefenbaker's chances of winning the
federal election due in 1957. It would be easy to calculate the West.
There was a Progressive Conservative Premier Roblin in Manitoba; in
New Brunswick in the East, Hugh John Flemming had been the Conser-
vative Premier since 1952; and Bob Stanfield had just been elected a
month or two before in Nova Scotia, with twenty-four members to
nineteen for the Liberals. These changes indicated a trend in two areas,
the Maritimes and the Prairies.
Mr. Diefenbaker had been very popular since his first election in
1940, and although he was the only P.C. member elected from Saskat-
chewan in 1953, it was very probable that he would win other seats if he
ran as the leader of the party. With the help of Premier Frost of On-
tario, his chances of winning more seats in that province than George
Drew had gained in 1953 seemed very good. Quebec was the big ques-
tion. In 1953, we had won four seats there. Diefenbaker would pro-
bably gain some there. Gordon Churchill estimated that Diefenbaker
could win more seats in the country than the Liberals, and would be
able to form a minority government. Similar analysis of the other can-
didates showed that they could not expect results equal to those
predicted for Diefenbaker. Leon Balcer of the province of Quebec
thought of running for the leadership but decided in the end not to run.
Henri Courtemanche - also from Quebec - was supporting Donald
Fleming, and was one of those who nominated him. Hugh John Flemm-
ing, the Premier of New Brunswick, nominated John Diefenbaker.
General Pearkes from British Columbia seconded the nomination.
Some of the delegates from the Province of Quebec complained because
John Diefenbaker didn't get someone from their province either to
nominate him or second his nomination. It was reported from a caucus
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meeting of the Quebec delegates that they were going to withhold their
votes on the first ballot, but there were some very strong supporters like
Colonel Pierre Sevigny, who intended to vote for John Diefenbaker. I
remember seeing Mrs. Josie Quart with her label on, saying, "I like
John," and, of course, she intended to vote for him. So there could be
many people from that province who would support John Diefenbaker
in any case.
In 1956 Charlotte Whitton was the Mayor of Ottawa, and she
delivered the first address, welcoming all the delegates to Ottawa and
wishing them success in their convention. She was well known as a
strong Conservative.
John Diefenbaker won the election at the National Convention on
the first ballot, by a vote of 774 out of 1,284. It was the first National
Convention attended by a delegation from Newfoundland. After he
was elected Leader, John and his wife held a reception in the Opposi-
tion Caucus Room. We went to see them and to congratulate him. He
asked me to be a candidate for him in the coming election. I said,
"They want me down there." He said, "We want you up here." I
remember his acceptance speech when he said, "We have an appoint-
ment with destiny." It was a thrilling moment. There was new life in the
Conservative party as the members began preparation for the election in
1957. I myself was very interested in the invitation I had received to run
again in St. John's West in the federal election.
Mae wanted me to run again because if I won it would mean that
we would be able to return to Ottawa, probably for several years. I felt
that since I had just been elected provincially for the second time since
1953, I could not very well run for a seat in the House of Commons
unless there was a kind of draft movement for me to run. Mr.
Smallwood had strongly urged me to run; he said that I should be in the
House of Commons and that I would be elected easily. He gave me to
understand that his candidate, Jim Power, would be no obstacle. I was
persuaded to run, and a nomination meetng was organized for April
30th at the Star Hall by Otto Byrne. Otto was our party's most en-
thusiastic supporter at that time. There was a large attendance. I was
nominated by Miss Kathleen Ayre. Otto seconded the nomination.
There were two other nominations: Ernest Chafe, a retired refrigeration
engineer and George Broomfield, a grocer. I was chosen on the first
ballot. Some one moved to make it unanimous, and this was done. I
made a speech in which I said:
"/ have one desire - to see Newfoundland prosper, - and one ambi-
tion - to see that desire fulfilled. / shall fight personally to see that we
get better terms from Ottawa under the Royal Commission that will be
conducting hearings during the next year, and do all that / can to con-
vince our party of the justice of our case. "
A reporter from the EVENING TELEGRAM asked me when I in-
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tended to resign from the House of Assembly. I said, "I shall not resign
until I have to." Accordingly, I continued to sit in the House,
sometimes with only Jim Higgins with me. I spoke on nearly every bill
that came before the House.
At this time the reserves of money held in Ottawa were beginning
to run out. The industries did not bring in the expected income - quite
the contrary - so Premier Smallwood was counting on two things: the
wealth from the iron ore mines in Labrador; and an increase in money
from Ottawa. Unfortunately the Labrador mining development was
delayed for at least another year, and it could be expected that the joint
Newfoundland-Federal Royal Commission on Term 29 would take at
least six months to come up with any tangible results. The Government
in St. John's was finding it hard to raise the loan which had been voted
the previous year.
I stopped going to my law office on May 14th, but I stayed on as a
member of the House until the 23rd. On that day, Thursday, I made my
farewell speech. It was a long speech. Here is an extract from it:
"Now, Mr. Speaker, I realize that in addition to the Premier's popularity
on account of these things [the social services he had brought in] that he
has knowledge, he has ability, he has industry, he has energy, initiative.~'
Mr. Smallwood:
"Don't go too far. "
Mr. Browne:
"These are all important factors in his career - the simplicity and clarity
in his ideas, his ability for quick repartee, his resourcefulness and thefact
that he was always something novel and interesting to say has made him,
I think, the ideal man for the reporters to quote - so it is that when he
went to the Federal Provincial Conference on many occasions it was the
Premier of Newfoundland who always stole the show - and right up to
just a couple of weeks ago.
. . . . However, Mr. Speaker, when I say these things I am still conscious
of the Premier's faults - If I may be pardoned for making this personal
reference to him; his imagination is perhaps too vivid, his enthusiasm for
his ideas carried him too far; his confidence in strangers that he meets
casually is too unjustifiable; hisfaith in Royal Commissions is 100 firm.
I think he has been too impatient to get things done - he was not
satisfied at all to wait patiently to see the country grow - These ideas
were all right as long as the money lasted, but when the money was gone
then it is another question - Now, as the Minister ofFinance says - we
are entering on a new phase in this province and I sympathized with the
Minister yesterday - the only assistance that he was getting from Ottawa
was $1,400,000, apart from the $16,300,000 under the tax rental agree-
ment - I realize it is impossible, just impossible, to balance a budget,
and a budget is not balanced; on paper yes, but actually it could not be
balanced with that amount of assistance, considering the manner in
which the civil service has developed and the services required by this
province which have grown in the meantime. "
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Speaking about my resignation, I said:
"I think it was the hardest decision I have ever had to make in my life -
and if I can be a lillIe irreverent for a moment to tell a story like the story
of the man at church - One night when the clergyman was preaching
about the beauties of Heaven and the terrors of Hell, when he painted
the terrible picture of the damned for all eternity and the happiness ofthe
other place, he said: 'all those in favour of going to Hell stand up'-
Nobody stood up. Then he asked 'all in favour ofgoing to Heaven' and
all stood up except one. The clergyman said - 'You do not want to go to
Hell I understand - Why do you not want to go to Heaven?' 'Because,'
he said, 'I am perfectly happy here.' So, Mr. Speaker, I have been very
happy here, and I have been very interested in the work here; and I
regret that I have to part with it now and have to resign..
. . . . I am resigning because I feel that this question of thefinancial terms
is so important that I would like to be in Ollawa when the report of the
Royal Commission is coming up. I have not got the confidence that the
Premier has in what may come from the report of the Royal Commis-
sion. I hope he is right. I hope that his optimistic prognostications and
expectations of the contents of that report will be amply justified - but
there are two situations that might occur there - can possibly occur - If
the Conservative Party is elected, for example, what will be the attitude
of the Conservatives? Well, I would like to say I was instrumental the
other day at a meeting of the candidates of the Conservative Party of the
Atlantic Provinces in getting a resolution passed that Newfoundland's
just claims for improvement of the financial terms would be given due
recognition. It seems to me ifour party is returned to power, if I have the
honour of being elected to represent the district that I am now con-
testing, and entering the House of Commons, I would be able to guide
my colleagues and they would depend upon me to advise them of what
the just claims of Newfoundland would be; and I would do all that I
could to promote and protect the best interests of Newfoundland. "
I must have gone on for another half hour, at least, and I finished
up this way:
"I should like to say that personally I believe that I have a great many
friends amongst members ofboth sides of the House, and I would like to
add finally that although I am resigning now, in case I should not be
elected I am always ready and willing to perform any services which may
be for the benefit of Newfoundland. "
(Applause from both sides of the House)
The Premier said:
"May I say on behalf of the House generally that we appreciate very
much the speech that we have just heard from the honourable and learn-
ed member for St. John's South. In a sense we will miss him here, and in
another sense we will be glad he is gone, but with both emotions we will
feel we cannot from this side wish him luck in his venture because it is
our duty as Liberals - but we will miss him here in this Chamber. "
Members of the House of Assembly must have thought that I was
overconfident in thinking that I could stay in the House of Assembly
until the 23rd of May, which was only eighteen days away from polling
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day. However, I had a short campaign in 1949 and got elected, and I ex-
pected to do the same thing on this occasion.
A few weeks before, I had gone to Ottawa for a meeting of the
P.c. National Committee. Whom should I meet there but our friend
John C. Doyle. I met him at the office of Allister Grosart, who at that
time was managing the campaign for John Diefenbaker. John C. Doyle
told me that Smallwood's doctor had advised him to try and get me out
of the House because, if he didn't, he (the Premier) would be likely to
suffer a stroke from the temper he used to get in from my criticisms.
Allister Grosart had been the secretary of the Canadian Javelin Com-
pany and therefore was well known to John C. Doyle, but when he took
over the campaign, he resigned from Canadian Javelin.
THE ELECTION OF 1957
The DAILY NEWS of May 25th carried the news of my tendering
my resignation to the Lieutenant Governor Sir Leonard Outerbridge the
previous day. There also was an article on my last speech in the House
of Assembly. I was nominated on the 24th of May before Joseph
Fitzgibbon, the Returning Officer. Those nominating me were: Ronald
Ayre; Frank McNamara; Otto Byrne; Oughterson Whiteway; A. M.
Duffy, MHA for St. John's Center; George Ding, a Chinese electrical
engineer; Patrick Crotty; Jack MacDonald of Kilbride; James Stack of
Petty Harbour; James Young of Point Verde, and Wilfred Sullivan of
Placentia.
They were all strong supporters of our party. Ott Whiteway was
not really reconciled to my leaving provincial politics, especially when it
was announced that a bye-election was to be held for St. John's South
- my district - on June 18th, so that if I should be defeated, I
couldn't get back into the House of Assembly for another three or four
years. However, I felt very confident that I was going to be elected as I
had been in 1949. Already the Gallup polls were indicating a swing to
Diefenbaker, whose name and photograph were to be emphasized in-
stead of the awkward name of our party. Diefenbaker's name was
already well known in central and western Canada. It was to become
better known in the Atlantic Provinces as he campaigned in that region.
An analysis of the vote in the 1956 Provincial Election showed that
in the six districts in my riding, a majority of over 1,200 votes had been
won by the Liberals. This I would have to overcome. In St. John's East
a majority of votes had gone to our party.
Jim Higgins conducted an aggressive campaign in the urban sec-
tions of St. John's East and in St. John's East Extern. His brother Gor-
don had been a popular figure there, just as his father had been. Jim
proved to be of great assistance in introducing Jim McGrath to the
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voters of St. John's East and Bell Island. Jim McGrath's people came
from Colliers in Harbour Main District; he had relatives and friends in
that part of the riding.
Jim Higgins, in the course of his speeches, observed that the
Premier was not taking as prominent a part in this election as he had
done in previous elections. The Premier did welcome Prime Minister St.
Laurent and at a public meeting asked the audience to vote Liberal. He
did not however, go out on the hustings, or send his Ministers and some
public officials like Oliver Vardy out to help the Liberal candidates.
CJON radio station favoured them, however. It looked as if Premier
Smallwood had realized that Diefenbaker was a more popular figure
than George Drew had been. Allister Grosart, our party manager, con-
centrated on keeping the name of John Diefenbaker continually before
the electors. It was a very clever idea and it paid off. I used the argu-
ment in my talks, of our party having representation in Ottawa. My
constituents knew that I had been instrumental in having an improve-
ment in almost every settlement in my riding. As far as Term 29 was
concerned, if our party should form a Government, and we felt that was
going to be the case, Newfoundland would have to have a represen-
tative in the Cabinet.
The Royal Commission had been appointed by the Federal
Government on February 21st, 1957. They were Honourable John B.
McNair, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of New Brunswick, who
had been Liberal Premier of that province for twelve years prior to
1952; Honourable Sir Albert Walsh, Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court of Newfoundland; and John J. Deutsch of Vancouver, B.C. Mr.
Deutsch was an educator and an economist. Newfoundland's represen-
tative was an able man, a wise judge, and had already shown his ability
as a negotiator in the discussion settling the final terms of confederation
which had been a substantial financial improvement over the first offer
from Prime Minister Mackenzie King.
More persons are available to enter provincial politics than there
are to enter the federal field because, for most people the move to Ot-
tawa for four years entails greater disruption of family life and business
activity than does attending the comparatively short sitting of the
House of Assembly in St. John's. As I had already been a Member at
Ottawa for four years, it was understandable that I would be the choice
of our party for St. John's West.
Sometime during the spring of 1953 a young man, Jim McGrath,
came to my law office on Queen's Road and told me he wanted to be a
candidate in the federal election in June. He said that since I wished to
contest St. John's West (my previous riding), he would like to run in St.
John's East. I was in agreement with this arrangement. Moreover I was
impressed by Jim. Although he was only twenty-five years of age it was
evident that he was a man of character who would surely make his mark
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as a candidate. At the time of his election Jim was the youngest member
in the House of Commons.
The absence of any great party support for the Liberal candidates
in St. John's East and West made campaigning a comparatively easy
matter. Newfoundland had changed in many ways since 1949. The daily
newspapers now had local and foreign correspondents. There were five
radio stations with news on the hour and on the half hour. The people
of Newfoundland outside St. John's were much better informed now
than they were in 1949. Through the radio they could hear John Diefen-
baker. He made a favourable impression. I remember meeting a man
who had been to one of his meetings in St. John's. He said to me, "I
like that man, he is sincere." This was the way he was regarded. His
good looks, his witty and humourous speeches made people listen to his
arguments. He claimed to have been elected leader despite the opposi-
tion of the rich money barons of Bay Street in Toronto, the financial
centre of Canada.
On one evening in June in the 1957 campaign in St. John's West,
supporters of my opponent Jim Power placed copies of Jim's picture on
nearly every electric lighLpole on LeMarchant Road in St. John's. I was
later told that they were all removed during that night. I was surprised
by one of my supporters, a man older than myself, telling me how he
had gone around at 2 a.m. with a ladder, methodically removing all the
pictures.
We had two visits from John Diefenbaker during the campaign. A
few days before each visit a member of the central organization for the
party came to St. John's to see about the arrangements. He told us that
in one constituency in Ontario, the committee in a certain town had
phoned everyone inviting them to a meeting at which John Diefenbaker
would speak. Otto Byrne heard this. "Give me a telephone directory,"
he said. He took it home and divided up the pages, and distributed them
amongst his friends and got them to do as the Conservatives had done
in an Ontario town. Whether it was due to this method or not, John
Diefenbaker's meeting on that occasion was well attended.
My campaign was almost identical with my previous campaigns,
holding meetings in all the settlements and canvassing as much as possi-
ble both in the City and in places where the houses were scattered. I
can't remember meeting my opponent once during this campaign. He
had told me in 1953 that he did not intend to run. He must have been
persuaded very strongly by the Premier and promised to get his job
back if he was defeated. As I went around the district I found a big
change since the previous election. In one settlement where I had dif-
ficulty in getting a place to stay, the manager of the hotel whispered to
me that he had word from St. John's to help me every way he could.
This hotel also had a license to sell liquor - a sure sign of a Liberal sup-
porter.
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The DAILY NEWS gave us no support in this election. The Editor
was Albert Perlin, who was on the Royal Commission which the
Premier had appointed to prepare Newfoundland's case for the Federal
Royal Commission on Term 29. On the day of the election the editorial
went out on a limb and speculated on the result:
"The Conservatives will probably gain many seats but the Liberals will
win the election again. "
Mr. Blair Fraser of Maclean's Magazine went one better. Assuming the
Liberals would win, he wrote an article in the magazine stating:
"The election of 1957 is now over and the Liberals have won again. "
These people were supposed to be wise men.
In 1956, the National Convention Committee on Policy had
drafted a series of resolutions for the party's platform in the coming
election, but Mr. Diefenbaker did not publish them as a manifesto all at
the one time. This would have tied his hands. It would also give a large
target for the Liberals to shoot at, or a chance to better the promises.
Instead, our Leader released his policy as he went along. In this way he
received a succession of headlines, that kept his name more prominently
before the public than Mr. St. Laurent who was generally conducting a
less aggressive and more of a defensive campaign. Similarly, our can-
didates in Newfoundland were able to get support from the national
party for our local policies. Mr. Diefenbaker stated that if he were
elected as Prime Minister, he would call a federal-provincial conference
to consider a new tax arrangement. The effect of this was to upstage
Term 29 which, although of the utmost importance, might not be as
beneficial in the short term as the help that was to come from such a
new policy.
I heard Mr. Diefenbaker make a statement which he used in his
final appeal to the nation, as he asked voters of all parties to support
him. He said:
"Sometime in the future 1might be wrong, but 1'II never be on the side of
wrong, and the party, as long as I am its leader, will not be on the side of
wrong. "
Here is a comparison of the voting in St. John's East and West in
1953 and 1957:
St. John's East
1953
Fraser (Lib.) 8,310
Higgins (P.c.) 6,691
Cashin (Ind.) 4,459
Fraser 1,619 (maj.)
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1957
McGrath (P.c.) 10,312
Fraser (Lib.) 9,073
McGrath 1,239 (maj.)
St. John's West
1953
Power (Lib.) 9,965
Browne (P .c.) 9,025
Power 940 (maj.)
1957
Browne (P .c.) 10,539
Power (Lib.) 8,449
Thoms (C.C.F.) 321
Browne 2,090 (maj.)
The P .C. vote in Newfoundland increased by almost 10 per cent while
the Liberal vote declined by 5 per cent.
Nationwide, the three parties on the Opposition side received 56.2
per cent of the votes, an increase of 10 per cent. The number of Conser-
vative members rose from 51 to 112.
The DAILY NEWS, which, in its editorial of June 10th, an-
ticipated a Liberal victory, printed a large red banner headline on Tues-
day, June 11th:
LIBERALS SWAMPED
BROWNE AND McGRATH ELECTED IN ST. JOHN'S
Our party enjoyed the sweet taste of victory for the first time in
twenty-seven years. John Diefenbaker, at the age of sixty-two, became
Prime Minister of Canada. His long time ambition and his mother's
prophecy, made long before, were at last fulfilled. The party had gained
a great victory in the sense that the party vote had been considerably in-
creased and the Liberal majorities had declined by exactly the same
percentage. In many constituencies our candidates had increased their
majorities by thousands. The Liberals lost 65 seats including those of
nine cabinet ministers. It was a mass repudiation of the Liberal Govern-
ment's policies.
The Conservatives had many advantages over the Liberals in the
1957 election. In the Atlantic Provinces, Dalton Camp, whom Pro-
fessor Meisel called "one of the most brilliant public relations experts,"
served as a catalyst and united our forces in a co-operative effort. A
conference of thirty-one of our candidates met in Moncton, New
Brunswick. They were glowing with enthusiasm and exuding con-
fidence. I was surprised later to find an error in Dalton Camp's book
Gentlemen Players and Politicians, where he described this meeting and
wrote:
"Bill Browne, one of fhe fwo who had come from Newfoundland could
only add fhaf no Federal Conservafive had ever been elecfed in his pro-
vince. "
It wasn't possible for me to say that, as Gordon Higgins and I had
been elected in Newfoundland in 1949 and were in the House of Com-
mons with George Drew from 1949-1953. It would have been correct to
say we hadn't elected a P.C. in the election of 1953. Anyway, that elec-
tion of 1957 showed the benefit of organization in the Atlantic Pro-
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vinces as well as in other parts of the nation. I never met Dalton Camp
before, but I don't think that he was very familiar with what went on in
Ottawa between 1949 and 1953. He was very active in New Brunswick
and was, I'm sure, a very efficient public relations man in a political
campaign. We won twenty-one seats in the Atlantic Provinces in 1957
compared to five our party had elected in 1953, and seven in 1949. The
campaign in the Atlantic Provinces was largely conducted according to
the ideas of Dalton Camp. As Allister Grosart told him:
"/t's your show. Get on with it."
We must remember, however, that the overriding influence on the
results was John Diefenbaker's magical oratory, which Eastern voters
were hearing for the first time at close hand.
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Chapter Twelve
Back to Ottawa - New Government - Swearing in
Ceremony - Minister without Portfolio - McNair Royal
Commission on Term 29 - Queen Opens Parliament - Col-
ombo Plan Conference - Menzies' Invaluable Assistance -
The Azores - Malta - Basra - Bombay - Saigon - Con-
ference - Visit Dalat - Ceylon - New Delhi - Pakistan -
Beirut - Paris - Return via St. John's
After the election I had a couple of days in St. John's. I visited my
friends and supporters and fixed up my law business and then I went off
to Ottawa to attend an annual meeting of Canadian Rhodes Scholars. I
would also be able to meet our Leader and watch the transfer of power
from the Liberals to our party.
The swearing in of Mr. Diefenbaker as Prime Minister and of the
sixteen Cabinet Ministers took place at Rideau Hall, official residence
of the Governor General Vincent Massey, on June 21st, 1957. In a
quiet, almost private but memorable ceremony, His Excellency had Mr.
Diefenbaker and the new cabinet ministers swear upon the Bible the
oath for Privy Councillors. Here is mine:
"You, William Joseph Browne, do solemnly promise and swear that you
will serve Her Majesty truly and faithfully in the Place ofHer Council in
this Her Majesty's Dominion of Canada, you will keep close and secret
all such matters as shall be treated, debated and resolved on in Privy
Council, without publishing or disclosing the same or any part thereof,
by word, writing, or any otherwise to any Person ou! of the same Coun-
cil, but to such only as be of the Council, and yet if any matter so pro-
pounded, treated and debated in any such Privy Council, shall touch any
particular Person, sworn of the same Council upon any such matter as
shall in any wise concern his Loyalty and Fidelity to the Queen's Majes-
ty, you will in no wise open the same to him, but keep it secret, as you
would from any Person, until the Queen's Majesty's pleasure be known
in that behalf You will in all things to be moved, treated and debated in
any such Privy Council, faithfully, honestly and truly declare your mind
and opinion to the honour and benefit of the Queen's Majesty, and the
good of Her Subjects without partiality or exception of persons, in no
wise forbearing so to do from any manner of respect, favour, love, need,
displeasure, or dread of any Person or Persons whatsoever. In general
you will be vigilant, diligent, and circumspect in all your doings touching
the Queen's Majesty's affairs; all which Mailers and Things you will
faithfully observe and keep, as a good Councillor ought to do to the ut-
most of your power, will and discretion.
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SO HELP YOU GOD"
It is an impressive oath even if it is not always followed to the letter by
all the Ministers.
In order, the Cabinet consisted of the Prime Minister John Diefen-
baker, and the Cabinet members with their portfolios:
Howard Green Public Works
Donald Fleming Finance
A. J. Brooks National Health and Welfare
George Hees Transport
Leon Balcer Solicitor General of Canada
G. R. Pearkes National Defence
Gordon Churchill Trade and Commerce
E. Davie Fulton Justice & Attorney General
George Nowlan National Revenue
D. S. Harkness Agriculture
Ellen Fairclough Secretary of State for Canada
Angus MacLean Fisheries
Michael Starr Labour
W. M. Hamilton Postmaster General
Jim Macdonnell Minister without Portfolio
W. J. Browne Minister without Portfolio
In August Paul Comtois became Minister of Mines and Technical
Surveys. Thus, there were three Ministers from Quebec: Leon Balcer,
William Hamilton, and Paul Comtois.
Cabinet at swearing in
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Before he became Prime Minister, I had always found Mr. Diefen-
baker very polite and interested, even if somewhat overpowering. The
day the Cabinet was sworn in, I was the last to be interviewed by him.
He offered me the position of Parliamentary Assistant to one of the
Ministers or the position of Minister without Portfolio. I was surprised.
Besides, when it came to a question of salary, a Minister without Port-
folio did not receive nearly as much as a Minister with a Department. I
pointed out, moreover, that a Minister without Portfolio in the Govern-
Author with Mae and His Excellency the Right Honourable Vincent Massey, C.H.,
Governor General of Canada (1952-1959)
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ment of the Province of Quebec was receiving a higher salary than that
which he offered me and Mr. Macdonnell.
I realized, of course, that a Prime Minister or Premier has a free
hand in picking his Cabinet and something he had to keep in mind was
the next election which might take place any time, even within a year.
He would want to gain more seats from the Province of Quebec. I was
the only member of the Cabinet who had previously been a member of a
Government. I felt that Mr. Diefenbaker was making a mistake in not
giving a ministerial post to the Newfoundland member of the Cabinet.
Such a position would carry more political weight in our province, and
could well have meant more Conservative members would be elected
from there. Nevertheless, I accepted the position of Minister without
Portfolio.
As I was now a member of the Privy Council, I was given a special
private office in the East Block, close to the Prime Minister's office and
near the Department of External Affairs. The Cabinet Room was also
on the same floor in this building.
I was pretty busy arranging for the transfer of our family from St.
John's to Ottawa, and as I would likely be here for a long time, finding
a suitable tenant for our house in St. John's. Whilst we were in New-
foundland, Mae had let her house in Ottawa to some of the officials of
the Czechoslovakian delegation. Now we had to give them notice that
we would want to live there. While waiting for Mae's house to be
vacated, I stayed at the Beacon Arms Hotel and when Mae came she
stayed there for a while too. Margot earlier was a student at the Univer-
sity of Ottawa, but during the summer she worked as a laboratory
technician. Everyone was happy when we were back at 234 Fourth
Avenue with Aunt Josephine, Margot, and even Mickey, our cocker
spaniel.
It was during this summer that Edward had his greatest success in
rowing. Although he later made a name for himself in basketball - he
played it, he coached it, he taught it, and he helped so much in pro-
moting it that he was sometimes called "Mr. Basketball" - he still
regarded rowing as his first love. He could only practise it in the early
summer however, in preparation for the St. John's Annual Regatta
which is traditionally held in the first week of August.
Ed had started rowing in 1950, when he was sixteen. In that year,
he rowed for Rennie's Mill pool in the Juvenile Race, and the crew won.
They were coxed by the famous coxwain "Shotty Rogers". After that
he rowed for St. Bonaventure's College Old Boys' Association and col-
lected a score of trophies for races they won during the next ten years.
In 1957, his crew won the Amateur Race and came second to St. Pat's
in the Club Race, and late in the evening they won the Championship
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Crew from S1. Bons in Championship Race, 1957. Fronl row I. (0 r. - Ed Browne
(stroke), Joe Smith (coxswain), Dunc Sharpe. Back row I. to r. - Abbie Carew,
Dave Fox, "Bud" Lang and Ed Pearce
Race, quite handily in the time of 10 minutes and 10 seconds. The con-
ditions weren't good for making good time, as it was blowing and there
was quite a lop on the pond. This was the only time that St. Bonaven-
ture's won the Championship Race at the Regatta. The crew that year
consisted of Ab Carew, Dave Fox, Gerry Lang, Ed Pearce, Dunc
Sharpe, and Ed Browne, stroke. Joe Smith was the cox. They won
several awards, including the Standard Manufacturing Trophy for the
Amateur Race and a trophy for the Championship Race. They captured
the Jockey Club Award outright, having also won it the previous year,
and for having the best time of the day, they received the Lieutenant
Governor's Trophy. Ed had great admiration for Joe Smith, the cox.
Whenever his name came up in conversation, Ed would praise him for
his dedication and encouragement.
One of my first duties as a member of the Government was that of
representing the Government of Canada at the opening of the first ses-
sion of the Royal Commission that had been appointed on February
22nd, 1957, to deal with Term 29 of the Terms of Union between New-
foundland and Canada. The hearing took place on Monday, July 22nd
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Cartoon of W. J. Browne, repentant Mr. Smallwood, by William Worthman,
political cartoonist for the Evening Telegram
at 10:30 a.m. in the House of Assembly Chamber in St. John's.
Honourable P. J. Lewis, Q.C. of the Newfoundland Bar was the chief
spokesman for the Newfoundland Government; with him were Mr. D.
C. Hunt of St. John's and H. Carl Goldenberg, Q.c. of the Bar of
Quebec. Mr. Roland Ritchie, Q.c. of the Bar of Nova Scotia was
counsel for the Government of Canada. With him were Mr. R. M.
Burns and Mr. J. D. Howes of the Federal Department of Finance.
The Chairman made an opening statement, after which Premier
Smallwood spoke at length and presented a copy of the report of the
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Newfoundland Royal Commission, which had prepared its case over
the previous three and a half years. Then I spoke briefly. The Commis-
sion was wasting no time, and almost immediately Mr. P. J. Lewis was
invited to open the case for the Newfoundland Government. He was
followed by Mr. Goldenberg. The enquiry on the first day seemed to be
the beginning of a lively affair. I also attended some of the hearings in
Ottawa, but the discussions were very technical and difficult to follow
unless one was there all the time. As will be seen later, this Royal Com-
mission and its report were to cause many problems and to have con-
siderable effect both on my own career and on that of Mr. Diefenbaker.
John Diefenbaker was proud to call himself a Canadian. He was,
moreover, deeply attached to the traditions of Parliament. For the
opening of Parliament, which was set for October 14th, it was not sur-
prising therefore that he should invite Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
to perform that function. At the first sitting, when proposing Roland
Michener to be the Speaker, he said:
"It is a great and joyous occasion, a shining moment of rededication to
all the traditions and a living exemplification of our history. "
He called it "the Queen's Day" when "the members of the Com-
mons and of the Senate all will walk with history".
Opening of Parliament by Her Majesty the Queen, October 14th, 1957. The scene is
in the Senate Chamber
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Roland Michener, a native of Alberta, a Rhodes Scholar, a lawyer
and a former Provincial Secretary in the Government of Ontario, was
unanimously elected to be the Speaker. At three o'clock that afternoon,
Her Majesty the Queen summoned "this honourable House to attend
her immediately in the Chamber of the honourable the Senate," and
there after appropriate invocations, Her Majesty the Queen was pleased
to open Parliament by a Speech from the Throne.
This was a historic occasion. It was an original and happy thought
of the Prime Minister to have invited Her Majesty to open Parliament,
the first where a Conservative was Prime Minister in twenty-two years.
From a political point of view, it was a most important and significant
event strengthening the traditional ties with the Commonwealth of
which she is the sovereign. Her Majesty said:
"Honourable Members of the Senate:
Members of the House of Commons:
I greet you as your Queen. Together we constitute the Parliament of
Canada. For the first time the representatives of the people of Canada
and their Sovereign are here assembled on the occasion of the opening of
Parliament. This is for all of us a moment to remember . ..
It will be the high purpose of my ministers not only to preserve these
qualities but to take steps to make both houses of this Parliament more
effective in the discharge of their responsibilities to the people of
Canada. "
Later on she said, after referring to the meeting of the Finance
Ministers who were making plans for the Commonwealth trade and
economic conference for next year:
"A similar spirit has been evident in the Colombo Plan, which is a part
of the high venture of the peoples of South and Southeast Asia as they
move along the path ofnational development, and which my government
will continue to support.
In domestic affairs, my ministers look forward to meeting next month
with the leaders of the provincial governments in order to discuss fiscal
relations and to seek belter understanding and arrangements of many
aspects of our public finances . ...
Contrary to the forecast of the Liberals, including the former
Prime Minister Mr. St. Laurent, here was John Diefenbaker, through
Her Majesty the Queen, putting into force many of the valuable pro-
mises which he had made during the election campaign. There were to
be advances for stored grains which farmers weren't able to sell im-
mediately. The Government was going to strive to secure additional
markets for the products of our fisheries. A national development
policy was going to be carried out so that all regions of Canada could
share in the benefits of developing the resources of this great nation.
Parliament would be asked to authorize the creation of facilities for the
production and transmission of cheaper electric power. New discussions
would take place with the Government of Saskatchewan in order to
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make possible the early commencement of construction of the dam on
the South Saskatchewan River.
After the Speech had been read and a date set for the debate on the
Address in Reply, the Prime Minister said:
"In the light of the moving experience which has been ours during the
last few minutes, I couldn't but think of the words of the poet John
Masefield in which he described the Queen in this way:
'An order and a beauty from of old
Set by its virtue above greed and hate
A loneliness of living crowned with gold;
In all life's storm a standard of the state.' "
And then he moved, seconded by the Right Honourable Mr. St.
Laurent:
"that a humble address be presented to Her Majesty conveying the loyal-
ty and love of this House and of all her Canadian subjects, their joy in
welcoming the presence in Canada of Her Majesty and His Royal
Highness Prince Philip, and their profound gratitude to Her Majesty for
graciously opening Parliament and making this day a historic occasion
for all Canadians. "
It was good to hear the speech of the former Prime Minister Mr.
St. Laurent, now Leader of the Opposition. He said
"I am very pleased to second the motion of the Prime Minister express-
ing the deep loyalty, respect and affection which I know everyone in this
Chamber feels for Her Majesty the Queen, and our genuine satisfaction
in welcoming our Sovereign Lady and Prince Philip.
The pride ofall Canadians in our country was, I am sure, enhanced when
Her Majesty referred to herself with such evident pride as 'the Queen of
Canada' and particularly when she reminded us that it would be as
Queen of Canada that she would visit the United States of America
within the next few days. For many of us those words carried our minds
back some eighteen years to the first visit of a reigning sovereign to the
United States, a visit which prepared the way for the ready acceptance to-
day of the position of the Sovereign, in visiting our great neighbouring
nation, making such a visit primarily as the head of the Canadian Na-
tion. "
At the conclusion of Mr. St. Laurent's patriotic remarks, Mr.
Diefenbaker suggested that in putting the motion we stand and sing the
National Anthem, whereupon the members of the House rose and sang
"God Save The Queen".
The Secretary of State for External Affairs was the Honourable
Sidney E. Smith who had been President of the University of Toronto,
but had resigned that position to become a member of the Government.
He was sworn in on September 13th, but had no seat in the House of
Commons at the time.
George White, who had been the Conservative member for
Hastings-Frontenac (Ontario) since 1940, resigned to become a member
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of the Senate, leaving a vacancy where Sidney Smith could probably be
elected easily. As he had a byelection to contest, he could not very well
go to the Colombo Plan Conference in Vietnam, for he would be
unable to visit his new constituency and get acquainted with the people
there.
He must have recommended me to the Prime Minister to go in his
stead, for when the latter asked me, "How would you like to go to In-
dia?" I said "India?" as if in disdain. He said, "I've always wanted to
go to India." However, I was flattered to be invited to go and accepted.
Sidney Smith later told me that he had known Harold Knight when they
were at Dalhousie Law School together and he had heard about me
from him.
We became very good friends and sat together at Cabinet meetings.
He was a most attractive man and had earned such a high reputation
that many people had thought of him as a potential Conservative can-
didate for the position of Prime Minister of Canada. He was one of
those men we esteem principally for character, but also as a scholar and
an administrator. Above all, he was a delightful companion.
On October 7th, before the opening of Parliament, the Prime
Minister had announced that I would represent Canada at the
Ministerial Sessions of the ninth Colombo Plan Consultative Commit-
tee Meeting which was to be held in Saigon, Vietnam, from October 21
to 24. He stated that I would fly to Saigon aboard an R.C.A.F. aircraft
departing on October 17th at 8:00 a.m. from No. 412 transport
squadron hanger, Uplands.
"He will be accompanied by Mr. A. R. Menzies, head of the Far Eastern
Division of the Department ofExternal Affairs. The Saigon Conference
will make the annual review ofprogress in the economic development of
the countries of South and Southeastern Asia. Twenty-one Colombo
Plan countries will be represented at the meeting. The Ministerial Ses-
sions will be preceded by preparatory sessions of officials where Canada
will be represented by Mr. H. O. Moran, Canadian High Commissioner
to Pakistan, and other officials. While in Saigon, Mr. Browne will confer
with the Canadian Commissioners on the International Supervisory
Commission in Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos and with their senior
military advisors. Since the conclusion of the Armistice Agreements at
the Geneva Conference in July, 1954, Canada has served along with In-
dia and Poland on the three International Commissions to supervise the
implementation of the armistice provisions and to help to maintain the
peace in the area. Over 150 members of the Department of External Af-
fairs and National Defence are currently serving in Indochina.
En route back to Canada, Mr. Browne will pay short visits to Colombo,
New Delhi and Karachi where he will have conversations with Ceylonese,
Indian and Pakistani Government leaders. He will also visit the Warsak
Dam project on the Northwest Frontier ofPakistan where more than one
hundred Canadians are taking part in the construction of a big hydro-
electric and irrigation scheme, the largest Canadian Colombo Plan
undertaking abroad. "
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We had to have "shots" or injections in preparation for our visit
to the East. One of our P.e. supporters, Senator Aseltine, had con-
tracted a high fever during a visit to the East and he had had a very dif-
ficult time. I was revaccinated against smallpox, vaccinated against
yellow fever, and cholera twice. Mae, who would be travelling with me,
received the same treatment. In addition, we were supplied with quan-
tities of quinine of which to take daily doses.
Mr. Menzies was an experienced and competent official. He was
perfectly at home at all the places we visited. He kept producing
documents for my information, and compiled accounts of our meetings
to be sent back to the Minister in Ottawa. His wife was the daughter of
Oscar Skelton, a former distinguished Undersecretary of State for Ex-
ternal Affairs and the author of The Life and Letters of Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, which I have long had in my library.
Our plane, in command of Captain R. G. Husch and a crew of
seventeen, left Uplands Airport in Ottawa at 8: 15 a.m. on October 17th
and passed over Moncton, N.B., Prince Edward Island and Cape
Breton Island as we flew toward our first stop at the Azores, 2000 miles
away. We had to circle the airport there for about a quarter of an hour
because of the heavy traffic below. During the flight, I had been reading
some of the literature given to me during the previous fortnight, and
trying to learn the history of South Vietnam. I was also trying to brush
up on my French, for French was the common language in Saigon. At
the Azores, we were met at the Lajes Airport by Colonel Chagus who
brought us to the Officers' Mess about 9:30 p.m. local time. He offered
us a glass of excellent Madeira and then provided us with a beautiful
dinner. There were several wines from which to select our drinks, fresh
pineapple and coffee to finish. Colonel Chagus had been in Canada and
told us that his son had recently completed a course in training there.
After expressing our thanks to our host and leaving a souvenir of our
visit with him, we boarded our plane and left at II p.m. The climate of
the island was very mild, with flowers still blooming and casting their
perfume on the warm air.
Our next stop was Malta, where we arrived the following morning
at 9 local time. This island had been awarded the George Cross for its
successful and gallant defence against all its enemies during World War
II. Although the island has an area of only about one hundred square
miles, it has a population of over 300,000. The capital, Valletta, has a
great harbour which is one of the finest in the world. We were shown
through the Parliament building and visited the University. We spent
the day there and were entertained by the Acting Governor,
Honourable Victor Velbes. We much enjoyed our brief stopover.
At II p.m., we left for Basra, Iraq, our refuelling stop in the Per-
sian Gulf, arriving there at 10:30 the next morning. We had a short stay
there to refuel; but when we were airborne, there was some trouble with
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one of the engines, and we had to make a second landing for repairs. As
we had a large load of gasoline, and as it was now nearly midday and
the tarmac must have been soft under the hot sun, it was necessary for
the Captain to lighten the plane by jettisoning 500 gallons of high grade
gasoline as we flew around the area above the airport. We were warned
of this procedure, and assured that everything would be all right. As I
looked out the window of our cabin and saw the stream of gas coming
out of one of the engines, I wondered what should happen if a spark
from the other engine on the port side should ignite the gas. I turned to
my wife and asked, "Did you say your prayers this morning?" After we
returned home Mae was invited to give several lectures on her ex-
periences during the trip. She generally got a big laugh when she told of
the question I had asked her before we made a second landing at Basra.
While we were waiting for the repairs to be made to the engine, we
were given a drive around the area. It seemed like a primitve place.
Although there was a river flowing to the sea quite close to the airport,
the town looked untidy and unsanitary. We saw two young men swim
across the river from what we were told was the Persian or Iranian side.
We could see gas fires burning around the horizon and an oil refinery in
the distance.
Although we lost time in Basra, we were to lose more of it in Bom-
bay. We got there in time for Mass. It was Mission Sunday, October
20th. We heard Mass in a small church and received a reminder of the
collection being taken up for the propagation of the faith in Bombay, as
it was being done in Catholic churches all over the world that day.
Afterwards, we drove around the great city of Bombay and saw many a
cow wandering around unmolested. The sacred cows in India seem
strange to westerners, but they playa large role in the economy of that
country, being important sources of milk and fuel. We were also shown
several Catholic churches. I believe most of them were of Portuguese
origin, as at that time there was a Portuguese enclave at Goa, another
seaport further south on the western side of India in the Arabian Sea.
The mechanics had discovered another oil leak, but this time they
fixed it before we went aloft. We had already flown nearly 8,000 miles
and had another 2,045 to go before reaching Saigon. We arrived there
at 11 p.m. We were met at the airport by members of the Government
and by Major N. Van Hieu, a Liaison Officer, and taken to our
quarters at the Majestic Hotel, where we occupied a luxurious suite on
the second floor. This was to be our home for almost a fortnight. The
Majestic Hotel was described as "the most up-to-date palace in the Far
East." We were there at the time 0 f the monsoon. The weather was very
warm and humid but our rooms were air-conditioned. A friendly lizard
watched us from the ceiling. We did not interfere with it.
The hotel is centrally located not far from the building where the
Conference was to be held. It was also near the National Assembly
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Building and the Catholic Cathedral. The Archbishop was a brother of
the President. Another brother was a member of the Department of
Security. Ample preparations had been made for the accommodation
of the representatives from all the countries attending. The Conference
was formally opened promptly at 10 a.m. Tuesday, the 21st of October,
by the President of the Republic of Vietnam, Ngo Dinh Diem. Speaking
in French, he graciously welcomed the delegates on behalf of the people
and the Government of Free Vietnam, as he termed his country. This
was the first time that the Colombo Plan Conference was being held
outside the British Commonwealth - a fact which he regarded not only
as
"an honour but as a mark of confidence in our ancient land and young
republic. I am happy to see East and West meet once again for the sole
purpose ofstrengthening the bridge of mutual understanding and offur-
thering aspirations for our common welfare. For us Vietnamese, this is
an historic occasion and we are happy to be your host. "
Then he stated:
"With a full heart and a prayer for the success of our joint undertaking,
I bid you to make yourselves at home.
We are meeting here, twenty-one members strong, from near and distant
lands, small and large, Asian and Western, speaking different tongues,
nurtured in different cultures, customs and traditions, and in different
stages of political, social and economical development; and yet the strik-
ing features of the Colombo Plan are the elements which unite us as a
community of free nations.
I note with pleasure that the Plan is not encumbered by formal treaties;
its hallmarks are the more enduring and universal values ofgood will and
free participation of learning from each other, ofhelping each other and
offorging lasting friendships."
It will be seen from his introductory remarks that the President
possessed a western way of thinking. He referred briefly to the struggle
of his land to get established when he said:
"In just five days from today our Republic will be two years old. The ter-
rible material price we paid in the process and moral disarray which has
affected our sons of Vietnam, is well known . ... Our efforts are riveted
upon the future with but one resolve: To strengthen our nations, enrich
our freedom and secure our lasting peace. "
His speech was a thoughtful, far-seeing, perhaps idealistic treatise
on the prime value of freedom, but realizing that it was not enough as
"the essence may be lost in the throes of want," he added,
"The objectives of the Colombo Plan and the tools it has provided its
members to realize these objectives, are of inestimable importance ..
In addition, American aid, so generously given, will we hope continue to
play its invaluable role. "
It was a gracious, moving and inspiring speech in which he thanked
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Author at Colombo Plan Conference; on his left is Mr. Menzies; Mr. Moran and
Mrs. Browne are behind
all the nations for their precious contributions which helped assure the
success of the Conference.
Reading again the speeches I heard that morning and the one which
I delivered as the representative of Canada, I am reminded of the spirit
of enthusiasm engendered in Newfoundland on the introduction of the
Co-operative Movement by the workers from Antigonish back in 1936.
There was the same good will, the same positive constructive effort as I
had seen in Newfoundland twenty years before.
These ideas were formally expressed by me when I stated:
"The Colombo Plan has already been accepted by the world as a
valuable, constructive institution brought into being as a result of the
Commonwealth Association. It demonstrates that economic progress
can be achieved by a co-operative effort to deal with the very difficult
problems with which they are confronted. "
Canada had steadily increased its grant to Colombo Plan projects
over the years and this year would provide $35,000,000.
It should be pointed out, however, that the contribution of the
United States exceeded all others. In the six years of the plan's opera-
tion, the United States had contributed over $3,000,000,000 in capital
aid and technical assistance. In 1958, its grant would amount to
$900,000,000.
On the afternoon of October 21st, I had an interview with Presi-
dent Ngo Dinh Diem at his palace. He was very courteous. He was an
inveterate cigarette smoker, and a fluent speaker in French, which is the
language for many of the people in Saigon and in other parts of Viet-
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AUlhor with His Excellency Ngo Dinh Diem, President of Ihe Republic of Vietnam
nam as well, for Vietnam had been a French colony up until 1954, ex-
cept for the time it was under the jurisdiction of the Japanese during the
Second World War. The President spoke to me principally about the
constant anxiety which he felt about the penetration by members of the
North Vietnamese forces coming south through Cambodia and entering
South Vietnam at any place they chose. These enemies could and did in-
filtrate into the southern half of Vietnam and caused serious damage.
As I understood him, the President was looking for assistance for
the Catholic University he had set up in Dalal. When the Conference
was over, I made a trip to Dalat one day. It is a very healthy spot where
French soldiers who were ill or wounded used to be sent to recuperate.
In fact, the university was nOI to be found in anyone building but was
distributed over a number of buildings that had been used formerly by
the French troops during Iheir convalescence. The President's idea of
having a university was a good one. I promised to place his request
before Ihe Government of Canada on my return to Ottawa.
Our interview lasted about an hour, as Mr. Carter had predicted.
The Presidenl st ruck me as an intelligent, sincere person who ap-
preciated Ihe needs of his own country and the interest that other na-
tions Ihrough the Colombo Plan were taking in the general welfare of
the whole area. It was probable thal he gave interviews to the heads of
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all the delegations from all the countries attending the Conference. In
his talks to me, he emphasized the danger from the Communist govern-
ment of the North and he undoubtedly stressed the same fact to others.
The atmosphere of the conference was so cordial, the hospitality given
to the delegates so generous, and the manner in which all the sessions
took place so efficient that all delegations shared the view that this
government was working effectively.
In addition to the various meetings of the conference, I had other
duties, especially to meet the Canadian Commissioners of Laos, Cam-
bodia and Vietnam. They all came to Saigon at the time of the con-
ference and I saw them there. The Commission at Saigon was composed
of a Canadian, an Indian and a Pole. I suppose it was to be expected
and I wasn't surprised that the Supervisory Commission usually split
two to one on any contentious matter, as the Pole being from a Com-
munist country voted against the other two. I also received accounts of
their experiences from the officials who had been in Laos and Cam-
bodia, two former parts of the Indochina colony that had been ruled by
France for many years. We entertained the officials at a luncheon and
brought them up to date on the political situation in Canada and our
policy for the coming year under the Colombo Plan.
The ladies in the party were not neglected. They were taken,
amongst other places, to a Buddhist Pagoda and also to a pottery
works. Each of the visiting ladies received a sample of the work done.
Mae received a well executed plaque showing three peasants planting
rice. Rice is the principal product of South Vietnam, as it is also the
most valuable article of export. Rubber is also an important article and
comes next after rice in value as an item of export.
On the 26th of October, the second anniversary of the founding of
the Republic, we witnessed a march past of several thousand Viet-
namese troops in battle dress. They looked very smart and impressive in
their camouflage uniforms.
I visited a hospital with a member of the government. Although the
hospital didn't impress me, Mr. Menzies, who had previous experience
of visiting the East, assured me that it was of a high standard compared
to the average hospital in that part of the world. I was invited by a priest
to see one of the homes occupied by a refugee family from the North.
This was very neat and tidy, with a vigil light burning under a statue of
the Sacred Heart as you might see in Ireland or in Catholic parts of
Newfoundland. I asked the priest what percentage of the refugees from
the North were Catholic and he told me about 90 per cent. This offend-
ed the Vietnamese guide I had with me who was a Buddhist, but the
priest stood by his statement. About 900,000 refugees had come from
the North and only 60,000 had gone from the South to the North. It was
a part of the agreement after the fall of Dien Bien Phu, the last battle of
the French in Indochina, that those in the North who wished to go
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South could go South and those in the South who wished to go North,
could go North and come under the Communist regime. The figures
above tell a very important story.
One evening we attended a dinner at Cholon, the Chinese section
of Saigon. (By the Vietnam Constitution, Chinese residents in Vietnam
were granted Vietnamese citizenship.) The restaurant where it was held
was just across the street from a railing against which a bicycle had been
left leaning one day. Explosives had been attached to the bicycle and
considerable damage was caused when they went off. It was a warm,
hot night and eating hot Chinese food made us perspire. Warm, wet
cloths were brought to us every fifteen or twenty minutes to wipe the
perspiration from our foreheads. The restaurant was owned by a man
whose name contradicted itself - Mr. Tin Fat. He described the explo-
sion to me and told me about all the damage that had been caused.
An official dinner was given the delegation and their wives by the
Vice President who had been chairman at the Conference, Mr. Huynh
Van Diem. After we had arrived on the 20th, I was given a memo from
Mr. T. LeM. Carter, the Canadian Commissioner in Vietnam, advising
me that invitations had already been sent out in my name to the heads
of different delegations for two official luncheons. The first one of
these was to be held on the following day and the other luncheon was
scheduled for October 24th. The menus for these were in French and
both were held at the Canadian villa. This villa was provided for the use
of the Canadian Commissioner in Vietnam, Mr. Carter of the Interna-
tional Commission for Supervision.
After the proceedings had finished, a report was prepared from the
various speeches and discussions. I was pleasantly surprised to learn of
the contribution that Japan was making, especially in technical
assistance and in the supply of nylon nets for fishing which was then a
new thing. Japan was also given credit for having enlightened the peo-
ple of Vietnam on a way to improve the production of rice.
Vietnam's request to us was, as I indicated earlier, for some
assistance for the projected Catholic University in Dalat. The more pro-
sperous countries were seeking ways to help the weaker ones but the
weaker ones also were helping each other in every way they could.
Before we left, we were given a beautifully illustrated, specially
prepared volume entitled "Vietnam, Past and Present." It was
dedicated by the President
"To my young brother
To all of you companions and unknown heroes
United till the last breath
In the fight for the independence
And unity of Vietnam, I humbly dedicate this book.
N. D. Diem"
The President also gave me a beautiful painting of a scene near a
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Painting presented to author by His Excellency Ngo Dinh Diem: Entrance to
Buddhist Shrine
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Buddhist Pagoda. It was a large painting. I asked Lord Reading, the
chief delegate from England, if he had received one, too. "Good Lord,
yes," he said, "it's as big as a house. I don't know what I am going to
do with it."
I can't help feeling sad when I recall the pleasant and interesting
fortnight I spent in free Vietnam in 1957. The happy, smiling faces of
the government and the hopeful ambitious aspirations of the President
were, as it proved, but the calm before the storm, and a most inhuman
storm. Despite the goodwill of South Vietnam's colleagues in the Plan
and of the sincere and generous aid of the nations present at the Con-
ference, Viet Cong soldiers from North Vietnam were being trained to
invade the peace-loving country to the south.
Although the American Government had helped, although Presi-
dent Kennedy who succeeded President Eisenhower, had pledged his
full support to President Ngo Dinh Diem, it became impossible to
withstand the guerrilla tactics and infiltrations by Communist forces
from the North. The same forces which had caused the capitulation of
the French army at Dien Bien Phu in 1954 were re-grouped, reinforced,
enlarged and re-armed to attack and overrun, and finally conquer the
area of Vietnam below the seventeenth parallel, where Ngo Dinh Diem
had tried to establish a democratic regime and where he had given a
clear demonstration of his ability, integrity, patriotism and self-
sacrifice. As was the case in Korea, the Communist governments of
Russia and China did not want to see the South of Vietnam independent
and they gave every assistance to Ho Chi Minh, the Communist Presi-
dent of North Vietnam.
Even Ngo Dinh Diem admitted that the soldiers of the North were
the best in the world. It is no use speculating what might have happened
if the government of John Kennedy had not deserted the President of
South Vietnam and allowed him to be overthrown and murdered. I
don't believe for a moment that Kennedy wanted that, but it was always
a possibility if the other South Vietnamese generals were allowed to
overthrow their President. There was no one that could compare with
him in ability or integrity to take his place. The United States Govern-
ment now had an almost impossible task, trying to defeat the enemy
from the North. The world is familiar with the tragedies of South Viet-
nam and other countries including Cambodia and Laos, and of the
thousands of Vietnamese who preferred to leave their homes in boats
unsuitable for ocean travel, trusting and praying to be picked up by
some friendly passing ship. This exodus still exists, as the "Boat Peo-
ple" - those who would rather die than live under the Communist
regime in Vietnam or Cambodia - leave their homelands by the
thousands.
We left Vietnam by plane for Colombo, the capital of Ceylon, and
the place where the Colombo Plan itself had been started in 1950. Since
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1972, Ceylon has been known as Sri Lanka, "Resplendent Island," a
fitting name for a delightful place. We arrived at Colombo about 5 p.m.
November 2nd, after a night of nearly eight hours from Saigon. The
island has an area of 25,000 square miles, about three-fifths the size of
our own island. The population in 1957 was about 9,000,000 and grow-
ing at the rate of 3 per cent a year, the highest birth rate in the world.
Ceylon is situated a short distance to the south of India, from
which many immigrants had come. Most of the people are Ceylonese
but there are Tamils from India and other Indians as well. The climate
is hot and humid in the lower lands, but is more tolerable in the hills of
which there are many. Besides, as the island is completely surrounded
by the ocean, the heat is not as much as you might expect. Buddhism is
the chief religion and was brought to Ceylon over 2,000 years ago.
As our visit was an official one, we had no time to explore the
island. We were treated with great hospitality by the Government, and
Meeting in Ceylon. In front row from I. to r.: J. J. Hurley, High Commissioner to
Ceylon; the Prime Minister Mr. W. R. D. Bandaranaike; Mrs. Browne; the Author;
Mrs. Bandaranaike, present Prime Mini,ter of Sri Lanka. Back row shows Mr. Men-
zies; -; -; Mr. Moran, High Commissioner to Pakistan; Mrs. Moran and -.
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were housed in the Prime Minister's own residence, although the Prime
Minister, Mr. Bandaranaike, didn't live there himself at the time. It was
used as a guest house at that time. He entertained us to lunch and a for-
mal dinner. During the lunch, he and I discovered that we had both
taken part in a debate on Prohibition at the Oxford Union of which we
were both members in 1919. He also knew my friend Van Langenberg
well. Van was at Merton College with me and we played on the same
soccer team. He had extraordinary concentration because he was hard
of hearing and I envied his ability to read three novels in a day. I was to
learn that he had become a producer of amateur plays in Colombo, and
was well known. Later, I talked to his sister on the telephone and he
came to see me and we had a nice chat.
At the lunch, the Prime Minister informed us that he had ap-
pointed Sir Velupillai Coomaraswamy as High Commissioner to
Canada. The new appointee and his wife were both at the luncheon.
Later we got to know them well in Ottawa, where they told us they had
had no notice of the appointment before the luncheon took place. It
had come as a complete suprise to them. They were nice people and we
enjoyed their friendship for several years. I had a certain familiarity
with politics in Ceylon and others parts of the British Commonwealth,
as I was in receipt of the Journal of the Parliaments of the Com-
monwealth, which I read frequently. We met the Governor General of
Ceylon, His Excellency Sir Oliver Goonetilleke and found him very
friendly. He had been the Minister of Finance in the previous govern-
ment.
I was principally interested in learning what had been done through
aid supplied from Canada. I visited the harbour where I saw a small
tugboat bearing the name of Canada and the new refrigeration plant
which had been built through financial assistance from Canada. I was
afterwards to learn that Gussie Macdonald, after his work in New-
foundland as a Co-operative Fieldman was finished, had gone to
Saskatchewan to promote co-operative techniques. He was then on loan
to Ceylon. I was sorry to have missed him.
The government had many difficulties. Among them was the pro-
blem of language. The Tamils were looking for equality of language
with the Sinhalese, who were very much in the majority.
I was shown a large technical school under construction with help
from Canada. There was no work being done while we were there, but it
was obviously going to be an important school for training young peo-
ple at various trades.
I saw some of the tame elephants getting their dinners. They dragg-
ed large trees to a small field where they trampled them, ate the leaves
and the branches and by the manner in which they stamped on the
trunks of the trees, they seemed determined to eat it all. I also saw a hip-
popotamus, or at least a piece of his snout as he relaxed in a big pool of
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water. I met the keeper of the zoo. He told me that he was able to supp-
ly a variety of wild animals if anybody in Canada wanted them for a
zoo. I only knew of one zoo in Canada, and that was in Toronto and I
imagine they were well supplied. I saw a great variety of birds including
several sorts of parrots, one of which kept calling out "Polly wants a
cracker. "
We were invited to visit Kandy where there are tea gardens and
elephants. Mae went and enjoyed her visit. I was unable to go as I had
contracted some sort of an infection which caused me to stay in bed for
a couple of days. I was moved to the house of the Canadian High Com-
missioner, Mr. James J. Hurley, who had a Canadian nurse attached to
his staff. After a couple of days, I recovered sufficiently to be able to
travel to India but I had to wait a day or two before calling on the Prime
Minister, Mr. Nehru.
INDIA
We flew over the Taj Mahal on our way to New Delhi. Chester
Ronning, our High Com.missioner, arranged for me to meet with the
Finance Minister Mr. Trivallur Tnattai Krishnamchari and with the
Prime Minister. India is a second only to China in the size of its popula-
tion and it can only be estimated. In 1957, it was thought to be in the
neighbourhood of 400,000,000 million people. It will be seen that the
Prime Minister of India had an extremely difficult time, especially since
India has a mixture of races and languages. India had formerly been a
part of the British Empire, but in 1947 under the Labour Government
of Great Britain, was granted the status of a dominion. In 1950, the
Government declared its status as a Republic but decided it would re-
main a member of the Commonwealth.
Since its independence, India had embarked on a five-year plan.
Planning had to be on an enormous scale. Many things - agriculture,
irrigation, water power, industry, mining, transportation and com-
munications - had to be considered. In each of these fields there were
sub-divisions. Thus the production of food was always a fundamental
aim. That included rice and wheat. There were other factors to consider
- flood control and irrigation. With the increasing population, the
food supply had to be increased too. Oil seeds, cotton and jute were
grown extensively in India. Better methods of cultivation were being
sought and practiced.
A biography of Mr. Nehru by Frank Moraes, first published in
1956, noted that in 1948 Lady Mountbatten thought Nehru "did not
know how to relax." She tried to teach him to do so, and they became
very good friends.
He certainly appeared very relaxed to me. We had a pleasant inter-
view. We talked about some of India's problems. I remember his telling
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me that rain - too much or too little - could make or mar the
agricultural aims of the Government.
It had been planned to give me a formal dinner in honour of
Canada, but I suggested that this should be called off as I had
developed laryngitis and my voice was rather hoarse. However, the
Prime Minister invited my wife and me to an Indian opera. We sat near
the stage. I sat between Mr. Nehru and his daughter, Mrs. Indira Gan-
dhi, current Prime Minister of India; Mae sat on her left.
Author with Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of India and Chester Ronning, High
Commissioner to India
During an intermission, we went out to the lobby of the theatre
where Mr. Nehru asked a friend for a cigarette. When the play was
over, he went up on the stage and congratulated the players warmly on
their performance. They in turn decorated him with a garland of
flowers.
The period of 1956-57 had been a time of considerable strain for
the Indian economy. This was principally due to the rising prices and
the lack of foreign exchange. As a result, taxes had to be increased and
imports restricted. These three countries of Southeast Asia, Ceylon, In-
dia and Pakistan, as well as others in the area, were struggling hard to
become independent economically as well as politically. To assist the
people of India, Dr. Laidlaw, then the head of the Antigonish co-
operative movement in Canada, had been on loan to India to teach
students the principles of the Antigonish movement. This was, of
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course, part of the long-range plan and I am sure must have been very
beneficial.
My wife went to visit the ancient city of Agra with the High Com-
missioner, Mr. Ronning, the Canadian Ambassador to Italy, Mr.
Dupuy, CM.G., the High Commissioner to Pakistan, Mr. H. O.
Moran and his wife, the Canadian delegates to the International Red
Cross Conference which was being held in New Delhi, and members of
our own delegation. The visitors spent the day inspecting the Taj Mahal
and the Old Fort, which dated from the period of King Jehan I
(1627-1658).
The Taj Mahal. Seated from I. to r.: Han. H. Moran, High Commissioner to
Pakistan; Han. Chester Ronning, High Commissioner to India; Mrs. W. J. Browne;
His Excellency Pierre Dupuy, Canadian Ambassador to Italy
212
"The palaces oj this period with their reception rooms, their marbled,
pillared halls, their courts and private rooms, together with the mosques
and mausoleums, marked the zenith oJ Mohammedan art in India. Of
these monuments, the most jamous is the mausoleum called the T(~j
Mahal, 'Crown oJ the Harem', the grave oj Nur Mahal, 'Light of the
Harem' a favourite consort oj the Emperor.
Opposite the Imperial Fortress rises this building, one of the most
delicate constructions in the world, its outline clear and simple as Cfystal,
built in marble oJ wonderfully delicate colouring, with decoration which
bears the mark oj a jine restrained taste. This jamous building was
erected by Emperor Jehan in memory of his beautUitl w~re. "
Mae wrote my daughter Marjorie a letter which stated, "One can't
imagine the beauty and wealth of these tombs." Mae knew many of the
delegates from Canada to the Red Cross conference as she had held a
high office in the branch of that body in Ottawa, and afterwards in the
51. John's branch.
Our tour continued and on Tuesday, November 5th, we all went to
Pakistan. We flew north to Peshawar which was near the Warsak River,
and there inspected the hydro-electric power development which was
being built by the Angus Robertson Construction Company of Canada.
This was the largest project being constructed under the Colombo Plan
Tribal Maliks at enlrance (0 Khyber Pass
in Pakistan at the time, and it was Canada's greatest contribution to the
Plan's activities.
When finished it would supply electricity to the region, and the
water would then be channelled so that it would irrigate a large area.
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We had lunch with the people in charge. As there were many Canadians
employed on this project, [ was invited to speak to them and did so at
an afternoon tea which had been arranged. There were a good many
Newfoundlanders amongst them and we were all glad to see each other.
At night we had a dinner with the Commissioner for Peshawar.
Honourable W. J. Browne and Mrs. Browne with sheep presented by tribal Maliks
at Jamrud Fort at entrance to Khyber Pass 6/11/57
Other work of a similar nature was going on in Pakistan. The Col-
ombo Plan really started something. I was naturally interested in the
Warsak project because of having studied as an engineer myself for
four years. It was, [ suppose, the most interesting project that we saw.
From Peshawar, we travelled by car to the famous Khyber Pass on
the North West Frontier with Afghanistan. We were met at the ap-
proach by a group of Afridi Tribesmen. After I had shaken hands with
them all, they presented me with two beautiful fattened sheep - sym-
bolically, of course. I then said (as I had been advised [ should say):
"I would like for us to be able fO have these cooked and share a meal
with you. Unfortunately, time prevents usfrom having that pleasure. In-
stead I now give them to you hoping you and your families will enjoy
them. "
Chief Malik told me that they appreciated what Canada was doing
on the Warsak River which would give his people so much more land to
place under cultivation, and he asked me to convey to the people and
Government of Canada their gratitude. It was a charming ceremony.
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The Chief was a tall, well-built, white haired, whiskered man wearing
glasses. Around his shoulder he wore a belt filled with cartridges like a
haversack. When I told him that day was my wife's birthday, he con-
gratulated her and everyone laughed.
The tribesmen were Muslims and seemed to live in mud huts
enclosed by a wall, although we saw some caves along the hillside, and
Pipe and drum band, Khyber Rilles Mess, Landi Khotal al lOP of Khyber Pass,
N.W. Frontier of Pakistan 6/11/57
we wondered whether these also provided living quarters for the
tribesmen, or if they were the lookouts when the wars were on. We saw
many young women carrying water cans on their heads, and others car-
rying bundles of wood or other parcels. We also saw a camel caravan
coming to the frontier from Afghanistan. Only a wire fence and, I sup-
pose, a gate where the road crosses the boundary line, separated the two
countries. I couldn't resist putting my hand in the airspace over
Afghanistan. It was through the Khyber Pass that conquering armies
marched into India in days gone by. I had often read of this famous
place and seen movies of the fierce fighting amongst these hills.
When we arrived at the barracks of the Khyber Rifles Regiment,
there was a squad of soldiers drawn up for my inspection; and as we
walked into the square, the Regiment's band was playing a Scottish
tune. We had a very pleasant lunch, and enjoyed our visit to this
isolated spot. We left them a cigarette case as a souvenir of our visit.
Afterwards, the Colonel wrote me at Ottawa asking for my autograph,
so that they could have it inscribed on our gift.
We spent the night in Peshawar, where we had dinner with the
High Commissioner. Our room in the palace there had a very high ceil-
ing, from which a large fan was suspended to keep the air in circulation.
We were shown many beautiful carpets that were for sale, but we could
only admire them as we had no need for one. From there we flew back
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to Karachi, the capital of Pakistan. At Karachi, we were put up at the
State Guest House where we enjoyed the benefit of air-conditioning.
However, in these tropical countries it is still necessary to sleep behind
mosquito curtains.
The next day was a busy one for me. I began by laying a wreath at
the tomb of Mr. Jinnah, who was regarded as the founder of Pakistan.
Next we called on the Prime Minister, who at that time was Mr. Chun-
drigar. We then went to call on Amjad Ali, who was the Minister of
Finance. We talked about Pakistan's problems and how Canada might
help. During this time, the ladies in our delegation were taken to see the
Jinnah Central Hospital for maternity and child health care. My wife
was particularly interested in this, as she did a lot of volunteer work in
the Children's Hospital in Ottawa.
We had lunch with the Prime Minister and dinner with the Finance
Minister. On Friday, we visited the Dawood Cotton Mills. It was my
first visit to a cotton mill, as I had never inspected the one which Mr.
Smallwood had caused to be built in St. John's. I found it very
fascinating to watch the cotton being turned into cloth and towelling.
The manager told us the cloth would cost one shilling a yard retail, far
below the price of cotton manufactured in Canada. We had lunch at the
mill.
In the afternoon, I was invited to a refugee colony where I was
presented with an address and festooned with garlands. The address
was simple but sincere, and it read:
WELCOME ADDRESS
To
HONOURABLE WILLIAM J. BROWNE & MADAME BROWNE
On behalf of the workers of the Community Development Project
Centre Landhi Colony, I welcome your honour's visit to this Colony.
We feel much pleasure to convey our best wishes to the people of
Canada in general and to the Social Workers particularly. We also thank
the people of Canada and their good Government for the co-operation
and help which they are from time to time providing in solving our pro-
blems.
In the end, I request His Excellency the High Commissioner for
Canada in Pakistan to help our Development Project Centre by supply-
ing possible books and goods which he can, for the use ofthe residents of
this Colony.
Our friendship may live longer and longer!
CANADA ZINDA BAD!
PAKISTAN ZINDABAD!
Signed by C.
8/11 /57
Secretary,
Landhi Colony Community
Development Project
We remain Your Honour
Workers of the Community Project
Centre Landhi Colony Karachi.
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We were then entertained at an outdoor tea with a great assortment
of fancy cakes and pastries. We inspected a housing development where
the houses are very different from those we live in, as it seemed to me
that they didn't have roofs on them, and that the fires were not in stoves
but in a sort of built up fireplace on the floors. The Government had
built 15,000 similar houses in this area during that year.
While we were in Peshawar, I went around and bought some brass
ornaments made by local brassworkers to bring back as souvenirs. In
Karachi, I was very much interested in the little places where the men
were working with hand sewing machines. Each worker was in a sort of
room with the front having a sliding door that opened by day and was
locked by night. The men seemed mostly to sit on the floor and do their
sewing there. They were making piles of beautiful dresses for little
children in full view of passersby.
Although I had some souvenirs already, I thought I'd get some silk
scarves, so I went into a store which was very much like the old-
fashioned stores that were in St. John's about fifty or sixty years ago,
and I bought a half dozen scarves, thinking I was getting a souvenir
from Pakistan or India. When I got home, to my surprise, I found that
they were marked "Made in England."
We arrived at Basra in the Persian Gulf at 12:30 p.m. on the 9th of
November, but only stayed for an hour and a half in order to refuel,
and then we continued on from there to Beirut where we arrived at 6:50
in the evening. Beirut was then a most attractive city, and combined an-
cient buildings with modern hotels. We stayed at one of these and
found that it was very much like the ones you would see at the beach
resorts of the United States. Many of the American troops who were
over in Europe used to spend their vacations in that area. The water
looked blue and inviting. Mr. Roy, the Canadian Minister to Lebanon,
took me shopping for souvenirs and when I asked the price of an article
and the man gave me an answer, Mr. Roy spoke up and said, "Your
father would turn in his grave if he knew you were trying to cheat this
man in this fashion." Afterwards, he told me this is the way that you
conduct business in that area. You must not pay the first price but beat
them down. They would respect you more then. Mr. Roy showed me, in
his own residence, an old candlestick which he said was probably two
thousand years old. He had picked it up some place on the market. The
next day being Sunday, we went to Mass in a church where the language
used was Aramaic, the same that Our Lord used when he was on earth.
I didn't understand a word that was said but of course I could follow
the Mass.
There are many people in Canada, especially in Newfoundland and
Nova Scotia - hundreds to be found in the States too - who have
come from Lebanon. Some people call them "Assyrians", but they
aren't Assyrians but Lebanese, and many of them were good friends of
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mine and some of them were my clients. The elder ones amongst them
always reminded me of the patriarchs. Senator Mike Basha was born in
Balbeck, Lebanon.
I read in the paper the day after our visit that a journalist had been
killed in a dark hallway in Beirut the night before. Beirut looked so
modern and so prosperous at the time that it is hard to imagine what it
might be like now after the years of devastating civil war and invasion.
It is horrible to see the stories on TV of the death and destruction caus-
ed since our visit by the enemies of the Lebanese Government.
We left Beirut at 10 a.m. on the 10th of November and arrived in
Paris at 4:20 in the afternoon. The flight took us along the west coast of
Italy and over a portion of the Alps and as we were coming along, there
was a huge black wall of cloud which I think would have been
dangerous for the plane to go through. Anyhow, we skirted along the
cloud and we saw many historic spots below as the plane continued to
Paris.
We were met at Orly Airport by the Canadian Ambassador to
France, Mr. Jean Desy, Q.c. He was accompanied by some of the of-
ficials from his office, and Peter and Michele and their baby, Pascale.
That was a pleasant surprise. The Ambassador was sweet to the baby
and kept talking to her during the journey back to the city. As the next
day was the 11th of November, it was arranged that I should assist the
Ambassador in laying a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
under the Arc de Triomphe. This was a spectacular event, as represen-
tatives of many nations were present to commemorate the end of the
First World War. The Arc de Triomphe has been described as:
"truly an altar - the altar of the Fatherland which has become the
Napoleonic monument and the centre of the busy quarter from which the
avenues, with the names of the victories and marshals of France radiate
- since under its vault rests a French soldier who died for the
Fatherland. "
This was an unofficial visit, so I made no calls on any of the
Government officials. The crew of the plane and the members of my
staff were glad of the opportunity to tour the sights of Paris and enjoy
its charm. I really came to see my new granddaughter and her parents
and grandparents.
During the two days we were in Paris we had the pleasure of being
invited to the Ambassador's residence for a meal. Afterwards Peter
played a number of classical pieces for the party. Amongst those pre-
sent were the distinguished British Ambassador to France, Sir H. M.
Gladwyn Jebb and his wife; Mr. Henry Davis, Minister-Counsellor and
Mr. Garneau, Counsellor at the Embassy. Peter had known those two
gentlemen previously as they had been very kind and helpful to him in
recommending him for public piano recitals at various towns and cities
in France. We enjoyed Peter's playing very much; so did the other
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guests. Peter was now studying with Vlado Perlemuter, a professor at
the Paris Conservatory and well-known concert pianist.
We found Peter and Michele very happy with their young daughter
who had been born on another great National Day, July 14th, 1956. We
also found Mr. and Mrs. Tercinet very pleasant and in good health.
After leaving Paris, we made a short stop at Shannon where we all
had a last chance to buy some choice articles at the duty-free shop.
From there we flew to St. John's, where we stopped for a little over an
hour. Gus Duffy and his wife, John Murphy and his wife, Madeleine
(our daughter), came out to the airport to see us. We left at 7:50 p.m.
and arrived at Uplands Airport, Ottawa, at 11 :20 p.m.
It was a long flight, but this time we had no problem as we had on
our journey eastward. We had been away exactly four weeks and had
travelled just over 21,000 miles. The captain and his crew performed
their duties most efficiently and we were blessed with good weather for
almost all our travels. Our attendance at the conference was well worth
while. 1 found that Canada had an excellent reputation in all the coun-
tries we visited. The Canadian officials were very courteous to us, and
appeared to be held in high esteem by the governments to which whey
were assigned. Two of the most useful souvenirs we brought back were
sun hats made from palm leaves like those used by the Vietnamese to
protect their faces from the sun. We used these for lampshades and
found them perfect for the job. I gave one of the brass gifts I bought at
Peshawar to the Prime Minister, and one to the Hon. Sidney Smith,
Secretary of State for External Affairs. They were very appreciative.
Mr. Smith wrote me two very nice notes, a personal one thanking me
most graciously for my small gift and the other for the various in-
teresting accounts I had sent of my experiences at the conference and
our visits to Ceylon, India and Pakistan. Mr. Menzies helped con-
siderably in preparing these accounts. He was a good observer of the
events of which we were a part and he wrote very well. Besides, he
already knew most of the Canadian personnel.
Some of the people from the Department of External Affairs who
were accompanying us, and many of those I met on my travels working
for the Department, were destined for higher positions in the diplomatic
service. Mr. Menzies rose rapidly, and later held high posts of great im-
portance, particularly that of Ambassador to the People's Republic of
China.
219

Chapter Thirteen
Sidney Smith - His Maiden Speech - Electricity Grid -
Dominion-Provincial Conference 1957 - St. Laurent
Resigns - Pearson Succeeds - His Fantastic Speech - P.e.
Accomplishments - 1958 Election - Record Victory
W hen I arrived back in Ottawa, I found that Sidney Smith had
been easily elected in the riding of Hastings-Frontenac, with a large ma-
jority over a Labour man who opposed him. The result was Smith
(P.C.) 10,513; Dowson (Labour) 226. The Liberals wisely didn't enter a
candidate to oppose Smith. I feel that probably many Liberals voted for
him, for he was held in the highest esteem.
I have read again his maiden speech in the House of Commons in
introducing the estimates for his department. During his speech he
made reference to the fact that both Jim Macdonnell and I had been in
the Far East and brought back evidence of Canada's participation in
various projects and the success with which they had been executed.
His speech covered a wide range of subjects, including the impor-
tance of the United Nations Organization and some of its achievements,
notably the value of the United Nations' Emergency Force (UNEF) in
the Middle East, where 6,000 troups, of whom one-third were Cana-
dians, were enjoying success in the performance of their peace-keeping
duties. The head of the force was a Canadian, General Burns.
The Minister also spoke of the thrill he felt at sitting down with
members of the Commonwealth at a special meeting of that group at
the United Nations. He said there were many nations there from Africa
and Asia. It was later pointed out by Mr. Pearson, the former Secretary
of State for External Affairs, that the great majority of the people living
in the Commonwealth now were from Asia and Africa. Mr. Smith drew
attention to the shock the world received at the news of the launching of
the first satellite by the Russians. The new development indicated the
advance of the techniques in the new field of intercontinental ballistic
missiles and satellites which were able to orbit the earth. These
developments compelled the nations of NATO to redouble their efforts
to catch up, so that our countries could be protected.
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It had been promised in the Speech from the Throne that an im-
mediate start upon a program of more extensive development in the
Atlantic Provinces would take place; the House would be asked to
authorize, in joint action with the Provincial Governments, the creation
of facilities for the production and transmission of cheaper electric
power in those provinces; members would also be asked to provide
assistance in financing the Beechwood project which had been under
construction in New Brunswick.
When this came before the House, the Prime Minister announced
that he had received a telegram from the Premier of Newfoundland,
asking to include Newfoundland in the Bill. However, this was a special
Bill dealing with New Brunswick but it was provided that the Govern-
ment of Newfoundland could have assistance in building transmission
lines which, I contended, was the thing most needed in our province at
that particular time. Electricity in Newfoundland was developed by
private companies, and the chief thing which prevented their bringing it
to distant places from their plants was the high cost of the transmission
lines. The Federal Government now proposed to grant forty-year loans
with a low rate of interest of four and three-eights per cent. This would
enable the private companies to finance the building of transmission
lines. This would be much preferable to the establishment of a large
number of small power plants. The chief spokesman of the Opposition
on this matter - as on many others - was Mr. Pickersgill.
Alvin Hamilton from Saskatchewan was the Minister of Northern
Affairs at the time and he had adopted the idea of having power grids.
He thought that there could be interconnections, even in New-
foundland, which would enable the provinces to use their electricity to
better advantage. Afterwards such an arrangement was made. The
Prime Minister had also said that if any of the Atlantic Provinces had a
proposition such as that of Beechwood, the Government would give it
favourable consideration.
OUR FIRST DOMINION-PROVINCIAL CONFERENCE, 1957
In accordance with his promise during the general election cam-
paign, one of the first things that John Diefenbaker did after being
sworn in as Prime Minister was to arrange for a conference with the ten
Premiers. On September 16th, he sent them invitations to come to Ot-
tawa "to review the present pattern of tax sharing arrangements" and
suggested that the date for the Conference would be Monday and Tues-
day, November 25th and 26th, 1957. All the Premiers found the dates
suitable, so the Prime Minister proposed that the Conference concen-
trate on financial relations between the federal and provincial govern-
ments.
Mr. Diefenbaker was assisted by several cabinet ministers and
high-ranking civil servants. The ten Premiers also brought with them
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provincial ministers and important government officials. In addition to
the ministers and civil servants from Newfoundland, the Premier
brought along Mr. J. C. Thompson, F.C.A., as financial advisor; Mr.
C. Goldenberg, O.B.E., Q.c., economic advisor; Mr. G. K. Goundrey,
economist; and Mr. A. B. Perlin, who had been a member of the pro-
vincial commission preparing the Newfoundland case for the Federal
Royal Commission on Term 29. Most of the discussions were held in
public, and I was present at all of them.
It was a most important conference. Mr. Duplessis later made the
observation that he was especially pleased to hear the Prime Minister
express a cordial welcome to the delegates in the French language,
something which "Prime Minister Mackenzie King had never done."
Apparently the people of Quebec did not mind that omission, as they
always gave their support to the federal Liberal Party when Mr. King
was leader.
In his opening speech, the Prime Minister stated that the Govern-
ment intended to work in co-operation with the provinces in promoting
the development of Canada and all its provinces. He said, and I often
quoted this statement:
"We are prepared to assist provinces in carrying out their functions
where we agree that it is necessary and Parliament approves. We are
prepared to consider on their merits major projects which will contribute
to national development and which are beyond the capacities of any of
the provinces. "
He gave four examples:
I. We have announced a programme in respect of power in the
Maritime Provinces.
2. The Speech from the Throne indicates the Government is willing to
recommend to Parliament participation in a giant programme for
the development of the immense potential of the Columbia River in
British Columbia.
3. Premier Douglas and other members of his Government would be
meeting to consider the making ofplans regarding the South Saskat-
chewan River Dam and Irrigation Project.
4. We are ready to enter into partnership with Provincial and
Municipal authorities in carrying oUI urban developments and im-
provements.
As the law then stood, federal government payments under the
Hospital Insurance Act would not begin until six provinces containing
at least half the population of Canada entered into agreement under it,
and had their own related laws in force. The Prime Minister said:
"unless you express strong reasons to the contrary, we are inclined to
recommend to Parliament a change in the law to remove the 'six pro-
vinces' clause and to substitute an earlier date for the commencement of
the plan."
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He also indicated our intention to include mental hospitals and
sanitoria in the plan at the initial cost of $68,000,000, but such expen-
diture would be taken into account under the Tax Sharing Arrangement
Act. In September, we had already made available $150,000,000 in ad-
ditional funds for building low-cost housing under the National Hous-
ing Act, but on the next day a vote of $300,000,000 more was to be in-
troduced into Parliament.
We made available to coal producers additional aid for operation
of mines in Nova Scotia and British Columbia.
Arrangements had been made during the current Session to pro-
vide the western farmers with advances on farm-stored grain.
In regard to fiscal arrangements, he put in the forefront the need
for special recognition of the situation in the Atlantic Provinces. He
said:
"There is, of course, a Royal Commission considering the particular
problem of Newfoundland in accordance with the undertaking in the
Terms of Union, so I shall not endeavour to express opinions upon New-
foundland's position pending receipt of the recommendations of the
Commission. "
It was his belief that everyone recognized that the Atlantic Pro-
vinces as a group (i.e. Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward
Island and Newfoundland) were confronted with greater difficulties in
public finances than the rest of the nation, if they were to maintain the
sort of provincial and municipal services that Canadians generally ex-
pect. The taxable capacity of the Atlantic Provinces, even in the best of
times, is significantly lower than that of the other provinces.
The Prime Minister stated:
"My colleagues and I are prepared to recommend to Parliament some
form ofspecial assistance to the Governments of the Atlantic Provinces.
I ask you to consider what the total amount should be and how it best
can be divided. "
This comprehensive and generous program already put in place
and just announced must have come as a surprise to most of the
Premiers.
I believe that the three P.e. premiers were familiar with the pro-
posed aid to the Atlantic Provinces, because it had been announced
during the election campaign as an important part of the policy of this
Government if John Diefenbaker became Prime Minister. I'm sure that
Mr. St. Laurent, the former Prime Minister, and his colleagues like
Pearson, Martin, Chevrier and Pickersgill must have been shocked at
the liberality of these startling announcements. As politicians, they
recognized that this was first-class election material, and that the ma-
jority of people would welcome the long list of benefits that would ac-
crue from policies indicated as worthy of consideration by the provinces
at the Conference.
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Most of the Premiers came to the conference with their speeches
already prepared. To them it seemed like another conference to be
taken in stride. Their speeches were informative. Premier Stanfield was
well aware of the significance of the Prime Minister's reference to the
needs of the Atlantic Provinces, and the adjustment in their financial
position by an additional special grant. He was also aware of the impor-
tance of the other new fiscal benefits coming to the Atlantic Provincs.
Similarly, the Honourable Hugh John Flemming could be grateful for
the special announcement to assist the development and transmission of
electric power in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.
While the statements of Premiers Stanfield and Flemming did not
disturb most of the Premiers, they evoked a strong and stirring protest
from the Premier of Newfoundland. It was for him to show that Term
29, which had been regarded as so important for Newfoundland's
future, would only determine what amount of money was required "to
continue Newfoundland's services at the standards they had reached up
to the present." The Premier of Newfoundland said:
"Mr. Chairman, / get the impression that these two friends of mine
(Messrs. Stanfield and Flemming) are under the impression that, asfaras
this Conference is concerned, Newfoundland might just as well not be
here. That our case is being taken care of by the Royal Commission.
THA T /5 NOT SO.
No ma{(er what the Royal Commission recommends . .. all it will do will
be to enable us ... to continue the present levels of our public services
which are a quarrer of a century behind the Maritimes.
The recommendations of the Royal Commission have nothing to do with
the fiscal Conference, nothing whatsoever. / dare not go back to New-
foundland if / do not make this point. / dare not go back and the Prime
Minister dare not go back."
The Prime Minister said in reply to Premier Smallwood's argument:
"/ will say no more at this time but / would point out to the Premier of
Newfoundland that when / used the expression 'the Atlantic Provinces' /
anticipated what his views would be in regard to the use of that expres-
sion. "
Honourable Donald Fleming, Minister of Finance, after pointing
out that it would be impossible for the federal government to do all the
things that all the provinces desired, said he wanted them to indicate
their priorities. With that help, he could promise the Premiers that the
Government would give its best consideration to their representations.
A communique issued at the end of the conference summed up the
discussions and stated that it was generally agreed that the overall
economic position of the Atlantic Provinces was then such as to justify
some special grants in aid to the Governments of these provinces from
the federal government.
In a cordial atmosphere, the conference adjourned to an early date
in the following year.
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1958
The year 1958 was one that I shall always remember. First, there
was a federal election on March 31st as a result of which our party was
returned to power with the greatest majority ever given a party in
Canada. Then there was the report of the Royal Commission on the
finances of Newfoundland, which was made to the Government on
May 31st. Although the members of the commission had been praised
by the Premier of Newfoundland in an unusual way on their appoint-
ment, he wasn't a bit enthusiastic after the report had been tabled. He
actually said: "I helped to pick some of them, God help me!" There
was a big controversy over the report, and it wasn't until a year later
that legislation was passed to give effect to it.
On Saturday, January 18th, Mr. St. Laurent resigned his position
as Leader of the Opposition, and Lester B. Pearson was elected at a
convention in his stead. The proceedings were shown on TV and were
very interesting to watch, and they were seen by millions of people
across Canada.
In the House of Commons on the following Monday, the Prime
Minister praised his predecessor Louis St. Laurent, whom he had
known as president of the Canadian Bar Association. He, himself, was
already a member when Mr. St. Laurent came in as Minister of Justice
in the cabinet of Mackenzie King, and he had known him as Secretary
of State for External Affairs and as Prime Minister. Mr. Diefenbaker
spoke of him as an outstanding lawyer, distinguished in his profession,
and an honoured parliamentarian who had lived a rich and fruitful life.
He had served his day and generation. Mr. Diefenbaker wished him
many happy years.
He also congratulated the new Leader of the Opposition, Mr.
Pearson, and spoke of his rapid rise as a diplomat. "I congratulate him
and extend to him my best wishes."
Mr. St. Laurent felt very moved by the words of his political oppo-
nent and said:
"They will not only be recorded in the debates of the House, but they
will always be engraved in my memory. "
Mr. Pearson, whom everybody liked, thanked the Prime Minister
and the Leaders of the other two parties, and said he appreciated the
friendly reception he received from them. He then repeated words
which the former Prime Minister had said when George Drew first ap-
peared in the House as Leader of the Opposition.
"The position of Leader of the Opposition requires a combination of
qualities, a knowledge ofpublic affairs and the ability to criticize firmly
and boldly on proper occasions but also the ability to discriminate bet-
ween proper occasions and times when mere wordy outpourings would
be anything but constructive.
I shall also try my very best to emulate my Right Honourable friend the
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Prime Minister in at least one respect as Leader of the Opposition; name-
ly, to stay in this position for as short a time as he was successful in do-
ing. "
Probably the strangest amendment ever heard in the House of
Commons was made by Mr. Pearson later that same day, January 20th.
It was his first major speech in the House as newly elected Leader of the
Liberal Party and Leader of the official Opposition. At this time, Mr.
Diefenbaker was head of a minority government with 112 seats. The
Liberals who now formed the official Opposition had 105. On the mo-
tion to go into a committee of the whole House on supply, Mr. Pearson
made a long speech in which he took the trouble to state his amendment
in advance. Finally, he moved, seconded by Mr. St. Laurent:
"In view of the fact that in the seven months His Excellency's advisors
have been in office, Canada's total trade has ceased to expand, export
markets have been threatened, and proposals for freer trade have been
rebuffed;
That investment has been discouraged and unemployment has risen
drastically;
That farmers and other primary producers have been disillusioned and
discouraged;
That relations with Provincial Governments have deteriorated into con-
fusion;
That the budget is no longer in balance, revenues are declining, expen-
ditures are rising and Parliament has been denied a national accounting;
That there is growing confusion about defence and security;
That day to day expedients have been substituted for firm and steady ad-
ministration;
And in view of the desirability, at this time, of having a Government
pledged to implement liberal policies, His Excellency's advisors should,
in the opinion of this House, submit their resignation forthwith."
This was greeted with hoots of derision from our side. It was a
great opportunity for the Prime Minister, who was a most effective
debater. He said:
"The only reason this amendment is worded as it is is that my
honourable friends opposite [the Liberals) quake when they think of
what will happen if an election comes. "
He went on to give a list of many resolutions which the Progressive
Conservative party had introduced when in opposition, and which the
Liberal Government had turned down, and pre-election promises which
we had made and the Liberals said, "they could not be done," and
which were now on the Statute Book after being supported by the
Liberals.
The Prime Minister stated that the former Liberal Government
knew all along that conditions were getting worse during their last year
in office, and that they had an actual report from the Department of
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Trade and Commerce advising them in many ways about this.
However, before he would read from that report of which he had ob-
tained a copy, he gave a list of some of the things that we had done since
taking over the Government. It was a most impressive list.
"We have reduced taxes - we made $300,000,000 available to swell the
flow of funds into house building. As a result, housing starts in
municipalities having a population over 5,000 ranged between 70,000
and 80,000 during the summer. They rose 92.4 per cent in October and
in November the number was 217,000, a record number for that month.
We extended the period ofpayments under the Unemployment Insurance
Act so that people would still be in receipt of unemployment insurance
payments during the hard months of winter and early spring.
We increased Pensions and Veterans' Allowances.
We are endeavouring to bring in Farm Supports.
We are increasing expenditures on Public Works.
We brought into effect cash advances on farm-stored wheat. Despite the
statements of the Opposition, we exported more wheat in November
than was exported in November a year before.
We intend to provide special assistance to the provinces by the sea that
are in need. "
The Prime Minister gave a list of occasions when he was in opposi-
tion and his party had warned the Government of the serious deteriora-
tion in economic conditions. The Prime Minister then proceeded to
read from a document that was entitled "Canadian Economic
Outlook," prepared by the Economic Branch of the Department of
Trade and Commerce for presentation to the Cabinet in March 1957,
when the members of the former Government were telling the Canadian
people how well things were going. The Prime Minister cited many
paragraphs from this report, which should have warned the Govern-
ment of the seriousness of the situation; and the Government of that
day should have told the people the truth about the economy, even
though it was unpalatable. The situation was such that more caution on
the outlook was appropriate at that time. There was a further drop in
sales to the U.S.A., and overseas markets for grains, especially wheat,
were likely to decline. Construction did not expand from 1956 to 1957
and was lower than in 1955. There was also a decline expected in
defence production expenditures. Since the document referred to the
fact that the economy in Canada was largely dependent upon the state
of the economy in the U.S.A., the Prime Minister read extracts from
the NEW YORK TIMES describing the decline in the U.S.A. in many
branches of industry since 1956.
The Prime Minister then quoted extracts from a speech Mr. Pear-
son had made on July 13th, 1957, in San Francisco, where he was blam-
ing the United States for trade practices injurious to Canada, and par-
ticularly to the huge adverse trade balance, and of his statement that
unless the U.S.A. bought more Canadian goods, "Canada will have to
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take some kind of remedial action." He challenged Mr. Pearson to tell
the House the sort of remedial action he had in mind.
Mr. Coldwell, the Leader of the C.C.F., spoke as Mr. Diefenbaker
thought he would. He said.
"We could no more vote for this amendment as it stands with this pro-
posal in it that we could do anything else as unintelligent as that would
be. "
Mr. Coldwell accordingly moved, seconded by the honourable
member for Winnipeg North Centre (Mr. Knowles), that the amend-
ment be amended by striking out all the words after the words "steady
administration" and by substituting therefor the following words:
"This House is of the opinion that the economic conditions now facing
this country, including the uncertainty of our export markets and the
alarming unemployment situation revealed by figures released during the
past week, called for consideration by the Government of the United
Kingdom trade proposals, as well as other means to secure increasing
markets for our farm and industrial production, and also for considera-
tion of immediate action to relieve unemployment and distress by adop-
ting a fiscal policy which will enable the Government to re-direct invest-
ment, and embark on a comprehensive program of public develop-
ment. "
The debate continued until the next day, when Mr. Low, Leader of
the Social Credit party, finished his speech. In the same way that Mr.
Coldwell found fault with the last two lines of the amendment moved
by Mr. Pearson, so Mr. Low found that he couldn't support the final
lines in the sub-amendment proposed by Mr. Coldwell; and that
therefore his party would have to vote against the sub-amendment.
When the sub-amendment was put to a vote, only the 24 members of
the C.C.F. voted in favour of it. The official Opposition Liberals and
the Social Credit voted with the Government to defeat it; but when the
amendment introduced by Mr. Pearson was voted upon, the C.C.F.
and the Social Credit joined with the Government in defeating it by a
vote of 150 to 95.
When I was a member of the Opposition in the House of Assembly
in St. John's from 1954 to 1957, I spoke a great deal on almost every
subject. I studied the legislation carefully and I scrutinized the estimates
looking for increases and seeking explanations. There were only five
members in the Opposition at the time, so that we all had unlimited op-
portunities to speak. When I had been a member of the Opposition in
the House of Commons between 1949 and 1953, I was encouraged to
speak often.
In contrast, when I became member of Parliament in 1957 and sat
in the House of Commons as a member of the Government without a
department, I was mostly a spectator and had very few occasions to
speak. The Liberals, who had formed the Government of Canada for 22
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years without a break, were now the official Opposition. They had
some able speakers who enjoyed their new roles. They probably were
secretly afraid that John Diefenbaker might spring an election at any
time, but they were also sometimes provoked into shouting, "Bring on
an election! Hold it now!" We had so many members that there was no
longer a need to encourage our members to speak but rather to let them
do so if they so desired.
Agriculture is one of the most important industries in Canada and
naturally, it always received a great deal of attention in the House of
Commons. Many of the members were practical farmers. John Diefen-
baker, who was a man of the West, had made many promises to the
western farmers in his 1957 campaign, but these were based on sound
policies which he had strongly advocated when he was in opposition.
The Liberals were unable to vote against his legislation, but many spoke
against it. The Right Honourable James Gardiner, who had been
Minister of Agriculture for 14 years, seemed bewildered in Opposition.
Hazen Argue, the brilliant C.C.F. member for Assiniboia in Saskat-
chewan - now Senator Argue - was the most outspoken critic of our
farm legislation, so much so that at one stage Douglas Harkness, who
was then Minister of Agriculture, warned him that the C.C.F. might
lose all their seats in Saskatchewan if he persisted in criticizing our bill
to provide for the stabilization of the prices of agricultural products.
Ironically, in the 1958 election, the only one of the 10 C.C.F. members
from Saskatchewan to survive the deluge was Hazen Argue.
During that Session many members were prophesying. John
Diefenbaker's victory in 1957 must have caused the Liberals to be con-
cerned about a repeat performance, especially when he said:
"Every time an election is mentioned, they are Quaking over the possible
results. "
Paul Martin, former Minister of National Health and Welfare, was
one of the chief critics on the Liberal side, and he enjoyed his role. In
one speech, he stated that he was proud to serve under his new Leader,
the Right Honourable L. B. Pearson, and predicted that he possessed
all the qualities of a Prime Minister and that one day he would occupy
that post.
It was a bit puzzling to hear a Liberal member from Saskatchewan
say that he was going to vote for the legislation because if it passed, it
would hang the Conservatives. The legislation passed but didn't hang
the Conservatives; it was the Liberal member who was defeated. In con-
trast, a Conservative member from the province of Quebec said the
legislation would be of the greatest benefit to his province; he was
returned.
The House was moving towards the end of the extended Session. I
was absent for several days, as the Prime Minister had asked me to go to
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Newfoundland. It was the middle of winter, and I was to find out if it
would be possible to take the list of voters in Labrador at this season of
the year. I saw Magistrate Strong at Corner Brook, and also discussed
the matter with Honourable L.R. Curtis, the Minister of Justice, in St.
John's. The answer was in the affirmative, so I notified the Prime
Minister immediately. That problem being settled, there was only one
thing more to do. He had to visit the Governor General, who was then
at Quebec City, and ask for a dissolution. The time was propitious now
to call an election. The new Leader of the Liberal party, Mr. Pearson,
had been installed as Leader of the Opposition and made his challeng-
ing, fantastic opening speech. If the Liberals ever combined with the
C.C.F. and the Social Credit, our Government could have been
defeated. Such a situation was not likely. Mr. Coldwell even suggested a
coalition of the Liberal and Conservative parties, for, he said:
.. there is not an atom of difference between them. The only dif-
ference lies in their administrative approaches. "
On Saturday, February 1st, the Prime Minister was at Uplands Air-
port waiting for a plane to take him to Quebec City to see Mr. Massey,
the Governor General. As is usual when the Prime Minister goes
anywhere or arrives from anywhere, there are newsmen on the plat-
form, or in the station, or in the airport, to see him off or to greet him
on his arrival. They didn't like to ask him any details about his impen-
ding trip on this day, but one journalist asked, "What work will the
House take up on Monday, Mr. Prime Minister?" The Prime Minister
was said to have answered by telling a story about a lady in Ireland
whose husband had recently died and was being waked in the home.
The couple hadn't been getting along very well, so when one of the
visitors who came to express his sympathy for her loss said, "My, he
looks so well I could fancy him walking in through the door on Mon-
day." The widow replied tartly, "You're mistaken, he'll be the hell out
of here by Monday." Apparently, the journalist who heard the story
laughed heartily but suspected nothing from that pointed anecdote.
When the Prime Minister got back to the House several hours
later, it was just a minute or two after six o'clock, but he got up from
his seat immediately. In spite of the cries and interruptions from the
Opposition, he announced that he had been to see the Governor
General at the Citadel in Quebec and that the present Parliament of
Canada had been dissolved by proclamation under the Great Seal of
Canada bearing the date of the 1st day of February. He added that an
election was to be held on Monday, March 31st, and the House would
meet again early in May.
The Opposition made a big fuss about this. It was obvious that
they had been taken completely by surprise. Although they had
repeatedly challeged the Prime Minister to have an election, it was quite
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clear that they didn't want one and hadn't expected it at this time. Mr.
Sinclair, the former Minister of Fisheries, said sadly to Roland
Michener:
"You were such a good speaker, too."
The Speaker said:
"There is nothing can be done about it now. The Parliament has been
dissolved, "
and he left the Chair.
Since we had formed a Government and because of the important
legislation which we had passed in the seven months we had been in of-
fice, there was a big change in the political atmosphere all across
Canada. It was noticeable even in Newfoundland. So obvious was the
trend that Allister Grosart said to me in Ottawa, in the presence of John
C. Doyle, that we were going to have too many seats. That was not a
bad complaint, especially for our party which had been so long in the
"cold shades of opposition." People were feeling the good effects of
the benefit from increased Old Age Pensions, extended unemployment
insurance, and the vast amount of money devoted to the construction
of homes. Everything was going our way. The campaign was easy to
organize; we had more volunteer workers, and our meetings were well
attended.
In this election the Premier of Newfoundland was up to his old
tricks, wanting to get seven seats for the Liberals. He and all his
members were out canvassing in most of the districts for the Liberal
candidates, even knocking on doors. Harold Horwood, in THE EVEN-
ING TELEGRAM, said that 250 Liberal supporters went out to canvass
St. John's West. Leonard Miller (the Liberal candidate) had been
elected as a Progressive Conservative in the first Provincial election in
1949, but he switched parties for this election. Mr. Smallwood an-
nounced that he would launch a program of road building worth
$56,000,000 to build and pave roads over the next five years. Everyone
wondered where the money was coming from. He told an audience in
one outport settlement, according to THE EVENING TELEGRAM,
that this expenditure depended on Mr. Pearson becoming Prime
Minister.
John Diefenbaker conducted a whirlwind campaign, going from
one end of the country to the other twice. He arrived in Newfoundland
at the Argentia airport, drove in to St. John's and was given a letter
from Mr. Smallwood. This was on the 19th of February. That evening
when Mr. Diefenbaker was speaking to the overflow crowd in the
C.L.B. Armoury, he told about the letter that he had received. He had
shown it to me before he spoke. The Premier asked the Prime Minister
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to introduce and pass an Act of Parliament to provide federal aid for
distribution lines for electricity in Newfoundland. We both saw Mr.
Smallwood's letter and realized what it meant. Mr. Smallwood was
counting on Mr. Diefenbaker being returned as Prime Minister. Mr.
Diefenbaker congratulated Mr. Smallwood on his good judgment, and
thanked him for his forecast. The Prime Minister read the letter to the
audience so that everyone heard the request for assistance.
This campaign had its hardships, I suppose, in different places
across the country. Here in St. John's on the first of March, we had a
terrible sleet storm and hundreds of utility poles fell down as a result.
There were 90 poles on the ground in one place. I was out that morning,
and drove through the poles strewn along the road covered with silver
thaw. In some places I saw live wires sparking on the ground. The crews
from the Telephone Company and the Light and Power Companies
were out trying to repair the damage. It must have taken them at least a
week to put things to rights. It was claimed that this was the worst storm
in thirty years. Harold Horwood, who wrote a column daily in THE
EVENING TELEGRAM, said that he was going to vote for John
Diefenbaker. He had voted for him in 1957 when he thought he was the
proper man to be elected, and he was going to vote for him again as he
was sure he was the proper man to be elected now.
The 31st of March was a day which Premier Smallwood usually
celebrated. When he heard the returns from the election on the night of
March 31st in 1958, he must have received an awful shock, to think that
on the ninth anniversary of our entry into Confederation the Liberal
party would have suffered its worst defeat at the hands of the P.c.s at
the polls.
The results of the election were phenomenal. In striking contrast to
the pride and conceit shown by the Liberals in the House, when they
wanted the Government to resign and ask the Governor General to send
for the Liberals to form a new Government only seven months after
their disastrous defeat at the polls, the public gave John Diefenbaker
and the Progressive Conservative party the greatest number of seats
ever won by any party in the history of Canada. We won 208 seats to 48
for the Liberals. That was the lowest number of seats held by the
Liberals after any election since Confederation in 1867.
Three more former Liberal cabinet ministers were defeated. These
were the Right Honourable James Gardiner, the former Minister of
Agriculture; George Marler, former Minister of Transport; and James
Sinclair, former Minister of Fisheries. Only four of those who had been
cabinet ministers in the government of Mr. St. Laurent survived. These
were Messrs. Pearson, Martin, Chevrier and Pickersgill. Mr. Lesage
had also been in the Cabinet but did not contest this election. He had
resigned to take over the leadership of the Liberal party in Quebec.
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The Results of
The Federal General Election of March 31 st, 1958
PROVINCE CONSER-
VATIVES LIBERALS C.C.F. LIB. LAB.
British Columbia 18 4
Alberta 17
Saskatchewan 16
Manitoba 14
Ontario 67 14
Quebec 50 25
New Brunswick 7 3
Nova Scotia 12
Newfoundland 2
P. E. Island 4
N. W. Territories
Yukon 1
TOTAL 208 48
TOTAL MEMBERS = 265
The C.C.F. party was reduced from 25 seats to 8 in the House of
Commons. The Social Credit party was completely wiped out. Our par-
ty took all the seats in four provinces: Alberta, Manitoba, Nova Scotia
and Prince Edward Island. We won 16 out of 17 seats in Saskatchewan,
and in Quebec, where the Liberals always counted on a majority, the
Conservatives won 50 seats to 25 for the Liberals, the worst drubbing
for the Liberals since 1882 when they won only 17 out of 65 seats. In
New Brunswick we won 7 seats out of 12, a gain of 2 over our total in
1957. In Ontario our party won the second highest number of seats any
party has even won in that province - 67. The Liberals won seats in on-
ly four of the provinces, Quebec, Ontario, New Brunswick and New-
foundland.
In Newfoundland the votes for our party increased considerably,
especially in the ridings of St. John's East and West. Jim McGrath in
St. John's East had a majority of 8,687, and I had a majority of 5,615
in St. John's West. Our candidates in the other districts increased their
votes, but only in Bonavista-Twillingate, where Mr. Pickersgill was
standing, did a Liberal candidate increase his majority.
I'd like to thank our candidates for running in this election -
Harvey Cole in Burin-Burgeo, Tom Cahill in Humber-St. Georges, Jed
Winter in Bonavista-Twillingate, Dave Decker in Grand Falls-White
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Bay and Arthur Harnett in Trinity-Conception. They put up a very
good show. Altogether, our candidates obtained 72,272 votes compared
to 86,960 for the Liberals; in other words, we gained 45.6 per cent of the
combined vote and the Liberals obtained 54.4 per cent. It seemed to be
a good augury for the future of our party in Newfoundland. 1 Here are
the figures of the results of the elections in St. John's East and West
since 1949:
ST. JOHN'S EAST
1949 G. F. Higgins (P.e.)
1953 A. M. Fraser (Lib.)
1957 J. A. McGrath (P.e.)
1958 J. A. McGrath (P.C.)
GENERAL
ELECTION
MAJORITIES
1199
1619
1239
8697
It will thus be seen that Mr. McGrath's majority had increased to seven
times what it was in 1957, or by almost 7,500 more votes. This was a
very encouraging sign for the success of our party.
ST. JOHN'S WEST
1949 W. J. Browne (P .e.)
1953 J. A. Power (Lib.)
1957 W. J. Browne (P.e.)
1958 Hon. W. J. Browne (P.C.)
GENERAL
ELECTION
MAJORITIES
516
940
2090
5615
Here was an increase of 3,525 over the majority that I had received in
1957. This should have been of some encouragement to the Prime
Minister.
I was surprised, therefore, when I read in Mr. Diefenbaker's
memoirs published in 1976, the second volume at page 230 where he
wrote:
"On election day, Olive and I were at home in Prince Albert. The first
result from the East didn't show great promise; in five elections, I never
had any real political success in Newfoundland. ... In 1958 we retained
our two seats out of a possible seven. When I saw these results, I
wondered if my hopes of victory would be fulfilled. "
It seems to me that the results of the popular vote in New-
foundland and the large majorities for Jim McGrath and me should
have given great encouragement to Mr. Diefenbaker, rather than other-
wise. In truth, I think that Mr. Diefenbaker was only superficially ac-
ISeeAppendix C for results in e1eclionsin ridingsoulSideSI. John's.
235
quainted with the political situation in Newfoundland. His unsatisfac-
tory dealings with Premier Smallwood let him think - incorrectly in my
view - that he could never have much political success in the newest
province. When it is remembered that he hadn't given a department to
Newfoundland when he was elected in 1957, it is difficult to see how he
could expect more.
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Chapter Fourteen
New Session of Parliament - Harbour Development -
Delay in Publishing Report on Term 29 - Billy's Ordination
- United Nations Social Contacts - Mrs. Isaac Killam and
the World Series - Death of Sir Albert Walsh - Views on
Apartheid - Death of Sidney Smith
When Parliament opened on Monday, May 12th, 1958, the Con-
servatives occupied all the Government side of the House to the right of
the Speaker, and spilled over and occupied most of the seats to the left
of the Speaker. Roland Michener, who had been elected Speaker in
1957, was unanimously chosen again for that position. The Speech
from the Throne, amongst other things, announced the forthcoming
visit of Princess Margaret to Canada to attend the ceremonies marking
the centennial of the province of British Columbia. It also announced
that we would have visits, during this year, from the Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom; the new Prime Minister of Ghana; the President
of the United States, and the President of West Germany.
Although we had increased the benefits of the Unemployment In-
surance Act the year before, in this Session we were going to extend by
six weeks the time that workers could collect them. We had already
spent a vast amount of money for house building, as there was a great
need for this to be done. We were going to continue this policy, and
eventually provided into the billions the amount of money available for
building houses.
The constuction industry should have taken great pleasure at hear-
ing that we were going to extend airports across the country, and that
we were going to undertake extensive work on harbours, rivers and
other public works. The Prime Minister was a firm believer in the
phrase "The Twentieth Century belongs to Canada." Much of the
wealth of this great country lies in its northern regions, and he felt that
the only way to make these riches available was to open up the north to
exploration and development by building roads, railways and airstrips.
A new railway was to be built to Great Slave Lake in the north. New
roads were to be constructed in the Yukon and in the Northwest Ter-
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ritories. The South Saskatchewan River Dam, or as it was called the
South Saskatchewan Project - which would mean the construction of
a dam on the South Saskatchewan River and irrigation channels from
the huge amount of water that would be collected behind it - had been
a contentious matter, and had been promoted by John Diefenbaker
when he was in Opposition. Now that he was head of the Government
he was going to ask the House to supply the money for this project. It
would certainly be a popular move in Saskatchewan.
Although we had already brought in legislation to help farmers,
and had given special attention for aid to small business people, we were
going to do even more for these two groups. In the area of criminal
justice, a National Parole Board was to be appointed.
The election brought into the House a large number of able young
men, many of them from the province of Quebec. Robert Lafreniere
was one of these, and he was picked by the Prime Minister to propose
the appointment of a committee to draft the Address in Reply. The
seconder was another brilliant man, Erik Neilsen from the Yukon.
I was impressed by Mr. Lafreniere's reference to the influence
which Prime Minister Diefenbaker had upon young voters, as well as by
his broad national outlook.
I thought he would do well in politics. Unfortunately, he was over-
whelmed in the election of 1962 by one of the followers of Real
Caouette whose Social Credit party candidate had a majority of over
20,000 votes. This, in spite of the fact that in 1958 he had defeated the
Liberal incumbent, Mr. LaCroix, who had been the member for
Quebec-Montmorency, by nearly six thousand votes. The results in
1962 were to show the spectacular rise of Social Credit in Quebec under
the inspiring leadership of Real Caouette, whose party won twenty-six
seats in that province.
One of the problems of the House of Commons was that people
who spoke in French sometimes could not understand the English
speakers, and the people who spoke English couldn't understand the
French. Our Government decided to provide for a system of
simultaneous translation, so that by the use of an earpiece a man could
listen to a translator and select either French or English. Up to this time,
if you could not understand the language in which a member was speak-
ing, you would have to wait until the next day to read the translation in
Hansard.
The House of Commons was greatly saddened on opening day by
the news announced by the Prime Minister that on the previous day the
former 'whip' of the party, the member of Grenville-Dundas, Mr. Azra
Casselman, had died after a long illness. He had been elected in eleven
general elections since 1921. He was a lawyer, a veteran of World War
I, and popular with everyone in the House of Commons. Sympathy was
extended to his wife and family, and especially to his father-in-law,
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Honourable Earl Rowe, who also had a long record of consistent elec-
tion victories since 1923 when he was elected to the Legislative
Assembly of Ontario, and afterwards, from 1925, as a member of the
House of Commons.
In a byelection held in September, 1958, Mrs. Jean Casselman was
elected to her husband's seat. She was re-elected in 1962, 1963 and
1965. She later married Mr. Wadds and was Canada's High Commis-
sioner in London, England, from 1981 until the appointment in
January, 1983, of Honourable Don Jamieson from Newfoundland.
A matter of the greatest importance to the City of St. John's, the
western half of which was in my riding and the eastern half in the riding
of James McGrath, was the announcement by the Prime Minister at the
start of the 1958 election campaign in Newfoundland that our Govern-
ment intended to proceed promptly with the harbour development. The
news of this announcement had a big effect on the outcome of the elec-
tion, naturally, because it was obvious that it would provide employ-
ment for hundreds of persons and that it would take several years to
build. I knew the waterfront of the fine harbour of St. John's very well,
as, like many boys of the west end, I spent much of my time playing
around the wharves, even swimming and diving in the polluted waters
of the harbour. I might say they were not as bad as they afterwards
became, as we often fished for tomcods and sculpins off the wharves
and we could see the fish moving around our hooks or our bait. We did
not eat fish caught there.
In my youth there were many finger wharves, as they were called,
jutting out from the breastwork for the whole length of the harbour on
both the north and on the south sides. Since then many of them had
fallen into decay and disuse. The fish trade in St. John's had declined
rapidly after the Fishermen's Protective Union was formed by William
Coaker in 1908. He established a fish export business in Port Union in
Trinity Bay.
During the Second World War many of the old wharves or their
ruins in the west end were removed and substantial new ones built to ac-
commodate the Canadian warships that came to St. John's during that
period for supplies or for repairs. Substantial reconstruction had been
done by the Canadian Government, using heavy timber, all of which
had to be removed in the new improvements of 1958.
The design of the work on the north side of the harbour eventually
caused the removal of all the finger wharves where there were any left,
between the Canadian National premises at the west end and Job's
Cove at the east. The eventual decision was to make a straight line of
reinforced concrete breastwork from one end to the other. This made
room for several traffic lanes on the landside to the rear of the buildings
on the south side of Water Street. Some buildings had to be removed
and this involved major expense, as the owners had to be compensated.
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There was opposition to the project from the pilots of St. John's,
captains of some of the ships which used the port, and from Sir
Leonard Outerbridge, the former Lieutenant Governor of New-
foundland, and one of the directors of Harvey and Company, which
had a large business at the east end of the proposed development. One
of the spokesmen of those who opposed the project was Sir Brian Dun-
field, a judge of the Supreme Court of Newfoundland. As I remember,
one of his arguments was that the rough seas, with certain winds, would
come in the harbour and roll along the breastwork and come up around
the dock and cause ships to be dislocated or thrown up against the piers.
I always considered that this objection was more imaginary than real.
However, our Minister of Public Works, Howard Green, was in a
dilemma as to what he should do, so he spoke to me one day when I met
him in the corridor, and he backed me up against the wall and said it
was up to me to decide whether we should go ahead with the project or
not. I told him I'd give him my opinion the next day. I thought it over
and there was no doubt in my mind that there was only one piece of ad-
vice that I could give him; that was to ignore the objections and go
ahead with the project as quickly as possible. He proceeded to put the
machinery in motion and never looked back. The work done on the har-
bour was the greatest ever done there.
Back in 1927 I had strongly advocated the replacement of the old
wooden drydock in the west end of the city. I was familiar with it
because my father used to work there and as a child I used to play there,
so that I knew its condition, I knew of its age and I had heard my father
talk about its dangers. It was replaced that year during the period of the
Government when Mr. Monroe was Prime Minister, by a modern rein-
forced concrete structure.
The re-building of this dock, with all the other necessary buildings
that were constructed, constituted a valuable improvement of lasting
benefit; but the harbour development, estimated to cost $12,000,000,
proved to be of even greater importance and value. The harbour front
became a showplace where citizens still bring visitors to let them see the
ships of the different countries that visit our port, transporting rich
cargoes to and from St. John's. It used to be a great sight to see the Por-
tuguese White Fleet; great white sails flapping, coming in the harbour
to shelter from the Atlantic storms. The White Fleet is now no more.
There are now Portuguese steel ships with their coloured fishing gear on
deck, and the Spanish twin ships, Russian and other trawlers, French
cable ships and, more recently, the great ships that service the oil rigs at
Hibernia and other sites off the coast of Newfoundland and Labrador.
The harbour renewal project was not only a temporary boost to
people looking for work, but its long term benefits have been in-
valuable. The Liberals claimed to have this improvement in mind for
some years and Mr. Winters, when he was Minister of Public Works,
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was supposed to have been preparing for it, but Mr. Winters was
defeated in 1957, and it was left to our Government under Prime
Minister Diefenbaker to bring the plans to fruition in the years follow-
ing 1958.
The Royal Commission on the finances of Newfoundland (Term
29), which had been set up in February 1957 by the St. Laurent Govern-
ment, submitted its report to the Governor General in Council on the
31st of May, 1958. It was not tabled in the House until July 25th. The
Prime Minister told the House that the Government would study the
report. He later said that in view of the fact that there was criticism in
Newfoundland respecting the findings and recommendations of the
Commission, it would be necessary for the Government to give the
fullest consideration to the matter before announcing the course of ac-
tion it would follow. When the Session came to a close early in
September the matter had still not been settled, in spite of my own re-
quests to Mr. Diefenbaker, the pleas of Mr. Smallwood and the queries
in the House by Messrs. Pickersgill and Pearson.
In my opinion the Prime Minister committed a serious political er-
ror in causing this unjustifiable delay. The only explanation that I can
find for his attitude is that he wanted to avenge himself on Premier
Smallwood for the latter's action in the federal election, when he
prevented the Conservatives from winning in more than two of the
seven ridings in Newfoundland. It will be seen later how this inaction,
the exasperation that it aroused, and its final results were to have
calamitous effects on our party's fortunes in Newfoundland, and also
in Canada.
MY SON BILLY IS ORDAINED A JESUIT PRIEST
The most important event in our family in 1958 was the ordination
of my son William John to the priesthood on Saturday, June 21st, in
the chapel of the old Jesuit Seminary on Wellington Street, Toronto, by
His Eminence Cardinal McGuigan, Archbishop of Toronto. There were
nine others ordained at the same time. These were: Orlando Saa, from
China; Howard A. Logan, Jean L. Lalande, Remi J. Limoges, and
Georges F. O'Donoghue, all from Montreal; Charles B. Sitter and
Donald F. Beaudois, from Winnipeg; Paul F. Granville, from Halifax;
and Gerald W. Taite from Brockville.
Billy first went to kindergarten at the Mercy Convent in St. John's.
There he was placed in charge of the gramophone, a duty he relished
more than any other. After a year he transferred to St. Bonaventure's
College with the Irish Christian Brothers, where he stayed until he was
fifteen years of age, after which he went to the high school associated
with the University of St. Mary's in Halifax. From there he went to the
Novitiate in Guelph in September, 1945. He had always wanted to
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become a priest. His first choice had been to join the Chinese Mission,
but during the two years at St. Mary's high school, where he was taught
by the Jesuits, he decided to become a member of that Order.
Academically he had done well. I wondered, in 1945, if 1 would live to
see him ordained. I have had that pleasure. Thirteen years must be the
longest period of training for any profession. We kept up a constant
correspondence during the years and some of the material for these
memoirs came from the letters received or written during that time. The
first two years were spent in the Novitiate, and then entrants into the
Order were advanced in easy stages. The course involved at least three
years of teaching. Billy spent this period at St. Regis College in
Kingston, Ontario.
The Jesuit Order was founded by a former soldier, a wounded
veteran of the war between France and his native Spain in the sixteenth
century. Ignatius of Loyola was the youngest of eleven children born to
a family of lesser Basque nobility. He was ambitious to become a great
soldier, but in the siege of Pamplona where he fought bravely, but un-
successfully, he was so seriously wounded in both legs that he almost
died and he would never fight again.
Gradually, he grew interested in religious things and this changed
his way of life. The story of his trials, his sufferings, his scrupulosity,
his repeated illnesses, his travels to Jerusalem and back, at first made
one wonder if he would accomplish anything. But people noticed his
fervour, his generosity and especially his many kindnesses to the poor,
and, in contrast, his own abject poverty, so that eventually in his
lifetime, they looked upon him as a saint.
My acquaintance with the Jesuits began when I was a schoolboy at
St. Bon's. We met Father Cox, a Jesuit Father brought to St. John's by
Archbishop Roche in Lent to give missions to adults and students. He
had a great fund of stories, which he used sometimes in his sermons and
in his more informal talks to the students in all classes at St. Bon's. So
popular did he become in a week that he was asked to give a public lec-
ture at the Star Theatre, where a packed audience heartily enjoyed his
wit and humour. I next met the Jesuits at Oxford in 1919, Father
Wolverston on the day I arrived there, then later, Fathers Plater, Mar-
tindale and Rickaby and others at Campion Hall. It was by design,
therefore, that my sons, Billy and Peter, each in his turn attended
school in Halifax at St. Mary's where they were taught by the Jesuits.
My youngest son Edward had experience first with the Mercy Convent
and the Christian Brothers in St. John's, then with the Benedictines in
Morristown, New Jersey, next with the Jesuits in Montreal and finally
with the Oblates in Ottawa. During the winter of 1927 I read the story
of the French Jesuit missionaries who came to Canada from France
three hundred years earlier and who were martyred by the Iroquois In-
dians in Southern Ontario.
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All these len priests ordained in 1958 were familiar with the holy
and hard life of their saintly founder and aware of the innumerable
penances and sacrificies he had made. They had received their formal
training from Jesuits renowned for their learning. These new members
of the Company of Jesus would have to labour in a different world
from that of the sixteenth century. How would lhey do?
Father Billy celebrating his first Mass; one of his servers is his brother Edward
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For the ceremony, relatives and friends of the young priests had
come from many places. One of Billy's former students at Kingston had
come from Mexico. His sister Marjorie and her husband Arthur wer{
there from Halifax. Madeleine and Edward were there from St. John's.
Peter was studying piano in France and could not come. Our good
friends Mrs. Nolan and her daughter who lived in Toronto, and Mrs.
Gregory Greene, one of my constituents from Cape Broyle, New-
foundland, were there. My wife and I came down from Ottawa. It was a
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jay when there was cause for thanksgiving and rejoicing at the term ina-
ion of the long journey to the place where their life's work would
Jegin. The new Jesuit priests must also have been thankful that they
lVere now able to playa full part in the work of their Order. We were
'eminded that they still needed our prayers, that they prove faithful to
heir vows and imitate the patient perservance of their saintly founder.
We all received Holy Communion from Father Billy, who gave us a
;pecial blessing.
1 asked him recently "How did you feel on that day?" He replied
"I was nervous, and was hoping and praying that I was doing the will of
God. I was with my friends who had studied with me, and we had prac-
ticed with more experienced priests to make sure that there would be no
hitches as Cardinal McGuigan gave us the power to celebrate Mass, to
preach and hear Confessions, to help all ofGod's people in their journey
through life. "
1e also said:
"For me, the most emotional moment came when I gave my first blessing
to the members of my family. It was a beautiful way to start life as a
priest, a small sign of gratitude for so much love over the years.
Madeleine had flown from St. John's, Newfoundland, with the beginn-
ings of measles! I brought her Holy Communion to her hotel as she had
to remain there the day following my Ordination. Then off to Ollawa
where Mae had prepared a lovely reception for me and where I had the
privilege ofmeeting the Prime Minister in the Privy Council rooms. John
Diefenbaker welcomed me warmly and congratulated me. "
From Ottawa, Father Billy went to Windsor, Nova Scotia, where
le said Mass at the church that Marjorie and Art attended. Their parish
Jriest Father Labin had invited him to come there, and he was given a
learty welcome. His first High Mass was celebrated at the Basilica of
,I. John the Baptist in St. John's, Newfoundland, on Sunday, June
~9th, 1958, at 10: 15 a.m. He had often served Mass there as a boy. This
1igh Mass made a great impression upon him. The choir sang glorious-
y. Father Patrick Kennedy's eloquent words soared out over the con-
~regation. It was like a dream, seeing him sitting there on the bench
lVith two other priests taking the part of deacon and sub-deacon, as they
iid in those days, with so many other priests, brothers and nuns who
lad known him and prayed for him over the years.
At the Old Inn at Smithville, then kept by the Furlongs, there was a
~reat reception after Mass and there must have been hundreds of
'riends to greet him in the lineup. I was there introducing them all, one
Jy one. Many of them, of course, knew him well. We shook hands with
lew arrivals and he remembers vividly, as I do, how four hours passed
n this joyful reception. "Madeleine must have sent out 600 invita-
ions," he later remarked.
The following day, Monday, he took a plane to Notre Dame, In-
iiana, for a summer school in Sacred Liturgy and began to live his new
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life as a priest.
The Jesuits had taken the usual three vows of poverty, chastity and
obedience and also a fourth, one of obedience to the Pope. They have
no property of their own, they cannot marry and they must do what
they are told by superiors. Their long years of studying and teaching
will have prepared them for this exacting life. Their friends must also
continue to pray that they will remain true to their mission.
UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 1958
Since World War II, Canada played a prominent role in world af-
fairs, chiefly through its active participation in the political,
humanitarian and peace-keeping bodies of the United Nations. I was
privileged to take part in the proceedings of this International Organiza-
tion when I attended the 1958 Session of the General Assembly as vice-
chairman of the Canadian delegation. I It was an exciting and
memorable experience. The work of the United Nations is an ongoing
business. For Canada it has been frequently called "the cornerstone of
our foreign policy."
We left Ottawa on the morning of September 16th in a Department
of Transport plane, a DC3, and landed in New York a few hours later.
Our group included the Secretary of State for External Affairs,
Honourable Sidney Smith; His Excellency Foss Shannahan, the hand-
some new High Commissioner to Ottawa from New Zealand, who had
attended the Colombo Plan Conference in Saigon the year before;
several members of Parliament, and Miss Mcintosh who would be our
secretary.
My wife was with me, and arrangements had been made for us to
stay at the Barclay Hotel, where we were given a large suite. I attended a
preliminary meeting at the offices of the Canadian Legation at 2 in the
afternoon. All the delegates and officials were present. Heath McQuar-
rie, M.P. from Queen, P.E.I., had been here the previous year. We
went to the United Nations Assembly Hall at 3 p.m. Dr. Charles Malik,
who had been the diplomatic delegate from Lebanon for several years,
was elected President. I was pleased to see Sir Richard Casey again. He
was the Minister for External Affairs for Australia and he had been a
prominent figure in Saigon in 1957. The Japanese Ambassador was
elected chairman. After these formalities were over, Mae and I visited
St. Patrick's Cathedral.
When we got back to the hotel we called Margot at Ottawa and in-
vited her to come and stay with us. She was ecstatic at the thought of
being able to come and spend some time in New York.
My daily procedure was to go to the Canadian Mission head-
'For a complete list of the official Canadian delegation, see Appendix CI and C2.
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quarters at 9:30 a.m. for briefing. We would go over what would be on
the agenda or likely to be on the agenda or what we thought anyone
might want to bring up. All the members of the delegation were inform-
ed of the views of the Government on the matters that were likely to be
discussed during the day. Ambassador Ritchie, who was the permanent
Ambassador to the United Nations from Canada, was always present at
these meetings, and, in the beginning, so were Sidney Smith, the M.P .s,
and officials from the Canadian group at the U.N. I should like to say
that the officials were very well informed and very gracious and con-
siderate of the newcomers, especially people like myself. This was only
my second diplomatic mission and it was entirely new and different
from the one we had in Saigon.
As we were going into the United Nations Assembly on the second
day of our visit there, we noticed a Chinese delegate sitting on a chair in
front of a table on which there were several copies of The Black Book
on Red China by Edward Hunter. As he was asleep, most of the
delegates passing by smiled sympathetically at his predicament. This
book was given to all the delegates to explain the position taken by the
\.
United Nations General Assembly. Seated I. to r. Mr. H. M. Batten, M.P.; Mr. G.
Bernard Summers, Department of External Affairs, and Author
Chinese delegation which represented the Government of Chiang Kai-
shek, in Taiwan, or, as it was formerly called, Formosa. There was con-
siderable pressure, chiefly from Russia and its satellites, to have Chiang
Kai-shek's representative unseated and the representative of Red China
take his place. I had read much about the takeover of China by the
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Communists as I had read a great deal about Communism in general
over a period of many years. I was particularly well informed about
what had happened in China, because I knew many of the missionaries
who had been there and who were taken prisoner in 1949 or had been
subjected to cruel treatment by the Communists. I also had foHowed, to
a great extent, the career of Chiang Kai-shek and knew about his having
been sent by Sun Vat-sen to Moscow to study the system there, and how
he had come back entirely opposed to it.
The later history of Chiang Kai-skek is well known - how he had
been our ally during World War II, and still remained an ally with most
of the members of the United Nations. The conduct of Russia since the
end of World War II was not one that we could regard with any
satisfaction. We felt that we should still stay friendly and loyal to
Chiang Kai-shek, who had proved his own loyalty during many years.
Prime Minister Nehru seemed to be the chief leader outside the Com-
munist Bloc that worked for the admission of Red China. He was also
on friendly terms with Soviet Russia, which had given him loans on easy
terms.
Prime Minister Diefenbaker, in his talks in October with the
Secretary General of the United Nations, Dag Hammarskjold, learned
that this top official of the U.N. recently had favoured the immediate
admission of Red China to the United Nations. He had actually stated
to our Prime Minister that Red China should have been admitted long
ago. The Prime Minister was soon to discover, in his visits to the Com-
monwealth countries and other nations in Southeast Asia, that the
views of the Secretary Geveral and Mr. Nehru were not shared by the
heads of the Governments there, or in Australia. The Black Book on
Red China was prepared by the "committee of one million" which in-
cluded several of the leading generals of the United States, notably
General Lucius D. Clay, General George C. Marshall, and General
George Albert C. Weidmeyer, and also the famous Admiral W. F.
Halsey.
On September 23rd, the thirteenth United Nations General
Assembly postponed consideration of the seating of Communist China
by a vote of 44 to 28, with 9 absentions. This had been done for several
years, and was to continue for several years afterwards. The reasons for
this were many, but particularly because the nations in Southeast Asia
were afraid of the aggression they were experiencing from Communist
China.
Honourable Sidney Smith, in a wide-ranging speech to the House
of Commons on February 26, 1959, dealt at length with the China ques-
tion, considering the pros and cons of recognition, and ended his
remarks on the subject by repeating the statement of the Prime
Minister:
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"The question of the recognition of Red China is one that has been
receiving consideration for the last several years and the question is con-
tinually and continuously before members of the Government. "
The Minister, during his speech, observed that "the thirteenth Ses-
sion of the Assembly has been an unspectacular one." He said:
"Dramatic quality is not a criterion of success, nor is it a sole test of the
success of the session to ask how many final agreements had been reach-
ed. "
Many of the matters discussed in the speech had been debated in
previous sessions and would continue to be matters of concern in the
future. He took, for example, the subject of disarmament, which will
never be finally settled. He mentioned the compromise reached between
the Governments of Greece, Turkey and the United Kingdom on the
problem of Cyprus, and, as the Prime Minister had done, the Minister
congratulated the Governments of these three nations on the recent set-
tlement which had been arranged between them. I remember attending
a meeting of the representatives of the Governments of Commonwealth
countries at the U.N. I made a suggestion based on the experience of
our own country, Canada, where we had one province in which the
predominant culture, language and religion differed from those prevail-
ing in the greater part of the rest of the country. I suggested that there
might be a division of Cyprus into two provinces, one for those of
Greek culture and one for those of Turkish culture. This suggestion was
immediately and impatiently turned down by a representative of the
United Kingdom. The agreement on which the Prime Minister and the
Secretary of State had congratulated the governments of the three coun-
tries was made on February 19th, 1959, just a week or so before Mr.
Smith made his speech. The decision then made was that Cyprus would
become a republic. However, it was not a lasting solution and it is dif-
ficult to see how a decision can be made which will be agreeable to
everybody. The arrangement that was made was not very different from
what I had suggested at the United Nations in the fall of 1958.
Amongst those in attendance at this session were many high-
ranking cabinet ministers from different countries: the Right
Honourable R. G. Casey, Minister of State for External Affairs,
represented Australia; U. Thant represented Burma; the Honourable
Sidney Smith was the chief representative of Canada; His Excellency
Maurice Couve de Murville, Minister of Foreign Affairs, represented
France. The chairman of the delegation from India was Mr. V. K.
Krishna Menon, the Minister of Defence in India. Israel was
represented principally by Mrs. Golda Meir, who at that time was
Minister for Foreign Affairs. She was assisted by Mr. Arthur Lourie,
the Ambassador to Canada from Israel, and by Mr. Abba Eban who
was Ambassador to the United Nations and the chairman of the delega-
tion. Mr. Eban, a very able man, spoke English beautifully with a pro-
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Author with Mrs. Golda Meir, Minister of Foreign Affairs (later Prime Minister of
Israel). Behind her is Mr. Abba Eban, Israeli Ambassador to the United Nations.
nounced Oxford accent. There were many other representatives, alter-
nate delegates and advisers with all the delegations. The largest delega-
tions were those from the United States, from Russia, the United
Kingdom and France.
The elections for committees that took place were by secret ballot
and without any nominations from the floor. The countries were asked
to vote for the country of their choice, and the ones that received the
most votes would be the ones which would be elected, depending upon
the number of representatives needed for any special committee.
Generally a country would have to get one over half, that is forty-one
votes, before they would be eligible for election.
One morning, at the beginning of the session, Mr. John Foster
Dulles, the U.S. Secretary of State, spoke for several hours and gave
what I would consider a very reasonable speech on all the principal mat-
ters which were undoubtedly deserving of consideration by the United
Nations. He didn't spare his punches when talking about the attitude of
Soviet Russia.
In the afternoon of the same day, Mr. Gromyko, the indestructible
Foreign Minister of the USSR, took up a couple of hours replying to
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Mr. Dulles. He didn't spare his language either, and not only criticized
the United States, but everybody who was favoured by the United
States.
Amongst those from the House of Commons who attended the
thirteenth session were Mr. Nesbitt, M.P. for Oxford, Ontario and Mr.
Herman Batten, M.P. for Humber-St. Georges, Newfoundland. Oneof
the delegates from the Department of External Affairs was the man
who had to brief me on matters concerning Canadian policy. He was
Mr. Bernard Summers who had been secretary to the Commissioner of
Justice when I was judge of the Central District Court. Mr. Summers
was very helpful. He afterwards served as Ambassador in various coun-
tries. We all worked together in the greatest harmony. After our return
to Ottawa, I paid a special tribute in the House of Commons to Mr.
Heath McQuarrie, whose committee met for three sessions daily on the
very contentious problems in connection with trusteeship and the non-
self-governing countries in Africa. We saw again several people whom
we had met at Saigon or at New Delhi. Mr. and Mrs. Rasgotra whom
we had met in New Delhi were there, Mr. Rasgotra being a delegate
from India. Canadian delegates seemed to get along particularly well
with Indian and Norwegian delegates. Except on the China question,
Indian delegates and our own found common bases for agreement on
most questions.
Dag Hammarskjold, Secrctary-Gencral of the Unitcd Nations, grecting Mrs. Brownc
and AuthOJ
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I never got to speak in private with the Secretary General, but our
Prime Minister, who came to New York late in October, saw him at the
beginning of his world tour and had a chat with him for about three-
quarters of an hour on matters of international concern. Dag Hammar-
skjold had earned the respect and confidence of the delegates. I have
read his book Markings which was published after his tragic death in
1961. This book contains entries from his diaries which show that the
Secretary General had a very sensitive nature. He had been elected in
1957 for a second five-year term.
Shortly after our arrival we were entertained by Madame Golda
Meir at her apartment in New York and by Ambassador Ritchie at his.
We were also taken to luncheon by His Excellency Foss Shannahan and
we met Mr. Nash, the Prime Minister of New Zealand, who seemed the
most senior delegate present. He was bright and astute despite his years.
One day, while we were sitting around the lounge, I saw Lord
Attlee and I spoke to him and wished him good day. He didn't appear
to recognize me, but a few minutes afterwards he came over to where I
was sitting and put his hand on my shoulder and said, "We were right in
1949, weren't we?" I just smiled and said, "Yes." Apparently he had
asked his friend who I was. When he found out that I was the Canadian
representative and hailed from ewfoundland, he remembered me
because when he was in Newfoundland I had had some talk with him
about the value of the co-operative movement.
Charles Ritchie, who was our Ambassador to the United Nations in
1958, has published what appears to me to be a second volume of ex-
tracts from his diaries. He devotes six paragraphs or a little over three
pages to the United Nations General Assembly which lasted three mon-
ths from September 15th to December 15th, 1958.
One thing he left out was the cordial invitation that the Canadian
delegation had received from Mrs. Isaac Killam to have lunch at her
apartment and then to accompany her to her large box at Yankee
Stadium to see the commencement of the World Series. At lunch, Mrs.
Killam hardly ate a bite. She was an invalid who had to use a wheelchair
wherever she went. We all went to the ball game. I don't remember Am-
bassador Ritchie being at the game, but I sat next to Honourable C. D.
Howe, the former Minister of Trade and Commerce in the Government
of Mr. St. Laurent, and he sat next to Mrs. Killam. Several attendants
took turns pushing her wheelchair. She sat in splendour, protected from
the cold by three fur coats. She distributed lavish rewards to those who
had conducted her to her seat. She was very concerned about the loss of
the first game by the Yankees under Casey Stengel, and still more so at
the loss of the second game. She said, and the attendants around her
repeated what she said, " .... heads will roll after this," but the
Yankees, after losing their first two games, went onto win the World
Series in four straight, so I suppose nobody's head rolled. Mrs. Killam
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Author with Mr. Malik, Presidenl of the United Nations, saying "good-bye"
said she'd like to own the club. She told me she looked upon the New-
foundland Light and Power Company in Newfoundland as her com-
pany. I presume she held many shares, perhaps controlled it at the time.
I would say it was in good hands. She was the widow of Isaac Walton
Killam, a Nova Scotia bank clerk who became general manager of the
Royal Securities Corporation and a very wealthy man. The City of
Halifax has at least two great examples of their generosity, one being
the Isaac Walton Killam Hospital for Children and the other a public
library. Later, after the series was over, Mrs. Killam went to Bermuda
or Jamaica, I forget which, and from there she sent us a telegram in-
viting Mae and myself to go and spend a holiday with her. This was a
nice gesture on her part but we were not able to accept.
Ambassador Ritchie spent forty years in the diplomatic service. In
those years he must have met most of the crowned and uncrowned kings
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and queens of the world. An ordinarily observant person does not have
to spend very long at the United ations to realize the gravity of its pro-
blems and the unlikelihood of the solution of many of them without
divine intervention. The problem of the Middle East was one of these
and it still remains a hard nut to crack.
There were a great many social events at the United Nations. These
consisted of luncheons, cocktail parties and dinners, at which various
nations would be entertaining the delegations of other nations either in
the dining rooms at the United Nations or at the hotels or restaurants
outside. Much useful work was done on an informal basis at these
gatherings. There was such great demand for the use of the dining
rooms in the U.N. building that reservations had to be made a long time
in advance. I remember once receiving an invitation for lunch from Sir
Richard Casey. At the time and place indicated in my diary I turned up
and sat down beside a gentleman whom I hadn't seen before. As I
assumed he was another guest at the luncheon I expected to attend, I in-
troduced myself. I said, "My name is Browne; I come from New-
foundland." He said, "My name is Coward; I come from Jamaica." I
immediately recognized the name and told him how I loved his operetta
"Bittersweet" which I had seen in England many years before. We had
got into an interesting conversation about his works when Sir Richard
Casey came along. He whispered to me
"Your invitation was for next Thursday. Noel Coward is a particular
friend of ours whom we are entertaining at a little private lunch. "
I apologized and withdrew. The mistake was due to a wrong entry in my
appointment book.
Sir Richard was a distinguished person who afterwards became a
member of the House of Lords in London. His wife was an aviatrix.
The regime at the United Nations was rigorous unless you took
steps to avoid its effects. I was too well looked after. I had been provid-
ed with a chauffeur, an American of Italian descent named Joe who
drove me to the Mission or to the United Nations in a shining Cadillac.
Eventually I had to take to walking like many of the others, because of
the need for exercise. Joe used to listen to the debates in the General
Assembly. In December, when Guinea, a former colony of France,
became a republic it was admitted to the United Nations. Ambassador
Ritchie and some other delegates discussed whether I should welcome
them in French or English. As the language generally used in Guinea
was French, the decision was that I should speak in French. My speech
was drafted, therefore, and I delivered it from the podium. After the
meeting I asked my chauffeur Joe, "How did it go?" He said, "Not
very good. The man next to me said 'that guy is no Frenchman.' " And
Joe was no diplomat!
The various delegations were seated in alphabetical order around
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the great hall. As a result, I was seated next to Cambodia. Prince
Norodom Sihanouk, its distinguished representative, was a tireless
writer. He was Prime Minister at the time, although only thirty-six years
of age. He became Chief of State in 1960. On one occasion he brought a
group of dancers from Cambodia to put on an attractive show of danc-
ing for the delegates. In 1970 the Khmer Rouge took control of much of
Cambodia, and Sihanouk was forced to seek refuge in China. The peo-
ple of Cambodia have suffered terrible atrocities at the hands of the
North Vietnamese who now control the former French colonies which
composed Indochina.
There were many distinguished celebrities who came to the United
Nations and held receptions. The Queen of the Hellenes was one; the
Prince and Princess of Morocco were another couple, and there was a
special delegation from South Korea who, at that time, were meeting
the delegates to try to persuade them to admit South Korea as a member
of the United Nations. The Ambassador to Canada from Austria in
1958 was His Excellency Kurt Waldheim. Mae and I saw him and his
wife frequently in Ottawa, but we also met them at the United Nations.
Later he became Secretary General of the organization and was re-
elected for a second term.
We had time off on weekends to do some visiting on our own.
Some of the former Newfoundlanders we saw included my cousin
Laura MacDonald, a daughter of my aunt, Selina Sullivan, who lived in
Brooklyn, as did my former next door neighbour Jimmy Dwyer. We
went to see both of them and found them in good health. We visited
another cousin, Nellie Ryan, and her husband Charlie who still lived on
Long Island. We also saw Eleanor Lawton, the gifted musical daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Lou Lawton from Bell Island, on several occasions.
She was in New York studying piano at the famous Juillard School of
Music. Another Newfoundlander whom we saw was Mrs. Regina
McBride (nee Murphy), a sister of my daughter's husband John. We
visited Mrs. Helen L'Episcopo, a widow who was the aunt of our friend
James Greene of St. John's. She received us very hospitably and in-
troduced us to several interesting people. Amongst those we met under
her guidance were people at the institute operated by Dorothy Day who
had won fame because of the great interest she had taken, and was still
taking, in the poor of New York - the derelicts who came to her hostel
for help. Another person we got to meet was a parish priest in whose
parish hall a branch of the famous Alcoholics Anonymous used to hold
its meetings. We were introduced to a most interesting man, a black
man, who informed us he had been an alcoholic and used to go home
drunk every afternoon. The kids along the way used to make fun of
him. He became a member of Alcoholics Anonymous and quit drink-
ing. He told us:
"Now, when I am on my way home/rom work in the a/lernoons, I drop
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in to the church to say a prayer. I say, 'Lord, how do you think I did to-
day?' "
The people in the class which he addressed that evening were a mixed
group of men and women of different races. He spoke most impressive-
lyon the achievements of Acoholics Anonymous. He offered to me to
go anywhere to speak to an A.A. group. The priest told me that liquor
is no respecter of persons and people from all walks of life had joined
the A.A. group in his parish. I can imagine what an advantage it must
have been to have such a person as the man we met, talk to those
wishing to overcome their craving for liquor.
On another occasion I went to Boston to see my cousins the
O'Reillys. It was the day that the former Governor of Massachusetts
and former Mayor of Boston, James Curley, was buried. It was a great
occasion, for Mr. Curley had been a famous man in many ways. He was
born in Boston on November 20th, 1874, so that he was eighty-four
years of age when he died. He had entered state politics in 1902 and was
elected to the United States Senate in 1910. He had been Mayor of
Boston on four occasions for a period of fifteen years. He was Gover-
nor of the State of Massachusetts between 1935 and 1937 and was a
member of the United States House of Representatives from 1943 to
1947. He was a "Boss" politician of the old school who, despite many
faults, was the idol of most of the Irish population of Boston. His
defeat in 1949 was the source of the famous story based on his life called
The Last Hurrah. It became a number one best seller at the bookstores
and was the inspiration for the very popular movie of the same name, in
which Spencer Tracey played the leading role. It was a pleasure for me
to see my cousin Edward O'Reilly and his sisters again. It had been over
forty years since I first met them, in 1916.
Another weekend I went to New Rochelle where the headquarters
of the Irish Christian Brothers in the United States was located. There I
met Brother Valerian Ryan whom I had not seen since 1921 when I met
him at the North Monastery in Cork. He was a brother of Reverend
Brother J. B. Ryan, who was principal at St. Bon's when I was a stu-
dent. I also met Brothers Knight and Tarrant, who taught at St. Bon's
when Peter and Billy were students there. This was a delightful visit.
Before I went to the United Nations I had imagined that it was
something like Parliament, and I was not disappointed. There is the
Security Council which is in many ways like a Cabinet, and there is the
General Assembly which could be compared to the House. And of
course, there are committees. The committee I worked with principally
was the one that studied special political questions.
There were hundreds of delegates present. (Each country can send
up to five delegates to the General Assembly). According to its charter,
the main objective of the United Nations is the preservation of peace.
Most of the members realized the serious job they had to do, and were
256
working hard for peace so that the great expenditures on armaments
could be reduced. The Russian delegation, Mr. Gromyko particularly,
was trying to say that his Government was working for peace while the
rest of the world, outside the Soviet Bloc and Communist China, was
condemning Russia for its actions and for its part in keeping the world
unsettled.
Some time after the House opened in January of 1959, the
Honourable Sidney Smith spoke in detail about our foreign policy. He
was followed by the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Pearson, and by
Mr. Herridge of the C.C.F. After they had spoken, I also told of my ex-
periences at the U.N. and supplemented what had been said by Mr.
Smith. I had this to say about a question that was considered at the
United Nations concerning the policy of apartheid in South Africa:
"We regret this mailer is being considered so frequently year after year.
We have a special interest in South Africa because, like ourselves, South
Africa is a member of the Commonwealth of Nations, and in two world
wars our forces have fought side by side. Ties are strong, so it is difficult
for Canada to take a positive allitude in this mailer against South Africa.
However, we felt that this principle was very important and we did sup-
port the resolution. It was very moderate in tone and the whole tenor of
the debate was temperate. We took a part in drafting the resolution so
that it would be inoffensive to South Africa. We pointed out in our state-
ment that if South Africa would take a second look at its policies, and
reconsider them in the light of the universal opinions which had been ex-
pressed on all sides against the policies they have been following, we
believe they would change their policies, and that the world would con-
gratulate and praise them for changing their altitude in this respect. The
resolution was, of course, adopted. This was the first time Canada had
supported a resolution of this kind. I am sure all members of the House
will appreciate that we have nothing but good wishes and good will for
the government of South Africa. We trust that before thefourteenth ses-
sion of the United Nations comes around the change we hope for will
have taken place. "
The next day Mr. Smith came to me and said that he had received a
visit from the High Commissioner from South Africa that morning. He
had complained about my reference to South Africa in my speech the
day before. When I told him that this was what we had said in the
United Nations, he said, thoughtfully, "Well, I agree with what you
said anyway," and that was the end of it. It is to be regretted that South
Africa has continued in her attitude in regard to apartheid and there has
been great trouble there as a result. Perhaps with the present govern-
ment the attitude may have softened a little but it is not sufficient yet.
There has to be a time when more consideration will be given to the
rights of the majority of people who live in the country.
As may be gathered from the two diplomatic missions in which I
had been engaged, Honourable Sidney Smith and I were very good
friends. Imagine, therefore, the shock received when on Tuesday,
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March 17th, 1959, shortly after the House met at 2:30 p.m., the Prime
Minister rose in his seat and said:
Honourable Sidney Smith, M.P.
1897-1959, Secretary of Slate for
Foreign Affairs
"Mr. Speaker, I have a most difficult announcement to make regarding
one of our colleagues, the Secretary of State for External Affairs, who
passed away a few moments ago. No words of mine can express the feel-
ings I have, and I know I speak for members of this House. He was a
longtime personalfriend ofmine. I suggest that we stand in memory, and
that the House do adjourn. "
When the House resumed sitting the next day, Mr. Diefenbaker,
after acknowledging the presence in the Speaker's gallery of the Right
Honourable Harold Macmillan, Prime Minister of Great Britain, and
of the British Foreign Secretary Selwyn Lloyd, who had stopped at Ot-
tawa on their way to Washington, paid a warm and heartfelt tribute to
his friend and colleague, Sidney Smith. He spoke of his military service,
first as an infantryman and then as a member of the Royal Flying Corps
in World War One. He made reference to his studies in his native Nova
Scotia, and his teaching at Dalhousie and Osgoode Hall. He praised his
academic and administrative career, from which many thousands of
students had benefited while he was Dean of the Law School of
Dalhousie University, then President of the University of Manitoba,
and more recently of the University of Toronto.
Mr. Diefenbaker concluded:
"His was a life of service and devotion. He had an instinctive genius for
human relationships. After becoming a member of the House of com-
mons and a Minister of the Crown, he visited various parts of the world.
Today messages are being received from national and international
leaders not only in Canada, in the United Nations and NA TO but in the
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capitals of the world. All of them confirm the estimate that weformed of
him and the respect, admiration and affection felt for one who gave so
much to his country. Indeed, his loss is being felt throughout the entire
free world to the principles of which he gave unstinting devotion as a
happy warrior for peace. ... The range of his interests can only be ap-
preciated by those who knew the capacity of his mind and the boundless
energy which he possessed. He was one of those who had the capacity for
work above and beyond the normal limits ofendurance. He was one who
put the demands of duty at all times before other considerations. "
In 1927 Mr. Smith had given a shield for permanent competition at
Dalhousie Law School, to be awarded to the best forensic debater in a
contest. The first winner of the contest was Albert J. Walsh of New-
foundland. Albert Walsh was knighted afterwards for services he
rendered as a member of the Commission of Government, and he was
installed as the first Lieutenant Governor of the Province of New-
foundland after Confederation. In the same year, due to the vacancy
created by the untimely death of Sir Edward Emerson, he was ap-
pointed Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Newfoundland. News of
Sir Albert's death reached me while I was at the United Nations in 1958.
Other winners of the Sidney Smith Shield were the late John B.
McEvoy, 1934; the present Mr. Justice Noel of the Supreme Court of
Newfoundland, 1949; Frank O'Dea, who won in 1966; Leo Barry, who
won in 1967 and John V. O'Dea, Junior, who won in 1981.
The Honourable Lester Pearson, the Leader of the Opposition,
and Secretary of State for External Affairs from 1948 to 1957, who had
known him for many years, said, in the course of his eulogy of our late
colleague:
"As perhaps I have some reason to know, his was an arduous and exac-
ting portfolio and one which he accepted out of that sense ofpublic ser-
vice which dominated his life, at a time when years ofunremilling service
in other fields had perhaps given him the right to look forward to easier
days. Instead, he began a new service in a field in which he was achieving
national and international recognition - though he had only been in of-
fice a short time - through his calm good judgment and through his
broadminded and forward-looking aproach to international problems
.... Today we think ofhim not only, or perhaps not even primarily, as a
minister of the Crown, but as a friend, whole-souled and great-hearted,
with a gift for the bright and kindly word and a genius for comradeship
and good companionship; a man who made friends easily and who kept
them just as easily. The country has lost a devoted, sincere and ac-
complished public servant, and we have lost a friend whom we will not
soon forget. "
Mr. Diefenbaker then announced that there would be a state
funeral service the following day at four o'clock at Chalmers United
Church. Sympathy was extended to the widow and daughters of the late
Mr. Smith. It will be seen from these tributes paid by the Prime Minister
and the Leader of the Opposition and others that Mr. Smith was no or-
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dinary man. I was privileged and honoured to have become his friend
and to have sat next to him at so many conferences. As Mr. Pearson
said, he would remain long in our memory.
I was to miss him in another way, for I felt that he would have en-
trusted to me other matters of the kind I had been engaged in during
1957 and 1958. He was, however, succeeded by Howard Green, who
had been Minister of Public Works, and who had other ideas of who
should represent Canada at international gatherings.
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Chapter Fifteen
Loggers' Dispute - Conciliation Board Report Rejected by
Employers - Premier Denounces 1. W.A. - Forms New
Union - Rioting in Badger - Violence in the Woods -
Constable Killed - Reinforcements for R.C.M.P. Refused
- Commissioner Resigns - Companies Recognize New
Union - Work in Woods Resumed - I. W.A. Leaves -
Judges - Royal Visit to Canada - Tour with Royal Party -
St. Lawrence Seaway - St. John's Housing Authority
In 1959 the House of Assembly in Newfoundland was opened on
Monday, February 23rd, by His Honour Lieutenant Governor Camp-
bell Macpherson, who had been appointed by our Government. The
first item in the Speech from the Throne was the happy news that Her
Majesty the Queen and Prince Philip were going to visit Newfoundland.
St. John's would be the first stop on a trip that would take Her Majesty
to all the provinces and she would officiate at the opening of the new St.
Lawrence Seaway in June.
In the Speech there was a sad reference to the loss of a fishing
trawler, the BLUE WAVE, with all on board.
Then there was this statement:
"My Ministers have viewed with great concern the economic and other
turbutence now prevailing in the largest and most valuable of our in-
dustries. They deem it their cardinal duty to take all reasonable steps to
ensure that the future of the pulp and paper industry in Newfoundland
involving directly or indirectly the well-being of the entire Pro vince is not
jeopardized. "
The cause of this announcement was the fact that in 1957 two bran-
ches of the powerful International Woodworkers of America (generally
known as the I. W .A.) had been set up in Newfoundland, one at Corner
Brook where the Bowater Company operates a paper mill, and one at
Grand Falls where the Anglo-Newfoundland Development Company
had operated a paper mill since 1908. These two branches were started
up by three men who had come to Newfoundland from British Colum-
bia. They were Messrs. Ladd, McCool and Hall, all experienced, pro-
fessional organizers and apparently imbued with the ambition to
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revolutionize the woods industry in the province for the benefit of the
loggers engaged therein. Their object seemed to be to establish a closely
knit local in each of these two areas in which the loggers, instead of be-
ing mainly seasonal workers, would be full-time workmen the whole
year round, equipped with chain saws that would enable the companies
to reduce their labour force to less than one-half of those customarily
employed.
Readers of the first volume of these memoirs may remember that
when a strike was incipient at the paper mill at Corner Brook in 1932,
our first Minister of Labour, Honourable Ken Brown, was advised by
me to invite three representatives from the company and three from the
unions concerned to come to a meeting with him at St. John's. They
will remember also how all those invited came to the meeting and the
problem was settled amicably. As a result, the Woods Labour Board
was established under the chairmanship of Judge W. J. Higgins and it
operated successfully for many years. Judge Higgins was succeeded by
the late Dr. Raymond Gushue who was chairman from 1947 to 1958.
For twenty-five years the procedure which 1 had suggested had
worked well. By 1958, however, the l.W.A. felt itself powerful enough
to seek a new contract on its own with the Anglo-Newfoundland
Development Company (A.N.D. Co.) at Grand Falls. However, the
negotiators were not able to settle the contract and a Conciliation Board
was requested by the Union. This Board was appointed on October
28th, 1958. It consisted of William J. Lundrigan, a prominent lumber
merchant from Corner Brook who was selected by the A.N.D. Co.; W.
Frank Chafe, who was selected by the union, and Magistrate Brian
White of Holyrood, who was selected by the first two to be Chairman
of the Board. The union was seeking an increase in the hourly rate of
wages which were then at $1.05 per hour. They also wanted a reduction
in the work week from 60 hours to 54, or a 9-hour day instead of
to-hour day.
The report was made on December 4th, 1958, to the Honourable
Charles Ballam, Minister of Labour, who sent copies of the report to
Mr. Ladd on behalf of the union and to the general manager of the
A.N.D. Co. at Grand Falls.
In the early part of its report, the Board commented:
"The use ofpublicity and propaganda by the parties concerning the cer-
tification resulted in an upheaval in the established relations between the
company and its employees in its woods operations. It was not surpris-
ing, therefore, that this Board speedily discovered that its efforts at con-
ciliation were being made in an atmosphere of general distrust. "
Amongst other things, the Board recommended an increase of
three cents an hour in wages for the first year of a two-year agreement
and two cents an hour more after twelve months. The number of hours
would be reduced to 54 after twelve months.
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The Board stated at the end of its report:
"The overriding concern of the Board throughout all i(s proceedings has
been the prospect that continuance of this dispu(e into more serious
stages might well prove disastrous (0 the economic welfare of (he people
of this Province. The Board has therefore endeavoured to accomplish, in
its report and recommendations, an equi(able minimum basis upon
which (he parties migh( achieve an honourable and amicable se(tlement
of their many differences. The Board is of(he opinion (ha( (he parties in-
volved in (his issue are du(y bound (0 make a strenuous joint effor( fO
pursue this end in the interests of Newfoundland and i(s people. "
On the 10th of. December Mr. Ladd, chairman of the negotiating
committee for the union, indicated his agreement with the terms of the
report in a message to Honourable e. H. Ballam, Minister of Labour.
Unfortunately the Company did not accept the arbitration terms, main-
taining that they would entail an increase in the wage rates of 16 per
cent.
Under the scale of wages recommended by the Board, men would
receive $1.08 per hour for a sixty hour week in the first year, and $1.10
per hour, that is $66 a week, in the second year. However, in the second
year the number of hours would drop to fifty-four hours a week. As
Newfoundland loggers worked the longest hours in Canada and receiv-
ed less than the average wage, the companies should have accepted the
findings of the Conciliation Board. It is possible that if the time had
been shorter the men might have done more work. Not long after that,
the men, I believe, went on piece work.
In a letter written by Donald MacDonald, Secretary-Treasurer of
the Canadian Labour Congress, to all e.L.e. chartered unions, Federa-
tion of Labour and Labour Councils, he said:
"The Union then followed the only course open to i( and undertook 10
conduct a strike vote. However, the Company secured an Injunction to
prevent (he vote being held, by enjoining the I. W.A. representatives
from going into the camps for this purpose. The Union persevered in i(s
efforts, despite the arraignment of individual members in the courts for
violation of the Injunction. Of those who were not preven(ed from
voting by this legal manoeuver, 98 per cent vo(ed for strike action (0 sup-
port the demand for implementation of the Board's decision."
On December 31 st, 1958, the strike became effective.
In an article published in the Toronto Star in early January, 1959,
it was stated:
"Last December, as just reported by (he Dominion Bureau of Sta(is(ics,
the average weekly earnings in (he forestry industry across Canada were
$75.36. Even working 60 hours a week, the men in Newfoundland have
been able to earn at the basic rate only $63.00 a week."
It will be seen that if this statement was correct, the award of the
Conciliation Board should have been accepted by the companies.
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On February 12th, there appeared in the GLOBE AND MAIL a
message from Grand Falls which stated:
"The 8 men in jail here are among 79 arrested last Saturday in connec-
tion with raids on two woods camps. The raiders allegedly drove 51 par-
tially clothed, non-strikers out of their bunkhouses into sub-zero
weather. "
That night Premier Smallwood went on the radio and advised
Newfoundland's 20,000 loggers to send the International Woodworkers
of America "out of the Province" and organize a new union of their
own. He offered his services "day and night" to bring this about and
suggested they might join with Newfoundland fishermen in one large
provincial union. He said the strike of 1,200 I.W.A. pulpwood loggers
against the Anglo-Newfoundland Development Company "is a failure
and the I.W.A. itself is a failure." It was the Premier's first interven-
tion in the strike, which had been marked by tension and violence.
On Monday, January 12th, 1959, the Honourable L. R. Curtis, At-
torney General for Newfoundland, had issued a statement which was
prompted by incidents that took place on the limits of the Anglo-
Newfoundland Development Company in connection with the loggers'
strike in Central Newfoundland. His statement was published in The
Bulletin of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce in February, in which
he set out the law on the matter of picketing and in which he said that
no one has any more rights when a strike is on than he had when a strike
was not on, and therefore, picketers had no right to stop people on the
road or interfere with them or to use force or violence against another
citizen on the public roads or private roads or anywhere else; no citizen
is allowed to threaten to use force or violence against another person;
no citizen is allowed by law to interfere with another person's propety
on the public road or anywhere else. No citizen has any lawful right to
go on to the private property of another citizen or to remain there
without permission. No person has any lawful right to advise any citizen
or citizens to do any of the unlawful things mentioned in this list.
The Premier later stated that he could have stopped the strike six
weeks before he did; if he had, he said, he would have been called the
"granddaddy of strikebreakers." However, when he felt that the
unions had committed themselves so much that he would get approba-
tion for his actions from the rest of the people, he did intervene. He had
the House of Assembly called together and, after the motion to appoint
a committee to draft the Address in Reply had been disposed of on
opening day, he rose and said:
"Mr. Speaker, by leave of the House, 1 beg to move, seconded by the
Honourable the Attorney General, the following resolution:
'WHEREAS the economy of this province has, by the present woods
labour dispute, been brought to a dangerous crisis, with strong probabili-
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ty ofeconomic disaster, the House ofAssembly, while unreservedly reaf-
firming its support of well organized and well conducted trades and
labour unions, strongly condemns the International Woods workers of
America for its conduct in Newfoundland and declares that, by this con-
duct, the said union has become a stumbling block to the pulp and paper
industry and a danger to the public interest. '
The House reaffirms its strong support for the cause of the loggers and
woodworkers generally in Newfoundland, and emphasizes the view that
they must be represented by a strong union.
The House calls upon the loggers to withdraw all support of the I. W.A.
and to quickly organize a new union to include all loggers and other
woodworkers; to be independent of the pulp and paper companies; and
to be strictly non-partisan in public affairs, so that the present strike can
be brought to a speedy end. "
In his speech the Premier denounced the I. W .A. in the strongest.
terms and recounted some of the unlawful criminal actions that had oc·-
curred during the strike. The four members of the P.C party supported
the motion which was carried, on the suggestion of the Premier, by a
unanimous standing vote of t.he House.
The House of Assembly then adjourned for a week during which
the Premier, accompanied by Max Lane, M.H.A., and General
Secretary of the Newfoundland Federation of Fishermen, went to
Grand Falls and helped the loggers to form a new union.
They were apparently able to make a deal with the Company along
the lines of the report made by the Conciliation Board and which Lan-
don Ladd had recommended to his union. Loggers thronged to join the
new union with Mr. Lane as temporary President.
The visit of the Premier and Mr. Lane to Grand Falls was so fruit-
ful that on his return on March 4th, the Premier was able to report that
the number of members joining the new union which would take the
place of t.he I. W .A. as the bargaining agent for the loggers, had reached
a figure somewhere between 3,000 and 4,000, so that there were now in
the woods under an agreement with the Anglo Newfoundland Develop-
ment Company more men than were there before the strike had started.
The actions of t.he Premier in introducing legislation to decertify
the I. W .A. evoked an angry reaction from some of its members, so that
police reinforcements had to be brought in to help the R.C.M.P. keep
law and order in the Badger area. There had been no serious friction
between the picketers and the police until the night of March 10th,
when several police were hurt in an attack by loggers carrying heavy
sticks. Constable Moss of the Newfoundland Constabulary in St.
John's, who was one of a contingent of twenty-five sent by the At-
torney General of Newfoundland at the request of Superintendent Par-
sons of the R.C.M.P., was hit. in the face with a heavy piece of wood.
He was escorted to a vehicle and taken to the hospital twenty miles away
in Grand Falls. He was operated on that night, but unfortunately he
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died the next day.
At 11 :00 p.m. that evening, however, Superintendent Parsons
phoned his Commissioner to tell him of the clash
"which has just taken place on the highway outside Badger between 300
strikers armed with clubs, bottles and other weapons, and a detail of
about 50 police, including 15 men from the Newfoundland Con-
stabulary. "
He thought that that might be the turning point and the end of the con-
flict, but at 6:00 a.m. on the 11th, the Superintendent phoned again to
say that the situation had become worse:
"Another 100 men have come in during the night and the total number
of strikers in the little town now stands at about 400. These were almost
all from outside points. "
At about 8:30 a.m. the Commissioner gave Mr. Fulton this new infor-
mation and, with his approval:
"took steps to get a body of 50 men ready in the Maritimes and to ar-
range for air transportation. "
Later, the Minister asked the Commissioner to hold the plane at
Moncton until the Cabinet had time to consider the request for rein-
forcements. About 5:20 p.m. the Minister of Justice advised the Com-
missioner that the Cabinet had refused the request. The Commissioner
thereupon stated to the Minister of Justice that he couldn't understand
or agree with the decision and that he would let him have his resignation
in the morning. Accordingly, on the next day, March 12th, he wrote a
letter to the Minister of Justice pointing out the contractual obligation
of Canada to supply reinforcements if they were requested by the At-
torney General of a Province in the case of an emergency, if in the opi-
nion of the Attorney General of Canada having regard to other respon-
sibilities and duties, such increase is possible. The Commissioner added:
"There is no doubt in my mind as to the need and I am certain that the
number of men asked for can be provided without prejudice to OTHER
RESPONSIBILITIES AND DUTIES. "
Mr. Fulton, in his reply dated March 16th, four days later, commented:
"It is my clear recollection of our conversation at 5:20 p.m. on March
11th last that I informed you thaI the decision taken as of that time was
that the dispatch of reinforcements was to be delayed pending further
consideration and not that it had been finally decided to refuse the re-
quest. "
This was obviously a weak reply to the Commissioner as it was
made four days later, and the Commissioner had definitely stated that
there was need and that he knew that there was no duty or responsibility
requiring the presence of the R.C.M.P. reinforcements in the maritime
provinces. There was no apparent reason why Mr. Fulton didn't give
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orders for the R.e.M.P. reinforcements to be sent immediately to
Badger. If it was his responsibility to decide, as he said, why did he have
to refer the matter to the Cabinet? And it might also be asked why was
the decision delayed?
Whilst the Premier can be criticized most severely for not taking
action before he did, the situation in the town of Badger was extremely
grave on the date of March 10th, and as the policing of that area was in
the hands of the R.e.M.P. and not the Newfoundland Constabulary, it
was therefore the duty of the Canadian Government to see that the
R.e.M.P. were reinforced.
The people of Badger must have been in deadly fear all that night
of the 10th - lIth, with 300 or 400 angry men milling around armed with
bottles, clubs, birch junks and logs of wood and even an axe. The clergy
in the area sent a messge to the Minister of Justice at Ottawa claiming
that the reports in the newspaper about what was going on in Badger
were incorrect and that the churches were supporting the attitude of the
Government of Newfoundland and the Premier. The next day His
Lordship Bishop O'Neill instructed the nuns in the Convent at Badger
to leave their school and come to Grand Falls where they would be safe.
Newspaper reporters from Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto and even from
Vancouver were in the Grand Falls-Badger area from early in February
until the end of March. In addition to the colourful dispatches from the
site of the happenings there were editorials, letters pro and con to the
papers, and even philosophical and sociological theses developed in LE
DROIT and the Catholic weekly THE CANADIAN REGISTER. I
remember Charlie King after he returned from a visit to Grand Falls,
telling me how he had found the Premier in his room at the Staff House
relaxing and reading the life of George IV!
The Premier was threatened with an action by the I. W .A. for a
million dollars damages. The Canadian Labour Congress threatened in-
ternational action against the imports of Newfoundland paper into
foreign countries, and an exposure of the Premier before the United
Nations and the International Labour Organization. The C.e.F. in the
House of Commons, and the e.L.e. outside it, demanded that the
federal government disallow the Act passed to de-certify the I.W.A.
None of these things happened, and the only action taken in court was
by the Government of Newfoundland which filed an action for damages
in the Exchequer Court of Canada for breach of contract, for the
failure of the Canadian government to send R.e.M.P. reinforcements
when required on March lIth.
The new union flourished, with the loggers enjoying the benefits of
the recommendations of the Conciliation Board which the A.N.D.
Company found much easier to grant to the loggers' new organization,
the Brotherhood of Newfoundland Woodsworkers (the B.N.W.W.)
than to the I.W.A.
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At Corner Brook, Max Lane signed up loggers for B.N.W.W. as
he had done in Grand Falls, and on the same terms as to hours of work
and wages. The general manager of the mill, Albert Martin, said that
the company would have nothing to do with the 1. W .A. either directly
or indirectly. I think that the conclusion may easily be drawn that the
A.N.D. Company in Grand Falls and Bowaters in Corner Brook were
on the same wave length from the first appearance of the B.C. pro-
moters of the I.W.A. in Newfoundland. This organization had gained a
reputation over many years of being very tough in the western pro-
vinces, and Premier Smallwood wondered why they should come 4,000
miles across the continent to form a branch in Newfoundland.
In an article in THE OTTA WA CITIZEN of February 18, 1959,
Charles Lynch wrote under the headline "Newfoundland - Province
Apart"
"Emperor Joey has just given the nation a reminder that they do things
differently in Newfoundland. ... he has always chosen to interpret some
of the Terms of Confederation in his own terms. ... Newfoundland is
his Empire. No other Provincial Premier, not even Maurice Duplessis in
Quebec, can claim to hold such sway. .. . His utterances and his actions
are unpredictable. ... He is an opportunist without a peer in politics.
The benefits that have accrued to Newfoundland through Confederation
he trumpets as his own work, the negative results he blames on short-
sighted officials and politicos in Canada, that is - the Mainland.
There had been reports that Joey's grip is slipping. ... The outcome of
the current loggers' strike will provide evidence on whether or not Joey's
grip is slipping. "
Judged by that criterion it was soon seen that his grip was not slipp-
ing. This fight petered out. The I. W .A. got out of Newfoundland. The
Premier prepared for his next battle. It would be fought on Term 29.
JUDGES - 1959
Another matter which was a cause of concern to me and ultimately
to our party had to do with the composition of the Supreme Court of
Newfoundland. Chief Justice Sir Albert Walsh had died in December,
1958, while I was at the United Nations. For some reason unknown to
me, his successor was not appointed until May 23rd, 1959, when Robert
Stafford Furlong, Q.c., M.B.E., was named to this important post.
The explanation for the delay of his appointment was that in New-
foundland on June 10th, 1957, Royal Assent had been given to an
amendment to the Judicature Act which made provision for the ap-
pointment of a fourth judge. This Act was to come into effect
".... as and when this has been approved by the Federal Government
by reason of their agreeing to amend the Judges Act. "
Mr. Smallwood would have liked to stop the appointment of the Chief
Justice but he could not do that. But he could and he did stop the ap-
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pointment of a fourth judge until the Liberals were returned to office
in 1963 when the Act of 1957 was proclaimed, and the Liberal Govern-
ment could make another appointment to the Supreme Court Bench.
Our Government held up the appointment of the Chief Justice for six
months to try to force the Government of Newfoundland to proclaim
the act creating the fourth judge. The Premier of Newfoundland was
not a bit disturbed. He refused to proclaim the Act. Eventually, our
Government announced the appointment of Chief Justice Furlong.
THE ROYAL VISIT 1959
Amongst the distinguished visitors who came to Canada in 1959
were Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and His Royal Highness Prince
Philip, her husband. They arrived at St. John's Airport at 3:30 p.m. on
Thursday, June 18th, by BOAC jet plane from London, England. The
Royal couple were welcomed by His Excellency Governor General
Right Honourable Vincent Massey, Prime Minister and Mrs. Diefen-
baker, Lieutenant Governor Campbell Macpherson and Mrs. Macpher-
son, Premier Smallwood and Mrs. Smallwood, and my wife and
myself.
Arrival of Queen at 51. John's. In foreground I. to r.: Author and wife; Honourable
J. R. Smallwood; Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II; Right Honourable Vincent
Massey, Governor General of Canada; the Lieutenant Governor of Newfoundland
Honourable Campbell MacPherson and Prime Minister Diefenbaker
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After a short time spent at the airport exchanging greetings with
various Government ministers and their wives, the Queen and Prince
Philip were taken on a motor tour of the City. It was a beautiful day,
and people not only from St. John's but neighbouring towns and set-
tlements were able to see the Queen during the drive around the city.
The tour ended at Government House, where the royal couple spent the
night relaxing after their trip from England.
In the meantime the Governor General, the Prime Minister and
Mrs. Diefenbaker and my wife returned to Ottawa. In the morning a
reception to meet the Queen was held on the grounds of Government
House after which the royal party proceeded to the magnificent new
Confederation Building, which was almost finished. There the Premier
presented to Her Majesty a certificate of a gift in the form of an annual
grant from the Public Exchequer of $10,000 to assist in the education of
the retarded children of Newfoundland. This generous gift was in con-
formity with the Queen's own wish. The document recording this
benefaction was presented to Her Majesty and a copy was placed in the
Newfoundland Archives. The Queen spoke to some of the people work-
ing on and in the building during her visit.
The party then proceeded to Torbay Airport, where we boarded
the Royal Canadian Air Force plane to fly to Gander. Honourable
George Hees, Minister of Transport, and Mrs. Hees were at the airport
when we arrived. I presented them to Her Majesty and Prince Philip.
The airport came under the jurisdiction of the Department of
Transport. The beautiful new terminal had just been finished. The
Minister invited Her Majesty to open the new terminal by cutting a sym-
bolic ribbon. She performed this task to the applause of spectators.
From Gander we flew to Deer Lake - the closest airport to Corner
Brook - where the Queen attended a reception arranged by the Mayor
of Deer Lake, Mr. Hodder. From Deer Lake we drove by road to Cor-
ner Brook, where Her Majesty met the mayor and councillors and was
taken on a tour of the paper mill by the manager, Mr. Albert Martin.
Then we made our way to Strawberry Hill, the elegant home of Sir Eric
Bowater, for dinner. I was privileged to be a guest at the dinner and was
seated to the right of Her Majesty, and Sir Eric Bowater sat on her left.
I had to explain that my luggage had been put on the wrong plane and,
therefore, I would not be able to change for dinner. Her Majesty put me
at ease quickly by saying, "I am glad I don't have to change for dinner
either." After such a busy day, I am sure she meant what she said.
I found the Queen a most charming person. I stayed at Glynmill
Inn in Corner Brook with others in our party, but joined Her Majesty
and Prince Philip the next morning when we drove back to the Deer
Lake Airport, from which we flew to Stephenville. We were met there
by the mayor of Stephenville and some of the top-ranking officials of
the United States Air Force. The Queen and Prince Philip were taken
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on a tour of the interesting little town.
At 12: 15 p.m. the party took to the air again for the town of Schef-
ferville in the Province of Quebec, on the western side of the Labrador
LJI.... pl. of Public \Vorh& Se[vil·l." Photo
Churchill Falls. Site of one of the world's largest hydro-electric plants. Currently of
its annual profits, Quebec receives $800,000,000, Newfoundland $8,000,000.
border with that Province. This new town exists as'a result of the im-
mense iron ore mines which had been developed in the vicinity; it was
named after its first Catholic bishop in the area, Bishop Scheffer.
We flew up along the Hamilton River for a while and over the
Grand Falls formerly known as 'Hamilton Falls,' but more recently
known as Churchill Falls after the great British Prime Minister who
"thought it was time it should be bridled." We landed at Schefferville.
I had the honour of asking the Queen to accept a large coloured
photograph of the falls as a souvenir of her trip. In return she gracious-
ly gave me an autographed photo of herself and Prince Philip which I
greatly treasure.
Here I parted company with the royal party, leaving them in the
care of Honourable Leon Balcer, the senior representative from Quebec
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Signed portrait of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip
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in the cabinet. I should state here that it was a privilege to act as the
escort to Her Majesty and Prince Philip for these two days. It was a
busy but a most pleasant time and one that I shall always remember.
My duty accomplished, on Saturday, June 20th, I proceeded to the
staff house of the Iron Ore Company at Schefferville. There didn't
seem to be anybody there at first, but I shouted out and after a short
time I met Mrs. Ouimet, the daughter of Mr. Jules Timmins. She and
her husband had been attending a meeting of the directors of the Iron
Ore Company of Canada that day. I also met Jules Timmins and
George Humphrey, former U.S. Secretary of the Treasury and
stalesman-financie' fcom the rniled Slates. In the, aftemnnn, Me.
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II presides over cabinel meeting in Halifax
William Durrell, the mine manager, took me to the open pit operation,
and showed me the boundary between Labrador and the Province of
Quebec. I was able to see the mines in operation, with the giant
machines shovelling out the ore and filling up the great trucks which
then brought it to the stockpile. From this it was loaded on trains a mile
long for the journey to Sept-lies for conversion into pellets before being
shipped to its final destination up the St. Lawrence as far as Chicago on
Lake Michigan.
Mr. Durrell told me that Newfoundlanders were good workers, but
there was one thing about them he couldn't understand - as soon as
Christmas approached, they all decided that they wanted to go home.
He was sorry for that because he would have liked to see them working
all year round, they were such good men.
I was put up for the night at the staff house and the next morning
being Sunday, I went to Mass with Jules Timmins at the French church
in Schefferville. In the afternoon I was given a ride back to Ottawa with
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his cousin Noah Timmins in the Company plane. We played 'Rummy
500' on the trip, a game which I taught Mr. Timmins and which he
seemed to enjoy.
I was glad that I had the opportunity of seeing the iron ore mines in
operation and the extraordinary development which had taken place
there since work began a few years earlier. It was a surface operation,
and it was entirely different from the Bell Island mine, which was a sub-
marine mine during most of its existence, with the ore being taken at a
distance of nearly three miles from the shoreline. Bell Island closed
down in 1966, as it could not compete with the ore from the Quebec-
Labrador area. This new mine has been a great source of wealth for
Canada and especially for Newfoundland, giving employment to
thousands of people and bringing much needed revenue to the govern-
ments of Newfoundland and Canada for many years.
On Friday, June 26th, at II a.m., Her Majesty the Queen and
General Dwight Eisenhower, President of the United States, joined
together to declare the great project of the St. Lawrence Seaway open to
traffic. It was a beautiful day, and we had first class seats where we
could see everything that was going on. A few days later, on July 1st, in
Ottawa, the Queen unveiled the new War Memorial dedicated to the
flyers of the Commonwealth, and at 4:30 that day she presented the col-
ours on Parliament Hill. In the evening there was a sunset ceremony,
also on Parliament Hill. The federal cabinet held a special meeting in
Halifax on July 1st, to bid farewell to Her Majesty. Since her arrival at
Torbay on June 18th, she had visited all the provinces and many of the
principal cities from coast to coast. After the brief meeting at Govern-
ment House, the residence of the Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia,
the Queen and her party left by air for London, England.
ST. JOHN'S HOUSING AUTHORITY
One day Premier Smallwood arrived in Ottawa in a furious mood.
He was met by a bevy of reporters who always regarded him as a great
source of "copy." All the newspapers carried a surprisingly vitriolic
blast from him that I was "the biggest slum landlord in New-
foundland." When I threatened to take action against him for slander
and the papers for libel, he withdrew these words. He said instead
"he has been a lawyer collecting rent from the tenants in houses in the
poorer parts of the City of St. John's. "
The cause of Premier Smallwood's attack on me at that time was
because, at the request of the Minister of Public Works, Honourable
Howard Green, I had written the appropriate minister in the Govern-
ment of Newfoundland asking that three persons, nominated by the
federal government, be placed on the St. John's Housing Authority.
Our government under John Diefenbaker had immensely increased the
funds available for loans to persons in Newfoundland and in the rest of
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Canada who wished to have a home of their own. The federal govern-
ment had already been responsible for the construction of 192 homes in
St. John's, and construction of a similar number was being considered.
Since the federal government supplied the financing for three-quarters
of the cost of these homes, Mr. Green wished to nominate three
members of the seven-man Authority. Three letters were written by me
to the Minister of Municipal Affairs, and another three were written to
Premier Smallwood on this subject by Mr. Green. No answer was
received to any of them, so the federal government decided to take
away from the provincial government the power to maintain and look
after these houses, and place them in the care of the Central Mortgage
and Housing Corporation.
1 wanted to see representatives from Progressive Conservative sup-
porters on this board because Premier Smallwood had appointed his
own friends to the Authority and I felt that our party should have
representation to see, and to let the public see, that the supporters of
our party would get a fair show if they made application for houses. 1
feared that without representation on this board of people who were
recognized as P.C. supporters, there would be discrimination in awar-
ding of houses.
The Premier again threatened action against the federal govern-
ment for this demand, calling it a breach of contract. However, on the
10th of June, 1959, the Premier made an official statement in the House
of Assembly to the effect that the provincial government had decided to
appoint three new members to the St. John's Housing Authority in the
place of three members who had resigned. The names were submitted to
him by Honourable Howard Green, the Minister of Public Works, and
at a Cabinet meeting the three were made members of the Authority.
They were Messrs. Bert Butt, John R. O'Dea and Thomas Williams, all
definitely supporters of our party. The court action he had taken was
not, however, withdrawn at that time but the Premier seemed quite
happy at the selection. What caused him to accept so gracefully Mr.
Green's list of members for the St. John's Housing Authority after
previously appearing so outraged and actually taking action, 1 never
learned.
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Chapter Sixteen
Parliament Meets in January, 1959 - Prime Minister's
Speech on Term 29 - Reaction in Newfoundland - New
Statute Promises Review - Royal Commission's Recommen-
dations - Sir Albert Walsh's Influence on Result - Last
Session in Colonial Building - Higgins and Duffy Form New
Party - Premier's Pleadings to Hollett and Renouf -
Hostility Aroused Towards Families - My Views on A ward
- Another Provincial Election - Joeymandering - Results
- Premier Angry - Wide Repercussions
The question of Term 29, to which I have already referred, had
not yet been resolved when Parliament met in January, 1959. It was not
until March 25th that the Prime Minister indicated clearly and une-
quivocally the intentions of the Government. After a brief review of the
significance of Term 29 and the work of the McNair Commission and
the Government's interpretation thereof, the Prime Minister stated:
"It is proposed, therefore, to ask Parliament to authorize payments as
recommended by the Royal Commission, but in our view the duration of
the payments should be limited to five years l , as both Newfoundland and
Canada have recognized the difficulties involved in making projections
from one selected year into the future, and it has further appeared to be
quite inappropriate to endeavour to provide for a fixed amount payable
annually over a period ofunlimited duration. A resolution will shortly be
placed on the order paper asking leave to introduce a bill to carry into ef-
fect these provisions pertaining to the terms of union. The proposed
payments will be unconditional and will be in final and irrevocable set-
tlement l of the provisions ofarticle 29 and the contractual obligations of
the union consummated in 1949. "
The reaction in Newfoundland was as violent as it was predictable.
A day of mourning was proclaimed, with all public buildings draped in
black. The DAILY NEWS announced in thick black headlines "NEW-
FOUNDLAND IS BETRAYED." The text inside the paper described
the proceedings in Ottawa in highly emotional terms:
JEmphasismine(lheaUlhor)
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"Shameful, callous betrayal. ... egotistic Prime Minister. ... obse-
quious majority. ... strip the people of Newfoundland of contractual
and constitutional prerogatives, tear up contract. " Elsewhere, "we pro-
test against. ... outrageous policy ofDiefenbaker Government. ... raw
deal, flagrant injustice, shocking betrayal, self-righteousness of Premier
Diefenbaker, pompous excuses of John Diefenbaker, vacuous meander-
ings of William Browne."
There were two subjects of complaint. The amount awarded,
$8,000,000 less transitional grant, was much less than that Premier
Smallwood wanted. Far more objectionable, from the point of view of
the Premier and his supporters, was the indication that after five years
the grant would cease, and the federal government would consider its
contractual obligations, as regards Term 29, fulfilled.
Here is the text of this contentious Term 29:
"29. In view of the difficulty of predicting with sufficient accuracy the
financial consequences to Newfoundland of becoming a province of
Canada, the government of Canada will appoint a royal commission
within eight years from the date of union to review the financial position
of the province ofNewfoundland and to recommend the form and scale
of additional financial assistance, if any, that may be required by the
government of the province of Newfoundland to enable it to continue
public services at the levels and standards reached subsequent to the date
of union, without resorting to taxation more burdensome, having regard
to capacity to pay, than that obtaining generally in the region comprising
the maritime provinces of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Ed-
ward Island. "
The first thing to be noted about this text is its vagueness. The only
obligation on the part of the federal government was "to appoint a
Royal Commission within eight years. . . . to review the financial
position.... and to recommend the form and scale of additional finan-
cial assistnce, if any.... " The federal government felt that as the
Commission had been appointed, and as a result of the findings, the
Government was paying $8,000,000 (less transitional grant) a year for
five years, and because of changing financial arrangements made with
the other provinces, Newfoundland in the future would certainly
receive far larger amounts than the eight million annually in question.
Therefore, no useful purpose would be served by paying the eight
millions for a longer period or indefinitelY. How wrong it was!
I was in St. John's at the time and I had learned that the Prime
Minister was going to make his statement. I tried to reach him by
telephone but he was unavailable. I did get to speak to Don Fleming,
our Minister of Finance, and I asked him to tell Mr. Diefenbaker not to
make the statement he had planned, that it would do irreparable harm
here. Mr. Fleming told me that unfortunately it was too late. The text of
the message had already been distributed to the reporters.
In the House of Assembly in St. John's on July 6th, nearly four
months after Mr. Diefenbaker's surprising statement to the House of
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Commons on the settlement of Term 29, Mr. Smallwood proposed that
the House adjourn "to the call of the Chair," because he had learned
that on July 13th the Minister of Finance at Ottawa would introduce in
the House of Commons a resolution which was to be followed by a
money Bill, which would state the amount of the payment of the award
by the Royal Commission and the terms and conditions under which it
would be paid. He thought it desirable to leave the House remaining in
Session
"as it might be necessary to have it called to consider the decision made
by the Parliament of Canada. "
Mr. Smallwood was actually in the Speaker's Gallery in the House of
Commons on the following Monday when the resolution and the Bill
were being considered to implement the recommendations made by the
Royal Commission appointed under Term 29.
Mr. Fleming had introduced his motion in a long speech in which,
after reviewing the reasoning of the Royal Commission, he referred to
the conference at Ottawa between the Prime Minister, himself and
Premier Smallwood, and Mr. Spencer who was the Minister of Finance
for Newfoundland at that time. In the course of that discussion, the
Premier pointed out that he had wished for a further and later review of
the financial situation in Newfoundland, say in 1965 (I had suggested
1963) or thereabouts. Mr. Fleming placed on record in Hansard at page
5901 a summary of federal payments to Newfoundland between 1949
and 1950 and 1959-60 (estimated).
He also stated that the preamble to the Bill about to be introduced
would indicate that in the consideration to be given to the financial ar-
rangements with the Provinces, Newfoundland's special needs would be
given consideration for the period after 1962. The debate continued on
the second reading of the Bill on the following day.
When a vote was taken, the second reading was passed by a vote of
144 to 35. I believe it was on that occasion that someone in the
Speaker's Gallery spoke to Premier Smallwood after the Bill had receiv-
ed second reading, saying:
"You must be pleased over that."
His answer was that he would have been better pleased if the amount
were much higher.
My speech in this debate was, I think, the longest speech that I
made as a member of the Government. I had given a great deal of
thought to the legislation. As I had been a member of the House of
Assembly in Newfoundland between 1954 and 1957, I was aware of the
great importance the Premier of Newfoundland attached to Term 29. It
was natural that his objective was to get as much money as he could
under the provisions of that Term, and he appointed a Royal Commis-
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sion in 1953 to prepare a case for presentation to the Federal Royal
Commission.
The Provincial Royal Commission had recommended as follows:
1 . That the government of Newfoundland is entitled to claim
from the government of Canada an annual grant of $17
million over and above all other Federal grants as the addi-
tional financial assistance required under the explicit provi-
sions of Term 29;
2 . That the said grants should be paid annually to the Province of
Newfoundland commencing in the fiscal year 1957-58;
3 . That the amount of the said annual grant should thereafter be
subject to periodic review)
The federal enquiry was authorized by an order in council on
February 21st, 1957. After some delays consequent upon the interven-
tion of the federal general election, the Commission opened its public
hearings on July 22nd, 1957, in the City of St. John's, at which the sub-
missions of the province were received. I was present and spoke. On
August 2nd, the hearings were adjourned to the City of Ottawa where,
on October 7th and 8th, 'the views of the Government of Canada were
heard and the public hearings concluded. Subsequently, in continuance
of their studies, the Commission met in private session at Ottawa in the
months of January, March and May, 1958. The report, widely known
as the McNair Report after its chairman, is dated May 31st, 1958. Here
are the recommendations:
"After giving consideration (0 the deficiency in revenue indicated by our
calculationsfor (hefiscal years 1956-57 and 1957-58 and after attempting
to make a fair and equitable assessment in regard of the uncertainties and
specialfactors mentioned above, wefind that the government of the Pro-
vince ofNewfoundland requires as/rom April 1957, additional financial
assistance of$8 million per annum, less the transitional grant while it ap-
plies, 'to enable it to continue public services at the levels and standards
reached subsequent to the date of union, without resorting to taxation
more burdensome having regard fO capacity to pay than that obtaining
generally in the region comprised in the Maritime Provinces of Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island.' Accordingly, we
recommend additional financial assistance as follows:
(a) for the fiscal year beginning April 1, 1957, $8,000,000 less the transi-
tional grant of$1,400,000 or $6,600,000
(b) for thefiscal year beginning April 1, 1958, $8,000,000 less the transi-
tional grant of$1,050,000 or $6,950,000
(c) for the fiscal year beginning April 1, 1959, $8,000,000 less transi-
tional grant of $700,000 or $7,300,000
(d) for the fiscal year beginning April 1, 1960, $8,000,000 less the transi-
tional grant of $350,000 or $7,650,000
(e) thereafter $8,000,000 per annum. "
2Emphasismine.
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It will be noticed that the Provincial Royal Commission recom-
mended a periodic review, but the Federal Royal Commission decided it
was not within its province to recommend a periodic review. I read the
preamble of our Bill, part of which goes as follows:
"Whereas since the report of the Royal Commission was made the
government ofCanada has proposed a comprehensive study ofdominion
provincial financial relations in co-operation with the provinces, and all
the provinces have agreed to participate therein. "
This is all the Provinces including Newfoundland.
"Whereas in the course of such a review any special circumstances
relating to the financial position of the Province of Newfoundland after
the 31st day of March, 1962, would be taken into consideration."
It was easy to show that since our party under John Diefenbaker
had assumed office in 1957, payments to Newfoundland had con-
siderably increased. Here are figures which illustrate the increases in the
Federal Grants:
1956-57 1957-58 1958-59
(millions of dollars)
Provincial Revenue 22.0 25.2 24.4
Federal Grants 24.8 25.7 56.1
There was an increase of 10 per cent in provincial revenue between
1956-57 and 58-59 whereas the federal grant showed an increase of over
125 per cent in the same period - that is, during the period that the
Government led by John Diefenbaker had been in office.
In my speech, I also pointed out that there could never be any final
settlement of the financial relationships or the amounts received by the
provinces from the Federal Government. This could change from year
to year and I showed how they had been changed ten times since 1867,
and they could still be changed in the future. It was my idea from the
beginning that there should have been a review of the financial terms of
union from time to time after the report of the McNair Commission,
and I believe most members of our Government would have accepted
that arrangement. I understood that Mr. Smallwood would have ac-
cepted five years and that the Royal Commission that was appointed in
Newfoundland, as I had shown, had recommended a periodic review.
Prior to March 31st, 1962, as the Bill provided, there was to be a review
of fiscal relations between Newfoundland and Canada when the special
circumstances of Newfoundland would be considered. If the Govern-
ment of Newfoundland were still in office, they would be able to put
forward in their own way, as they had done before the Royal Commis-
sion, any special circumstances which might exist at the time.
I would like to comment on this whole debate in which the Govern-
ment was condemned by the Opposition for not accepting the award as
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being a perpetual grant. Certainly, it would have avoided an enormous
amount of controversy, but I would like to say this: that the claim of
Newfoundland was for $17,000,000 and the Royal Commission only
awarded $8,000,000. Later, Mr. Deutsch, one of the members of the
Federal Royal Commission, came to me and told me without any ques-
tions from me that they would not have awarded as much as they did if
Sir Albert Walsh had not pleaded to the other Commissioners so strong-
ly that they yielded to his plea and increased their award to the figure
that was eventually recommended.
I may have said this previously, but I had interviewed Mr. Abel,
the secretary of the Royal Commission; Mr. Thompson, the New-
foundland economic advisor; and the present Senator Goldenberg and
others, and all were of the opinion that the recommendation of the
Royal Commission would stand. No federal government would dare
reduce the award. No government ever did.
The arguments went right on down to the wire and, of course, in
the final vote the Government was upheld. Most of the arguments
against the Bill came from Mr. Pickersgill, Mr. Carter and Mr. Pear-
son, but the members of the C.C.F. were also opposed to the Bill.
THE LAST SESSION IN THE COLONIAL BUILDING
ST. JOHN'S, NFLD.
On the following Monday, July 20th, 1959, the House of Assembly
resumed its sitting in the Colonial Building.
Premier Smallwood asked to be allowed to introduce a resolution
immediately but Mr. Hollett objected, and not having the assent of the
whole house, the resolution had to be postponed to the following day.
However, the Premier gave notice of the resolution he wished to move
on the following day. The long resolution3 ended with the words
"As the elected representatives of the people of Newfoundland we will
strive by all proper means to procure in the Parliament ofCanada, which
is our national Parliament, the unequivocal acceptance of Term 29 as a
solemn and abiding guarantee of the rights ofNewfoundland, for which
there can be no substitute. Our rights have been invaded by the Govern-
ment of Canada, and we will not cease our resistance until these rights
have been fully restored. "
Following the Premier, my friend Jim Higgins rose on a question
of privilege. He made this startling statement:
"Mr. Speaker, I have been a member of the Conservative Party in New-
foundland since Confederation. I have supported that party and its
policy through years ofpolitical adversity, supported it because ofits an-
nounced intentions to give to Newfoundland the best possible treatment
that could be accorded her within the family of Confederation. In the
two general elections which witnessed the advent to power of the present
3See AppendixD
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federal government, I played my part on the local scene as best I could.
The friendships formed during these years and the loyalty engendered
during that time are not lightly discarded.
But, Mr. Speaker, there comes a time when party loyalty must take se-
cond place to public interest. There comes a time when personal advan-
tage must be sacrificed for a principle. For me, Sir, that time has come.
Feeling as I do, I cannot in honour continue as a member of the Pro-
gressive Conservtive Party. I must, therefore, leave that party. I do not
however intend, at least of my own volition, to retire from public life. I
believe, and I hope that this belief is shared by many of my fellow New-
foundlanders, that the time has arrived for the emergence of a party
dedicated to the interests of Newfoundland. "
There followed another futile argument between the Leader of the Op-
position, the Premier and the Speaker about the proper procedure to be
followed as to where the honourable member should sit. The Premier
said, "The best place is over here." Mr. Higgins said:
"Gh, no - no - no. . . . While I have the greatest regard for my
honourable friends opposite, including the Leader of the House, I am
afraid my political philosophy does not make me a willing subject or can-
didate for admission to a political party which need not be named here. "
He then asked to have his desk moved farther to the right of Mr.
Hollett, his former Leader.
My friend Gus Duffy then rose to announce that he, too, proposed
to take a very serious step. He said that when he became associated with
the tiny remnant of the Conservative party that remained after the first
election, when the Liberal party had swept all practical opposition from
its path, and a Federal election was taking place, he went out in the
great riding of St. John's West to assist W. J. Browne, now a member
of the Federal Cabinet, in his election.
Two years later he himself was elected as a Conservative in the
district of Ferryland but lost his seat when a new byelection was
ordered. He was elected for St. John's Centre in the provincial election
of 1956 as a member of the Conservative party. He was proud to be a
member for the section of the City where he was born and lived.
He continued:
"I wanted nothing from the party, nothing but wise and sound ad-
ministration especially as it affects Newfoundland. After my years of
association with that party, eight of which, as I said, saw the fortunes of
that party at a very, very low ebb, I was still an ardent and enthusiastic
supporter because I had great faith in it.
After these years offrustration and failure the federal party has now at-
tained the very pinnacle ofpolitical success, and at this time I am com-
pelled, Sir, to leave it because my faith in this party is shattered. Perhaps
some honourable members will understand me when I say that I am not
leaving the party, the party is leaving me. I cannot reconcile my thinking
with that of the Prime Minister of Canada or his Government. I think
that very important principles have been scrapped for political expedien-
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cy. I cannot reconcile myself in remaining a member of this party.
It is a matter ofgreat personal regret that I have to take leave ofmy party
and friends. The Leader of the Opposition, through the years I have been
associated with him, I have learned to respect to a very, very large
degree. I have a great affection for him as a man ofhonour and integrity
and I would defend him to the utmost. I should like to think, Mr.
Speaker, that we shall remain personal friends. I am sure that he can
respect my motives for leaving this party just as I full respect his for re-
maining in it. "
He then asked that his seat be moved as he joined his colleague,
where, he continued:
"I shall become a second member of the Newfoundland Party, which
will be dedicated in single-mindedness to the good of Newfoundland. "
The Premier then moved the adjournment of the House but he
thought he should say that he felt a certain sadness
"at what happened here today. May I be impertinent enough to express
the hope that the three colleagues who worked so valiantly together until
a few months ago will yet be reunited. Let us see what tomorrow brings
forth. Let us make it a sort ofserialfor the next two or three days and see
if Newfoundlanders, all of us, all of us whoever we are and whatever we
are, see if we cannot unite on something on which we might unite if we
are not going to suffer badly. "
Mr. Smallwood's sorrow was only because Mr. Hollett and Mr.
Renouf had not joined him, but he was going to get them yet! I later
heard that Mr. Hollett had seriously thought of leaving the party as Mr.
Duffy and Mr. Higgins had done. Rex Renouf, after hours of discus-
sion and argument, was able to persuade him of the merits of the
federal government's case and succeeded in dissuading him from taking
such a rash action.
The next day, Tuesday, the Premier launched into his most impor-
tant speech of the session. He began by reciting his formal resolution
together with an examination of Term 29 of the Terms of Union. Then
in an angry manner in answer to an innocent question by Mr. Renouf,
he said:
"Mr. Diefenbaker, Mr. Browne, Mr. McGrath -allthemembersofthe
Tory party in the House of Commons, without exception all have
punished Newfoundland, have cut Newfoundland's throat, stabbed
Newfoundland in the back, betrayed, . ... etc., etc."
No one could dispute his forecast of what the result of Mr. Diefen-
baker's Government's attitude towards Term 29 would be:
"If there was an election tomorrow in Newfoundland, his candidates
would not win a seat. "
The Premier then praised the two who had left the P.C. party,
Messrs. Higgins and Duffy. Then he turned to the Leader of the Op-
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position, and lavished praise on him especially for his patriotism during
the First World War and told him how much he would be loved and
respected if he would back the Premier at the present time. The same
thing applied to the "Lone Ranger" Mr. Renouf. He then held Jim
McGrath and me up to ridicule, saying we would never be elected again.
For me, he prophesied a great licking. I would lose my nomination
deposit; I'd be a figure of shame and disgrace in Newfoundland. He
told how he tried to convince me at the last hearing of the Royal Com-
mission in the cellar of the House of Commons, to
"stand up for Newfoundland, your name will live in Newfoundland,
your name will go down with honour and glory. "
I can't remember having any conversation with Mr. Smallwood on this
subject. I can't remember attending a meeting of the Royal Commission
in the basement of the House of Commons, either. Then he asked to
make the approval of the resolution unanimous, as he had done in the
loggers' strike. Here is a sample of his appeal, especially addressed to
Mr. Hollett and Mr. Renouf:
"I hope that the Leader of the Opposition will leave the party he is in,
vote for this resolution, leave the party he is in and join the new party or
come over here or stand out independent but leave the Tory gang. Leave
the betrayers. Leave the cullhroats. Leave the backstabbers. Get rid of
them and I hope that, notwithstanding the connections there are, I hope
the honourable and learned gentleman [Mr. Renouf] to his left, for
whom I have a great respect, great admiration and great respect;
genuine, I think, to the tips of his fingers - I hope he will not lose his
way, I hope in spite of everything he will break away and support this
motion. A lot depends on this vote. A lot depends on it. Newfoundland,
I believe, is watching today. Newfoundland will be watching this vote.
Don't be fooled by a couple of committees. Don't be fooled by a lillie
cellar meeting. Don't be fooled by copies of resolutions. Just feel the
heart of Newfoundland. Unless you have gone insensitive you can feel
Newfoundland's heart beating today. You can feel it. You know how the
Newfoundland people feel right now. You know how they feel. If you
don't you shouldn't be in politics. The man who is so insensible, so blind
that he does not know how the Newfoundland people feel about this
betrayal, then the quicker he gets out of politics perhaps the happier he
will be."
It will be to the eternal credit of Mr. Hollett and Mr. Renouf that
they resisted the blandishments and pleadings of the Premier in his ap-
peal to their patriotism. Samuel Johnson said:
"Patriotism is the last refuge of the scoundrel. "
When Mr. Renouf took the floor, he argued as Mr. Fleming had
done in the House of Commons, that there would be ample opportunity
during the examination of all the federal-provincial fiscal arrangements
for Newfoundland to bring forward any special circumstances it might
have. Mr. Renouf pointed out that not only Mr. Fleming but also the
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Prime Minister had stated this. Moreover, it was set out in the Bill that
had been passed at Ottawa.
Mr. Hollett spoke afterwards, but he was interrupted so frequently
by the Premier that the report in Hansard looks like a conversation bet-
ween the two of them. He followed along the lines of my speech that
under Prime Minister Diefenbaker more funds had been poured into
Newfoundland during the two years that we were in office than had
come to Newfoundland during the eight years under Mr. St. Laurent.
At one stage he referred to the Premier's statement at St. Andrews that
he would show the maritime provinces how to get out of Confedera-
tion. Mr. Hollett then said
"Where would we go without Confederation?"
Premier Smallwood said:
"It would be a lot easier, yes, to get Diefenbaker out, wouldn't it, and
get better results. "
Mr. Hollett:
"Is that the idea of bringing in this resolution? I think it is. "
Premier Smallwood:
"Of course, from end to end of Canada. "
Mr. Hollett:
"It is to spread across the whole of Canada?"
Premier Smallwood:
"Right across Canada. "
After sixteen Liberal members had risen and spoken religiously in
favour of the resolution, the Premier closed the debate on July 27th at
8:00 p.m.
In the course of his speech he put the worst possible construction
on the statements of the Prime Minister and the Minister of Finance
about the review in which any "special circumstances" raised by New-
foundland would be considered after March 31 st, 1962. Premier
Smallwood knew as well as I did that no matter what Mr. Diefenbaker
had said or done, or what Mr. Fleming or Mr. Fulton or I had said or
done, the amount recommended by the Royal Commission would be
paid. THE OTTAWA CITIZEN, which was a supporter of the Liberal
party, had said the same thing. But the Premier's pride had been
wounded. He was angry first with the Royal Commission for allowing
only half the amount demanded, and for the criticisms of his Govern-
ment that were in the report, especially for the lack of progress.
He was especially blazing mad at the Prime Minister's regrettable
error in using such a phrase as "final and irrevocable." Actually, no
damage ever ensued to Newfoundland over Term 29 or anything else.
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Newfoundland prospered. The only ones who suffered were the P.c.s.
The Premier could take second place to no one as an agitator. The
Prime Minister must have heard of his threat in this debate when
Smallwood said:
"It would be a lot easier, yes, to get Diefenbaker out, wouldn't it, and
get better results. "
The resolution was deliberately brought on as a prelude to a campaign
to get Diefenbaker out, and he would start right here in Newfoundland.
Towards the end of his speech he said:
"The interest of Newfoundland is not the interest of John Diefenbaker
or William J. Browne. These two men have betrayed Newfoundland.
They have betrayed Newfoundland. They are traitors to Newfoundland.
Perhaps Mr. Diefenbaker is not a traitor because he is not a New-
foundlander, but William J. Browne is a traitor to his country, to this
Province and no one can sit in this House and represent him without
betraying Newfoundland. And I appealfrom my heart to the heart of the
Leader of the Opposition. I know his heart is good. His head may be
muddled but his heart is good. He's got a heart, I appeal to that. He is
hopelessly muddled on this issue, but I appeal to him as a New-
foundlander, as a Hollett - as an out-harbour man. I appeal to him to
break away from Diefenbaker and Browne, push them where they
belong, and take our side, take his place on the side of Newfoundland,
the Newfoundland people, come over and join the new party or the
Liberal party or ifnot, ifhe doesn't like these two, just move away to the
right or to the left, but get away from the Tories, get away from Diefen-
baker and get away from Browne and vote for Newfoundland."
The House then voted 31 to 2 in favour of the Premier's motion.
Hollett and Renouf voted nay to the resolution, but Higgins and Duffy
voted with the Liberal party. The Premier then stated:
"Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now adjourn until tomorrow,
Tuesday, at 3:00 0 'clock when I understand His Honour the Lieutenant
Governor will attend in this Chamber to prorogue this General Assembly
of this session of the House and I wish to say that I shall tonight advise
His Honour to dissolve the General Assembly and I shall advise His
Honour the Governor to issue his proclamation at once for the holding
of a general election and this general election will be held as quickly as
the law provides, which means that it will be held within twenty-one or
twenty-two or twenty-three days from now. My reason for advising His
Honour to that effect will be that I desire to enable the Newfoundland
people to determine where they stand in this matter, and in that connec-
tion, I quote from Dicey's 'Law of the Constitution,' page 430:
'No modern constitutionalist will dispute that the authority of the House
of Commons is derived from its representing the will of the nation, and
that the chief object ofa dissolution is to ascertain that the will ofParlia-
ment coincides with the will of the nation. '
We will go to the people and ask them to speak for themselves as all of
their representatives did not, in my view, speak for them - we will sub-
mit the matter to the people in a general election at once. "
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On the next day, July 28th, His Honour the Lieutenant Governol
read the Speech from the Throne in which he said, amongst othel
things:
"My Ministers are gravely concerned over the legislation recently
adopted by the Parliament of Canada in connection with the implemen-
tation of Term 29 of the Terms of Union between Newfoundland and
Canada. In their view this legislation is an inexcusable violation of Term
29. It is their policy to seek by all proper means the restoration of Term
29 in its full original meaning.
As you are already aware, this will be the last session of the 31st General
Assembly.
To all of you, whether you continue to occupy a seat in this House or
not, I wish success in your future avocations and a measure of well
deserved relaxation after your heavy duties. ...
In releasing you from your duties, I express the hope that Divine Pro-
vidence will continue to guide you and that His blessing will be on all of
our people as they pursue their occupations on the sea, in the forests, in
the mines, in industry and in every field of their labours. "
This was the last sitting of the Newfoundland legislature in the
great chamber of the historic Colonial Building.
It can easily be shown that the citation of the extract from Dice~
had no application to the situation in Newfoundland in 1959. The situa
tion which led to Professor Dicey's comment was completely different
It arose in 1784 in the reign of George III who, on his own motion
dissolved Parliament. He believed that the policy pursued by the House
of Commons at that time did not have the approval of the nation. Thl
result of the election showed that he was right.
It is obvious that the opposition of two members - Mr. Hollet
and Mr. Renouf - out of a House of thirty-six, did not give thl
Premier any grounds to dissolve the House of Assembly and call al
election. This was his fourth election in ten years and in each election hI
had gained a large majority of seats. There had been tremendou
publicity in favour of Mr. Smallwood's exaggerated arguments and at
titudes. The Opposition in the House of Assembly had been reduced 1<
two. The Premier was obviously trying to eliminate these two op
ponents, and to divert attention from the weakness of his own program
and financial incompetence. Premier Smallwood knew that he had th,
support not only of the House of Assembly, but of the great majority 0
the people of Newfoundland. He had an election called really to boos
his own prestige, wipe out the Opposition and enhance the position 0
the Liberal party in Canada.
Although I never noticed any animosity from anyone except tho
Premier, I have since learned that Rex and Malcolm had to be smugglel
out of the House of Assembly by a side door as there were fears fo
their safety. A large crowd, including many university students whc
knew little of what was being said, had gathered in front of the Colonia
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Building fired by the Premier's fiery speeches against those who refused
to accept his views. For weeks after this episode, many of Rex's clients
would come to his house after dark, they were so afraid of being seen
entering his office. Former "friends" snubbed him and his family.
Even his three young children, the oldest being only eleven, were
miserably aware of hostility. Other children used to make nasty remarks
to them, obviously adult-inspired. This, or worse, was the treatment
meted out to those who defied the Premier at the time.
My own reason for favouring a periodic review every four or five
years was due to a statement made by the Premier at what I believe was
a meeting of the House of Assembly with no reporters present. I was
not there, but Gus Duffy told me that the Premier hoped to get an
amount of fifteen million dollars a year under Term 29. He could then
go to brokers or banks or a trust company and borrow immediately two
hundred million dollars which he could use for the rapid development
of Newfoundland. Realizing the hopeless mess the Premier had made of
his industrial program, I could not agree to an unlimited payment to the
Government of Newfoundland which would enable him to commit so
improvident an undertaking.
I have stated that I had resigned my seat in the House of Assembly
in 1957 to re-enter federal politics for the purpose of seeing that New-
foundland received just treatment under Term 29.
Mr. Diefenbaker freely admitted afterwards that he realized that he
had made a mistake as soon as he heard himself say the words "final
and irrevocable" because nothing is "final and irrevocable" in legisla-
tion passed by Parliament. Unfortunately, I was in St. John's at the
time he made this serious departure from his usual reasonable
statements. I was very much embarrassed. At the same time, I was
aware that our Premier had built up false hopes of the amount he would
receive under Term 29, and our treatment of Newfoundland financially
had more than compensated for the difference between the actual
award and the amount the Premier sought.
PROVINCIAL ELECTION 1959
When I learned of the Premier's sudden calling of an election, I im-
mediately thought of what the late Arch Sullivan, a journalist, told me
of a conversation he had with Dr. Valdmanis. The learned doctor said:
"The Premier used to tell me that he wanted to be in a financial position
so that he could call an election at any time and for that he would need to
have campaign funds. "
The House was dissolved on that day, July 28th, and the election was
set for Thursday, August 20th.
The very evening the House closed the Premier went on the radio
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and TV to speak to the people. His speech was not heard on the west
coast by radio as he spoke without submitting a script. The speech was
later broadcast there. In this election there were four parties: the Liberal
party, the Progressive Conservative party, the United Newfoundland
party and the New Democratic party; in addition there were one or two
Independents. The Premier announced that he wouldn't run candidates
against Jim Higgins or Gus Duffy, the two former Progressive Conser-
vative members who had left their party and formed the United New-
foundland party. He also decided that he wouldn't run a candidate
against John O'Dea, who was opposing Rex Renouf in St. John's South
on the side of the United Newfoundland Party. He also decided that he
himself would run against Malcolm Hollett in St. John's West.
The EVENING TELEGRAM spoke of St. John's West as the
"Premier" district. As I had the honour of once representing the
"Premier" district of St. John's West for four years, I should like to
say that the district of St. John's West in 1959 had no resemblance
whatsoever to the St. John's West of 1924-28 and was in a different part
of the city. The "Premier" district was represented by E. P. Morris for
over thirty years and he was Premier between 1909 and 1917. Sir
Richard Squires represented the district from 1919 to 1923. Up to 1928
there were three members elected in St. John's West, and its boundaries
were clearly defined like all other districts used to be prior to 1925. In
that year there was a Redistribution Act passed which divided St.
John's West into two Districts, St. John's West and St. John's West
Extern. When Mr. Smallwood ran in the St. John's West of 1959, he
was taking no chance whatsoever for he was assured of being elected.
He had created this district - people said "Joeymandered" the district
- knowing that he could run in it safely at any time. Malcolm Hollett
never had a chance. As the Premier could afford to be sporty, he refer-
red to Mr. Hollett as "a fine old fellow, only he was a bit muddled over
Term 29."
The Premier kept on slandering the Prime Minister and Jim
McGrath and myself. Looking back on that election, I can't help being
shocked at the uncivilized manner in which the Premier acted. He used
his extraordinary persuasive powers with extreme language. His con-
duct in rewarding the two members of the P.c. party that had left our
ranks by not opposing them, his conduct in not putting a candidate of
his own against Rex Renouf but offering to support the United New-
foundland party, and his encouragement to his supporters to vote for
the United Newfoundland party and even to work for them, was con-
duct without precedent in our history. It was a most corrupt pro-
ceeding. One can't help asking how these men elected with his
assistance would behave when they got back into the House of
Assembly, if they were to be elected. Two of the U.N. party members
were indeed elected: A. M. Duffy in St. John's Center and John R.
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O'Dea in St. John's South.
The New Democratic party had put 18 candidates in the field. All
were unsuccessful, as usual. They correctly pointed out that the
Premier's calling an election because two people in the House of
Assembly out of thirty-six didn't support him was only a smoke screen
to enable him to have another five years of power. His extraordinary
conduct was also interpreted by a writer in the EVENING
TELEGRAM as an attempt to give the House of Assembly no opposi-
tion because if the members of the United Newfoundland party were
elected with his support, he could call them his boys. They couldn't
have been elected without his help.
Both Jim McGrath and I were down here when the election was
called. There was no warning; it was called in the shortest possible time.
When the election was over, the P.C.s had three members, the United
Newfoundland party had two and the Liberals had thirty-one, or one
less than they had before the dissolution! Premier Smallwood's Liberals
actually had lost two seats to the P.c.s so what did the election prove?
Our three members elected were new men: James J. Greene, a Rhodes
Scholar and lawyer, was elected in St. John's East, defeating Jim Hig-
gins, leader of the United Newfoundland party; Albert Furey, the son
of my colleague Charlie Furey in 1932, was elected in Harbour Main
defeating the former Liberal member M.P. Whelan; Richard Greene,
another lawyer from St. John's, was elected on Bell Island defeating J.
O'Driscoll, the former Liberal member, in a three-way fight.
The Premier was angry at the results. He had hoped to wipe out the
P.C. party. His plan failed. The Premier wanted everyone in New-
foundland to support him. Many did not. Here are the figures of the
voting in 19594:
Percentage Percentage
of total No. of of total
Votes votes members members
Liberals 71,632 57.6 31 86.0
P.C.s 31,866 25.6 3 8.3
UN party 10,597 8.5 2 5.5
NOP 9,936 8.0 0
Independent ___23_7
124,268 99.7 36 99.8
The election served to show the awful power that was possessed by
"the only living father of Confederation" as he loved to be called. In
411 will be seen that he had managed to manipulate the Districts so that he received a greater
number of seats than his percentage of votes warranted. If members had been elected according to
their voting, the Liberals would have received 21 seats, the P.c.s 9, the U.N. 3 and the N.D.P. 3
for a total of36.
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his early days he was known as an agitator. He was also an ungrateful
man. He was the only Premier in the four Atlantic provinces who did
not thank our government under John Diefenbaker for the substantial·
ly increased financial benefits which their inhabitants had received after
we came into office in 1957. As for the sum of $8,000,000 granted under
Term 29 in 1959, it was extended in 1962 and made permanent some
years later.5
I have never heard of a party leader in any country, outside coun·
tries ruled by dictators, who applied so much pressure to get all the
members on one side. Premier Smallwood's strategy was applied to do
exactly this. His idea in reducing the number of issues in the election to
one - "how badly Mr. Diefenbaker's government has treated us over
Term 29, therefore vote Liberal" - was clear because most people
wished to see Newfoundland get more money. J. R. Smallwood was
easily the greatest propagandist in Newfoundland, and he stressed how
wicked Mr. Diefenbaker, myself and Jim McGrath and the rest of the
P.C. members in the House of Commons were. He called me "the
greatest traitor of them all." He had sent me a copy of his message to
the Prime Minister on August 10th, 1958, saying that Newfoundland
welcomed the care and consideration which Prime Minister Diefen-
baker had promised to give to Newfoundland. That, I believe, was the
only communication I had from the Premier of Newfoundland or his
Government in five years. It will therefore be seen that Premier
Smallwood's actions were intolerant. Everyone should do exactly what
he wanted! By this long period of propaganda lasting over a year, he
had eventually won several of our principal supporters including two
members of the House of Assembly to his side. Now what was behind
this gigantic effort so foreign to a democratic country? In my opinion,
Mr. Smallwood's idea was, as one of the N.D.P. candidates said, to get
people to forget all about his mistakes, especially in regard to his new
industrial policy, the errors of which I had tried so hard to expose bet-
ween 1954 and 1957.
It is strange that so many of the reporters who regularly trooped
out to meet Premier Smallwood when he visited Ottawa and questioned
him, never seemed to be shocked - amused, yes, but never shocked -
at his actions. They never seemed to be concerned with his rash decision
to invest the better part of $45 million that he had rec~ived immediately
after Confederation into a bunch of industries all within a couple of
years. Both inefficiency and dishonesty were present in those expensive
investments. Of the twenty industries commenced by Premier
Smallwood, how many survived? Three or four? These were sold years
ago at cost or less to private companies. None of them is government-
owned now.
Sin the Newfoundland budget for 1982-83 the tOlal amount of grants paid to Newfoundland from
the federal government was nearly $842,000,000 of which the $8,000,000 under Term 29 represents
less than I percent.
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Term 29 was a wonderful issue for the Premier on which to fight an
election in 1959. The great majority did not understand it, did not have
much idea of what it meant. The other parties tried to produce a
manifesto that dealt with other things besides Term 29 that would have
to be considered when a new Government was formed, but the Premier
stuck to his single issue and won. I would say the Province lost.
The confusion and excitement stirred up by Premier Smallwood
was to have wide repercussions. First, the future of our party federally
was seriously affected. Before the election there had been two districts,
51. John's Centre and St. John's South, with a majority of P.C.'s and
with representation in the House of Assembly. After the election there
was no longer any district in my riding with a P.e. member in the pro-
vincial Assembly. Jim McGrath in St. John's East was luckier, for there
he had three new P.C. provincial members in his riding: Albert Furey,
Dick Greene, and James Greene. James Greene became leader of the
official Opposition. It didn't look very good for us in the federal elec-
tion scheduled for 1962, but it certainly looked better for Jim McGrath
than it did for me.
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Chapter Seventeen
Visit to DEW Line and North Pole - Personalities on Trip
- Thule - Aklavik - Anchorage - Military Installations
- P.e. Meeting in Ottawa - First French-Canadian
Governor-General - September 15th, 1959 - Family News
Mae and I were in Ottawa in the fall when we had a visit from Mr.
and Mrs. Tan, the parents of my young friends Richard and Robert
Tan. Richard was studying medicine and his brother was studying den-
tistry at the University of Toronto. They came to spend a few days with
us. Mrs. Tan had been born in Peru and her husband had been born in
Malaya, and they were carrying on a banking business in Hong Kong.
We got along well together. They were charming people, and we
became great friends. Mr. Tan was enthusiastic over Mae's Canadian
cooking.
I was not able to spend much time in the company of Mr. and Mrs.
Tan as arrangements had been made in advance for a joint
U.S.-Canadian inspection of the DEW Line (Distant Early Warning)
installations in the high Arctic. Our group included the minister for
Defence Production, Honourable Raymond O'Hurley, P.e., and his
deputy David Golden; Mr. B. G. Sivertz, Director of Northern Ad-
ministration and Lands Branch of the Department of Northern Affairs,
and myself. The United States group included the Ambassador to
Canada, Honourable Richard B. Wigglesworth; Allen W. Dulles, head
of the prestigious Central Intelligence Agency (C.I.A.) and several high-
ranking American Army and Air Force personnel. We had two planes
- a Canadian Viscount and a U.S.A.F. plane. The DEW line was the
location of an enormous radio antenna by means of which both the
U.S. and Canada would be quickly alerted to airplanes coming from the
Soviet Union across the North Pole territory. There were two other
lines, the mid-Canada line and the Pine Tree line further to the South.
On October 3rd, 1959, we flew from Ottawa via Sept-lies to
Frobisher Bay where we spent the night. I was surprised to see the large
airfield which was being used by passenger planes in the flight from
Vancouver to Europe. We spent a day at Frobisher, where we saw skill-
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ed Eskimos driving buses. I inspected the power plant and asked our
guide if he had any Newfoundlanders working there. He said, "Yes, the
superintendent in charge of this plant, Mr. Melvin, is a New-
foundlander. There he is." He introduced me and I shook hands with
Mr. Melvin and said, "You are one of my constituents from Bauline,
near Tors Cove, right?" "Right," he said. After we had talked a few
minutes, I told him, "If I get back before you, I will let them know I
met you." And so I did.
We spent the night in a cabin, of which there were several, joined
together like a railway train. We were treated to a dinner of Arctic char,
a fresh water fish found in the cold waters from Labrador to Frobisher.
The fish was delicious, light and flavoursome and we all enjoyed our
meal. The land here is "permafrost," that is, it is always frozen so that
houses and huts have to be put on pillars and not rest on the ground as
the heat from them would melt the ground underneath and cause the
houses to tilt.
Our next stop was the U.S. Air Force Base at Thule (pronounced
Toolee or Thulee), Greenland, where there was a large airfield. Whilst
we were there a plane came in from Denmark, of whose territory
Greenland is an important part. I had often heard the hymn that begins
"From Greenland's icy mountains, from India's coral strand, where
Afric's sunny fountains roll down their golden sand." Greenland ranks
second only to Australia for size as an island, as it covers 830,000 square
miles, of which only 135,000 are free of ice.
As a Newfoundlander, I was familiar with the exploits of some of
the explorers who had given their names to these lands and waters in the
Arctic Circle. I could not but be excited, therefore, at being able with
such ease to reach these distant places in comparison with the slow and
painful perserverance of men like Baffin, Davis, Franklin, Frobisher,
Hudson, Peary and our own Bob Bartlett. This is the territory of the
great explorers. When I think of the stewardesses getting off their plane
after a quick run from Copenhagen while we were there, I cannot help
marvelling at the courage of Mrs. Robert Peary who was with her hus-
band in this mysterious land in 1893. I had heard of Thule, too, from
one of my constituents, Leo Yetman of St. Mary's, who was a foreman
employed by the United States people who built the radar station there.
He and several others from Newfoundland assisted in the construction
of various radar stations in connection with North American Air
Defence or NORAD.
This land is also the home of the glaciers which are constantly mov-
ing slowly towards the sea, where they break off and are carried by the
great currents through Baffin Bay and the Davis Strait to the Atlantic
Ocean. They continue their journey south along the coasts of New-
foundland until they are melted by the warm waters of the Gulf Stream.
We saw the great radar antenna at Thule. It consists of four gigan-
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tic grids, each the size and shape of a football field, made of large wire
mesh. We passed through a covered passage on our way back. It was
half full of fine powdery snow that looked like nour, which had seeped
in through cracks and crannies in the wooden structure.
Not only was it necessary for the U.S.A. to build and man this
huge radar station but it was equally necessary to defend it against an
enemy. At that time there was a real fear that Russia might attack
across the polar regions. To prevent such an attack from being suc-
cessful was the reason for the three defensive and expensive warning
systems built by the U.S.A. There were about 45,000 inhabitants in
Greenland; these were settled all around the coastline. Although
Greenland was a part of Denmark, it had its own stamps, the first of
which carried a picture of King Christian X of Denmark. 1 bought a set
of the current issue when 1 was there.
We were still some distance from the North Pole, which Mr. Wig-
glesworth wished to see. We all did, now that we were so near. We were
~~
Left 10 righl: Messers. HUlller, Dulles, Browne, U.S. Ambassador P. B. Wigglesworlh,
HOIl. R. O'Hurley and ullkllowll.
taken up around the North Pole by the U.S. plane, over the icy wastes
and the only place we saw water was exactly underneath us at a place
which we were told was the location of the North Pole, The pilot made
two circles around the Pole for good measure. 1 did not enquire, but
some other kind of compass than the magnetic compass was used to
guide our operations that day.
On the 6th of October, 1959, we were all inducted into the Order of
the Sea Gulls. Each one of us was given a certificate, and we all signed
297
them. A similar formal certificate of our admission to the ETERNAL
ORDER OF THE ARCTIC EMPIRE was given to us. It was signed by
an official whose writing I cannot decipher, but he had the impressive
title of the AIR MARSHAL OF THE NORTHERN WINDS.
We were fortunate to have been blessed with a week of fine
weather. From Thule we flew to Cambridge Bay on Victoria Island in
the North West Territories, where there was land and we were told that
it was the sort of formation where oil might be found. We next visited
Aklavik which is situated on the delta of the Mackenzie River which
flows out of Great Slave Lake 800 miles to the South. This little town
had a fine runway for the plane. It also had a twin school, that is, one-
half of it was for the use of the Catholic students and the other half was
for students of the Church of England. The Catholics had a beautiful
round church that must have been modelled on the Eskimo igloo.
A great deal of money had been spent to make the town habitable
and the houses were supplied with water and sewerage services, heat and
electricity, all through the same round well-insulated pipes, about a foot
in diameter, that were connected with the houses in the town. It was
necessary that the houses not be too far apart.
Mr. Sivertz was the guide and expert on the inhabitants and on the
customs of the Eskimos around Aklavik. We were to hear the amusing
word "Tuktuk," short for Tuktoyaktuk, the name of the peninsula
that is almost like an island parallel to the land in the Beaufort Sea.
At this time Mr. Sivertz held two posts. He was Registrar General
of the newly created riding of North West Territories, as well as Direc-
tor of Northern Administration and Lands in the Department of Nor-
thern Affairs and Natural Resources. Both Yukon and the North West
Territories each return a member to the House of Commons in Ottawa.
Honourable Erik Neilsen, P.C., M.P. for the Yukon, the Deputy Prime
Minister, has been elected eleven times since 1957.
This is also the land of the caribou. The Eskimos of these parts
could live on fish, walrus, seal and caribou. Their clothing used to be
made of caribou skins but, in these modern days, most of them were
wearing the same clothing as would be worn in Winnipeg or Calgary.
From Aklavik we flew to Anchorage, the chief city in Alaska, see-
ing Mount McKinley on our way from a distance of 140 miles. It is the
highest peak in North Americ.a (20,320 feet). There are here ice fields
and glaciers fifty miles wide and hundreds of miles long. Allen Foster
Dulles told us that his grandfather, John W. Foster, Secretary of State
under President Benjamin Harrison, had a glacier in Southern Alaska
named after him. Alaska has an area equal to one-sixth of the United
States or nearly 600,000 square miles, but a population of only 300,000.
At Anchorage there was a large airfield where the United States Air
Force had fighters and bombers, some of which took off and landed
quite near us. They were arriving with Sidewinder missiles. We were
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entertained at the Officers' Club, where the first object that we saw as
we entered was a huge polar bear mounted on a pedestal, with its front
paws outstretched in a frightening gesture. Next we saw a large
cauldron of cooked King-crab meat. This was the principal course for
our dinner. They had evidently prepared well for our entertainment; in
addition to this meal, they gave us a frozen package weighing seven
pounds of that delicious food to take back with us. After dinner we
listened to exciting tales of hunting by some of the officers. Alaska,
which Russia sold to the United States in 1867 for $7,300,000, had
become the forty-ninth State of the Union on January 1st, 1959.
From Anchorage we flew to Cold Lake in Alberta. There is a great
airfield here where airmen from the United States train side by side with
members of Royal Canadian Air Force. Here we met General Charles
Foulkes, the Chief of the General Staff of the Canadian Army. He and
some fellow officers had been shooting wild ducks just before we arriv-
ed. They had obviously been very successful, for there was a great heap
of birds piled up near where we got off the plane. We were all given
several braces of the birds to take home with us. From Cold Lake we
flew to Churchill, Manitoba, the last stop on our visit. Churchill is a
small town on the shore of Hudson Bay. It was developed as an ideal
location for the export of wheat from the Prairie Provinces, being a
short rail haul from the prairies and the port being suitable for
transportation of the wheat by ships to European ports during the short
summer season. Hudson Bay had a long history - even of sea battles
being waged there between the British and the French nearly three cen-
turies ago. There is a fort over which we flew by helicopter, called the
Prince of Wales Fort, but I don't think it was ever used. There was a
good deal of construction going on. Houses were being built for the
Eskimos. I met there my former secretary, Mrs. Blanchard, an English
lady who had married a French Canadian and had moved from New-
foundland to Churchill, where he was engaged in the house construc-
tion business. It is always nice to meet someone from home. They were
glad to see me, too.
The object of our mission was to inspect the United States Air
Force Bases between Thule in Greenland, Aklavik in the North West
Territories and Anchorage in Alaska. The North American Air
Defence, better known by the acronym NORAD, was established by the
governments of Canada and the U.S.A. shortly after we were elected, as
a continental defence distinct from the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion which included, of course, our European allies. Its purpose was to
assure that there would be frequent consultations between those respon-
sible for the defence of the continent.
In the House of Commons on March 28th, 1960, General Pearkes
stated:
"The defence of the North American continent is indivisible; there can-
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not be a separate defence for Canada and a separate defence for the
United States. NORAD is a co-operative organization with constant con-
sultation between the United States and ourselves.
We also have at Washington a considerable staff of officers who are in
daily contact with their opposite numbers in the Pentagon. There are to-
day some sixty Canadian officers of the Army, the Navy and the Air
Force, who are sitting in daily on various committees there. They keep
the Chiefs of Staff here in Ottawa advised by letter, by telegram and by
telephone. . .. We base everything on the hope that we can deter an
enemy from going to war. ...
The main point of these warning systems is that the forces of retaliation,
a number of which are still bombers in the strategic air command, can get
off the ground in the few minutes that are available. ... Surely, that
money which is being spent on improving the warning systems is
assistance to the only defence that we have at the present time, the power
to make it clear to the enemy that it is not worth his while to attack. "
We were all impressed with the conditions we saw from Thule to
Anchorage. The U.S. Air Force was alert and prepared.
It is not sufficiently appreciated how fortunate the people of
Canada are to be a next-door neighbour of the most powerful nation in
the world. Without the aid, and the presence, of the Armed Forces of
the United States in the far North, Canada would be an easy victim of
Russian ambitions. During our trip we found the Americans we met
most friendly. At that period, I think it is true to say that our relations
generally with the government of the United States were also cordial
and co-operative. President Eisenhower and Prime Minister Diefen-
baker were "friends on a first name basis", and the President found in
George Hees, the Minister of Transport, a golf player worthy of his
steel!
The chief personalities of our trip deserve a brief reference to their
qualities.
Ray O'Hurley was the Minister of Defence Production. As his
name might indicate, he had Irish parents. He was brought up and
educated in French schools and was, therefore, bilingual. He was the
member for the rural riding of Lotbinihe on the South Shore of the St.
Lawrence River. In his first election in 1957 he defeated Hon. Hugues
LaPointe, a member in the government of Mr. St. Laurent. Ray was a
very pleasant person. He had been prominent in municipal politics. He
succeeded C. D. Howe in the important Department of Defence Pro-
duction. His Deputy Minister was David Golden, who had been a
Rhodes Scholar from the University of Manitoba and was first elected
in 1941. He had, however, enlisted in the army and became a captain in
the Winnipeg Grenadiers. Unfortunately, he was taken prisoner of war
by the Japanese in Hong Kong and remained there until 1945.
In 1946 he went up to Oxford, to Queen's College, to continue his
legal studies, but he resigned his scholarship after a year and went into
the practice of law, at the same time becoming a lecturer at the Universi-
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ty of Manitoba. In 1951 he joined the Department of Defence Produc-
tion and was appointed Deputy Minister in 1954. He has since had
varied experience in different departments of the Government at Ot-
tawa.
Allen W. Dulles was the brother of John Foster Dulles, the
Secretary of State under President Eisenhower. For a person who had
been director of the Central Intelligence Agency, he seemed a
remarkably modest and quiet man. I found him a very pleasant person,
even if his bridge-playing seemed to indicate that he thought something
might be gained by a long study of a weak hand! We talked about his
experiences in Switzerland. Our mission must have been an important
one to require his presence with us. When he returned to Washington,
he sent me a copy of Nazi Soviet Relations 1939-1941. This volume con-
tained copies of many of the documents that were found in the archives
of the German Foreign Office relating to the events leading up to the
declaration of war by Germany against Soviet Russia. As Chief of the
Office of Strategic Studies (O.S.S.) in Switzerland, he organized a net-
work of informants throughout Europe. He is credited with the success
of an operation which resulted in the early surrender of the German ar-
mies in Northern Italy. On this account, he earned the lasting mistrust
of the Russians! He died in 1969 at the age of 75. His older brother,
John Foster Dulles, had died in 1959.
The American ambassador to Canada, Richard Wigglesworth, was
a veteran of the First World War, in which he was a commanding of-
ficer from 1917 to 1919. He was a lawyer also, and became legal advisor
in connection with government and foreign loans and reparation
payments. He was elected continuously for thirty years as the
Republican representative of the Fourth District of Massachusetts, star-
ting in 1928. On his retirement in 1958 he was appointed ambassador to
Canada by President Eisenhower. He died in Boston on October 22nd,
1960. At the time of his death the newspapers, both in Canada and the
U.S., were full of praise for his personality and his accomplishments.
General Vanier, the Governor General of Canada, said of him:
"Mr. Wigglesworth, during his service here, has won the esteem and
friendship of Canadians in all walks of life. "
Prime Minister Diefenbaker said:
"In his personal relationships and in his visits in all parts of Canada, he
endeared himself to thousands of Canadians by his kindness, his modes-
ty, his humour and his understanding. "
He was universally admired. His death saddened all who knew him. In a
special service held in the House of Representatives at Washington his
former colleagues paid him the highest tributes. His wife must have had
much of her grief softened by the general praise of her late husband's
work.
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This trip to the DEW line, a voyage of more than 10,000 miles,
lasted four days. It took us to areas of the globe visited by few people. It
was an extraordinary experience and gave me new insight into the
vastness of our country and a new awareness of the sacrifices necessary
to ensure its defence.
Souvenir of Northern Trip. Certificate signed by all members of party
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The overwhelming victory of the Progressive Conservatives at the
polls in 1958 had caught the party somewhat by surprise. It was with
great enthusiasm, therefore, that members from all over the country
came to Ottawa on November 30th, 1959, for a three-day general
meeting. It was the largest and very probably the liveliest gathering ever
held by a political party in Canada. About 2,000 delegates, their wives
and friends attended the happy reunion. The Chateau Laurier's largest
dining hall couldn't contain all the guests, and arrangements had to be
made for closed circuit TV in other dining rooms in the building so that
everyone could see what was going on at the head table.
I think the most interesting group was the one from Quebec. It was
four hundred strong, which reflected the extraordinary gains the party
had made in that province in the 1958 election.
Then also, Premier Frost of Ontario could say:
"Four years ago I was the only P.e. Premier in Canada. Now including
the Prime Minister we are six."
The others were Premier Roblin of Manitoba, Premier Hugh John
Flemming of New Brunswick, Robert Stanfield of Nova Scotia and W.
R. Shaw of Prince Edward Island. The representation from New-
foundland included besides Jim McGrath and myself, Malcolm Hollett,
the former Leader of the Opposition, and James Greene, the newly
elected Leader.
It was a busy, enjoyable meeting. It was good to hear"Alouette"
sung with so much gusto indicating the arrival of French Canada on the
P.C. side. Allister Grosart, who had conducted the elections of 1957-58
was credited with the successful organization of the affair. Several pro-
vincial delegations entertained the delegates at meals and put on skits
that were much enjoyed. M.P.'s from Nova Scotia awarded a prize to
the "ordinary citizen who has seen every TV address by John Diefen-
baker." With his arms tied behind his back by a straight jacket, the win-
ner endeavoured to get to the platform where, when he eventually arriv-
ed, he said in familiar accents, "My fellow Canadians", which remind-
ed everyone of the Prime Minister's first words in his many speeches.
Everyone roared. The final banquet was a tribute to the Prime Minister
and Mrs. Diefenbaker. All cabinet ministers were allowed to speak for
three minutes. The new President of the P.e. Association, succeeding
Honourable Leon Balcer from Quebec, was Senator Thorvaldson,
popularly known as "Solly". He was a long-time friend of the Diefen-
bakers, and a son of Icelandic parents. He had formerly been a member
of the Manitoba Legislature, and was then the head of a law firm in
Winnipeg and a director of several companies. He called on John
Bracken, sometime leader of the party, to speak. Mr. Bracken remind-
ed his audience
"No other man could have accomplished what John Diefenbaker had
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done in the last three years. "
Everyone could agree with that. He then drew back two blue silk cur-
Photo of Prime Minister John Diefenbaker, signed "To my colleague and friend
Hon. w. J. Browne"
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traits, one of the Prime Minister and the other of his wife, Olive. The
paintings were the work of an English artist, George Lown, and were
gifts from the Association.
John Diefenbaker thanked the members for such a magnificent
present. He spoke briefly and said
"As you return to your !lomes across the nation you can report it is in
good heart."
In its account of the proceedings, SATURDAY NIGHT com-
mented
"John Diefenhaker might have added that the sallie could he saidfor the
Tory party. "
The year 1959 was remarkable for many notable events, some of
which I have tried to describe. There was one, however, that deserves
more than ordinary attention. It was the installation, at the age of 71, of
the distinguished soldier and retired diplimat, Major General Georges
Vanier, to the highest post in the country - that of Governor General.
His Excellency Major General George Philias Vanier, O.S.O., M.e., e.0.,
Governor General of Call ada
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He was the first person of French descent to occupy this exalted posi-
tion, and what is more, he was the first Catholic Governor General of
Canada. In a special ceremony in the Senate Chamber of the Parliament
Building at Ottawa on Tuesday, September 15th, 1959, exactly two hun-
dred years after the battle of the Plains of Abraham, Prime Minister
Diefenbaker, speaking on behalf of the people of Canada, extended to
him their best wishes as he assumed office as the Queen's representative
in Canada, the nineteenth Governor General since Confederation. The
Prime Minister said
"You have always answered the call of duty, and in the discharge of the
high responsibilities of your office you will do so with that distinction,
devotion and loyalty that have characterized your life. "
His Excellency's first words in reply were a prayer:
"Almighty God, in his infinite wisdom and mercy, bless this sacred mis-
sion. ... entrusted to me by Her Majesty the Queen, and help me to
fulfill it in all humility. ... May He give peace to this beloved land of
ours and to those who live in it, the grace of mature understanding,
respect and love. "
After promising to convey to Her Majesty the message of devotion and
loyalty which the Prime Minister had suggested he should do as his first
act, he referred to the recent visit of our Sovereign and His Royal
Highness Prince Philip to Canada. He said that the word 'loyalty' had
become a synonym of affection. He also made reference to the capture
of Quebec in 1759 when he said
"A certain country won a battle on the Plains of Abraham and another
one lost the battle. The present Sovereign of the victorious country,
Sovereign of Canada now, returned to the same battlefield two centuries
later and presented colours to a French-speaking regiment, which
mounts guard over the Citadel of Quebec, a regiment of which Her Ma-
jesty is Colonel-in-Chief "
He concluded his inspiring speech by saying
"If Canada is to attain the greatness worthy of it, each one of us must
say 'I ask only to serve'."
It should be noted here that Prime Minister Diefenbaker and his
Government should be given credit for making the first appointment of
a French Canadian to such a high post.
Prime Minister King had appointed Mr. Massey, an English-
speaking Canadian as the first Canadian Governor General, and it was
inevitable that a Canadian of French descent take his place when he
retired. None more worthy, more distinguished than Major General
Vanier could have been found in Canada.
About this time Mae and I visited North Bay, Ontario, which was
about 230 miles west northwest of Ottawa. Peter was then teaching
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nusic at the Algonquin Composite SchooL I After six years of study and
;oncerts in Europe he had returned to Canada. As soon as he was settl-
:d in his new job, Michele and their two children Pascale and Catherine
:born the previous year) joined him. Peter was now teaching band and
;horus; he was disappointed to find that most of the students had no
Jrevious musical training whatsoever. Mae and I helped him equip his
Ipartment, for at that time freight rates were extremely low and it was
;heap to ship things from St. John's or Ottawa. He and his family
>tayed a year in North Bay. Not only was the winter long and cold, but
:he work wasn't what Peter wanted to continue doing. At the end of the
lext summer they moved permanently to Jacksonville, Florida where he
:ook up a position teaching music.
It is interesting to tell how Peter got this position at Bartram
~chool, a private girls' boarding school in Jacksonville. The retiring
;:>iano teacher, a Miss Beatrice Turner, was a Canadian; the Directrice
)f the school had been so satisfied with her work that she wanted a
2anadian to replace her. Peter happened to be in the placement office
)f the Toronto Conservatory the day that the request for a piano
:eacher came in. He was flown to Jacksonville for an audition and was
mccessfuL However, as he had already contracted to teach in North
Bay he had put off his engagement in the Gateway City until the follow-
ing year. This was the great break for him because, besides teaching, he
would also have opportunity for performing and he was provided with a
jwelling on the school grounds.
During the summer of 1959 my son Edward had obtained work on
the harbour development in St. John's as a labour foreman. Work was
being carried out on a three shift basis. His friend, Jed Gamberg, work-
ed with him. They both lived at our house for a part of the time when
we were in Ottawa. The tenant that I had there had left at short notice,
as, I regret to say, most of my tenants have done.
Edward and Jed, for some strange reason, had bought a motor
boat for several hundred dollars with financial assistance partly sup-
plied (unknown to me) by my wife Mae. Two men, who were working
for me at other jobs, gave the boat a good overhaul and painted it. It
looked very smart in attractive colours of red, white and blue. Edward
and Jed were delighted with it. I've never found out why they bought a
motor boat, as they were working all day and playing baseball regularly
with St. Bon's team at night and Edward was rowing twice daily at
Quidi Vidi. This motor boat adventure was not a success story. It was
moored at Long Pond, Manuels, where there were many other boats. I
can't see how Edward or Jed could get any chance to visit it during their
working week. It wasn't long before they found out their imprudence.
They went there one evening and were shocked to find the boat sunk.
IAschool wherepraClical training is given in some trades. in addilion to academic leaching.
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Someone had taken the plug out of the bottom of the boat and allowec
it to fill with sea water. They got it out and drained it, and I took it ove)
and gave it my friend Joe Cheeseman's brother, a retired mechani(
from the dockyard in St. John's and a former seaman in Placentia Bay
He fitted it out in his leisure time so that it looked fine again
However when it was eventually launched again in Placentia, sad tc
relate, it leaked, and no one would undertake to travel in it acros:
Placentia Bay. It was eventually relegated, I suppose, to the Placenti,
Bay graveyard, where many more useful small western boats were an
chored when their sea-going days had ended.
Edward advised me that the harbour development had been pro
gressing on schedule and was already one-third completed. I must sa~
with all the noise going on about the loggers and the I.W.A. and th<
fuss over Term 29, very little was said about the magnificent job th<
workers were doing in building the St. John's waterfront at the cost 0:
thirteen million dollars. In regard to the political situation, Edward
whose work put him in contact with a great many people, said that il
had quietened down somewhat, but that he had the feeling that "th<
pot is still boiling and the lid is getting ready to blow off." Business wa~
better in St. John's than it had been for a long time, and he saw man)
fishing boats landing fish over at Job's premises on the south side of th<
harbour. Ed was quite proud of the work he was doing at home in cook
ing for himself, and I suppose sometimes for his friends.
In September, after sending his car ahead by train, he flew te
Sydney and picked up the car at North Sydney. He then drove te
Fredericton where he entered the University of New Brunswick as a stu·
dent in Physical Education. Edward was what is known as an 'al
round' athlete who was good at many sports. In the faculty of Physica
Education he was required to choose two major sports in particular anc
he chose football and basketball. It would take him three years to gel
his degree. Edward wondered if it was worthwhile. However, h(
persevered and graduated in 1962. He told me there were eighteen othel
Newfoundlanders at U.N.B.; he had known some of them at Memorial.
One of the perquisites of an M.P. was a railway pass that he coulC
obtain for his dependents from both the C.N.R. and C.P.R. com·
panies. Edward was delighted to receive the passes, which he said would
save him a lot of worry and a lot of money. They enabled him to com(
up to Ottawa to spend an occasional weekend and to see a professional
football or hockey game. Ottawa was a great football city and had a
good team. Ed didn't think that he would make the football team al
U.N.B. but he did. The line coach for the team had been a good friend
of his at St. Pat's in Ottawa, where they had both played together fOJ
three years on the high school team which won the Ontario champion·
ship at least one year. Edward played on the team in various positions.
First he was used as a kicker at which he was an expert, sometimes kick·
308
ng over 55 yards, which is very good. He also played as centre.
He wrote long letters that are interesting even now to read, and he
h-Tote pretty well every week. As at the time I had a secretary who
Hasn't overworked, Ed and I kept up a steady correspondence while he
Has at the University of New Brunswick. I remember on one occasion
Hhen he visited us in Ottawa, I took him to a hockey game in Hull in the
Province of Quebec. The Detroit Red Wings were playing an exhibition
~ame with a team from either Ottawa or Hull. Gordie Howe and Alex
Faulkner (from Harbour Grace) were playing for the Red Wings and we
:alked to them for quite a while before the game started. Edward always
:ook the opportunity of seeing the great athletes. Another time he took
ne to see the Globe Trotters, the famous basketball buffoons who can
Jlay so many amazing tricks on the floor.
I don't remember if Edward played lacrosse, but I do remember
~oing to see a game in Ottawa with him. He had played baseball in St.
John's during the summer months of 1949-1953. As summer came
~arlier in Ottawa, he played up there too. I wanted him to stay in at
night and study before the exams came up. I later learned that he used
[0 climb out of his second story window and go off and play baseball.
When I found out, he told me that this team was the champion team
md he was their top pitcher. I did see a newspaper account of one of the
games in which he was described as "dominating the game" after the
first inning. He used to practise pitching with me and had me scared. He
told me that the catcher had broken his thumb catching the ball. After
hat Ed decided to play first base. As he was very strong, he was a good
batter and at least one year led the league in batting. Amongst his
trophies are several baseballs he recovered after the games in which he
knocked them over the fence as home runs.
Games were not his only love; he was also fond of music. I
remember his going alone to see Xavier Cugat and his band in Ottawa.
He used to play the piano, mostly popular music, but he would syn-
;opate and jazz up classical pieces, perhaps to the distress of the purists,
but to the amusement of others. Sometimes on the bus trips back to
Fredericton after games in neighbouring towns of either New
Brunswick or Maine, Edward would lead the team in a sing-song which
:>ften featured Newfoundland folk tunes, although he said he was rusty
:>n the words. As Edward was twenty-five years of age at this time and
had travelled a good deal, it was not surprising that younger players
would sometimes ask his advice. His work in class was improving, and
we were especially pleased to learn from him that he was keeping up his
religious duties faithfully, and that he was praying for us all as well.
In addition to football and basketball, Ed played volleyball and did
some wrestling and swimming in connection with his courses. He gave
me a list of the exercises they used to have in their practice at basketball.
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These practices lasted one and one-half hours every day with skippin!
and dri11s, and finished up with one mile run around the gym. Ed wa:
being taught the need to be in good physical condition for playin!
games. This was an absolute necessity. He and his associates in the
Physical Education Department used to train students in the neighbour·
ing schools for several weeks at a time. He wrote to me once
"If I ever get the chance to train boys, and we can have anything like the
equipment and gymnasium they have here, I'll guarantee that the ones I
train will be just as good as anylhing they have here. "
Edward had the advantage of working under several coaches. He wa:
probably the most experienced man on the football and basketbal
teams. In the winter carnival in February, 1960, Edward was awardee
the prize for the most valuable player in the basketball game. He wrote
me glowing accounts of the games they won, and sad stories when the~
lost and how they lost. He studied too, but with all the training ane
travelling I don't think he could study very much.
As the time for exams and holidays drew near, Edward wrote to me
to try and get him a job. It was no trouble for him to get a job but he
was lucky in getting one for which he was well qualified with the
Department of National Defence, as Supervisor of Recreation for the
children of members of the Royal Canadian Air Force at a station neal
Metz in France.
In France he usually worked from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily for five
days a week and he also worked on alternate weekends. Sometimes he
and a lady supervisor would be chaperons at the young people's dances
He had done the same thing at several schools near Fredericton. Wher
one of the teachers at the base school went on his holidays, he loanee
Edward his car. With the aid of it, Edward and a friend named Peter
who spoke French, visited Germany, France, Belgium, Holland and Ita
ly. He wrote more often than ever, and he would give his impressions 0
the famous places he visited. On one trip he went to Cologne, Bonn am
Frankfurt. He described the magnificent view of the Rhine, but he likee
Frankfurt the best, comparing it to New York.
Another time he went to Paris, where he went up to the top of the
Eiffel Tower, visited the Church of the Sacre Coeur and other place:
popular with tourists, and he had the great privilege of hearing the Higt
Mass in the Cathedral of Notre Dame on Sunday. He loved to hear the
choir boys singing in Latin, as he could understand what they were sing·
ing. He thought the choir was magnificent. Our altar boys used to sin!
the Mass and Vespers in Latin at the Cathedral in St. John's years ago
From most of these places he also sent us postcards. Coloured post
cards are very attractive. Some day I wi11 put them in an album; the)
wi11 make an interesting collection. Another time he went to Monte
Carlo, where he could not resist trying his luck at the roulette tables. He
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was thrilled when he won 8,000 francs even though they were the old
ones, for at that time President de Gaulle had not yet re-valued the
franc. When he did, it took ten old ones to buy one new one, I think.
He was amazed at the prices at the PX shops for the American
Forces. He had his eye on a camera and a stereo. I think he compromis-
ed and got the camera his first year, but he got a stereo afterwards. He
wrote to tell me that the Assistant Commander of the unit wanted him
to stay there, and offered him ajob. I was, naturally, opposed to his do-
ing that and encouraged him to get his degree first before taking a job
anywhere. However, the officer was so pleased with his work that he
said he would write to the authorities in charge at Ottawa and request to
have Edward appointed to No.2 Wing again. He was promoted to the
rank of Flight Lieutenant, and returned to work with No.2 Wing every
summer for several years.
On one occasion he told me that our government wasn't very
popular with the troops in Europe as they felt we weren't playing our
part on the international scene. This is a criticism that can perhaps still
be made. The chaps at the University knew I was in the cabinet, and
they continually asked Edward about happenings in Newfoundland.
When they heard the announcement of my appointment to the post of
Solicitor General in October, 1960, they all sent along their congratula-
tions to me through Edward.
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Chapter Eighteell
Parliament Reopens - Bill of Rights - Appointed Solicitor-
General - Family News - Speaking Engagements -
Kingston - Ukranians - Technical Schools and Trade
Colleges
Governor-General Vanier opened the Third Session of the
Twenty-Fourth Parliament in January, 1960.
The Speech from the Throne contained a reference to the Com-
monwealth meeting scheduled for May, and gave news of the imminent
development of the water power of the Columbia River. It was, I
believe, arranged between the governments of Canada and British Col-
umbia and the United States. My friend Mr. Wigglesworth, the
American ambassador, played a prominent role in getting the agree-
ment concluded. It was announced that exploration for oil and gas in
the North had increased. Probably the matter to which most attention
would be given was the announcement of a bill to provide for a Cana-
dian Bill of Rights. Indians would be given the right to vote in federal
elections for the first time. It sounds strange that it took so long to
recognize the Indians as full citizens. Our government under Mr.
Diefenbaker could claim that we had appointed the first Treaty Indian
to the Senate when on January 31st, 1958, James Gladstone, a member
of the Blood Tribe in the Blackfoot Nation, and known as "Many
Guns" (Akay-na-maka) was summoned to be a member of that branch
of Parliament.
The only special reference to Newfoundland in the Speech from the
Throne was the announcement of the repeal of the Newfoundland
Fisheries Board Act. As the export of fish now came under the Federal
Department of Trade and Commerce, and as many changes in the ex-
port procedure had taken place since Confederation, this act was no
longer being enforced and had to be repealed. There was very little
discussion on the subject.
During our second term in office we had such a large number of
members on our side that it was impossible for all of us to speak in the
House of Commons in any particular Session. When we were in the Op-
position we were encouraged to speak and Gordon Higgins and I had
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something to say nearly every day, as a result. This was no longer the
case. Having no department meant that I had no status to be asked
questions, so I spoke far less as a minister than as a private member.
One result of speaking infrequently is that one received far less publicity
in one's riding. Sometimes a member will bring up a matter that is of in-
terest only to his constituents, and has little interest for other members.
In such cases other members may read newspapers or write letters in-
stead of listening. I've sometimes seen them do crossword puzzles.
A member of our Cabinet, Jim Macdonnell, took ill in the summer
of 1959 and resigned from the Cabinet, and was absent from the House
for the remainder of that session. When he returned in January, 1960,
as a private member, his colleagues paid him a fine tribute. Jim was the
Ontario Rhodes Scholar for 1905. In 1915 he married Christina, the
daughter of Sir George Parkins, the first secretary of the Rhodes Trust.
He had studied law, but upon graduation, had joined the National
Trust Company and worked his way up until eventually he became
general manager and president. He had a distinguished war record, win-
ning the Military Cross and the Croix de Guerre, an honour bestowed
on him by the Government of France. He resigned his position with the
Trust Company to enter politics in 1944, and was a member until his
resignation. He was one of the people who came to Newfoundland to
get those who opposed Mr. Smallwood on the Confederation scheme to
join the P.c. party - which, of course, we did.
Mr. Diefenbaker had agreed at the opening of Parliament in 1958
to recognize Hazen Argue as a Leader of the C.C.F. party, although
they only had eight members elected. Thus, he enjoyed the great
privilege of being able to speak on every matter after the Leader of the
Opposition. He made this a practice and developed into an orator. I
think I could say he developed into a Liberal, because he became a
Liberal before he was nominated to the Senate in 1966.
THE BILL OF RIGHTS
The Speech from the Throne had carried the announcement of the
intention of the Government to produce a bill to provide Canadians
with protection of their rights. Although the Bill of Rights had been ad-
vocated for many years by Mr. Diefenbaker, and although he was un-
doubtedly the declared champion and sponsor of a Bill of Rights, it was
not until July 1st, almost six months after the House opened, that an
opportunity arose for debate on the matter.
When the House first opened that day, Friday, July 1st, 1960, the
93rd anniversary of the Confederation of Canada, the Prime Minister
drew attention to this fact and asked the members to rise and sing the
two anthems "0 Canada" and "God Save The Queen." All joined in
the singing. After the usual question period was over, the Prime
Minister arose again and moved the second reading of Bill No. C79, to
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provide for the recognition and protection of human rights and fun-
damental freedoms. Mr. Diefenbaker began his speech by praising the
work of the Fathers of Confederation who had provided a political
organization with a constitution which has stood the test of time.
"On this 93rd anniversary of the founding of our country, we have
reason to celebrate, as we see the realization of the purpose of the two
great collaborators, Sir John A. MacDonald and Sir George Etienne
Cartier, to make a great people and a great nationality. "
He pointed out that our rights had expanded since then, and he explain-
ed that much thought had been given as to what was the proper course
to follow: whether to seek the unanimous consent of the ten provinces
and apply to the British Parliament to pass an act enshrining the Bill of
Rights in the Canadian Constitution, or whether to make a law ap-
plicable for the federal jurisdiction only. He said it would be a good
idea to start with federal jurisdiction as this would give to present day
Canadians a guarantee of rights which no future Government would
dare touch.
He reminded us
"although the United Nations has passed a Declaration of Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, it was never formally adopted by
Canada. The step that weare taking today is the first time Canada has at-
tempted to adopt the principle to befound in the United Nations Charter
or the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights. "
These Rights were listed by Mr. Diefenbaker as:
(a) The right of the individual to life, liberty, security of the per-
son and enjoyment of property; the right not to be deprived
thereof except by due process of law;
(b) The right of the individual to equality before the law and the
protection of the law;
(c) Freedom of religion;
(d) Freedom of speech;
(e) Freedom of assembly and association;
(f) Freedom of the press.
There was to be no discrimination against a person by reason of his
race, national origin, colour, religion, or sex. These and other rights
were to be included in the bill.
The Prime Minister spoke about the many efforts he had made to
bring to the attention of the Canadian people and members of Parlia-
ment the importance of having this sort of legislation. For example, on
May 7th, 1946, he had moved an amendment to the Citizenship Bill at
that time. He wanted Canadian citizens to be called Canadians. Per-
sonally, I remember when I was working in Wallaceburg in Ontario,
that another young man boarding with Mrs. Trudell, as I was, used to
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The Canadian Bill of Rights
call himself 'Canadien.' Later, there used to be a custom to call a man,
a 'Canadian who speaks English' and 'Canadien qui parle Francais,' a
Canadian who speaks French.
After the British captured Canada in 1760, many of the French
went home but those who were born in the country and called
themselves Canadiens, stayed behind. Some friends of mine of Chinese
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origin were travelling in Germany a couple of years ago. One of them
had just graduated from Alberta University with a degree in foreign
languages. She heard some Germans nearby, in their own language,
refer to my friends as Chinese. She spoke to them in German and said,
"We are Canadians."
By his repeated speeches on the desirability of having no
hyphenated Canadians, and his attitude in general towards immigrants,
John Diefenbaker had endeared himself to the great majority. His am-
bition was realized in the census returns, changed so that a person
would not be asked questions concerning his origin but just one simple
question, "Are you a Canadian?" After the Liberals were returned to
power, they put the census questionnaire back where it had been. I must
say I could see no harm in asking questions of that kind when taking the
census.
The bill was fully debated at every stage, in special committee and
in the committee of the whole House. Many amendments were sug-
gested by members of the Opposition. Most of them were either out of
order or were rejected, but some of them were accepted. Almost all the
speakers were earnestly trying to improve the Bill. Amongst those who
spoke with great feeling was Reynold Rapp, a farmer and member for
Humboldt-Melfort in Saskatchewan. He was a rather small man who
was a specialist in the growing of rapeseed. He was born in the Crimean
part of Russia of German parents in 1901. He married a Russian girl
before coming to Canada, and became a Canadian citizen in 1935. In
the course of a brief speech, he said
"If one could realize what it means to the millions of new Canadians
who have come to this country, the greater portion of whom left their
own country oforigin for no other reason than that they had no freedom
or liberty there and only then would one understand the meaning ofa Bill
of Human Rights and Fundamental freedoms.
One oUlSlanding reason given by immigrants coming to Canada is that in
most cases they had to leave their own countries because they underwent
persecution or were deprived offreedom of religion, freedom of speech
and freedom ofassembly or association . .... it is not the easiest thing in
the world to become uprooted from your own country of origin to leave
relatives and friends and to start life anew in another land. ... People
have done this in the past and will do so in the future. As for myseU: I
must say Canada has been good to me and my family ever since we came
to this country. To me it is a heaven on earth compared to the place I left
behind. "
At the final stage of the Bill the Prime Minister spoke again, in a
masterly effort, of the changes that had taken place in society since the
outbreak of the first World War and how even since World War II,
more than a third of mankind has come under the domination of a
philosophy that is materialistic and godless. He spoke too of the pro-
gress made in this country where we were building a Canadian nation
317
out of a population of so many racial origins. Then the Prime Minister
referred to the different nationalities represented on the committee. He
said
"There are Italian, German, Chinese, Norwegian, Ukranian, Polish,
Icelandic and other races; yes, all of them Canadians in a House ofCom-
mons that never before had the type of representation that we have to-
day, representatives of so many origins. "
He concluded his speech with these words:
"I am glad of this day. To all members in all parts of the House, I say
that I hope that in the years ahead these days will be looked back upon
and that those who follow us will say that whatever the disagreements in
detail, there was a united Parliament and that in that Parliament they
buildeth better than they knew. "
As the debate drew to a close Mr. L. Crestohl, who represented a
riding in Montreal, gave a very moving speech. His father was a Jewish
rabbi. He himself was born in Warsaw, Poland, and came to this coun-
try when he was a young boy before the First World War. Towards the
end of his speech Mr. Crestohl said
"When I heard the Prime Minister invoke the Almighty, I was touched, I
was moved, I am rather pleased, yes, proud that we have invoked the
sacred name of God in the preamble, because to me it is a sanctification
of the whole measure, and personally, I am grateful to my leader who
first suggested that a preamble should be incorporated in the Bill. When
one reads only the first paragraph of thepreamble, he cannot help but be
moved by the aura of sanctity which now surrounds this magnificent
piece of legislation. Let me read the first paragraph of the preamble:
'The Parliament ofCanada affirming that the Canadian nation isfound-
ed upon principles that acknowledge the supremacy of God, the dignity
and worth of the human person and the position of thefamily in a socie-
ty of free men and free institutions!'
In invoking the sacred name of God, Mr. Speaker, we all acknowledge
that He is the one and the same God from whom we all seek divine
guidance and wisdom in our duties and responsibilities as servants of the
people of a great country. It is God who is the fount of justice,
righteousness, compassion and charity. It is God to whom we turn for
solace and comfort in adversity and it is God who guides the destinies of
all of us regardless of the place, means or language by which we beseech
Him."
The Bill was passed unanimously.
The 1960 session which had opened on January 14th closed on
August 10th. At that time the deputy to the Governor General read the
Speech from the Throne in proroguing the session. He reviewed some
of the things that had been done during the Session, including the
voting of an increased contribution to the Colombo Plan, an assistance
program for emerging nations in Africa, and further funds for the help
of the West Indies Federation.
Although conditions had generally been good during 1960, there
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was a problem in regard to employment just as there was in the United
States. Accordingly, the Government made arrangements for an ex-
panded winter works program for the coming winter, and in coopera-
tion with the provinces, also made provision for the training of
unemployed persons.
At this Session provision had been made for asking the Parliament
of the United Kingdom to make an amendment to the British North
America Act to retire judges of the superior courts of Canada at the age
of seventy-five. One of our judges told me that if he had known this was
going to happen, he would not have taken the job! A Federal-
Provincial Tax Sharing Arrangements Act had been passed and this was
now a regular thing every session. Arrangements had also been approv-
ed in respect of making of grants to universities in all parts of Canada. I
remember very well that George Nowlan, who was a graduate of
Dalhousie University, seemed jealous because Memorial University got
more than Dalhousie. This was because it was a bigger university with
more students and it was the only one in Newfoundland. In Nova Scotia
there were several universities, so that the funds for Nova Scotia had to
be divided up between them.
Another very useful thing that we did was to pass the Forestry Act.
We had an ideal man to serve as Minister of Forestry in the person of
the former Premier of New Brunswick, Hugh John Flemming, who
became the first Minister of Forestry. He was a lumberman of great ex-
perience. His father had been Premier of New Brunswick, and he had
llso been Premier for eight years. We also arranged, for the first time,
:0 have the payment of pensions under the Old Age Security Act and
he War Veterans Allowance Act to be made to Canadians who chose to
~eside outside Canada. I remember when Inspector Cramm was retired
from the police force in Newfoundland, how afraid he was to leave
\Jewfoundland because he might not get his pension. However, it was
)aid to me and I passed it on to him. That was before Confederation.
What was probably the most important measure from the point of
view of the Prime Minister, who had given so much attention to this
matter during his Parliamentary career, was the Bill of Rights:
"a measure ofgreat significance that you have enacted in this session has
been the Act for the recognition and protection of fundamental human
rights. At a time when the enemies of freedom everywhere mocked the
words offreedom, you have set forth for all the world to see, the declara-
tion of Canadians that the dignity of the human personality shall be
preserved in Canada in equality before the law without discrimination. "
I was in Moncton, I believe, in 1960 when the Prime Minister called
ne long distance and asked me if I would take the position of Solicitor
::Jenera!. Mr. Diefenbaker was making extensive changes in his cabinet,
md Leon Balcer, the former Solicitor General, was now to be Minister
)f Transport. Of course I said "yes." For one thing, it gave me definite
319
duties for which I was to be responsible. Another thing, the work wa~
the sort which I liked to do. The chief duty of the Solicitor General wa~
the consideration of the cases of persons who had been convicted 01
murder and sentenced to be hanged. I had the able assistance of severa
officers of the Department of Justice, including Mr. Tom McDonalc
from Nova Scotia. At that time it was automatic that there would be ::
-Cltanada
Appointment as Solicitor General
review of such cases under the direction of the Solicitor General. Doc
tors and psychiatrists were usually called and sometimes relatives of thl
convicted person would attend and supply us with information abou
his or her character and behaviour.
I was also required to investigate the cases of persons seeking par
dons. I was greatly interested in my work, and the men working with ffii
were very earnest and helpful. One lawyer said that I was the "bes
Solicitor General since Arthur Meighen." Mr. Meighen had died 01
August 5th, 1960, at the age of 86. He was a Conservative who had beel
Prime Minister on two occasions for very short periods. He wa
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generally recognized as a very able man and a superb orator. He held
the position of Solicitor General on several occasions, 1913, 1915, and
1917. He became a member of the Privy Council in 1915 and at his
death was the senior member of that body.
This change in my activity would be paralleled by changes in the
lives of my own family. Margot had graduated from the University of
Ottawa in 1957 with a B.A., and worked for several years. She occa-
sionally went to New Brunswick or Nova Scotia to visit some of her
relatives on her mother's side. On one of these visits she met Dr. Lewis
Ryan who had an established practice in Parrsboro, a small town about
fifty miles west of Truro. It is a picturesque place, where the deer come
to wander in the fields in the off-season. I remember one time when a
big moose crossed the highway in front of my car, leaping with ease
over the fence on the other side.
Margol and Lewis on lheir wedding day
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Margot was much attracted to Dr. Ryan, but she had a difficult
problem deciding whether to stay in Ottawa or go to live in Parrsboro,
where she knew practically no one, which would have been hard on her.
Naturally she would have liked to stay in Ottawa where she would be
near her friends. After much consideration they were married on
November 5th, 1959, by Monsignor Armstrong at the Church of the
Blessed Sacrament, our parish church at Ottawa. It was a quiet wed-
ding, attended by a number of friends and relatives. Lewis, who was a
widower, had two grown daughters who were present. For their honey-
moon Margot and Lewis went to New York, and then returned to Parr-
sboro where they would live for a time. Mae and 1 visited them there on
several occasions as we would pass that way when driving back and
forth between St. John's and Ottawa.
Father Billy was now sent by his superiors to Rome to do graduate
work in theology and biblical studies at the famous Jesuit University,
the Gregorian Institute. While in Rome, Father Billy helped in some of
the local churches on Sundays, and it wasn't long before he was
preaching there, in Italian. The Jesuits have churches and colleges in
most countries of Europe, some of them quite ancient and famous.
While in Europe he was able to travel and visit many of them in Spain,
France and Germany as well as Italy and it was a wonderful experience
for him. Like my other sons and daughters, he was a great letter writer
and we, in Ottawa, were able to share vicariously in his travels.
Madeleine and John had now decided to leave Newfoundland to
settle in New Jersey. They had many friends in St. John's and these, of
course, were sorry to see them go. They bought a big house in a very at-
tractive area called Upper Montclair, not far from New York City.
John was starting a new job that seemed to have lots of promise.
Madeleine now had six lovely children: Michelle, Christopher, Sean,
Moya, David and Jane. As Upper Montclair was only a day's drive
from Ottawa, we were able to get down to see them periodically.
From time to time I would, like other members, receive invitations
to go out of town to speak at the annual meetings of various P .C.
Associations. These would be at the request of the members for the
ridings. In this way I visited the town of Barrie, where Heber Smith,
Q.C., M.P. for Simcoe North, had his home. I was very pleased to meet
there people from St. John's, whom I had known well. They were the
family of Dick Steele who had kept a store selling crockeryware and
glassware on Water Street, and had moved to Barrie where he had
bought out a business of the same kind. He seemed to be thriving in his
new surroundings and was very happy there.
Another of the out-of-town excursions I made was to the riding of
St. Hyacinthe-Bagot in the Province of Quebec. The member was
Theogene Ricard who was the first Conservative member to be elected
for that riding in eighty years. He was an attractive young businessman,
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ntelligent and polite. He was well liked in his riding, which he
'epresented from 1957 until 1972. In 1962 he became Parliamentary
;ecretary to Prime Minister Diefenbaker, and in 1963 became a member
)f the Privy Council as a Minister without Portfolio in the Government.
On this occasion I was to speak at a communion breakfast after
J'igh Mass at the Cathedral. We had the usual breakfast for such func-
ions in Quebec, I was told - buns, beans and molasses and coffee. I
;poke about a half hour in French. There was a great crowd of people
here. I believe the speech was put on local radio. Those who heard it
nust have been surprised a little at my accent, although one very
:ourteous Quebec member in the House of Commons said to me one
lay after I spoke a few words in French during a speech, "Where did
,ou get that fine accent you have?" He was a diplomat!
Amongst other places I visited to lecture was the Rainy River area
:ast of Winnipeg. I had to spend a night in Winnipeg whilst waiting for
1 local plane to get to my destination. There I phoned Ned Crawford,
mother St. Bon's boy who was at Oxford when I was there. I invited
lim to lunch with me at the airport. He was practising law in Winnipeg
md seemed to be doing well at it.
It was very cold in Winnipeg, the sort of dry cold I had often heard
lbout. The sun was shining brightly with not a cloud in the sky, but I
)elieve the temperature was well below zero Fahrenheit. It was
)ecember 7th, 1961.
From Winnipeg I went east to Kenora, where I was greeted by a
:;'rench Canadian parish priest who told me, in the course of our conver-
;ation that evening, that the separatists in Quebec never seemed to be
:oncerned about the fate of their compatriots outside of that province.
[ was given a book by my host describing the area where he lived. On
June 24th, 1959, I was invited by Dr. Leo Jackman, son of Honourable
3dward Jackman,! to Montreal to speak at a ceremony that was
:ustomarily held on this date annually in honour of John Cabot, whose
nonument occupies a prominent place on the main street. The 24th of
June is also extensively honoured there, as it is the feast day of St. John
:he Baptist, who is the patron saint of the Province of Quebec, so that
lithough it was on a Wednesday, the day was observed as a holiday.
[here were many Italians present because the Italians look upon John
:abot (Giovanni Caboto, one of their own) as the one who had
jiscovered Canada. However, I believe that the monument was erected
n 1935, fourteen years before we joined Canada, because the people of
'lova Scotia claim that John Cabot really discovered Cape Breton
[sland and not Newfoundland, on the 24th of June 1497.
There has been a big controversy over the years, but I think the
evidence is strongly in favour of Newfoundland being the first place
'Vol. I, p. 9-10
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Author speaking in front of monument honoring John Cabot, in Montreal
that Cabot discovered, because the reward that he received from Hem)
VII of 'Ten Pounds to him who found the new isle' while not much ir
itself, at any rate indicates that the new isle Terra Nova, the name thaI
was given to the island he discovered, has been perpetuated anc
translated into various languages as Terre Neuve in the French, tc
Tierra Nueva in the Spanish and Newfoundland in English. At thi~
ceremony in Montreal amongst the Italians there was present a parist
priest named P. Guglielmo Vangelisti, O.S.M. He was kind enough tc
give me an autographed copy of a book he wrote about the Canadiar
Italians, Gli Italiani in Canada. This book is very comprehensive anc
deals with the extent of Canada, its history and the important par1
which Italians who came here as immigrants played in its developmenl
right down to present times, for he has a picture in it of Mr. Q. Martin
who was a member of our party, elected from the constituency oj
Hamilton East. The picture shows Quinto shaking hands with th(
author of the book.
On another occasion Dr. Jackman invited me to speak in French tc
the Richelieu Club of Montreal. My wife came with me. They seemed tc
enjoy the speech, even though I was speaking in French! He put us up al
the Ritz Carlton overnight for the occasion. During my earlier stay in
Ottawa, I visited Dr. Jackman, where I met a Mr. Saul Hays, whc
wanted to speak to me about Dr. Alfred Valdmanis. He had some ver)
uncomplimentary remarks to make about Valdmanis' treatment of the
Jews in Germany. Premier Smallwood defended him to the utmost in
the House of Assembly in St. John's when the same charges, made b)
Mr. Hays, had been brought up by a member of the Opposition.
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I had a curious experience one time early in 1959 when I was asked
o speak at the Catholic Life Conference in Sudbury, Ontario. The
lriest who had invited me to speak at the conference later told me why I
¥as afterwards asked if I would mind if the new Apostolic Delegate to
:::anada should take my place. Of course, I did not mind. This was due
o the developments during the loggers' strike in Newfoundland when,
is I heard it
"the Bishops of Newfoundland had the same atitude as Premier
Smallwood against the /. W.A. and the action he took in passing legisla-
tion to de-certify that union. "
Sudbury is the place where the great refining plant of the Interna-
ional Nickel Company is located, and all the people there are very
;trong for unions and showed their sympathy, I suppose, with the
;trikers in Newfoundland. If I had appeared and was introduced as the
nember for Newfoundland, there might have been some criticism or
Jerhaps something worse.
CLOSING EXERCISES AT REGIOPOLIS
In the course of his training my son Bill had to spend three years of
his course teaching school at Regiopolis College, a day boarding school
~perated by the Jesuits for Catholic high school students at Kingston in
Ontario (Regiopolis is the Greek form of the word Kingston.)
At one of the closing ceremonies I was invited to address the
gathering. The meeting was in the gymnasium or auditorium
downstairs. After I started to speak a sudden storm sprang up outside
the hall. The wind whistled and shook the windows and hailstones
began to fall and came in through the window making loud noises. It
was eerie, and for several moments I had to stop because it couldn't be
heard. When the windows were closed and things quietened down, I
said,
"/ am used to this at Olfawa when the Opposition party starts making
noises against the Government. "
That drew a laugh from the crowd and I went on with my speech.
During another visit to Kingston my wife and I were invited by
Father Billy to see a vaudeville entertainment being put on by the in-
mates of Kingston Penitentiary. We missed the chaplain and Billy, who
had already gone to the Penitentiary when we arrived. We went to the
Penitentiary ourselves and I told the guard at the gate that I was an
M.P. and had come to see the performance from the gallery. He let us
in, and we found the chaplain and my son. The chaplain introduced me
to the chief warden of the prison who asked me, "How did you get up
here?" I told him. He said
"You won't get out as easy. When you said that you were an M.P. he
325
thought that you were a military policeman of whom we have a few here
watching the proceedings. "
We found the performance interesting and were eventually shepherdec
out of the building with the chaplain and Bill.
Sometimes when the Minister of Justice was invited and, for somt
reason or other, was unable to accept the invitation, I would be asked te
go instead. This happened on one occasion when he was invited te
speak to the Ukranian Association in Toronto. I was happy to go,
although I knew very little about the Ukraine. Toronto is c
cosmopolitan city, with people of many races living there including c
large Ukranian population. Almost 3 per cent of Canadian people an
of Ukranian origin.
Ukraine is one of the republics which make up the U.S.S.R. It hac
a population of 47,000,000 people and was the richest and most impor·
Author speaking at Ukrainain Banquet in Toronto
tant part of the Russian empire next to the Russians themselves. I wa~
fairly familiar with the history of Russia since the First World Wal
when Von Hindenberg exercised his martial skill by capturing hundred~
of thousands of Russian soldiers. Then followed the Russian revolution
in 1917 with the arrival of Lenin. Although their country was annexed
to Russia in 1923, the people of the Ukraine have never been happy with
the arrangement. My host, therefore, appreciated my remarks about th(
evils of Communism and its efforts to spread its doctrines to other
lands. I was presented with a book of the history of the Ukraine from
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1918 up until 1953. This was written by a Polish historian, who detailed
cruel and deceitful tactics of the Soviets to retain control of the Ukraine
after the German invasion of Russia in 1941.
In Toronto, I spoke on another occasion to an annual meeting of
the Consumers' Gas Association. Here I felt I was out of my element. It
must have been interesting to the employees, who were being entertain-
ed by the directors and presented with rewards for services of various
kinds. All this valuable series of pep talks and wonder-working
salesmen put no one in the mood for politics. I said, as the hour was so
late, that I would not keep them much longer. I thanked them for their
kind invitation; I hoped they would have a prosperous year and that our
Government had done its best to improve conditions since we had been
elected with such a great majority in 1958. The President presented me
with a beautiful cigarette lighter, which, as I did not smoke, I dedicated
to those of my clients who were smokers by keeping it on my office
desk. As the present was undeserved, it is not surprising that it disap-
peared from my desk very quickly, but as I did not use it, I did not
grieve over its loss. Besides, my partner, Mr. Mercer, had one exactly
like it given to him by some other organization that did not know that
he too was a non-smoker.
I have mentioned these extramural visits and talks because they
were going on all the time. I was surprised how few people attended
political meetings between elections. I have seen as few as a dozen at
some of the meetings in Ottawa. When people invited members to
speak, it is a duty to go and speak on matters of public interest. A
cabinet minister would have a special duty since he is involved in all the
decisions made by the Government.
A new session began on November 17th, 1960, and it carried on
(with a break from the middle of July until the beginning of September)
until the House was prorogued on the 17th of September, 1961. This
was the longest Session on record up to that time.
In his opening speech His Excellency the Governor General stated
that the Government was working hard to help settle international
disputes and co-operated with the United Nations with this in mind.
Disarmament under international control is the key to enduring world
peace. Over twenty years have elapsed since that statement was made
and we can still say the same thing; but how hard it is to get it!
During that year European governments were trying hard to make
agreements for international trade. Germany had shown a great spirit
of revival and seemed to be more prosperous than ever before in her
history, but most other nations were still having problems.
Conferences had been held with the provinces with the design of
amending the Constitution of Canada in Canada and taking the power
of amendment out of the hands of the Government at Westminster.
Legislation would be introduced to approve the results of negotiations
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between the provinces and the federal Government for the fiscal ar-
rangements.
Economic conditions had been good during the year, with the
number of persons working and the wages earned at record levels.
However, because of the large number of persons coming onto the
labour market due to the great number of young people coming out of
school, it was expected that there would again be a large number of
unemployed, and consequently funds would be provided for another
municipal winter works program. All federal works which could be car-
ried out in the winter would be activated. It was hoped that all levels of
government and business would co-operate in a continuing effort to
put Canada to work. The government would request Parliament to pro-
vide funds for a five-year period after 1963. Our purpose was to
stimulate the construction of hospitals. This seemed to me to be an ex-
traordinary provision as there was no guarantee we would be then in of-
fice, and there didn't seem to be any great emergency in providing sums
so far ahead. It was said that this was being done so as to avoid inter-
ruption in hospital construction. In regard to the housing program, we
were told that the terms of housing and house construction had been
modified within the National Housing Act to encourage additional
building activity; further improvement in the terms of mortgage loans
would be introduced. The CMHC (Canadian Mortgage and Housing
Corporation) in partnership with provincial authorities, would be asked
to buy, improve and rent existing houses in their areas. There would
also be loans available to universities to build residences for students.
Funds would also be available from CMHC for the provision of long-
term loans to local authorities for approved projects for sewage
disposal and sewage treatment. If the work was done before April,
1963, Parliament would be asked to write off one-quarter of the
amounts loaned.
The most important piece of legislation proposed was the plan to
pay three-quarters of the cost of building technical schools and trade
colleges. This policy was intended for the training and re-training of the
youth of Canada. This policy was also, in my opinion, destined to
become the best piece of legislation, not only of the Session, but of the
term from 1958 to 1962. This came under the Department of Labour, of
which Mike Starr was the Minister. Mike was of Ukranian ancestry. He
had been elected mayor of Oshawa three years before becoming a
member of the House of Commons. Under this policy we saw the erec-
tion of three technical schools in the riding of St. John's East; a very
large one, the largest in the province, in the east end of the City of St.
John's. Another technical school was built at Bell Island, and a third
was built at Seal Cove. The selection of the location was made by the
province, which means that it was made by the Premier.
Our policy was to offer to pay 75 per cent of the cost of building
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and furnishing trade schools and technical colleges, and the provincial
government would pay only 25 per cent. All the provinces took advan-
tage of this opportunity to build extra trade schools. As a result of this
important and far-reaching policy, there have been built, in all, seven-
teen trade schools or colleges in Newfoundland. There are located at
College or Trades and Technology, 51. John's
Baie Verte, Bell Island, Bonavista, Carbonear, Clarenville, Corner
Brook, Gander, Grand Falls, Happy Valley, Lewisporte, Placentia,
Seal Cove, Springdale, St. Anthony, St. John's, and Stephenville.
Across Canada over 400 such schools were built under this legislation.
My Chinese friend Higgin Jin, the son of my former client Wing
Jin, stayed with me in St. John's for over a year. He attended the Col-
lege of Trades here in St. John's, and was regarded as the star pupil
there. I had an old radio, built by Brunswick-Balke Company in 1931.
It was short and long wave, but I had neglected it for a good while. I
gave it to him thinking it might be of some use in connection with his
course. When he was leaving, he brought it back to me and set it up in
my den. It was in perfect order.
The town of Placentia in my riding of St. John's West was one of
the best locations in the province for a Trade School. There were good
elementary and secondary schools in the neighbourhood; there were
many people in the 'ancient capital', as Placentia was once called, and
in adjacent settlements, who had worked or had some members of their
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families working at the great Air/Naval Station at Argentia, and many
of them would have been delighted to take refresher courses or new
courses to improve their standings at a technical school. There was no
school built in my riding whilst I was the member for St. John's West,
because Premier Smallwood didn't want me to get credit for it. It was
an inexcusable omission on his part to punish the people of this area by
refusing to have one of these schools built there whilst I was represen-
ting them in Ottawa. It was another example of his unfair discrimina-
tion. A school was later built in Placentia and it has proved a great suc-
cess, and a great boon to the people.
It will be seen that in the areas of building homes and providing
technical education for the young people of Newfoundland, the govern-
ment under Prime Minister Diefenbaker exceeded the efforts of all
previous governments.
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Chapter Nineteen
Debate on Death Penalty - New Law - Federal Session -
Preparation/or Election in 1962 - Review 0/Major Projects
- Terra Nova National Park - Harbour Development, St.
John's - Amongst Our Other Achievements - John Guy
As detective stories, especially those dealing with the search for
the killer in a murder case, are the most popular branch of fiction, so
lawyers have been fascinated by the problem of what to do with the
killer when he is convicted. Should he die in disgrace on the scaffold or
in the electric chair, or should he live out his remaining days in a
penitentiary?
Members of Parliament in Ottawa were dealing with this difficult
problem of punishment for murder when they were considering Bill cn
introduced into the House of Commons on May 15th, 1961, by
Honourable E. Davie Fulton, the Minister of Justice. He said, in ex-
planation, at first reading:
"The purpose of the Bill is to revise the provisions of the Criminal Code
dealing with the death penalty, and also the provision dealing with the
trial ofa person charged with an offence for which the penalty is death."
Treason and piracy were two crimes besides murder for which the
death penalty was imposed.
The Bill dealt principally with the crime of murder, and would
make two kinds of murder, one of which would be called 'capital
murder' and the other 'non-capital murder'. The punishment for
capital murder would be death, and the punishment for non-capital
murder would be life imprisonment. The death penalty would be given
in a case where there had been a conviction for a planned and deliberate
killing, or for a killing that happened in the course of the commission of
another crime that had been deliberately planned. The Bill was also to
provide for the judge who heard the case to ask the jury, after a convic-
tion for capital murder, if they wished to recommend or not to recom-
mend that mercy be shown the convicted person. Another provision
would permit the appeal of the convicted man to the Court of Appeal
and if that appeal was dismisssed, he could appeal to the Supreme
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Court of Canada, which, for the first time in history, could now con-
sider the whole case and see if the conviction was right.
As I had been Solicitor General then for seven months, I was close-
ly associated with the Minister of Justice in the preparation of the
material to be presented to the House in this debate. Members of all
parties took part in it. Though the Prime Minister once said he had no
intention of participating in the debate, he modified his statement later:
"/ took the attitude that in view of the tremendous amount ofstudy that
had been given to the question by the Minister ofiustice and the Solicitor
General, there was no reason why / should say anything. "
He told the House that he never appeared for the prosecution in a
murder case. He said:
"/ had an outstanding record as a Crown Prosecutor, for / never lost a
case.
'The effect of this, , he said, 'was diminished in importance when it was
realized that from the time of my appointment as Crown Prosecutor un-
til a change ofgovernment took place and forced me to resign, / had no
prosecutions to conduct. ' "
He had, however, a highly successful career as a defender of persons
charged with murder. I remember him saying that only one of the men
he defended was convicted wrongly and, in his opinion, that man was
innocent.
I believe that it was the awful realization of the injustice of an inno-
cent man dying on the scaffold that made the Prime Minister abhor the
death penalty so much, although he never as Prime Minister tried to in-
fluence other members of the Government when considering the ques-
tion of commutation of death sentences. There is no doubt what was in
his mind when, in the course of that wholly unprepared speech of May
29th, he said that he thought that the number of persons who would be
seeking to have their sentences commuted to life imprisonment under
the legislation then being considered, would be fewer because of the
division of murder cases into two categories. He said he thought that
the Minister of Justice and the Solicitor General should be able to make
recommendations to the Cabinet as to the disposition to be made
whether the convicted man should have his sentence of death commuted
to life imprisonment or not.
The Minister of Justice gave a clear outline of the developments
that had taken place in the United Kingdom, the United States, and in
Canada over the previous hundred years. He cited figures to show the
enormous change that had taken place since the reign of Henry VIII
who ruled for thirty-eight years (1509-47) during which 72,000 persons
were executed. In 1841, during Sir Robert Peel's second term as Prime
Minister of England, there were 200 offences for which the punishment
was death by hanging. Amongst them were picking pockets and
forgery. It has been said similar punishments existed in England's
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overseas possessions, even in Newfoundland, where to steal a sheep
would render the accused liable to be hanged.
Efforts began about the middle of the nineteenth century to
abolish capital punishment. Various commissions were set up to study
this question. Some members of Parliament in England worked steadily
to change the law. Finally, the Gowers Commission was appointed in
1949, and reported in 1953 after making a complete study of the ques-
tion. Their report included giving the jury power to recommend that a
lesser penalty than death might be given to a person convicted of
murder.
The British Government did not act until 1957 when the Homicide
Act was passed. By it, murder was divided into two classes, one for
which the convicted person would be sentenced to death and in the
other, receive life imprisonment.
As the members of the Gowers Commission spent four years at
their task, they were able to study the laws of the various nations and of
the states of the United States, and learn of the experiences in countries
in Europe and elsewhere where capital punishment had already been
abolished. Mr. Fulton's speech deservedly received much praise for its
clarity of reasoning. It received overwhelming support as everyone
found something to like in it. Obviously, it would reduce the number of
persons who would suffer the death penalty. At the same time it provid-
ed the death penalty for heinous crimes; as some speakers put it, the
'cold blooded' and 'foul' crime of premeditated murder. Those like
Harold Winch who favoured the complete abolition of capital punish-
ment, and who had taken a special interest in the subject for twenty-five
years, and Arthur Maloney, who was regarded as one of the most
:>utstanding criminal defence lawyers - both of these men who had a
great depth of knowledge regarded the Bill as a giant stride towards the
goal they wanted. Others, like Honourable Earl Rowe, P.C., a member
:>f the Bennett Government back in 1930-35, were glad that the Bill
jidn't abolish capital punishment altogether, but only for certain of-
fences. Only Mr. Caron from Hull cited various texts from the Old
festament as justification for retention of capital punishment for all
kinds of murder.
Second reading was passed by 139 to 21. Mr. Pearson did not vote.
He may have been absent from the House that day on other business.
::::.C.F. members voted for the Bill, but Ches Carter from New-
foundland voted against it as did twenty other Liberals, mostly French-
;peaking members from Quebec.
Mr. Winch commented:
"This is the first major step forward that has been taken in this country
towards the stage ofdecency in which the laws ofGovernment will be ap-
plied to protect society without the necessity of taking human life. "
<\rthur Maloney was enthusiastic about the Bill and said:
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"The administration of justice in Canada has been advanced by the
presentation of this Bill in a way that is a far-reaching stride. I want to
extend my congratulations to the Prime Minister [Mr. Diefenbaker], to
the Minister of Justice [Mr. Fulton] and to the Solicitor General [Mr.
Browne] because, after all, those are the members of the Government
primarily responsible for the subject matter ofthis Bill andfor the way in
which the matter has been brought before Parliament. The magnificent
speech today by the Minister ofJustice will go down in the history of this
country as one of the really important contributions to Parliamentary
debate in Canada. "
Arthur Maloney could not find a word adequate to describe the im
portance of the measure until Timothy Burke, a writer for the Ottaw,
Journal, suggested to him the expression 'a seven-league stride' whid
he accepted as what it was.
In the face of such high praise from a prominent and successfu
criminal lawyer, I cannot understand the attitude of the eighteer
French-speaking members from Quebec out of twenty-five Liberal:
from that province being so united in opposition to the measure.
The legislation seemed to have strong support from all parties. Mr
Pearson, the Leader of the Opposition, however, suggested that i
ought to be sent to a committee. Six college professors wanted us to d(
the same thing, and a prominent judge of the Ontario Court (a forme
Liberal) thought it was "too vague."
There were really too many members who had taken part in forme
debates on the same subject, and too many members who had taken al
interest in this problem as though it were a hobby, to make it necessar:
to send the Bill to a special committee. Besides, we had as a preceden
the report of the Gowers Commission to go by, and we also had thl
legislation prepared as a result of the British action under that report
The act passed in England was the Homicide Act of 1957. We used thi
as a guide in our work.
In the course of this debate I made some remarks of a genera
nature explaining the care and attention given to the consideration of al
cases that came to me for examination and study before being presentee
to the Cabinet for the final decision as to whether commutation shoule
be allowed or the sentence of death carried out. The Prime Minister, il
the course of his remarks, had dwelt upon the acute anxiety such a dul'
gave all members of the Cabinet. As their decision depended largel
upon the opinion of the Solicitor General, readers will appreciate th
responsibility that rested on his shoulders.
I made a study of the question as to whether or not the abolition 0
capital punishment had had the effect of increasing the number 0
murders in other countries; I also tried to trace the cases to their fina
disposition from the day the incidents occurred and were published il
the newspapers. I prepared a table relating to these cases which will b
found in Appendix G. As will be seen by reference thereto, this was
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problem because there had never been an organized system of collecting
statistics before 1960, but as a result of my endeavours a start was made
in having statistics kept properly and collated.
The Bill passed its third and final reading by a vote of 174 to 17.
Mr. Pearson did not vote again this time, although his colleagues
Messrs. Pickersgill, Chevrier and Martin did vote in favour of the third
reading; but as before, most of the 17 were the Liberal representatives
from Quebec.
MY LAST FEDERAL SESSION 1962
The Session which began on January 18th, 1962, was the fifth and
the last of the twenty-fourth Parliament. All the members of the House
of Commons, whether on the Government side or the Opposition,
would be careful to put their best foot forward as the Session came to a
close. However, the members of the Opposition seemed to be more in-
clined to criticize the Government for not permitting discussing of mat-
ters which they brought up, and the Government contended that the
Opposition were wrangling and bickering and raising false arguments.
We began early in 1962 to prepare for the election that had to take
place that year. On the 22nd of January it was announced that a one-
third increase in federal grants to Universities would be made. On the
following day it was announced that there would be an increase of ten
dollars monthly in Old Age Pensions, Old Age Assistance and pensions
for blindness and disability. On February 5th, the Prime Minister spoke
to a group of people constituting the National Advisory Council on
fitness and amateur sport, for which $5,000,000 was to be allotted. The
Prime Minister said:
"Never before has so large, experienced, and representative a body of
private citizens assembled under Federal Governmenl auspices 10 lay
plans for raising Ihe filness levels of Canadians. "
In Edmonton, Alberta, on February 24th, he spoke at greater
length on some of the accomplishments of our party. He was really
preaching to the converted because our party then held all seventeen
seats in that province. This was the annual meeting of the association
and he could feel at home. He pointed out that in the House of Com-
mons there were forty young men and women who, at the time of their
election in 1958, were young enough to be members of the Young Pro-
gressive Conservative Association of Canada. In addition to that,
besides those of English, Scottish, Irish and Welsh origin, we had in the
membership of the Conservative Party in the House thirteen other dif-
ferent racial groups. This was a tremendous thing in the development of
the potential of our country. He pointed out that the amendments made
to the Immigration Laws which equalize opportunities and remove
discrimination, also provide that the skill and ability of the applicant
337
shall be a major basis for the admission of immigrants into Canada.
This policy had made it possible for people of foreign origin who were
now in Canada to bring in relatives if they possessed the ability and skill
to make a living in this country. He pointed out that we had passed a
Bill of Rights, which the Opposition had said couldn't be done. From
the time of his re-election in 1958, he had striven to have a Trade Con-
ference between Britain and other members of the Commonwealth.
This was brought about and resulted in a vast increase in trade between
the various countries of the Commonwealth.
He took special pride in pointing out that, although Mr. Pickersgill
had set out some weeks before to ascertain the number of promises that
the Prime Minister had made on behalf of our party, Mr. Pickersgill
had since been called off. He had discovered, as Canadians as a whole
had discovered, the record of performance has been unequalled by any
party since Confederation.
Although our party had been under constant criticism, principally
from Messrs. Pearson, Pickersgill and Paul Martin, Mr. Pearson had
recently stated "things are getting better." The Prime Minister made a
comparison of conditions in Canada before we took office in 1957 and
those in 1961. In January, 1962, unemployment was 148,000 lower than
it was a year before, and this was the sixth month in a row in which
unemployment was below the level of the corresponding period of the
previous year. There were 452,000 more Canadians employed in
November 1961 than there had been five years earlier.
The gross national product, in the interval, had increased by 22 per
cent and our exports by 19 per cent. Personal income in 1961 was 30 per
cent higher than in 1956 and so was labour income. Industrial produc-
tion was 15 per cent higher. Consumer spending and personal savings
were each 30 per cent higher. Mr. Diefenbaker pointed to the develop-
ment that was taking place in the northland where over two thousand
miles of roads and several hundred miles of railway had been built. Ex-
ploration for oil and minerals had increased ten-fold, and exports of
coal, gas and oil were far higher than before. Dealing with agriculture,
Mr. Diefenbaker showed that not only was the quantity of wheat and
cattle exported higher, but the per unit price had risen too. The farmers
now had available cash advances on farm-stored grain - a thing the
Liberals had said was impossible - and farm credit loans were available
to young men and women who wished to stay on the farm, with interest
at only 5 per cent. As the Prime Minister in his visits to Western Canada
was able to point to many improvements of benefit to the farm popula-
tion as a result of the policies of our Government, he could also show
improvements in other parts of Canada.
First, of course, there were many great improvements of general
benefit such as the recent increase in the Old Age Pensions and similar
increases for those receiving Old Age Assistance, handicapped people
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md especially people afflicted with blindness. Because several of our
:abinet ministers were veterans of the wars, our Government was very
:oncerned with the problems of soldiers and war veterans. We had in-
:reased the pensions for those qualified and raised the war veterans'
lllowances. We had, in Newfoundland, erected a Veterans' Hospital
Nhich was to be of immense benefit to the sick and disabled veterans.
The Province of Newfoundland had, of course, benefitted very
nuch financially. For example, in 1957-58, the first year that we were in
)ffice when we were operating with estimates supplied by the Liberal
Jovernment prior to our election, the value of unconditional grants to
\Iewfoundland was $19,244,000. By 1961-62 this sum had increased to
;38,032,000, or almost 100 per cent. In 1957-58 the amount provided in
he Liberal budget for conditional grants was $6,004,000. In 1961-62 it
lad increased to $23,460,000 or nearly 300 per cent. It will be seen that
his financial treatment which Newfoundland received from the P.c.
Jovernment was far more beneficial to Newfoundland than the small
lmounts that were paid between 1949 and 1957.
After all the noise that Premier Smallwood had raised over Term
~9, the $8,000,000 grant awarded by the McNair Commission continued
o be paid to Newfoundland, as 1 always knew it would be paid, and is
;till being paid. 1 During the five years that 1 was a member of Cabinet,
'rom 1957 to 1962,1 was able to get more improvements in the nature of
)ublic works in Newfoundland than when 1 had been an ordinary
nember. As a cabinet minister who was from Newfoundland, 1 was
~lad to see things done in all parts of our Province. Thus, we were
'esponsible for the creation of the Terra Nova National Park which was
:onstructed under the supervision of officials from the Department of
\Iorthern Affairs.
Approximately fifteen hundred people had turned out on Satur-
lay, July 15th, 1961, for the official opening of Terra Nova National
:>ark in the eastern part of Newfoundland, near Bonavista Bay. The
:eremony was held at the park wharf in Newman Sound. People came
)y car and by boat from long distances for the event. It was a beautiful
;ummer's day and the scenery showed up to good advantage.
On the platform were Right Reverend J. M. O'Neil, Bishop of
Jrand Falls and Harbour Grace; Honourable Walter Dinsdale,
vlinister of Northern Affairs and National Resources in our Govern-
nent at Ottawa; Reverend L. A. D. Curtis, D.O., representing the
Jnited Church Conference; Premier J. R. Smallwood; Archdeacon
\lorman representing Right Reverend J. A. Meaden - the Anglican
3ishop of Newfoundland - Mr. Everett Oake, the superintendent of
he park, and myself as Chairman for the occasion. It was a happy
IAlihough it amounted 10 about 12 1/2 per cent of the grants 10 Newfoundland in 1'162. il now
lmOunlS to less than I per cent of the tOlal grants to Ihc province.
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Official opening of Terra Nova National Park, July 15th, 1961, by the Honourable
Walter Dinsdale
event. The wharf was elaborately decorated with Hags. The Sound wa:
full of boats.
Honourable Water Dinsdale praised the name of the park which
in his mind:
"will be so lasting for Canadians who will throng here in increasing
numbers to see Newfoundland's scenery at its finest. /t is expected to cost
$3,500,000 whilst the 25.8 miles offine paved highway through the park
will cost ten million dollars when it is finished. "
I read a message from Prime Minister Diefenbaker who said:
"/ hope that the Park will be a source of health and happiness for those
who use it."
Mr. Dinsdale then unfurled the Canadian ensign and declared the par~
officially open. The Royal Canadian Air Cadet 537 Gander Squadror
formed an honour guard for the event.
Some of us took advantage of Mr. Barnes' launch to enjoy a cruis(
around the waters of the Sound. Terra Nova National Park has prover
a great succeess and continues to attract thousands of visitors ever)
year. Since its opening it has improved in appearance and is most im·
pressive to all who drive along the splendid section of the Trans CanadG
Highway that runs through it.
The other major project undertaken in Newfoundland by th(
Diefenbaker government had been the harbour improvement in St.
John's, which required the removal of the decaying wharves and th{
construction of a streamlined concrete wharf stretching from th{
railway dock to the foot of Prescott Street. This was a public work 01
vast importance. I am proud that it was on my recommendation th{
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Vessels alongside finger wharves before 1960, St. John's Harbolll
Credit: Public Archives Canada
Aerial view of 51. John's Harbour showing finger wharves
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project was undertaken. It had given much needed employment tc
thousands of people for several years during its construction, and i
would be a permanent, handsome and useful addition to the harbour 0
St. John's. It was a bit ironic that the official opening took place afte
1962 when I had ceased to be a member of Parliament. I still remembe
looking at Messrs. Pickersgill and Smallwood sitting in the higher seat
looking at me with smiles on their faces. I believe I could imagine wha
they were thinking.
Another great benefit for Newfoundland had been the construc
tion of a ferry to run between Portugal Cove and Bell Island."This wa
one of the benefits conferred on Newfoundland by our Government. A
a cost of nearly $1,400,000 the ferry was built at the Ferguson Shipyan
at Pictou, Nova Scotia. It was buill 10 carry 24 motor vehicles and 351
passengers. It was modern in every respect and was scheduled to make;
round trip every hour if necessary.
I suggested the name of JOHN GUY after the Alderman of Bristol
England, who led an expedition in 1610, three hundred and fifty year
before, to found a colony at Cupids, Conception Bay. The name prov
ed generally acceptable. The ship was christened at Pictou on Tuesday
Mae at christening of the MV JOHN GUY
May 10th, 1960, by my wife Mae, who broke a bottle of champagne OJ
the ship's hull and as she said:
"God bless this ship the JOHN GU V and all who sail in her,"
The shipwrights knocked away the sticks holding the ship and she sli<
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gracefully down the slipway into the waters of the harbour to the ap-
plause of the assembled onlookers. The ship was to prove a very
popular and satisfactory product of the Ferguson Shipyard. Mae was
presented with a silver tray in honour of the occasion. We had quite a
family gathering as Marjorie and Arthur and some other members of
our family joined us.
When the M.V. KELLIGREWS was being launched at the Irving
dockyard at Saint John, New Brunswick, my wife was invited to do the
christening. This was a fine tug which was put in service for the federal
Department of Public Works in Newfoundland. Mr. K. C. Irving, the
owner of the dockyard, presented Mae with another silver tray. After
that we decided that we had received enough trays and said it would be
much appreciated if some less expensive token be given instead. At the
next ship's christening Mae received a vanity case; she was very pleased
with it as it was a very nice one.
MY JOHN GUYon the run between Portugal Cove and Bell Island
It was on Wednesday, August 24th, 1960, three months after its
christening, that the JOHN GUY was commissioned by the federal
Transport Minister, Honourable George Hees.
Premier Smallwood, in a rare good mood, welcomed the four hun-
dred ton ferry as a splendid step forward and said:
"Every Newfoundlander should be grateful to the federal government
for this ferry . ... The province should be grateful for everything it does
here. "
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He had praise for Jim McGrath, the member for St. John's East, and as
I had been responsible for getting the ferry, he even praised me for my
efforts. He added:
"[ guess you feel there must be something wrong with me today!"
It was a fine day. The ship's flags were flying and crowds were
assembled at both sides of the run, in Portugal Cove and at the dock on
Bell Island. George Hees cut the ribbon on Bell Island to let the cars off
and said:
"The Government is very proud of Newfoundland. We believe New-
foundland is a tremendously important part of Canada and we are going
to do everything possible to help the province. "
At a luncheon held in honour of the occasion that afternoon, the
Minister said the ferry was fulfilling a need brought to his attention by
Jim McGrath, the member for St. John's East. He drew loud applause
when he stated that the Government had no intention of raising freight
rates on the service. Amongst the guests were Dick Greene, M.H.A. for
Bell Island, V. J. Southey, General Manager of Dosco Wabana Mines,
several church dignitaries and representatives of various fraternal
organizations. George Hees used his time on Bell Island to good advan-
tage. An athletic man with a ruddy face, he exuded health. He visited
the Wabana Boys' Club, the "Trade Fair," and even went down into
one of the mine shafts to see for himself what a miner's work was like.
The ship was owned by the federal government and operated by the
Newfoundland Transportation Company. Later, ownership of that fine
ship was transferred to the Government of Newfoundland. This was
really the first modern ferry in the service between Portugal Cove and
Bell Island and it has continued to prove its value over the years.
During almost ten years that I spent as a member of Parliament I
had the privilege of having many marine installations built, and I could
say that I had done something in every settlement in my riding and had
provided aids of one sort or another to the many fishermen living there.
At St. Bride's, Placentia Bay, there was an open harbour but, never-
theless, the Public Works called for tenders for the construction of a
wharf there to make a safer harbour, and it proved to be very successful
but storms did considerable damage. However, the harbour that was
made was good enough to attract a fish plant, which was a great benefit
to the fishermen of that place. The harbour was so useful that the older
men who would not have fished out of the place in normal cir-
cumstances were able to go fishing. At Point Lance, where myoid
friend Nicholas Careen had praised the work of my father and grand-
father in 1923, I was able to have a solid concrete community stage
erected which proved most useful to the fishermen in that settlement.
At St. Shotts, whose dangerous shore had earned for it the unpleasant
record of being the graveyard of the North Atlantic, I was instrumental
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in getting a foghorn which was operated by a Mr. Hughes, whose gentle
wife had once worked in our home. This was a great benefit to the
fishermen and others travelling in ships along that section of our coast.
At Portugal Cove South where there was no harbour, we had a
beautiful community fishing stage erected for the use of the fishermen
Jf that settlement. It was a great credit to the builders and to the
Department to have erected such a fine structure.
It is true to say that the harbours used by the fishermen of New-
foundland had been greatly neglected for many years prior to Con-
federation. Even in the days of Responsible Government there was
never sufficient money in the Treasury to provide facilities comparable
to those supplied by the federal government in the first dozen years
lfter Confederation.
345

Chapter Twenty
Election Prospects - Premier's Activities - Party Divided
- Long Campaign - Nomination - Electricity and Politics
- Big Brother's Letter - Bogus Candidate - Blackmail of
Rotary - Service Vote Defeats Me - Jim McGrath Elected
- Irregularities - Back to my Law Office - Election
Annulled - Family News
Under the circumstances caused by the turmoil due to the loggers'
strike and Premier Smallwood's agitation over Term 29 that had occur-
red in Newfoundland in 1959, 1 approached this election with con-
siderable concern. To be without several of my principal supporters was
bad enough, but to have some of these former supporters actively work-
ing against me, an indication of the political upheaval that had taken
place since the last election, was a sign that couldn't be overlooked.
My Liberal opponent, who was a recent graduate in law from
Dalhousie University, bore the well-known name of Cashin. He would
have everything laid on for him by the Premier himself, who was in his
glory at election times, especially when he was not a candidate. He had
members of the government, other Liberal members of the House of
Assembly, their families and friends, join with the defectors from our
own party. I had been away most of the time during the past five years.
In 1962, we had no constituency offices as all members of Parliament
have now; we had no free passes on Air Canada and had to pay our way
like the members of the public. We did have passes on the railway, but
as it took four days to travel by train between St. John's and Ottawa, it
would take eight days for a round trip. This could only be regarded as a
waste of time.
The changes that had taken place in our small memberhsip of the
House of Assembly meant that our organization in St. John's was in
very bad shape. When my wife and 1 were living in St. John's prior to
1957, we met with our supporters and others, and we knew exactly how
things were going. As we were so long absent, we had rented our house,
and now we were lucky to obtain an apartment in Churchill Square,
hopefully only for the period of the campaign.
Although our government had done far more for Newfoundland,
and the other Atlantic Provinces as well, than the previous Liberal
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Government, our party in Newfoundland was exposed to the constant
attacks of the Premier. His power had been greatly increased by the
larger amounts of revenue accruing to the Government of New-
foundland directly and indirectly from funds expended by the govern-
ment at Ottawa. It was going to be a difficult campaign, bearing in
mind the manner in which the Premier of Newfoundland was pulling
out all the stops and making superhuman efforts to win again "seven
seats for the Liberals."
Some idea of the extent of the Premier's activities during an elec-
tion campaign may be gathered from this letter which he sent out to
many voters in St. John's West during the federal election of June,
1962:
"Confederation Building
St. John's
May 26, 1962
"Dear Sir:
To ensure Richard Cashin's election in Sf. John's West, it is necessary
to have full co-operation of all his SI. John's supporters.
I have selected you as one who can playa very important part in this
election. It will be necessary to give a limited amount ofyour time, byac-
ting as a poll captain in one of the divisions of St. John's West.
Your duties and responsibilities will befully outlined at a meeting to be
held at 7:30 p.m. Friday, June 1st, at Confederation Building, 8th floor.
If you are prepared to accept my invitation to undertake this impor-
tant work and will be attending this meeting, will you please telephone
8-9001, 8-9002, 8-9003, 8-9004, 8-9005 immediately, in any case not later
than 10:00 a.m. June 1st, 1962.
Yours sincerely,
J. R. Smallwood
Premier"
Here the Premier was using Government stationery, stenographers,
and his office in a provincial building to further the interests of a
Liberal candidate in a federal election. Many of the people receiving an
invitation such as this would be afraid to refuse to act. This was a form
of intimidation and was certainly a corrupt action.
This was the fifth federal election which 1 contested. Jim McGrath
and I had large majorities in the 1958 election; I had over 5,000 and Jim
had nearly 9,000. Because of the fact that in the provincial election of
1959 no Progressive Conservative was elected in my riding, my chances
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of re-election were reduced. Three members had been elected in Jim's
riding - one in Harbour Main, one on Bell Island and one in St. John's
East, so the prospect of Jim's being re-elected was good. We saw things
happen in this election that I'd never seen before. To have former Pro-
gressive Conservative members of the House of Assembly co-operating
with Premier Smallwood to defeat their former friends and colleagues,
was a tribute to the Premier's power of persuasion and a grave blow to
our chances. Thus, the election was not fought on its merits but prin-
cipally in an atmosphere of hostility that the Premier of Newfoundland
had engendered about Term 29, which he now resurrected for the pur-
pose of defeating the P.C. Government and all our candidates in the
federal election, just as he had tried to do provincially in 1959.
As I've already shown, our party had many positive achievements
to its credit. Personally, I'd also been responsible for many im-
provements in my riding outside the City of St. John's, so that I could
say that there had been some local benefit in almost every settlement.
On the negative side, there was animosity against our party, against Mr.
Diefenbaker, and against myself in particular, fostered by the Premier
of Newfoundland.
There were the usual preparations to be made. First there was the
problem of finding a headquarters, and the best we could find was at
the foot of Lime Street, not a good location. Charlie Bennett, a former
police constable, became my chief electoral agent. He was a nice, plea-
sant man, hard working, but always smiling and enthusiastic. While he
had no previous experience in organizing a political campaign, he made
a great effort to stem the tide which seemed to be running against us.
When I was nominated formally before Mr. Stoyles, the returning
officer, on May 31st, 1962, there were present my life-long friend Ott
Whiteway who had been at every nomination since 1949, and who had
been opposed to my going to Ottawa in 1957; Charlie Bennett, my
manager; Mrs. Mary Whitten, Ed Scurry, John Foran, Miss Margaret
Reid, John Halley and Hedley Munn. Some candidates often had a
much larger number present on nomination day. It is required by the
Election Act to have twenty-five electors nominate the candidate. These
should be a representative group of people from city and outports. If
they are not present in person their names should be published in a
newspaper account of the event. Actually I had about 63 people
nominate me; of these, 10 were ladies. Just over one-half were from St.
John's, and the remainder from the outport section of my riding.
There were radio speeches to be made and people to contact in all
parts of my riding, from St. John's to Come-By-Chance. There was
printing to be done. A form letter, telling who I was and my experience,
had to be drafted and printed and put into envelopes. I wrote the letter
and had facsimile copies made, and Mrs. Tommy Whitten very kindly
and efficiently looked after the group of ladies stuffing this letter into
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envelopes to be sent to the voters. Unfortunately, my wife Mae was not
well, and was not able to take as active a part in the campaign as she had
previously done. The campaign was a lengthy one, unlike those in 1949
and 1957, and it was tiring. It is hard to keep enthusiasm going for eight
weeks.
As the question of electricity played an important part in this elec-
tion, I should like to point out here that one of the most important
pieces of legislation passed by Parliament during our term of office was
the Atlantic Provinces Power Development Act (which I shall call
A.P.P.D. Act) of 1958. It was availed of immediately by the provinces
of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, where the governments agreed to
set up an electric grid. According to the late Arthur Johnson, who at the
time was Deputy Minister of Economic Development in New-
foundland, the arrangement was worth $60,000,000 to these two pro-
vinces.
Whilst Newfoundland doesn't have the fertile acres of Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick, we had far more available water power potential
than they had.
I had been a member of the House of Assembly back in 1954 when
the Premier for some strange reason waited until the eve of closing day
to introduce an important act to set up a Power Commission for the
province. This act was passed with the idea of starting a policy of get-
ting electricity into the homes of all the people of Newfoundland who
didn't yet have it, and in the shortest possible time.
The A.P.P.D. Act had been in effect for four years in 1962 but the
government of Newfoundland hadn't made use of it and except for the
efforts I had made in 1958 to have it brought to St. Vincent's, electricity
was still unavailable to large areas of the province. No one could have
predicted that electricity was going to play such an important part in the
federal elections in 1962 and in 1963. I suppose it's true to say that as
far as my riding of St. John's West was concerned, the Premier was able
to use our work, including my own part in it, to the advantage of the
Liberal candidate. Many people who now have electrically heated
homes and T.V. forget or do not know that twenty-five years ago those
living in some parts of my riding and many parts of Newfoundland were
using battery radios and kerosene lamps. Electricity was then
unavailable to at least a third of the population of Newfoundland.
In school we were always told that one-third of our island was
covered with water; however, its use for the production of electricity
only began at the end of the nineteenth century. When I was a boy, we
used kerosene oil lamps in our home. Some houses had gas stoves and
some schools had Bunsen burners in their chemistry labs, and our chur-
ches had gas lamps. Many streets had gas lights and I can remember
watching the gas lighter go around the streets lighting them. Instead of
using matches to light the candles in the Roman Catholic Cathedral in
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St. John's, altar boys would use a taper that they lit at a gas pilot light
at the rear of the high altar.
The first electricity in Newfoundland was generated with the use of
~team from coal at a plant on Flavin Street in St. John's. This plant was
:onstructed in 1885. It was operated for a time by Louis Williams and
John Halley. Afterwards Mr. Halley operated the first hydroelectric
plant in Newfoundland. It was built at Petty Harbour by the Reid New-
foundland Company about 1896. Mr. Williams later operated
hydroelectric plants at Victoria, Conception Bay, and at Heart's Con-
:ent in Trinity Bay. The Petty Harbour plant supplied electricity for the
people in St. John's, and also the power for operating our St. John's
,treet railway. It had three turbines, two of which were of German
<Tlanufacture and the other was made in England. Today it is owned by
:he Newfoundland Light and Power Company and is operating steadi-
y. Other large hydro plants were developed over the years: at Grand
Falls in 1905, and at Deer Lake in 1925, both for the paper mills and
learby towns. The thermal plant established at Holyrood supplies
Jower for St. John's and parts of the Avalon peninsula.
Electricity is certainly one of the greatest blessings of mankind. It is
~asy to understand, then, why most people who lived outside the range
Jf the supply of electricity were always anxious to get it. This will ex-
Jlain why Father George Badcock, the parish priest at St. Vincent's in
;;1. Mary's Bay, was so determined to impress upon me in 1958 the need
o get electricity brought to his area.
The sisters of the Presentation Order taught school at St.
Vincent's, and the pastor was naturally very desirous of having electrici-
y brought there for their purposes, although it would follow that it
Nould then be available to all the people of his parish, at St. Stephens
md Peter's River as well. From there it could easily be extended to St.
;hotts and to the settlements of Trepassey, Biscay Bay and Portugal
:ove.
All the communities through which it would pass on its way to St.
Vincent's would be supplied with electricity. When the Atlantic Pro-
linces Power Development Act was discussed in the House of Com-
nons, Alvin Hamilton, the Minister of Northern Affairs and Natural
~esources, didn't think that the act covered what he called "distribu-
ion" lines. The one to St. Vincent's was to run from the main source at
Nhitbourne down through St. Mary's Bay. So I went to see Mr. Diefen-
)aker and told him that Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Pickersgill in the Op-
)osition and some other Liberal members were in agreement that this
vasn't the sort of line envisaged by the legislation, and that he couldn't
19ree to have the line go to St. Vincent's. When I told the Prime
vIinister this he said:
"You go and tell Alvin Hamilton to provide for the line to go to St.
Vincent's. "
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It was done, to the absolute joy of the inhabitants as the lights went or
in all the houses and schools and churches and fish plants between Col
inet and Peter's River.
The people of St. Shotts rely on fishing as their chief means 0
livelihood, but also they raise some sheep. This settlement with abou
one hundred families is situated about eight or nine miles from Peter':
River and about fourteen miles from Trepassey. I was surprised to lean
during the election campaign of 1962, that a member of the provincia
government had arranged with Richard Cashin, the Liberal candidate
to tell the people of St. Shotts that if they would sign a petition and givi
it to him that he could go in and see the Premier, and Premie
Smallwood would then see that the Government would put electricit~
there.
This was all carefully arranged beforehand, and it seemed to m
that the electric poles were on the way to St. Shotts almost before th
Premier had time to see the petition. There was no problem about th
provincial government extending the line to St. Shotts because the cos
could be provided for under the Atlantic Provinces Power Developmen
Act, which could lend the funds to the Provincial Government and giv
it forty years to repay the amount with the lowest rate of interest thel
available. I'm quite sure that the people of St. Shotts were not told tha
the electricity had been brought to St. Vincent's and Peter's River as
result of my efforts and the intervention of Prime Minister Diefen
baker.
I remember distinctly visiting Trepassey on the eve of the electio!
in 1959 with one of our candidates, and I met Mr. Dickinson from th
Newfoundland Power Commission. As it was a Sunday, I said:
"What are you doing here today?"
He answered:
"Gh, we just had a meeting. We are going to start digging for the poles
tomorrow. "
That was a week before the provincial election in 1959. Th
Government of Newfoundland installed a set of three diesel engines tl
supply Trepassey, Biscay Bay and Portugal Cove with electricity. It cos
the Newfoundland government $175,000 to set up that plant, althougl
they could have obtained a long-term, low interest loan from the federa
government; they could also have had hydroelectricity from Peter'
River at that time.
In June, 1962, the diesel plant was taken out and hydroelectricit
brought from Peter's River by the extension of the electric pole lines
The diesel hadn't worked. People from the area often told me tha
the diesel system established in Trepassey had been unsatisfactory as th
lights would sometimes be on in Trepassey and off in Biscay Bay 0
Portugal Cove, or vice versa.
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Back in 1958 I had introduced Premier Smallwood to Alvin
Hamilton, the Minister of Northern Affairs and Natural Resources, in
his office in the House of Commons. The Premier was much impressed
by Mr. Hamilton's idea of a nation-wide electric grid. He took advan-
tage of it when we had the electricity brought down to Peter's River. In
1962 the Premier wrote the Minister and asked for financial aid to bring
the electricity from Peter's River on to Trepassey and Portugal Cove. I
had received copies of the correspondence and I was consulted as I was
the federal member for the riding of St. John's West, and I said:
"Sure, by all means give the Government of Newfoundland the
necessary funds and assistance to bring electricity to Trepassey and Por-
tugal Cove. "
What happened? Was advantage taken of this agreement? Did the
Premier accept the financial assistance? No. What did he do? On June
14th, 1962, he sent this letter from St. John's by courier by motor car,
to be distributed to all the households in the Trepassey area. The letters
had to be delivered to everyone before June 18th, election day!
"Dear Friends:
Mr. Richard Cashin was given authority by me a week ago to tell the
people in or near Trepassey that the Government of Newfoundland will
do away with the present electric system and put in its place water power
electricity to be brought in from outside.
I gave him authority to explain to the people of Trepassey that this
would cost the Newfoundland Government around sixty thousand
dollars. I also requested Mr. Cashin to inform Trepassey that the New-
foundland Government was going to do this on its own without any con-
nection with Ottawa or the Federal Government.
I am now informed that a story is being spread around Trepassey this
change is being given Trepassey by the Tories.
I am writing this letter to inform you the Tories have nothing to do
with it, the Tory Government in Ottawa has nothing to do with it; Mr.
Browne has nothing to do with it; it is the Liberal Government of New-
foundland and no one else. I hope you will believe me and I shall be wat-
ching and waiting to see if you believe me or think I am a liar.
Yours sincerely,
Joseph R. Smallwood
Premier"
This was a subtler way of intimidating the voters than he used in 1949.
He was now the 'Big Brother' watching to see how the people voted.
The people of Trepassey had learned about the electricity which
had been brought to Peter's River through the arrangement made with
the federal Department of Northern Affairs by the Premier of New-
foundland, and they asked me:
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"Can we link up with the electric system brought from Whitbourne to
Peter's River?"
I said:
"All that is sellled. I have correspondence here and a memorandum con-
cerning this matter. "
Honourable Myles Murray, M.H.A. for Ferryland district, and a
member of the Newfoundland Government, was anxious to know what
the outcome was of the provincial application. I read to Mr. Murray a
copy of the reply which Alvin Hamilton had written to the Premier of
Newfoundland. Mr. Murray said that he hadn't received it, so I gave
him a copy of the letter and he was delighted - as I was - to know that
this section from Peter's River to Trepassey would be supplied with
hydroelectricity.
Apparently the Premier was far from delighted. Such an arrange-
ment would give too much credit to me and I might be elected on ac-
count of it. So he decided to abandon that project and get the sixty
thousand dollars necessary somewhere else.
The Premier was more anxious to defeat me than to help the people
of the Southern Shore, and he felt that it was worth his while to break
an arrangement he had already made with the Minister of Northern Af-
fairs so he could get some votes for the federal Liberal candidate.
Shortly before election day on June 8th, there was an extensive ar-
ticle in a St. John's newspaper about Cappahayden, a small settlement
in the Ferryland district. This article dealt with the absence of electricity
in the settlement and had a large picture showing five or six children sit-
ting around a table doing their homework by the light of a kerosene oil
lamp. As the election was held in June, at the time of the year when
daylight lasts longest, this picture would appear to have been especially
arranged for the occasion. A lady of the settlement was quoted as hav-
ing said:
"Mr. Browne passed through the selllement without stopping but
Richard Cashin went to the village store where he stayed for a few
minutes. The people had been promised electricity by all the candidates,
provincial and federal, but the electricity hadn't come yet, so the people
decided not to vote at all in this election. "
It will be seen that the Liberals must have voted, but most of the P.c.
supporters did not vote, for I received only two votes to my opponent's
20, out of 40 registered voters.
It is obvious that the provincial government could have brought
the lights to Cappahayden, which was closer to the large settlement of
Renews than St. Shotts was from Peter's River. Thus it was entirely the
responsibility of the provincial government, of which honourable Myles
Murray - the member for the Ferryland district - was a minister, that
Cappahayden had not as yet received electricity.
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It is doubtful if electricity would have been distributed in New-
foundland to the extent it now is if we hadn't brought in the Atlantic
Provinces Power Development Act in the late fifties. No other province
las, in proportion to its population, a greater number of houses which
lot only use electricity for light but use it for heat as well.
Less than a month after the election of June 18th, 1962, the
Premier wrote to Alvin Hamilton to ask for financial assistance - this
:ime for the amount of $12,000 to bring the lights four miles from
Renews to Cappahayden. This could have been done by the Premier
my time after 1958, but he was probably "watching and waiting" to see
lOW the people voted in Cappahayden, and when he found that I had
)nly received two out of twenty-two votes he could afford to be
~enerous and bring the electricity.
His request was approved immediately. But in April, 1963, ten
110nths after the election of 1962 and nine months after the loan was
lpproved, the lights had not yet been brought to Cappahayden! No
)ther Premier in Newfoundland or Canada had gone to such an extent
:0 defeat a candidate who had been so helpful to his constituents.
A curious and unusual thing happened in my riding during this
~Iection and I don't know who was responsible for it, but a young man,
William Joseph Bowe of the Goulds was supposed to be nominated as a
~ocial Credit candidate. If he had been eligible the ballot would have
looked like this:
BOWE, William Joseph
The Goulds
Farmer
BROWNE, William Joseph
St. John's
Barrister
CASHIN, Richard
St. John's
Barrister
ROSS, Stanley
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Our supporters felt that some people would be misled or at least uncer-
tain over the similarity of the first two names on the ballot.
Fortunately, we received information that Mr. Bowe was not yet
twenty-one years of age. Jim Greene, the leader of the Opposition in the
House of Assembly, obtained the birth certificate of the prospective
candidate and discovered that his second name wasn't Joseph, but
Jerome. This variation seemed to confirm our suspicion that the inten-
tion was to take votes away from me. He wasn't allowed to run.
In., the course of the campaign we had two visits from Prime
Minister Diefenbaker, and a two-day visit from Honourable Donald
Fleming, the Minister of Finance. The Prime Minister spoke to full
houses of enthusiastic supporters in 5t. John's on each occasion. He
also visited Windsor, Deer Lake and Corner Brook.
Mr. Fleming attended a meeting for Jim McGrath at Topsail,
twelve miles from St. John's on June 6th, the night he arrived. In the
course of this meeting, he made reference to the libellous attacks made
upon me in the EVENING TELEGRAM by Premier Smallwood, who
represented me as a friend of Castro and Mao-Tse Tung; a friend of the
Communists.· This was because the government of Canada was doing
business with the governments of Cuba and mainland China. There was
a sale of cattle to Cuba and an extra large sale of wheat to China, and I
was a member of the government that made the sale.
Mr. Fleming pointed out that, on the contrary:
"Bill Browne was recognized in Ottawa as a strong opponent of the
Communists and a long-time admirer ofChiang Kai-chek, now the presi-
dent of the Republic of China in Taiwan."
Mr. Fleming also commented on the unfairness of making libelous
statements merely because there was trade between Canada and Com-
munist countries. He said that all the countries of NATO were doing
business with Communist countries, and it was very unfair and in-
vidious to pick out Mr. Browne as being a friend of the Communists
because Canada was trading with Communist countries.
In 1962 employment was up in Canada and unemployment, which
had been 7.1 per cent the previous year, had dropped to 5.9 per cent.
The pegging of the dollar which had just been announced also had a
beneficial effect on Canada's trade. As we are large exporters of pulp
and paper, iron ore, lumber, fishery and agricultural products, these
goods are paid for in U.S. funds, which give the exporters a premium of
7 1/2 per cent Canadian dollars.
The month before the election the federal government had to lower
the value of the dollar to the price of 92 1/2 cents. This was due to in-
vestors taking their money out of Canada to invest in American
'See Appendix F for an example of Mr. Smallwood's attitude toward the Communist leaders.
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securities. The decline of the dollar started early in 1962, but by May
2nd, it was stopped by the pegging of the dollar. However, the
withdrawal continued and Canada had to borrow money from the In-
ternational Monetary Fund and foreign bankers. There was a similar
problem in July, 1963, and another in December, 1965, both under the
government of Mr. Pearson. The people of Canada in 1962 were entitl-
ed to know what this devaluation meant and why it happened. Certain-
ly, the businessmen who made up the majority of the membership of
the St. John's Rotary Club should have been able to hear the Minister
of Finance tell what it meant.
Mr. Fleming was scheduled to speak at the regular Rotary lun-
cheon meeting on June 7th at the Hotel Newfoundland. His discourse
was to be on the policy recently adopted by the Government on "pegg-
ing the dollar" at 92.5 cents.
As usual a large number of businessmen, lawyers and their friends
attended to hear the Minister of Finance give an account of the sudden
decision of the government and the effect it would have on our trade.
Mr. Fleming sat at the head table to the right of the President. When
the luncheon was finished and the president was about to introduce the
speaker, one of the members was suddenly seen rushing to the
president's side and saying something to him which caused him to ex-
cuse himself and leave the dining room. He was gone about six or seven
minutes. When he returned he called his officers and Mr. Fleming to his
side. He said:
"A crisis has arisen. The Premier is in another room and apparently
shaking with rage. He told me that if the Tory Finance Minister speaks,
he would regard the Rotary Club as a political organization and would
withdraw the invitation that he had sent us jor a reception and banquet,
and treat tHe club as a political group. "
Somewhat bewildered by this unexpected action, Mr. Fleming
stated it was a matter for the Rotarians to decide. He said however:
"Ij you like, you may withdraw the invitation you gave me and allow me
to speak on another subject. "
At this moment, a letter was delivered to the president; and then
two other officers went out to speak to the Premier. They came back
and stated that the Premier said:
.... if Mr. Fleming even atlempts to get to hisjeet, the Premier's and
the Government's invitations will be withdrawn."
Afterwards, Mr. Fleming said the subject had been chosen by the
club, but he was willing to speak on something entirely different if it
would save the club from embarrassment. It was no good; he mustn't
speak, not even be called upon to speak. I remember that there was a
motto, which is still there, I presume, over the entrance to Victoria Col-
lege in Queen's Park, Toronto. That was the college from which Lester
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Honourable Don A. Fleming,
Minister or Finance
Pearson graduated in 1919. The saying read, "The truth shall make yOl
free." I am sure that these words were well known to Premiel
Smallwood. If he had believed in that scriptural statement he would
have asked to be invited to sit at the head table and hear the Minister 01
Finance speak, and he might have learned the truth about the pegging
of the dollar. Instead, he decided to blackmail the club. His conduct
was widely condemned by newspapers right across the nation. When I
heard of it, it seemed to me to be similar to his behaviour in 1949. Look·
ing back at it now, it seems worse than ever.
If a Premier will threaten in this fashion a long established club of
prominent professionals and businessmen with a record of important
charitable benefactions to the community to their credit, how would he
treat his political opponents? His action provoked many letters to the
editor in our two daily newspapers.
A day or so after the Rotarian luncheon, the president of the club
issued a statement as follows:
"The Rotary Club greatly regrets (he events on Thursday. Premier
Smallwood felt that the devalua(ion of the Canadian dollar on which Mr.
Fleming was to speak was a political subject and he objected to a Club
which, in his opinion, would become partisan by inviting a political
figure to speak on a political subjec( in the midst of an election. "
He then quoted the Premier's letter:
"Dear Sir:
As the Rotary Club, by permitting a politician in the midst of an elec-
tion to speak on a poli(ical subject, became a partisan body, I have to in-
form you that the invitation (0 a group of Rotarians to be the guests of
the Government at a dinner nex( week is hereby withdrawn.
J. R. Smallwood'
358
"In aI/the circumstances the Directors of the Club have deemed it best to
sponsor the reception and dinner on Wednesday next and to act as host
to the visiting Rotarians.
"As previously arranged, the Premier of Newfoundland wil/ address the
gathering and extend a welcome to the visiting delegates.
(Signed) Ernest C. MacDonald
President of the Rotary Club of
St. John's, Nfld. "
It will be seen that Mr. Smallwood's methods were effective in
preventing the federal Minister of Finance from speaking to the
Rotarians. However, what was more serious was to observe that the
Rotarians not only did his bidding on that occasion, instead of treating
his violent interference of their deliberations with the scorn it deserved,
but invited Mr. Smallwood to address their convention a few days later.
This is a glaring example of the type of Premier we had in New-
foundland. He was then at the height of his power. He was without in-
hibitions. He was a person with an inferiority complex.
"Man proud Man
Drest in a 1i((le brief authority,
Most ignorant of what he's most assur'd,
His glassy essence, like an angry ape,
Plays such fantastic tricks before high heaven
As make the angels weep. "
Measure for Measure, Act II
Unfortunately his period in office was not brief, and our province
was to suffer with him for another eight years. Being the guest speaker
at the Rotarian Convention was a triumphant victory for the Premier
and urged him on to greater heights. This episode was not the
Rotarians' "finest hour."
It was natural that the leader of the Liberal Party should visit New-
foundland during the campaign. Premier Smallwood took Mr. Pearson
for a tour of the streets in Corner Brook. He introduced the Liberal
leader to everybody they met. Afterwards he said that they shook a
thousand hands!
J. R. Smallwood spoke about Mr. Pearson's great qualities as a
diplomat:
... he would make a beller Prime Minister than the man who had
spent his time in the Courts defending burglars, murderers, slaughterers,
and embezzlers. "
This is a statement that cannot bear analysis. It shows a lack of ap-
preciation for the intelligence of his listeners.
Nowadays, the Government appoints a lawyer for 'people who
can't afford to hire one, through the institution known as "Legal Aid."
In fact, as long as I can remember, in serious cases where the accused
had no money, the government or the court used to appoint a lawyer. I
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remember a celebrated case when both L. E. Emerson, afterwards Chiel
Justice, and H. A. Winter, afterwards a judge of the Supreme Court,
were appointed jointly to defend a man charged with murder.
Premier Smallwood implied by his statement that it was 2
dishonourable thing for a lawyer to defend a person charged with (l
serious crime almost as much as to have us infer that there was a sort 01
conspiracy to defeat justice. On the contrary, the object of the lawyeI
defending a person charged with a criminal offence is to see that no in·
justice is done his client. The most serious crimes are usually tried with (l
judge and jury, so that if a man were denied counsel, such a trial would
be a mockery of justice. The Premier, who had read so much, kne\\
these things when he made that offensive remark about Mr. Diefen·
baker. He made the statement to hurt the Prime Minister once again.
He was displaying a great ignorance of the meaning of law and justice.
No doubt some of his best friends had a different opinion about the
value of an experienced criminal lawyer. Besides, under our law a per·
son charged with a criminal offence is considered innocent until proven
guilty.
An article in the EVENING TELEGRAM pointed out some of the
accomplishments of the government under John Diefenbaker and men-
tioned the supply of a very efficient' ferry service for the Bell Island·
Portugal Cove run, the provision for a greater distribution of electric
power, the Signal Hill National Park and the Veterans' special wing at
the General Hospital. Our Government, when I come to look at it, had
a tremendous record of accomplishments, both in construction and in
the improvement of the social welfare of the people.
The paper could have spoken of many other things that we did for
the people of the province: the increase of payments of Old Age Pen-
sions, the introduction of medical care, the development of the magnifi-
cent Terra Nova Park, the construction of the St. John's Harbour im-
provements, the wharves and harbours and stages in various com-
munities, and the program of aid to shipbuilding. This latter was one of
the most important policies of the government of John Diefenbaker. It
was introduced by Honourable Leon Balcer, Minister of Transport, on
Friday, May 12th, 1961. The Minister said that the policy would enable
Canadian ship operators to have tbeir ships built in Canadian
shipyards, at reasonable and competitive prices. Similar assistance
would also enable the Canadian fishing industry to modernize its fleet
and have their ships built in Canada. This policy was intended to pro-
tect Canadian ships in the Great Lakes trade from unfair competition
from foreign vessels with Commonwealth registry. The policy involved
the subsidy of 35 per cent of the cost of building ordinary steel vessels
for trade, but it would amount to 50 per cent in the case of steel fishing
vessels. In the case of wooden fishing vessels the present subsidy of one
hundred and sixty five dollars per ton would be increased to two hun-
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dred and fifty dollars per ton. These vessels had to be over 45 feet long
to be eligible for the increased bounty. The owners of ships operating
on the Great Lakes were complaining about foreign vessels which,
because of the deepening of the St. Lawrence Seaway, were now able to
enter the Great Lakes and compete with Canadian shipping. The
Government intended to take steps to confine such traffic to ships of
Canadian registry. This was a policy of immense benefit to Canada
generally, and to Newfoundland in particular, and still receives the
praise of those concerned.
Only,on July 20th, 1982, I heard on T.V. a captain of one of the
giant wheat-carrying ships on the Great Lakes praising that policy in-
troduced by the Government of Canada under John Diefenbaker over
twenty years before.
For some strange reasons our Government's accomplishments
never received the credit they deserved. We must have lacked the right
sort of publicity. We received a good deal of bad publicity from the
Premier of Newfoundland and there is no doubt that his extreme ut-
terances, his gross exaggerations, and his condemning his opponents as
traitors, did our party injury everywhere.
In spite of all our accomplishments, in spite of all our meetings and
broadcasts and efforts to convince the people of the advantages of elec-
ting our party instead of the Liberals, we were defeated. We suffered a
crushing defeat. Although we still had the largest number of seats in the
House of Commons, we had really suffered a tremendous setback.
Whereas we had a total of 208 seats in 1958, in this election we retained
only 116! We lost heavily everywhere, except in Saskatchewan, the
Prime Minister's province, in the Yukon and in Prince Edward Island.2
In Newfoundland we won only one seat, as I expected - Jim McGrath
was elected in St. John's East.
On election night when Mr. Stoyles, the returning officer, had
counted all the ballots, I had received 12,524 votes and my opponent,
Richard Cashin, had received 12,339, giving me a majority of 185. He
and his wife were there at the time and I said to him:
"It isn't over yet because the service vote has to come in and that's
generally unfavourable to our party. "
I was right, because I only received 102 service votes and Richard
Cashin received 31 I, giving him a total of 12,650 to my 12,626 or a ma-
jority of 24 votes.
I went back to Ottawa and attended a meeting of the Government
at the house of the Prime Minister, who was suffering from a leg injury.
At the end of the meeting the Prime Minister, who had just been in-
formed of the results of the service votes, called me to his side and said:
zSeeAppendix G for a comparison of the eleclion resuhs belween 1957 and 1965.
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"I am very sorry that the service vote has wiped out your lead on election
night. "
I came back to St. John's. I wasn't here very long before I received
a night letter from the Prime Minister reading:
"FOUND ONE BLACK STETSON HA T IN MY HALL CUPBOARD
WITH THE INITIALS W.J.B. AM SENDING IT TO YOu.
JOHN G. DIEFENBAKER"
This was of course my hat which I left in the hall. When I went to ex-
amine the hat that I wore coming home, I found the initials J.G.D. on
the head band inside. I'd worn the Prime Minister's hat without know-
ing it! I returned it to him in the same box in which he had sent mine to
me. It had fitted me well!
Three other cabinet ministers besides myself were defeated, as was
our Speaker. The Honourable Roland Michener, "Rollie" as he was af-
fectionately known, was, like me, defeated by a narrow margin of only
42, in his riding of St. Paul's in Toronto. He had been a fair and pru-
•
Prime Minister greeted at the airport by members of the P.c. Students Federation.
To the right of Mr. Diefenbaker is Mr. James Greene. M.H.A. and Leader of the
Opposition.
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dent Speaker and was held in the highest esteem by all. His innate talenl
and great good humor carried him to greater heights. He succeedec
Chester Ronning in 1964 as High Commissioner to India where he spenl
three years. He was then appointed Governor-General of Canada, th(
highest position in the land. He served in that post from 1967-1974.
Although we had both been at Oxford during the years 1920-1922, J
didn't know him there. Mrs. Michener wrote us from Quebec when
they were staying that summer, studying and speaking French at th(
University of Laval. Her letter contained an expression of their sincen
sympathy. They were philosophical about the results of the election.
and despite their unexpected loss they enjoyed their stay at a chalet on
the St. Lawrence. Mrs. Michener is a clever woman in her own right.
She had many honourary degrees and is the author of a book on Jac-
ques Maritain, the famous French philosopher.
ELECTION ANNULLED
A few days after the election, when the official count was bein!
held in the office of the returning officer Mr. Stoyles, I asked to see th(
packages in which the service votes had been received. This took plac(
in the presence of Mr. Cashin and his lawyer, Mr. Philip Lewis, Q.c..
and my own lawyer. The first package I received was from a lad)
member of the forces from Comfort Cove in Mr. Pickersgill's riding. ]
went through the lot and I turned up, just in that casual manner, twent)
five or thirty names of people who didn't reside in St. John's West, anc
therefore were not entitled to record their votes in this constituency. 1
then had a recount which showed a lot of peCUliarities. Some of th(
votes counted in my riding were by voters who belonged to Mr.
Pickersgill's riding and some from Sr. John's East. There was one then
from Burin-Burgeo that I recall. We found altogether many more ser-
vice people voting in the wrong riding. The law is that if there are mon
than 24 found, as in my case, then the election should be annulled, so I
took a petition in the Supreme Court of Newfoundland to have the elec-
tion annulled. In due course, four months later, in October, it was an-
nounced by the two judges who heard the case, Chief Justice Furlong
and Judge Winter, that the election should be annulled.
Judge Winter was not satisfied merely to have the election declared
void, on which both judges were fully in accord. He said:
"This is in several respects an extraordinary petition, and some of its im-
plications so far transcend in importance the mere determination of the
validity of this particular election thaI I should account myself neglectful
of my duty if I did not draw attention to it. "
He reasoned:
"The time, effort and money spent upon this election may fairly be said
to have been wasted."
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He expressed his sympathy to the candidates, to the voters of St.
John's West, and to Parliament at Ottawa because a seat had become
tacant which should not have. It was "regrettable - deplorable - and
nexcusable. "
His Lordship then proceeded to examine what had happened at
~reat length, and suggested that the procedure was archaic, as there was
10 need to have
".... the voting conducted in its present complicated manner in this
modern age of airmail, but it should be conducted like other voting and
all the ballots counted together. "
Judge Winter was reputed to have a very analytical mind but it was very
joubtful if one of his suggestions could ever receive support from
myone - "to get the 34 voters to vote again." Since they didn't belong
o my district, it didn't matter what their votes were. They wouldn't be
~ntitled to vote there. He went further to suggest that each voter might
Je asked how he voted. That was impracticable.
He even considered recounting all the service votes but at last,
'eluctantly, he made the decision to declare the election void. Mr. P. J.
Lewis, Q.c., acted for the respondent throughout the proceedings.
FAMILY
My wife, Mae, had returned to Ottawa with me after the election,
Jut as I had to return to St. John's to be present for the recount, she
;tayed on in Ottawa for a while to look after the house and other things.
'laturally she was terribly disappointed by the defeat. As our house in
St. John's was still rented, I continued to stay at the Churchill Square
lpartment where Mae soon joined me.
As soon as I went back to my law practice, some of my former
::::hinese clients and others began to drift back to me. I was at the same
ime preparing the petition to submit to the Supreme Court.
There was another feature which resulted from my forced
Nithdrawal from the very demanding lifestyle of a federal politician. It
~ave me more time to carryon correspondence with the other members
)f my family. Father Billy was in Rome. He had been there for a year
md still had another year to go in Europe before he would get his Doc-
:orate in Liturgy.
We exchanged very interesting letters. I kept him up to date about
:he political situation in Newfoundland and Canada. He kept me advis-
~d of his movements during that exciting period that he spent in Rome
Nhen Pope John XXIII opened the Vatican II Council of the Higher
Ecclesiastics from all around the world, who would spend two or three
years deliberating on various problems of the church.
Father Billy, in the course of his studies in Europe, worked in
Rome, Germany, Holland, France and Spain. It was interesting to learn
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of the people he met and of their work. For example, he met the man
who translated Graham Greene's novels into Dutch. The Dutchman did
ten of them and then got tired of them because the author was so
pessimistic. In Amsterdam Father Billy saw the house where Ann Frank
had been kept in secret from the Germans, and he read the fascinating
diary of her life in her confined surroundings.
Edward was in Europe too during the summer and Father Billy
contacted him by phone and was able to spend a day and a half with
him. He also saw Michele, Peter's wife, when she and their three
children were visiting her family in Paris. He found all the people he
met very kind, and in his travels he was fortunate to meet people who
were authorities on the history as well as the geography of the places
where he stayed. Eventually he obtained his degree and was told by his
Superior in Toronto that he should take a couple of weeks' holiday
before returning to work at Regis College there.
He came to Newfoundland via London and spent a fortnight with
us before going back to Toronto. It was at this time that he made his
final vows and was listed as one of the Fathers of the Jesuit Foundation
in Canada.
My daughter Marjorie Leahey in Halifax was quite ill that year and
had to go into hospital for an operation, leaving her husband and eight
children behind. As the oldest was only thirteen, Art's brother Bill and
his sister-in-law took the three youngest, and Arthur got along very well
with the five older ones. Arthur and his brother were very close and the
latter was a silent partner in Arthur's business, which was now thriving.
Peter was teaching music at Bartram School in Jacksonville. At the
same time he was giving some concerts and was in charge of the choir at
Christ the King Church. I was surprised to learn from Father Billy that
he hadn't seen a piano at the places where he stayed in Europe. From
Peter's experiences, too, I gather the impression that there are very few
places where music is being taught and practiced and enjoyed to the
same extent that it is in Newfoundland.
I asked the CBC if they would be interested in getting some of the
records of Peter's piano playing. They had played some of his music
before and wanted to have some more of them. During that summer
Peter recorded four of a series of six piano programs to send to the
CBC. Unfortunately the studio where the recordings were being made
and processed went out of business overnight. When he returned to
continue the series, he found that the piano, recording equipment and
already recorded tapes had vanished without a trace!
We had attended a beautiful concert given by a Newfoundland
singer, Roma Butler. She had trained at the Royal Conservatory of
Toronto at the same time that Peter was studying there. She was
brought here by the Kiwanis Club, and Doug Osmond, a prominent
pianist, was the accompanist at the concert at Holy Heart Academy
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Auditorium.
Peter had left the residence provided in the school grounds and
bought a house in Jacksonville. We asked for a photo and some
description of his new acquisition. Everyone likes to have a home of his
own. Peter and Michele now had four daughters. The two youngest,
Dominique and Franc;oise, had been born since the family had moved
to Jacksonville. Peter was fortunate in buying a house when the interest
rates were at an all-time low - 5 1/4 per cent. He was also given a long
term in which to pay the balance of the purchase price. Loans were
easier to obtain in the U.S.A. than here in St. John's, where interest
rates on mortgages rarely went below 7 per cent, even when interest paid
by banks to their depositors were sometimes lower than 3 per cent.
He found that in Florida, perhaps because of the climate, recrea-
tion is very much oriented towards outdoor activities: tennis, swimm-
ing, boating, fishing and golf. On the other hand the school where Peter
taught, a preparatory school for girls, was remarkable in that all
through the program (grades 7 through 12) all the students had a period
of physical education every day, music (singing) three times a week, and
art for at least two years. Apart from the broad education this gave the
students, it had the advantage of allowing those students who were
sometimes less gifted academically to shine in sports, music or art.
After spending some time in Parrsboro, Margot and her husband
Lewis had moved to Truro. Now they were living in the town of Rich-
mond, Ontario, which was about eighteen miles southwest of Ottawa.
They now had a little son, Carson Owen Ryan, who was born on
December 13th, 1961. Carson showed early signs that he was going to
be a clever boy. When he was only one year old they visited our home
for Christmas. In addition to our Christmas tree I had built a little crib
which I still use at Christmas. Carson could walk. I can remember say-
ing to him, "Come, come in and kiss the Holy Jesus in the crib."
Without any hesitation he went into the den and picked up the little
statue of the Divine Infant and reverently kissed it.
Madeleine was getting acclimatized to living in the United States.
She and John were able to make many good friends in their parish, and
the older children were doing well in school. We were able to get down
to see them sometimes, but not as often as we would have liked.
During the election campaign I'd gone to Fredericton, New
Brunswick, where Edward received his degree of Bachelor of Physical
Education from the University of New Brunswick. He received a gold
ring for athletic distinction. I remember also meeting Senator Forsey
who was the guest speaker on the occasion. Edward was very happy to
have received his degree. He also had spent three pleasant years there
and had made many lifelong friends.
Edward was still spending his summers working with the Royal
Canadian Air Force in Germany and France. He was in No.2 Wing and
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his duties were to teach physical education to the children of th(
airmen, especially swimming. He also taught the same to flight cadets
One year in France a plane crashed quite near him. It carried nc
passengers, but the pilot was a friend of his. Fortunately the pilot wa~
able to bailout and was O.K.
He and his friends - and he had many friends - would trave
through various countries in Europe during the free weekends. Ht
developed an interest in European soccer during this time. He studiec
the sport and watched as many games as he could.
Edward was fortunate after he graduated in getting a position or
the teaching staff of Memorial University. Although he was involved ir
all aspects of physical education, it began to become evident tha
basketball was his preferred sport. With his training and experience hi
Author congratulating Ed at his graduation
was able to build up many fine teams over the years. He also worke,
hard to develop an interest in the sport in Newfoundland. Ed felt, quit
rightly, that not enough was being done for the physical education 0
children in the schools. Working to improve this situation would be on
of his lifelong goals.
Ed stayed at my house on Rennie's Mill Road much of the time h
was in St. John's. One year my Chinese friend, Higgin Jin, was stayin
there with me too. While I was in Ottawa he stayed with Edward, an
they got along in great style. As Higgin Jin was a qualified cook, I thin
that he must have done some of the cooking for Edward. Edward als
looked after my houses on Gilbert Street and Casey Street, seeing the:
the carpenters made the necessary repairs. From time to time he woul
also have emergency calls from the tenant of his own house on Carpe:
sian Road, if there was a leak during a rain storm or other problems. A
anyone who has ever had rental property knows well, Murphy's Law -
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"If anything can go wrong, it will" - is applicable in this area. This
was a new thing for Edward. He thought that we should sell the houses
and keep the land. I did sell four of the houses but I didn't keep the
land, as the land usually goes with the house.
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Chapter Twenty-One
Another Fisheries Commission - Urgent Election - Dalton
Camp Here - Candidate for St. John's East Extern - Pink
Slips - P.c.s Win Seven Seats - Atlantic Provinces Adjust-
ment Grants - Hospital Insurance - Supplementary Supply
- House of Assembly - Speech on Social Benefits -
Federal Election - Premier's Bribery and Corruption -
Hard Campaign - Pearson's Minority Government
Lewisporte - More Mills
After the federal election was over the Premier took a restful holi-
day. He returned refreshed and apparently eager for another provincial
election. It was now nearly three years since the previous one. This was
an opportune time. The federal Liberal party had made an extraor-
dinary improvement in their position in the House of Commons, and
the Conservatives had been given a tremendous setback. Besides, the
House of Assembly membership had been increased by six and the
Premier was probably itching to see how that change would work.
He had to have a reason, as he had no issue, and as he still had two
years left in his term, he decided to set up a commission to investigate
the fishing industry. If ever there was an industry that was investigated
to death it was the fishing industry. In 1953 the Royal Commission
under the late Sir Albert Walsh had brought in an extensive report and a
Fisheries Authority composed of three outstanding, high-priced experts
had been appointed and given vast powers.
There had been no mention - not a word was said - about the
fisheries in the Speech from the Throne that opened the fourth session
of the House of Assembly on January 2nd, 1962. There had been no
mention of the new industries that had been started with high hopes in
1951 and which had so many dramatic and disastrous consequences. In
1962 another Fisheries Commission was established, but before it had
time to make the first of its reports, on October 30th the Premier called
an election for November 19th. By chance our party had learned of the
Premier's plans and had procured a copy of an illustrated pamphlet he
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was putting out about the progress that had been made since 1949 b~
the Government in various fields of endeavour, and now a new big fist
program. We were able to draw up a plan for the fisheries, perhaps no
as flamboyant as the one the Premier had prepared, but at any rate i
was enough to take the wind out of his sails when he made his radio anc
TV announcements. So important was this new policy, as had been hi:
great industrial policy and his biggest and greatest fishery policy 0
1954, that he had to have an election to get the people to give him,
special mandate to proceed with the program. He had worked this sor
of game twice before. He felt confident that he could do it again. Some
of his followers thought the P.c.'s would be wiped out altogether.
I had been thinking of waiting for the byelection in St. John's Wes
which I expected to be called shortly. Jim Greene, then the Leader 0
the Opposition in the House of Assembly, thought I might be interestec
in contesting a seat in the provincial election. One night when I hac
gone to bed rather early, a knock came at my door in the Churchil
Square apartments. Who should be there when I opened the door bu
Jim Greene and Dalton Camp, the great publicity man I had first met ir
Moncton in 1957, and whom I had since met on several occasions. The~
wanted me to run in the election. I called Mae at Ottawa. She left it t(
me to make the decision, as I knew she would. I couldn't resist the in
vitation and said I would accept and that I would like to run in St
John's East Extern, one of the new districts created by the Premier thl
previous year in the Session that had closed in March. I also suggestec
that we should try and make the announcement of some of the can
didates as a surprise on TV. Jim fell in line with this suggestion, and s(
we had a TV program in which he introduced some of the candidates
and then he dramatically called for the candidate for St. John's Eas
Extern to come forward, and I stepped out in view of those watching. I
was a surprise to a great many people because I had been over nine yean
at Ottawa and our friends were of mixed feelings about my running in ,
provincial election. We had no great amount of party funds, as thl
Liberals had, so we did comparatively little advertising. Rex Renou
was running in St. John's South, my former district, against Johr
O'Dea who was now running as a Liberal. Jim Higgins, too, ran as "
Liberal against Jim Greene in St. John's East.
Rex Renouf was a good campaigner and an effective speaker. He:
was a gentleman and had a very persuasive manner. He also had a
stroke of good luck in the form of uncovering cases of corruption and
bribery in his district. A voter came to see Jim Greene, and told him
that the Liberals were giving out groceries in St. John's South to people:
who had received "pink slips" from a certain person on behalf of the:
Liberal candidate. A similar plan had worked so well in the federal elec-
tion in St. John's West that it was tried again. When it was discovered,
Jim Greene went on TV and showed a parcel of groceries procured by
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he holder of one of these slips. Jim took each article out of the bag and
10ted the price, so that nothing was left to the imagination. It was a
)ure case of bribery and corruption, and those responsible could have
)een prosecuted and if convicted, severely punished. Although we knew
Nho they were, we didn't do that; we thought we would concentrate on
:he election.
Although those who received these goods had been sworn to
;ecrecy, I think that the man who gave the show away was sworn at by
:he one who gave him the pink slip.
Jim Greene had a hard time getting candidates. He worked day and
l1ight and I helped him as well as I could. We had 40 candidates. We
lllowed two districts to go by acclamation, Fogo and Labrador South.
We probably made a mistake not to put a candidate in Labrador South.
Jim Greene proved himself a great campaigner. He was an in-
teresting speaker, an entertaining story teller and he evoked great
response from his audiences. He came down to Torbay to help me in my
:ampaign. We spoke to a packed house, with those present most en-
thusiastic in their support for our party. Some of the strongest ad-
vocates for the restoration of Responsible Government lived in this
district and they turned out in force for the meeting. Things looked very
good in St. John's in contrast to the federal election of five months
before.
Polling day was a stormy day. It was snowing and raining and very
slippery for motor cars to get around, and these were kept busy as few
people wanted to walk in the bad weather. I discovered that in Torbay a
mistake had been made in the location of the polling booths. People on
the north side of the harbour had to vote on the south side while people
on the south side had to vote on the north side. I drew it to the attention
of Mr. Short, the Chief Electoral Officer, but it was too late to do
anything about it, and it didn't make any difference in the result in any
case. The P.e. party won seven seats out of forty-two. Our successful
candidates were Jim Greene in St. John's East; Ank Murphy had a big
win in St. John's Centre, getting more votes than Joss O'Driscoll, the
Liberal candidate, and Gus Duffy, the U.N. candidate, put together.
Rex Renouf defeated John O'Dea in St. John's South, receiving 3103
votes, second only in number to those received by the Premier - 3195.
I was elected with a majority of nearly 600 votes over city councillor Jim
Fagan. Five of the six councillors for the City of St. John's ran in this
election for the Liberal party. These were Messrs. W. G. Adams, Geof-
frey Carnell, Walter Carter, James Higgins and James Fagan. The first
three were elected. Outside St. John's, our party elected Ambrose Ped-
dle in Grand Falls, Dr. Noel Murphy in Humber East, and Bill Smith in
St. Barbe South. Charles Devine was elected as an Independent in the
new district of Labrador West. It will be seen that we now had four
lawyers in our party, Jim Greene, Bill Smith, Rex Renouf and myself.
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Ank Murphy's nomination in November, 1962. Front row: Messers. Pope, Greene,
Hollett, Magistrate Strong (Returning Officer), Murphy, Browne and McGrath
P.c. members elected to the House of Assembly in 1962. Seated I. to r.: Ambrose
Peddle, James Greene, Author, Ank Murphy. Standing: Bill Smith, Noel Murphy,
Rex Renouf
374
Our other three members, Dr. Noel Murphy, Ank Murphy and Am-
brose Peddle were experienced in their own occupations and well
qualified to become good members of the House of Assembly.
The Liberals had a majority of 26 members, the same as they had
after the previous election in 1959. The Premier loved elections. He had
also taken part in five federal campaigns. As for myself, since 1949 I
had been a candidate in seven general elections, five federal and two
provincial. I was also elected by acclamation in a byelection. Running in
a comparatively small district, it was much easier for me to meet people
and get them together for meetings. The people of St. John's East Ex-
tern were glad to have the right to elect their own member again, and I
was very happy when they elected me.
One would have thought that when the Premier had called an elec-
tion suddenly because he want,td a mandate so badly for his new
fisheries program, he would have called the members of the House
together shortly after the election to deal with the legislation that should
arise out of the new policy. On the contrary, the members elected on
November 19th, 1962, were not called to meet until March 20th, 1963,
four months later.
The first piece of legislation placed before the House was an In-
terim Supply Bill to provide the government with over $20,000,000 for
the two months beginning on the first of April. This was supposed to be
one-sixth of the total expenditure for the year. Before legislation for the
remainder of the requirements for the year 1963-64 was laid on the
table, we were asked to vote "supplementary supply." This amounted
to the large sum of over $20,000,000. Out of this, no less than
$14,000,000 were required for the greatly increased amount spent by the
Department of Public Works in the fiscal year 1962-63.
It was a coincidence that this was the fiscal year when there were
three election campaigns, namely, one for the federal election held on
June 18th, 1962, one for the provincial election held on November 19th,
1962, and the third for a second federal election which took place on
April 8th, 1963, only one week after the close of the 1962-63 fiscal year.
The fact that these large expenditures took place when some of the
department officials and all the members on the Liberal side of the
House of Assembly were so busy with the elections, makes us suspect
why the Minister of Public Works underestimated his vote by such a
huge amount. Below is a table showing a comparison of the expen-
ditures of the Department of Public Works for the years 1962-63 and
the previous year.
Supplementary supply is needed when the government spends, in
any fiscal year, money that has not been provided by the House of
Assembly, or spends more money than was actually voted by the House
of Assembly. Each department has its own vote which is called a
"head," but each head is divided into sub-heads and further divided.
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Expenditure
Total Total
1962-63 1961-62
The amounts voted for the year, both in ordinary supply and in sup-
plementary supply, are shown in a lump sum in the public accounts in
1962-63, together with the expenditure for that year and the previous
year. Usually if there is a great variation in the figures, there is some
comment by the Auditor General, which is supposed to assist members
of the House of Assembly in learning the explanation. Here is an extract
from the Public Accounts of 1962-63:
HEAD IX
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Capital Account
941. Fixed Assets
Grant
Including
Supplementary
Supply
01. Public buildings:
Construction and
extension $19,045,000 $16,854,649.13 $4,506,441
It will be seen that the government in 1962-63 expended on public works
$12,348,200 more than was spent the previous year. An examination of
the expenditures shows that most of these large expenditures were for
the College of Trades & Technology, $2,545,321, and the eleven voca-
tional schools, on which the expenditures were $15,708,987.50.
Here again I point out that the riding of St. John's West of which I
had been the member, was conspicuous by its absence from any share in
this expenditure of over $18,000,000 in the year 1962-63. Part of the
large sum which had to be provided by supplementary supply was voted
on March 19th, 1963, the day before the House opened. The Auditor
General's report had no comment on the large amount provided by the
warrant of His Honour the Lieutenant Governor.
In my speech in the debate on the Address in Reply to the Speech
from the Throne, I couldn't help drawing attention to the presence on
the Government side of the House of a member (Mr. Val Earle) who
had previously belonged to our party. I also referred to the speech made
by the Premier in which he read, with approval, some passages from his
famous five-day speech on the fisheries in 1954. I also read some ex-
tracts in which he lamented the passing of the old-time merchants who
did their business on an international scale, shipping their fish to Spain
and Portugal and Italy and Greece in Europe and to Cuba, Barbados
and Brazil in the Western Hemisphere. He said:
"The merchants of Water Street are now to be found on the golf
course. "
His idea then had been:
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"In the new fish plants that will be dolled along the north east coast, will
be capable, energetic men who will take the place of the grand old mer-
chants of former days. "
:...re went on:
"You haven't got these on Water Street today. They are down there to-
day, a crowd of lounge lizards, waffle-iron artists. Ye gods! What have
we come to in Newfoundland? There was a time when they were the
greatest merchants in the world. "
In that marathon speech the Premier had made further disparaging
-emarks about the modern merchants, "social butterflies" with their
:ocktail parties.
The Minister of Finance, Honourable Edward Spencer, correctly
mmmed up the financial and economic situation when he said:
"Compared with what used to be in Newfoundland, it is truly a miracle
of improvement. In every single department of the Government we see
vast improvements today as compared with 1957."
[ could not have said it better!
The miracle had been due to the tremendous increase in the funds
nade available to Newfoundland by the government led by John
Diefenbaker, and of which 1 had been a member and Jim McGrath had
been a supporter. I
This was very pleasing to the ears of our P.e. members in the
House. In the light of this frank admission by the Minister of Finance
)f the improvement since 1957, the year that John Diefenbaker had
become Prime Minister, how could the Premier honestly work to drive
)ur government out of office? His actions could only have been due to
his personal animosity to the Prime Minister, and to myself and Jim
McGrath, who had worked so hard to see that Newfoundland got its
just share of the money expended by the government at Ottawa.
I recalled to the Premier the remarks he had made at St. Andrews,
New Brunswick, in 1950:
"Rather than continue to be treated as second-class citizens I am ready to
lead a movement to take Newfoundland out of Confederation. "
On Thursday, April 26th, 1955, at the Federal-Provincial Con-
ference in Ottawa, he repeated that sentiment:
"Before I shall do that [accept the position of second or third class
citizen], I shall tell you now quite frankly as one who has had something
to do with the movement to bring Newfoundland into Confederation, I
would with great joy spend the rest ofmy life leading a movement to lead
Newfoundland out of Confederation. "
'For a conlrast offederalgranlslo Ncwfoundlandbclwecn 1949-1957and J957-1963. see graph in
Appendix HI and the lable in H2.
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So disillusioned was he in 1957 that he told me that he:
".... couldn't care less whether the Liberals were defeated or not. "
I reminded the House of the Atlantic Provinces Adjustment Grant5
promised by John Diefenbaker at another Federal-Provincial con-
ference in 1957 which the Premier and I attended. From that day to
April, 1963, Newfoundland had been benefitting not only from the
financial payments made to it but from the new credit the government
had achieved in financial circles as a result of its new-found prosperity.
I would have liked to have been able to list the increase in the
number of motor vehicles from 1957 to 1963 and in the number of
school buses taking children to school. At Memorial University the
number of students had increased from 896 in 1957 to 2,180 in five
years. The scholarships given by the Government of Newfoundland
rose from 188 to 1,248 in this same five-year period. Expenditure on
education had risen from 10.4 million dollars in 1957 to 20.7 million
dollars in 1962. It had doubled in five years. In 1933-34 the vote wa5
$500,000!2
During the federal election campaign of 1962, the Premier wrote a
daily column of political comment in the EVENING TELEGRAM. On
one occasion he said I was wrong in saying that we had introduced
hospital insurance. As this is a subject of great importance to the health
of every man, woman, and child in Canada, our action in putting the
scheme into effect was a blessing to everyone.
The original plan introduced by the Liberal government in March
of 1957 had the following:
"Section 6(2). No contribution shall be paid under this Act until at least
six of the Provinces, containing at least one-half of the population of
Canada, have entered into an agreement, and the Provincial law in rela-
tion to these Provinces is in force. "
Although Ontario was not prepared to enter the scheme until
January 1st, 1959, other provinces were ready and willing, but the
scheme could not begin without either Ontario or Quebec first joining
to fulfil the condition of having half the people of Canada belonging. In
May, 1958, Honourable Mr. Monteith, the Minister of National Health
and Welfare, introduced a resolution that would enable the Govern-
ment to make contributions as of July 1st, 1958, to any province with
the plan in operation. There were five provinces anxious to join: British
Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Newfoundland. In
other words, we were prepared to begin with five provinces without
having a majority of the population of Canada. This was a big change
and proved to be beneficial to those who joined.
21t is interesting to note that the 1982-.83 estimate for educatjon expenditure is $441,000,000. or
25.7 percent of the provincial expenditure on current account.
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We put this policy into effect in 1958, when only the above five
provinces wanted it; and they made up less than one-third of the
population of Canada. Four western provinces and Newfoundland were
in it at the beginning. It was therefore our government under John
Diefenbaker that brought hospital insurance into effect.
The Premier hated to see us get credit for anything. His denial in
his column in the EVENING TELEGRAM, that we had brought
hospital insurance in, was both incorrect and unfair.
He wasn't able to answer my arguments in the House of Assembly
but kept on making assertions that Newfoundland made up the half of
the population required. I have shown that this was far from being cor-
rect.
I then went on to tell the incredible story of the extraordinary ef-
forts made by Premier Smallwood to elect the federal Liberal can-
didate, Richard Cashin, in St. John's West on April 18th, 1963:
"A certain prominent member of the Government went into Mount
Pearl (a part of St. John's West) on the morning of Saturday, March
30th, 1963, with the Liberal candidate for the Federal General Election
set for April 8th. "
The Premier stated:
"That was 1. "
I continued:
"He went around in a car with a loudspeaker and made this statement
for all to hear:
'This is Premier Smallwood, and 1 have the Liberal Party candidate for
St. John's West, Richard Cashin, with me. 1 have come in here to make
this very important announcement:
1 find you have in this town today six and a half miles of streets and
roads not paved, with one half mile paved on Park A venue. If we have a
Liberal victory on April 8th, if we have a Liberal Government in Ottawa,
two or three days after that victory the Newfoundland Government will
call for tenders to pave every street and road in Mount Pearl-
Glendale. ' "3
Mr. Smallwood interjected:
"That is being done. "
I went on:
"To let the contract in the Spring and have the work start this summer. "
The Premier then told how two days after polling day, the Government
officials had started to get ready the engineering data necessary for con-
struction.
I said sarcastically:
JGlendale was part of 51. John's Easl and in Ihe 1962 eleclion voted 99 for Brian White, Liberal,
and 35 for Jim McGralh, P.e.
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"The Honourable Premier is truly an honourable man. He keeps his pro-
mises."
Mr. Premier said:
"If I promise, it is faithfully kept. "
I stated:
"Faithfully made! Bribery of the people. Is the Honourable Premier go-
ing to pave all the streets and roads in every village in the country?"
The Premier:
"Villages no, towns yes. "
Regarding electricity, the Premier had told the voters of Mount
Pearl:
"You are customers of the United Towns. You pay higher rates than you
would if you were customers of Newfoundland Light and Power. Can
anything be done about that? Could we put United Towns out and put
Newfoundland Light and Power in? No, we cannot. Could we lower
your rates? Yes! I sent for the Chairman of the Power Commission and
instructed him to bring in a plan whereby the Power Commission will
pay the difference between the two rates. You pay the same as the New-
foundland Light and Power rates. It will cost only thirty-five thousand
dollars. "
Mr. Smallwood:
"That is an error. It should be $38,000."
Mr. Browne:
"All right, $38,000 a year to pay to the Power Commission to pay the
difference in the rates between the two electric light companies. "
I asked if he was going to stop there.
"What about the Topsail Road and the Bay Bulls Road?"
The Premier said:
"What about the whole area covered by the United Towns Electric Com-
pany? I will be in a position, I hope, to make a statement about that
soon. "
I asked
"How soon?"
The Premier replied
"Soon! How soon is soon?"
I said that the Premier had gone to Mount Pearl because the P.e. can-
didate had his headquarters there, and the Premier was afraid the
Liberals would lose a few votes. The Premier said:
"Fourteen hundred had signed a petition. "
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I had never heard of that. The Premier said:
"It is one of Newfoundland's finest towns, and one of the beauty spots
of the Province and a fine progressive, noble hearted people, and nearly
all Liberals, nearly all. "
When asked about paving the streets of St. John's, the Premier
dodged the question - he did not answer it. He said:
"Many of the streets - well over half of the streets of Corner Brook -
were paved by the Government of Newfoundland. "
In commenting upon all these irregular and illegal activities practic-
ed so boldly and shamelessly by the Premier I stated:
"If this is the sort of thing the Premier thinks wise, prudent and just,
Newfoundland is in for a bad time. I don't see how he can now escape
from the inferences to be drawn from his statement. Every member on
the Government side of the House is entitled to go to the Premier and say
'Well, what about the man on the Bill of Cape St. George? What about
Port-au-Port? And the honourable member for Fortune Bay? They have
no paved roads down there. There is not an inch of paved road in St.
Mary's Bay, not one inch. Are aI/the roads and streets to be paved in
Mount Pearl and not in Harbour Main and Green Bay and Trinity Bay
and Hermitage Bay? They will have paved roads and cheaper electricity
in Mount Pearl. ' If the Premier is consistent and logical in the lavish pro-
mises he made to get afew votes in a federal election in Mount Pearl- a
place where he was solid anyhow - what will he do in other places that
voted Liberal?"
The Premier's behaviour in all of these incidents I have related was en-
tirely wrong. The provisions against bribery and corruption in the Elec-
tion Act were ignored. It might be good tactics to get a candidate
elected, but it was dishonest, unlawful and unfair. Our party had to put
up with that sort of thing for twenty years in Newfoundland.
Elections are supposed to be very solemn, serious, almost sacred
events occurring usually every four years. The citizen has the privilege
of freely casting a secret ballot in favour of the candidate of his choice.
That citizen is supposed to be protected against threats, bribery, cor-
ruption and intimidation. But Big Brother Smallwood, the Premier, in a
letter sent to the people of Trepassey in 1962, after promising to
substitute hydroelectricity for his $175,000 inefficient diesel-operated
plant, told the people he was telling the truth and he would be "wat-
ching and listening to see if you believe me or if you think I am a liar."
This was a remarkable idea to put in writing and have delivered to
the people four days before polling day. He watched and he listened
and the people of Trepassey gave Mr. Cashin a majority of 50 votes in
1962. The people of Trepassey did not believe the Premier was a liar!
It seems to me, as I said in 1949, that when a Premier or a Prime
Minister is elected to the highest office in the province or in the country,
he owes a duty to all his people to be fair to all. When I became a Privy
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Councillor in 1957, I had to take the same oath as all other members of
the Cabinet, and one of the pledges I gave was:
"You will in all things to be moved, treated and debated in any such
Privy Council, faithfully, honestly and truly declare your mind and opi-
nion to the honour and benefit of the Queen's Majesty, and the good of
Her Subjects without partiality or exception of persons, in no wise
forbearing so to do from any manner of respect, favour, love, meed,
displeasure, or dread of any Person or Persons whatsoever. "
How could Arthur Harnett, our candidate in Mount Pearl/Glen-
dale (part of S1. John's West riding) in 1963 attempt to answer the
Premier of Newfoundland riding through the unpaved streets and road5
of Mount Pearl promising that all the streets and roads - six and one
half miles of them - would be paved if they elected the Liberal can-
didate, and a Liberal Government was elected?
I think that a lot of the trouble Newfoundland has suffered and i5
suffering is due to the attitude that "in an election everything goes."
After I became a candidate for SI. John's East Extern I lost contact
with our party at Ottawa. The newspapers, however, kept us well in-
formed about the problems that the Prime Minister was having in keep-
ing his party together. A good deal of the trouble arose over the Bomarc
missiles which the Prime Minister had promised to accept. Bunken
were built to house them in several places north of Toronto, but the)
were not armed with nuclear warheads. Colonel Douglas Harkness wa5
the minister of National Defence at the time and was under the impres-
sion that the Prime Minister intended to have the Bomarc missiles fitted
with the nuclear warheads. They would be useless without them. When
he found that the Prime Minister didn't intend to have the missiles arm·
ed with nuclear warheads, he resigned.
After this and after an election had been called for April 8th, 1963,
it was reported from Washington that the Bomarcs were practicall)
useless anyhow, and would succeed only in inducing the Soviets tc
target missiles against them and thereby increase the missile reo
quirements of the Soviets or draw missiles to them, and not so man)
would be left for other targets in the U.S.A.
This was a difficult election for our party as several of OUI
members didn't run. Our party was split into two sections and all bul
four of the prominent newspapers in Canada were against Prim(
Minister Diefenbaker. The EVENING TELEGRAM and the GLOBE
AND MAIL of Toronto, and the MONTREAL GAZETTE, switched
their allegiance from Diefenbaker to Pearson.
Despite a disunited party and a hostile press, Diefenbaker fought
hard, travelling across the country from St. John's to Vancouver. H(
was in S1. John's on March 19th for a meeting on behalf of Jim
McGrath in St. John's East and Arthur Harnett in S1. John's West. Art
Harnett had been my executive assistant from 1957-1962 when I was th(
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nember for St. John's West, and first, Minister without Portfolio, and
hen Solicitor General. Afterwards he worked as executive assistant
vith Honourable Donald Fleming, who was the Minister of Justice bet-
veen the elections of 1962 and 1963. Arthur was an excellent candidate.
rhe six years he spent in our offices gave him the opportunity to see and
lear all the prominent politicians of the day, as well as to learn what
lad been done by our party for Newfoundland as well as for other parts
If the country.
In this election with J. R. Smallwood out on the hustings in St.
fohn's and elsewhere, the Liberals won seven seats for the second time.
v1r. Pearson was in his third election as Leader of the Opposition, but
lever seemed to have learned the art of politicking. The Liberals put on
l big campaign. As part of this, they sent a group, headed by Judy
_eMarsh, M.P., around calling themselves the 'Truth Squad.' They
ollowed the Prime Minister for a while with the intention of checking
In his statements. They became a joke and the idea was dropped.
Premier Smallwood was in his element as he strove to deliver seven
eats to the federal Liberal party. Employing his usual tactics, he no
Jnger bothered to be careful or discreet. He excelled himself in the
iding of St. John's West as he worked to get Richard Cashin elected.
'he 1962 election in that riding had been annulled.
In the 1963 federal election, Mr. Pearson must have been infected
tith some of Premier Smallwood's unorthodox methods of campaign-
19, for he promised that if he was elected he would pay 90 per cent of
he cost of finishing the Trans-Canada Highway, at least ·in New-
oundland. This was a tremendous drawing card with our people. It's a
londer that we didn't use it ourselves because actually, Mr. Howard
Jreen had been advocating the construction of another two-lane
ighway in Newfoundland and across Canada.
During this session of the House in St. John's the Government
~ied to bring in a "change of time," which would put us in the same
me zone as Nova Scotia, that is, Atlantic time. We are nearer Green-
lich, England, where the time zones start, so we are three and a half
ours earlier than the time in England. We are a half hour later than
Jova Scotia. We are all familiar with the announcement over the radio
nd on TV that such a program will be heard "at 9:30 in Labrador and
oo'clock in Newfoundland." This is due to the difference in time bet-
reen the island of Newfoundland and the mainland. I can't believe that
le Premier was serious in introducing this idea into the Legislature,
nd he quickly discovered that it was an unpopular one. The EVENING
'ELEGRAM set up a poll asking people to fill in a form published on
ach day's front page. The result was an overwhelming majority against
le idea, some days running as high as 98 per cent. Needless to say, the
lea was dropped at that stage and we still enjoy in Newfoundland our
wn time zone.
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On June 22nd, 1963, the FINANCIAL POST carried a specia
twelve page illustrated section giving a report on Newfoundland. Man~
local companies advertised their goods and services in this issue. Then
were articles on the state of our economy showing the great strides mad.
by Newfoundland since 1950. It would have been more enlightening i
the comparison showed the remarkable improvement between thl
period from 1949-1957 and the good years between 1957-1963.
Government spending had tripled between 1950 and 1963 onl:
because the Government had more to spend in the last five years. Th,
Premier gave his opinion that in ten years we would be a "have" pro
vince. That didn't transpire. The increase in spending on education wa
graphically shown, and, as I have pointed out, the principal increase
were made between 1957 and 1962.
The illustrations included pictures of a modern shopping centre il
Labrador City, a cafeteria at Wabush Lake, and a large elementar:
school at Labrador City, all built by the company Richard and B. A
Ryan of Montreal.
The Premier described his ideas for a National Fisheries Policy. TI
most of the readers of the FINANCIAL POST, this would seem nove)
They were unlikely to know of his previous fishery policy of 1953. On
heading startled me: "Welfare a slow starter, but now as good as any.'
The former Department of Health and Welfare had been divided an,
now formed two departments. The Department of Welfare late
became the Department of Social Services. The estimated expenditur
for 1962-63 was given as 17.5 million dollars. The estimate twenty year
later is 103 million dollars. In contrast, the estimated expenditure 0
health was $20,500,000 in 1962, but is $425,000,000 for the 1982-8
year. It would seem as if money spent on health meant less money bein
spent on welfare.
A short article on agriculture showed that it was easier to buy
mink than to buy fresh milk in 1963 as people were mostly using the irr
ported canned or powdered variety. Mink was then being ove)
produced. The article stated that at South Dildo in 1955, there wer
four thousand animals in breeding stock. At the end of 1962 over fift
thousand mink were ready to be pelted. There was a vote in the yea
1963 of about $30,000 for fur farming on an experimental basis, but th
total agricultural budget for that year was only about $500,000.
One thing that I noticed about estimates is the change in th
method of dividing up departments. From 1932-34 under Responsibl
Government, the departments varied hardly at all. The Department (
Health & Welfare was not known until the early thirties. There was
Department of Public Charities introduced in 1925. Prior to that, bot
Health and Welfare came under the Department of the Coloni:
Secretary. An examination of the estimates in 1925 shows that th
Public Charities consisted only of the votes for the city hospitals, th
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Lunatic Asylum, the General Hospital, Sanatorium, the Fever Hospital
md Sudbury Hospital where the sick and disabled members of the Mer-
;hant Marine received treatment.
Sometime before 1962 I was invited to attend a banquet at
Lewisporte. I don't know what the occasion was, but my friend
Honourable Dr. Fred Rowe, a member of the Liberal Government at
;;1. John's, was also present. He spoke after I did.
Naturally I told of all the good things that our Government had
done for the Canadian people, more particularly for the people of New-
foundland between 1957 and the time that I was speaking. Dr. Rowe
opened his remarks by saying that everything that I had said was true
and that there were other things that I could have claimed for our
Government and didn't. I am sure that no one was more surprised than
I was to hear this admission. However, Dr. Rowe went on to say that
none of these benefits, neither the public works nor the financial grants,
neither the Terra Nova National Park nor the new waterfront in St.
John's could have happened if we hadn't joined Canada in Confedera-
tion in 1949, and this was the chief claim to fame of Premier
Smallwood. He had set the whole procedure rolling.
Although it is easily answerable, it was a good debating point. I
hadn't the opportunity to reply. My point was not to contrast New-
foundland after 1949 with Newfoundland before that year, but to con-
trast the period between 1949 and 1957 with the period which followed
when John Diefenbaker was Prime Minister and I was a member of his
Government. It was not until 1957 that the people of the Atlantic Pro-
vinces received the treatment that they sought and which they deserved.
My main criticism of the government of Mr. Smallwood was based on
his failure to recognize the need of doing first things first. It was
necessary to develop what we had - to pay attention to our fisheries, to
develop farming to its utmost and not to try to take people out of the
fishing boats and away from the industry in which they were skilled,
and put them at something of which they knew little or nothing.
In the article in the special edition of the FINANCIAL POST in
1963 the Premier spoke as if he had never had a new industrial policy.
A.bout the development of secondary industry, he told an interviewer:
"That will come as our primary industry develops. The history of other
countries shows that this is how it comes about. "
The Premier stopped walking up and down his office and faced his in-
terviewer.
"Can you name one country in the world that didn't go through this
stage?" he asked.
If only this had been the Premier's policy in 1949, we would all
have been much better off.
It is not very often that my photo appears on the same page of a
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newspaper with John Doyle and Premier Smallwood. It happened onc(
in the DAILY HERALD bearing the date November 24th, 1963. Mr.
Smallwood's
"long time dream of another mill to manufacture pulp or newsprint
from the province's timber resources is going to come true soon; . ... but
the mill is not likely to be the third mill - it will be the fourth mill. "
The article continued:
"Thefourth mill is to be established in Labrador and when it is establish-
ed, it will produce a product known as 'semi-chemical pulp. ' "
Who would build the fourth mill? John C. Doyle proposed to form
a company to build and operate a mill on the shores of Lake Melville.
The pulp would be sold in France, Spain and Italy. Premier Smallwood
and his friend John C. Doyle and the latter's wife had been visitin~
these countries, and had just returned full of enthusiasm about th(
future prospects of the fourth mill. I had nothing to do with this dream,
although in 1929 I had interviewed at least two people in London on th(
very same idea of having a mill on Lake Melville in Labrador, and even
at that time I thought that it was fantastic. Mr. John C. Doyle was in
serious difficulty in the U.S.A. and news of his problems followed him
to Spain. His plan to establish the "semi-chemical pulp mill" didn't
materialize. Nor did the third mill for Come by Chance.
My picture was on the same page with these two prominenl
gentlemen because the editor of the HERALD, Don Jamieson, must
have just read Peter Newman's newly published book "Renegade in
Power" or "The Diefenbaker Years."
In the part dealing with the loggers' strike of 1959, Mr. Jamieson
printed an extract from Peter Newman's book which stated:
"Fulton, meanwhile, continued to argue in Cabinet that the rein-
forcements should be sent to the Island. He was backed by five other
Ministers, of whom National Revenue Minister George Nowlan and
Minister without Portfolio W. J. Bra wne were his most vocal supporters.
Finally, Diefenbaker, who opposed the move at least partly because it
might be interpreted as strike breaking, decided that he would confer
with Fulton alone in his office on Saturday morning to sellle the mailer.
In a two and a half hour discussion the following day, Fulton and
Diefenbaker agreed that the reinforcements would be sent only if the
RCMP force already in Newfoundland was actually in physical danger
withoUl them. On Sunday morning Nicholson came to Fulton's office
and the Minister ofJustice again asked him the crucial question: were his
men in danger? The Commissioner couldn't say yes, and as a result the
reinforcements, although they were ready to go, were not given the com-
mand and the Commissioner for the RCMP resigned."
My picture accompanied the extract. One wonders where Mr. Newman
got all his information. He seemed to have more information about the
strike than anybody else, except perhaps the Commissioner and Mr.
Fulton.
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It was not unexpected that when the House of Assembly was open-
ed on March 20th, 1963, by the new Lieutenant Governor, Fabian
O'Dea, one of the matters referred to in the Speech from the Throne
was the great conference of over two hundred persons brought to St.
John's to discuss the problems of the fisheries. This group, called the
Fisheries Commission, included fishermen, fish buyers, fish processors,
fish marketers and others.4 Government officials from the Department
of Fisheries of the Atlantic Provinces and from the Federal Government
were in attendance. For a very specific purpose officials from the
federal Department of Agriculture were also present.
The commission selected a committee which drew up a "presenta-
tion of the Government of Newfoundland to the Government of
Canada" entitled National Fisheries Development. In addition, the
Government decided on a "parallel action" and retained two
jistinguished economists, Doctor M. W. Menzies and Doctor William
Carr, who prepared a second report which "my Government decided to
mbmit to the Government of Canada along with the main recommen-
jations of the Fisheries Commission." What happened to this dual
report?
Premier Smallwood published "The Liberal" in March, 1963, to
assist in the election of the federal Liberal party. On the fourth page of
the first copy that came out he had an article on "How I Tried to Get
Action on the Fisheries." For anyone who was acquainted with the big
program that he introduced in 1953, this must sound ridiculous, but he
joes tell how he called a conference of leading people concerned with
the fisheries in the fall of 1962, and from them had a commission ap-
pointed. It will be remembered that he had called the election before
this commission could report. Although a portion of the report, that
part called the National Fisheries Development, appeared with the
jateline on its cover 'February, 1963' the Premier on January 24th had
already sent a telegram to Diefenbaker in which he told about the
preparation of this report, and asked for an interview at an early date
with the Prime Minister. The latter replied on January 26th, two days
later, saying that he had forwarded the telegram to the Minister of
Fisheries, Mr. McLean, for attention. The Minister would be in touch
with Mr. Smallwood. In the meantime he asked for a copy of the report
to be sent so that it could be given appropriate study without delay by
:he department concerned. On the 28th of January Mr. Smallwood
wired:
"My dear Prime Minister,
Thank you warmly for your telegram in reply to mine. I am
delighted that you have asked your colleague the Fisheries Minister to
4lt will be noticed thatlheSpeech omilled any mention of the well-known group "fish merchants"
whom the Premier lost no chance in down-grading and ridiculing.
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give the matter his attention. I have arranged for five or six copies of the
report and submission to be delivered to your office today and 1 presume
to suggest that you arrange for a copy to be delivered to your colleague,
the Minister of Agriculture, for his attention as well. I look forward to
hearing from the Honourable Mr. McLean but this will not remove our
strong desire to present it to you personally and to discuss it with you. As
our central proposal is that the Government ofCanada should launch an
important national Canadian policy for fishery development, I feel cer-
tain that you, as the leader of Canada's Government, are the one to
whom we should present it personally.
Kindest regards,
Joseph R. Smallwood"
He noted:
"To this 1 haven't received a reply. ,.
He sent Mr. Diefenbaker a final telegram in which he said:
"My dear Prime Minister,
I have been hoping each day to hear from you in connection with my
telegraphic correspondence with you. Of course, I realize that you have
been having an extraordinarily busy and arduous time. I am nevertheless
still most anxious to meet with you for a brief discussion of ideas for a
National Canadian Fishery Development Program. Other business
brings me to Ottawa on Sunday next, for Monday and Tuesday. Would
it be possible for me to have a few minutes of your time on Monday or
Tuesday?
Kindest regards,
Joseph R. Smallwood"
"This was dated the 8th of February. To this I have never received a
reply."
But on the 6th of February, the Prime Minister had resigned and
the House had been dissolved, and an election had been called for April
8th. It seems rather presumptuous for Mr. Smallwood to expect to have
an interview with John Diefenbaker under these circumstances when he
would be so absorbed in the imminent election. The Premier did go to
Ottawa, however, with Dr. Rowe, and they both went to see Mr.
McLean and Mr. Hamilton, Minister of Agriculture, and presented the
Fisheries Development plan to them. He said that they were both
friendly and appeared to be favourably impressed. They promised that
they would present the development plan to their colleagues. Mr.
Smallwood never heard from them. Instead he went to see Mr. Pickers-
gill, who brought him to see Mr. Pearson, who looked over the
materials placed before him and replied, in part, on February 13th in
this peculiar fashion:
"I have no hesitation, therefore, in undertaking, if I become Prime
Minister after April 8th, to submit the Newfoundland proposals to the
Department of Fisheries and other agencies of Government concerned,
for immediate examination and report, to be followed promptly by the
calling ofa Federal Pro vincial Fisheries conference to work out a Federal
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Provincial program for fishery development to befounded on the princi-
ple that national action for fisheries shouldparallel the action already be-
ing taken and action to be taken for agriculture.
Your sincerely,
L. B. Pearson"
The year 1963 was an exciting and interesting one. It began
with the dispute at Ottawa over the Bomarc missiles and the
resignation of Colonel Harkness from his position as Minister of
National Defence and from the Government of John Diefenbaker.
There was an election on April 8th that saw L. B. Pearson become
Prime Minister with a minority Government.
The House of Assembly had a three month session, although
there were interruptions caused by the federal election which re-
quired Premier Smallwood's presence. Our seven Conservative
members in the House of Assembly played their parts well.
Premier Smallwood and the EVENING TELEGRAM agreed on
praising our efforts as the best Opposition yet.
The building of the eleven technical schools was rushed to
completion. The College of Trades and Technology was opened on
November 12th, 1963, officially, but classes had already been go-
ing on for over a month.
My son Edward was now coach of Memorial University's
hockey team and was facing his old comrades of St. Bon's at the
beginning of the hockey season.
I notice that I must have gone to Ottawa for the summer as
the pages of my legal diary show no entry between June and
September.
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Chapter Twenty- Two
House of Assembly - Premier, a "Stock Promoter" -
Voting Age - Mount Pearl Paving - Contracts at Hamilton
Falls - Committee on Privileges - Wednesday's Sillings-
Premier Angry - Fortieth Anniversary - Indemnities In-
crease - General MacArthur's Death - Family News -
College of Fisheries - Important Legislation
The House of Assembly opened for the Second Session on March
4th, 1964. Only formal proceedings look place on that day. The House
then adjourned until March 9th.
On March 9th, the Leader of the Opposition, James J. Greene,
questioned the correctness of the Premier acting as a "stock promoter"
during an address earlier in the year to the Sl. John's Rotary Club. Mr.
Greene read a statement from the EVENING TELEGRAM which
quoted the Premier as saying:
"If a man could afford 10 pUi $35,000 in cash info five Ihousand BRIN-
CO shares, he could lock Ihem away and Jorgel Ihem.
I am conJidenl Ihal Ihese shares will one day gel 10 a hundred or a hun-
dred and fiflY dol/ars each. A man's children or grandchildren could live
in luxury Jar Ihe reSI of Iheir lives. ..
The Opposition leader pointed out that when the Premier made his
comment, BRINCO shares were selling at $6.55. The next day they rose
to $7.40 and continued to rise to a high of $8.60 but now they were back
at $5.95, lower than when the Premier made his recommendations.!
I wonder how the Premier felt inside when James Greene made
that statement, because at that very moment, according to Mr. Wayne
Holmes, the manager of the main branch of the Bank of Montreal in Sl.
John's, the Premier was engaged in a big financial deal with his two
friends, Arthur Lundrigan and the late O. L. Vardy, to make a killing
by buying BRINCO shares. To finance the purchase of BRINCO
shares, they had delivered to the bank three thousand shares of a
mysterious company called "Investment Developers Limited"
ICurrcnt!y(1984) they arc Iislcd al about $2.50.
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"as security for loans. These loans began in April, 1963, and were made
jointly to Honourable J. R. Smallwood, Mr. Arthur Lundrigan and Mr.
Oliver Vardy. Moneys were advanced jointly to these three persons for
the purchase of shares in BRINCO Limited, beginning in April, 1963,
but occurring mostly in June, 1965. These three persons borrowed, ac-
cording to Mr. Holmes, between $1,500,000 and $1,600,000 from the
bank.2
It was brought out in the inquiry conducted by Honourable Fabian
O'Dea in 1972, that hundreds of thousands of dollars of interest wert
lost by the bank on this transaction and not collected from the three in-
vestors. It is not clear how much money the bank lost in this transac-
tion, but presumably it sold the BRINCO shares to help cover the loans.
No better example can be given of the lack of knowledge of the stock
market and of prudence and wisdom in the former Premier's en-
thusiasm, than his rashly recommending the purchase of BRINCO
shares. I was surprised to see his friends plunging so deeply.
Another matter discussed at length was the reduction of the voting
age from twenty-one to nineteen. The P.C.s moved an amendment to
this bill as well. We wanted the age reduced to eighteen as we felt that
with the high standard of education now prevailing, and (as Mr. Greene
said) since recruits being taken into the Armed Forces at the age of eigh-
teen are eljgible to vote, the general population should have the samt
privilege when they reach that age. The Government, however, opposed
this motion and the law was passed to make the voting age nineteen.
On April 14th, the Minister of Highways, Dr. Rowe, told the
legislature that the paving of the streets in the Town of Mount Pearl
would not be carried out under the Government fifty-fifty cost sharing
program with other municipalities. He said that the proposed project at
Mount Pearl was an implementation of an undertaking of the Govern-
ment a year ago, that the streets of Mount Pearl would be re-
constructed and re-paved. I had brought this before the House of
Assembly and pointed out that it was wholesale bribery to tell the peo-
ple of Mount Pearl a week before the election that the streets would be
paved if the Liberal party was returned at Ottawa and if Mr. Cashin was
elected. Here now the Government was approving of Mr. Smallwood's
promise a year later. It will be remembered that Mr. Smallwood had
said that they would start work the day after the election. This is a sim-
ple illustration of the power exercised by Mr. Smallwood when he was
in office. It was, of course, discrimination in the highest form and it
was astonishing, and still is astonishing, how the Government members
accepted such a situation.
On April 12th, 1964, the Premier announced that contracts had
2REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSIOIO ENQUIRE I TO THE LEASI G OF
PREMISES FOR THE USE OF THE NEwrOUNULAND LIQUOR COMMISSION. JU E 30.
1972, page 52.
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been awarded to six companies for initial work at the site of the
Hamilton Falls power project, and warned that they had been given the
word about hiring Newfoundlanders. In response to a question from
the Opposition, he said that there were 275 persons working there at the
present time, of whom 107 were Newfoundlanders. When I asked him if
others were to be employed, the Premier said that he would know this in
three or four or five weeks time.
The financing of the power development on the Hamilton Falls was
a very difficult proceeding. Hydro-Quebec Power Corporation, owned
by the government of the Province of Quebec, was able to purchase 20
per cent of the shares and the Newfoundland Government had no
shares in this project; but on probing, we found that the Government
did buy 75,000 shares or an interest equivalent to 5 per cent of the
shares issued by the corporation. The Premier said that Newfoundland
would benefit in four ways from the development of the power.
"(I) They will get a royalty uf 50 cents per hurse puwer equivalent to
three million dollars a year (2) they will alsu get 8 per cent q! the prq!/ts
of the Company oJI the top before any taxes are paid (3) they will get
half of what the Canadian Government will cullect in Federal CUlpora-
tion Taxes and (4) they will get a dividend un the net pro/it u/ the Com-
pany based on the number u/ shares that they held. ..
On April 29th, a bill was introduced to establish a Fisheries Col-
lege. I spoke on this matter and pointed out that the Fisheries College
had been opened six months before, and this was an example of the
high-handed manner in which the Government was doing things, that
is, getting legislation passed long after the event for which the bill to
establish it was introduced. We were all in favour of the principle of
having the Fisheries College and realized that it should be legally set up,
but we were objecting to the manner in which the Government was do-
ing it. A Fisheries College should have been in existence long before. It
should have been built under the arrangement made by the Federal
Government under John Diefenbaker when three quarters of the cost of
building technical schools was being paid by the Federal Government.
In the course of a speech in the House, Ank Murphy reported that
one of his constituents stated that some one had telephoned him during
the election campaign in November, 1962, and asked him for permis-
sion to put a Liberal Party poster on the side of his store. He refused.
Then someone from the Premier's office called and made the same re-
quest, but he still refused.
The Premier strongly objected 10 the statement of Mr. Murphy and
said that he would give notice that the next day he would move to have a
Committee on Privileges set up to examine this statement made by Mr.
Murphy. Mr. Clarke was the Speaker at the time and stated that in his
opinion the statement made by Mr. Murphy was a renection on the of-
fice of the Premier and that Mr. Murphy should withdraw and
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apologize, which Mr. Murphy did. The Premier, however, wasn'l
satisfied and said that he would move on the following day for a Com·
mittee on Privileges to be set up to investigate the matter.
When the Premier made his motion, Mr. James Greene, the Leadel
of the Opposition, brought forward an amendment that the Committet
should be empowered to go further than merely investigate that state·
ment at the time of the Provincial election of 1962. The amendment alsc
would require the Committee to
"investigate, consider and report to the House on the use of the
Premier's office in the Confederation Building and the use of the
Cabinet room for the purpose of holding political meetings with Liberal
Party workers; and on the election campaign in the district of St. John's
South in November, 1962, with particular reference to the use of Liberal
Party headquarters for the distribution of free groceries to electors in
that district by means ofpink slips and that the Committee have power to
send for persons, papers and records and to take evidence on oath. "
Mr. Clarke, the Speaker, pointed out that the motion before the
House dealt with a specific incident and that the amendment suggested
that something be added to it. The Speaker ruled the amendment out of
order because he said that it opened new fields, that it was irrelevant
and outside the scope of the motion. The Premier said:
"If the charges had been laid against myself or the Liberal party or any
member of the Liberal party, 1 wouldn't have minded it, and probably
would have ignored it, but the honour of the Premier's office had been
impugned. "
He went on to argue that the honour of the Civil Service was in-
volved and for that reason he wanted the whole matter investigated. He
said that he never, at any time, had to involve the Civil Service in any of
the five general elections in which he had participated, and had never
questioned the party politics of any civil servant. He didn't know how
they voted and it didn't concern him. He never had to resort to this in
any election.
This was going a bit far, because I can recall seeing and hearing the
late Mr. O. L. Vardy and Mr. Leo Murphy broadcasting from loud-
speakers as early as the federal election campaign of 1953, and ad-
vocating the election of Mr. James Power in St. John's West. They
were both officials of the Government at the time. The same pattern
was followed in this election. I also spoke in this debate and questioned
whether it would be an unbiased hearing. I thought that the Premier
seemed to be making a mountain out of a molehill. I pointed out that
the Opposition MHA had withdrawn his statement and apologized and
that the Premier should have been satisfied. I said that I was surprised
that the Premier wished to pursue the matter.
The motion passed, and the following committee was appointed:
the Attorney General, L. R. Curtis; Municipal Affairs Minister, B. J.
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I\bbott; Welfare Minister, M. P. Murray; W. G. Adams, the Liberal
\1ember for S1. John's West; Eric Jones, the Liberal Member for
Burin; G. Rex Renouf, P.c., Member for S1. John's South, and Am-
brose Peddle, the P.c. Member for Grand Falls. It will be noted that
P.c.s were outnumbered five to two.
I made some charges of my own in this debate and stated that a
Dunville-Placentia tavern owner, Michael Power, had been forced to
leave the province after
"losing his liquor license for showing a picture of me in his window. He
had to sell his tavern to his brother and leave Newfoundland for a while.
I said that Mr. Power is presently working as a servant in his brother's
tavern. Because certain people have been Liberals, they now hold top
positions. "
[ added:
"if the innocent statement made by Mr. Murphy had been considered
worthy of the amount of allention that it was being given, then the mat-
ters that I had referred to. which were much more serious, shuuld also be
investigated. "
The Premier, of course, rose to a point of order and said that what
I was talking about was quite irrelevant to the charge that he wished to
have investigated, and the Speaker un held his point of order. The
Premier said that Opposition Members were "champions of
anonymous slander." I objected and rose to a point of order, and the
Speaker of the House ruled that the Premier's remarks were out of
order. Mr. Murphy rose to say that his reputation for the past fifty
years in S1. John's had been above reproach and that he never at any
time slandered anyone or had intended to do so. He had withdrawn his
statement and apologized for having made it and he thought that
should have ended the matter. The Premier stressed the point that all he
wanted to do was to make sure, once and for all, that never again in the
House of Assembly would any honourable member bring in anonymous
rumours that couldn't be substantiated by facts. He went further to say
that the motion would have to be upheld if parliamentary government
was to be upheld. He concluded by saying that a vote against the mo-
tion would strike at the very roots of the Government. The motion was
of course carried, and the committee was appointed.
The standing orders of the House of Assembly, published on May
8th, 1951, appeared to have been prepared by the Speaker at that time,
Honourable Reginald F. Sparkes. In a preface, he mentioned the names
of some great authorities whose works he consulted - Sir Erskine
May's Parliamentary Practice in Britain and Dr. Arthur Beauchesne's
Parliamentary Rules and Orders in Canada.
In this booklet, Standing Order No.7 reads in part:
"at the hour of60 'clock p.m. on Wednesday, Mr. Speaker adjourns the
House without question put. The House then stands adjuurned until
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Annual meeling of P.c. Party, May 9th, 1964, St. John's. Seated (I-r) Don Parsons; Albert
Greene; R. E. Nicol, Sr.; A. B. Butt. Sianding (I-r) Ambrose Peddle, M.H.A., Grand Falls; Dr. Noel Murphy, M.H.A., Humber
R. J. Greene; H. Buckingham, President, Y.P.c.'s; A. J. Murphy, M.H.A., SI. John's Centre; Mrs. T. J. Whitlen, Presidenl,
Associalion; Hon. W. J. Browne, M.H.A., St. John's East Extern; Fred Bannister; J. J. Greene, M.H.A., St. John's East;
Robert Stead; G. Rex Renouf, M.H.A., SI. John's South.
Thursday. "
On Wednesday, May 27th, 1964, at 5:50 p.m., Attorney General
Leslie Curtis surprised the Opposition members with a motion that the
House recess at 6 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. Jim Greene, rose to ask if the
House was going to abide by Standing Order No.7. He said:
"The House didn't sit last year on Wednesday (~/ier 6 and is not prepared
to adjourn until 7:30 this evenin~. "
Premier Smallwood, who had been out of the House until after 4
that day, referred to the "detail" with which the Opposition had been
discussing the estimates.
"To give them plenty ofOPPorlllnity 10 do so we 'lI/I1eet IOnight; starling
tomorrow we'll meet in the /I1orning, in the q/iernoon and in the night
for every day (~/ier thai. "
I asked some of our members if they had any appointments for the
night. When I found that they had, I stood up and said that I thought
that the Premier's sarcastic remarks were out of place. Then I read out
Standing Order No.7, which disallowed Wednesday night sittings, and
required the Speaker to adjourn the House without putting any ques-
tion.
Mr. Smallwood called out to the Speaker:
"Sit the man down, sit the /I1an down. " Then hc ShOUlCd to me: "Sit
down. "
I asked.
"Are you going to take ordersji"olll hilll, Mr. Speaker?"
The Speaker said there were provisions in the rules for a Wednes-
day night sitting if the House agreed before 6 p.m., the normal closing
time. I kept on speaking until after 6 p.m. The Speaker then gathered
up his papers and said:
"I call it 6 o'clock and adjollrn this House II111il 3 p./I1. tol/lorrow aJier-
noon. "
The EVENING TELEGRAM reporter wrote this in his paper the
next day:
"The Premier, obviously angered, hastily !!,athered papers and lellers
ji-O/l1 his desk shouting across at Mr. Browne:
'You'll pay for this, Billy Browne, .1'011 'II regret this. Big shot, big shot
Billy Browne. Big bully. YOII'II regret this when 1get throllgh with .1'011. '
He stalked across the .!loor (~lthe HOllse pallsill!!, 10 shake his .linger at
Mr. Browne and repeating, 'When 1 ~et throllgh with VOII and vOllr
buddies, you'll regret this . .. vOII'1I he sorry /01' this he/ore the year is
over.'"
He strode angrily across the floor. In doing so, he dropped some
papers, so I said politely:
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"Mr. Premier, you have dropped some of your papers. "
He looked around, picked them up and rushed out of thl
Chamber.
The report went on,
"Mr. Browne commented 'the Premier must have had a bad day. ' "
The report ended with this remark:
"Mr. Smallwood had spent most of the day with a 19-member party on a
tour of the proposed Baie d 'Espoir hydro development site and arrived in
the House shortly after 4 p.m."
It was a strange thing for the Premier to have done, since he wa:
such a stickler for people keeping order. Actually, there was more ordel
in the House when he wasn't there than when he was. How could hI
justify calling other people to order when he so often ignored the rule~
himself? It is obvious that he didn't like being thwarted in his desigr
that evening.
A few days after this strange event, on June 3rd, I was the subjecl
of a different kind of attention from the Premier. The occasion was tht
fortieth anniversary of my first election to the House of Assembly ir
1924. Mr. Walter Monroe had recently been chosen as Leader of tht
Opposition - I don't remember what name our party had then - and I
ran successfully with Sir John Crosbie and William Linegar in the three·
man district of St. John's West in the election which took place on Junt
2nd, 1924. At that time it took all night to count the votes, because the)
all had to be brought to a single central place in St. John's West, anc
each ballot would have from one to three names on it and all had to bt
tallied very carefully. All the votes had to be mixed in a huge box, so it
wasn't until the day following the election that the results wen
declared.
On June 3rd, 1964, the Premier said:
"I note that 40 years ago today the Honourable Member was elected to
this chamber, which has never been the same since . .. Newfoundland
has neven been the same since, and I'm sure I haven't been the same
since. He has taught us all a very great lesson - 'that you'd beller do
your homework.' He has a tremendous capacity for work, he is in-
defatigable and unconquerable. It has been a great 40 years and he is able
to look back and see where he has influenced the course of events in
Newfoundland. We sometimes wish him in Hong Kong or Timbuctoo,
but this is only for a passing moment . .. he was meant to keep his stern
eye on the government. I've often told the members of my Cabinet
before they would come into the Chamber, 'You'd beller be on your toes
and have all the answers ready because Billy will be after you. ' There is a
big slump when he's not in the Chamber; rarely has there been a member
like him in this House. "
To this unexpected and generous tribute, our Leader James Greene
added:
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"The province can have no greater hope than that people of this ability
will be allracted to public life. "
In replying, I said that I couldn't refrain from remarking:
"This is a very different atmosphere from a week ago when the Premier
shook his finger and said he'd get even with me. I think he's found a
perfect way because coming from a man of such ability and dynamic
energy these compliments are almost embarrassing. I have loved every
minute spent in this House and believe it is the duty of every member to
find out all he can about Newfoundland until it is almost second nature
to him. We are here today and gone tomorrow and should try to emulate
the good in the men who came before us and set some example for those
who will come after. "
When I finished and sat down I was given a desk-thumping ovation
Jy the members on both sides of the House of which I had first become
1 member forty years earlier.
In the evening, the members of our party and their wives invited me
md my wife to dinner at the Hotel Newfoundland. I should say that I
°ound it much harder to reply to a toast in my honour in the evening
han I had found it in the House of Assembly.
During this session, the Government decided to increase the indem-
lity payable to members of the House of Assembly and also to increase
lilowances for expenses, so that the gross payment of $6,500 would
"epresent an increase of $1,500 over the prevailing rate. I said that the
westion of increased payment to the staff should also be raised at this
ime. The Premier said that the matter would be considered but it would
Je dealt with by the Internal Economy Commission. Very few spoke on
his subject, as nobody could be against it. I concluded my remarks by
iaying that it would be welcomed by all but maybe not all of us deserved
t.
The TELEGRAM added in its editorial on the subject, after calling
ny statement the most honest remark made in the House that day:
"There's no 'maybe' about it. "
Later in the session, the Premier announced that the Government
Nas going to pay a bounty of $3 to hog producers in this province for a
:.Jrade A hog. The federal government was doing the same. But as only
lalf the production of hogs is of Grade A quality, the average comes to
S3 per hog. The Premier claimed to be an expert on this subject but no
Jne else was qualified to debate the matter with him. Most of us had a
~eneral knowledge of the large amount of meat imported, and that any
Jlan that would increase local production would be popular. As the
:Jremier pointed out, we had a feed mill and a breeding station on Por-
ugal Cove Road for hogs, and we had a processing plant at Fort Pep-
Jerell. All we needed were more hogs to keep the processing plant busy.
fhis was a reasonable proposal and the benefits of it lasted a long time.
The City of St. John's had the habit of waiting until a few days
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before the end of the session to bring in any bills that it wished to havl
passed. This was done in 1954, and again in 1963 and 1964 when thl
members were already planning on returning home and there was goin!
to be less attention paid to legislation. Not many of the members frorr
the districts outside of St. John's would be much interested anyway.
I find in Act No. 81, which received the royal assent on June 20
1963, the following section:
"Section 3, sub-section lf - The Lieutenant Governor in Council may at
any time and from time to time by order enlarge or decrease the area of
the City and the new boundaries of the City shall be delimited in the
order. "
I consider this as unfair as it rides roughshod over the City Counci
which has been elected by the taxpayers of the city. This section is stil
part of the Act and was used in 1982 to extend the city limits con
siderably. I doubt the wisdom of such a provision as I am sure of its un
fairness. The city should only be enlarged at the request of the Cit~
Council, and only by mutual agreement.
In 1964, there was a provision in Act No. 95 which was given roya
assent on June 10th dealing with land brought within the city limits b~
an order dated December 10th, 1963, giving the Council the right to ap
praise and impose tax on the properties newly made a part of the city
This section was deemed to have come into effect on December 10th
1963.
It has never been made clear to me why the Government expand:
the city boundaries without the consent of, and sometimes contrary to
the wishes of the City Council, nor has it ever seemed right or just to me
that properties incorporated into the city in this fashion should bl
charged immediately with some form of taxation when no services an
provided. It may be added that persons generally are not allowed t(
build unless there are water and sewerage services adjacent to the pro
perty - which means that they are not allowed to build on land or
which they have to pay taxes. This is obviously unjust. Making a ta)
retroactive for six months also seems unjust.
Looking over my correspondence for 1964, I discovered that I hac
sent a New Year's gift in the form of a United States money order to m~
cousin Laura MacDonald in Brooklyn, New York. She was ill at the
time and her sight was very bad so she wasn't able to move around ven
much. Imagine how I felt when she wrote me returning the money ordel
because it had the wrong date, January 2nd, 1963, instead of Januan
2nd, 1964. I often wonder why the banks don't use more discretion ir
cases of this kind, as it was so obviously an error that frequently hap,
pens at the turn of the year. I think that most cheques and money order~
are rejected because it is the rule, although a senior officer, if it wen
shown to him, might be willing to accept it, seeing that it was a mone)
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Jrder from another bank.
Laura used to write me very chatty letters from time to time with
lews of our mutual friends in New York, on Long Island and at Staten
sland. She referred to one dear lady, Mrs. Couillard, who was ninety-
;ix years old and was doing well. This lady was a long time friend of
Jurs who had married a French Canadian sea captain. After his death,
md before moving to New York, she lived in a very comfortable home
n the Goulds near Forest Pond. We used to visit her quite often and
;ample her dandelion champagne.
We received another cheerful letter from our friend May Wing
lohn in Vancouver inviting us to visit them any time we wished. We did
nanage to do so a year or two later and were really looked after
Jeautifully and enjoyed our trip immensely.
We had several very kind Chinese friends. Two of these were Mr.
md Mrs. Ernest Tan, whom I have mentioned earlier. They were the
Jarents of Richard and Ronald Tan, whom we knew well when they
,vere students at the University of Toronto. Julia and Ernest sent us an
~aster card with their love and best wishes. They had given us several
:ordial invitations to visit Hong Kong and said they would show us the
;ights around the city. Unfortunately, that proved to be impossible, as
VIr. Tan died very suddenly on the 5th of October, 1964. He was a great
oss as he was a splendid husband and father and friend. He seemed to
Je happy with us and we were certainly very happy in his company. It
,vas difficult for Ronald to get into medical school. The first year he
,vas turned down, but he kept on studying and improving his education
1S he worked for an M.A. in Science. Eventually he was accepted in the
~aculty of Medicine at the University of Toronto from which he
~raduated in due course, and both he and his brother Richard are now
Jractising in Hong Kong.
On September lIth, 1964, the P.e. Party held a conference at
Fredericton. Bill Perlin and I attended. At that time, Dalton Camp was
)resident of the association. After the National Conference on Cana-
jian goals was concluded, the principal speakers were asked for their
;omments and criticisms of the meetings. I have in my files a copy of
:he evaluations and the best one I found was by Right Honourable John
Diefenbaker, who at that time was Leader of the Opposition in the
House of Commons. I found his statement to be the most easily
lnderstood. He said:
"We welcome, and no one more than I, you who have come here for the
purpose of giving us the benefit of your views, to let us have something
of the idealism of the sense of history, that all politicians must have. No
party, no philosophy of the party can be changeless. No party in the light
of the tradition of the Conservative party can espouse reaction or em-
brace extremism."
Later in his speech he said:
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"No politician without advice could, in the technological world oftoday,
carryon the manifold and complex problems of government. . . .
Whatever the difficulties, we ought to be convening similar conferences
every two years. We need the springs of your knowledge to draw from
them the experience of the past. We need also present those who par-
ticipate in public life and know something of the difficulties of
translating the theories of today into the legislation of tomorrow. "
I've gone through all the opinions that Mr. Camp sent out to u:
and I found them, as I found the conference itself, rather abstruse an<
unrelated to our practical problems. Another man I remember meetinl
there was Claude Ryan, at that time the editor of LE DEVOIR, one 0
the principal newspapers in the Province of Quebec, and later thl
Leader of the Liberal party. This was a gathering of party theoretician:
and it was often hard to follow whal was said. In any case, I think tha
the speeches should have been preserved and published so that we coule
have more time to study them and appreciate them better.
In November, 1964, I was in Ottawa. I found my wife looking fine
when she met me at the airport. Margot was there too. She had sufferee
a great loss earlier in the year. She was now a widow, her husband Lewi:
having died in April. Dr. Ryan was a graduate of Dalhousie University
He was, in my opinion, a good doctor and I remember well one occa
sion when he was visiting us in Ottawa. I was ill with, I thought, a bae
cold. He examined me and said that I had better get in touch with m~
regular doctor right away as 1 had pleurisy. My own doctor came in (
hurry and found that Lewis was right. He changed his treatment so tha
in a few days I was well again. I don't remember if that was the time
but I think it was, when several members of the Cabinet were laid ur
with the same complaint, as if we had infected one another.
After Lewis's death Margot sold her house in Richmond and came
with her son to live with us in Ottawa. I thought that she needed a holi
day and I tried to persuade both my wife and Margot to go south for (
while with me, and we could visit Madeleine and Peter. Mae and I hae
visited them both the previous year and I thought it would be nice to sec
them again. During the previous summer Peter's father-in-law, Dr. Ter
cinet, had died in Jacksonville while visiting his daughter and her fami
Iy. He had been ill for over a year. He was a pleasant man and I wa~
sorry that I hadn't had the opportunity of getting to know him bette)
and of having more conversations with him.
Another friend who was taken from us at about the same time wa~
Peggy Renouf, the wife of my longtime law partner and colleague in the
House of Assembly. Peggy was a delightful person, full of wit, and with
a great sense of humour. She used to travel with Rex on his electora
campaigns down the Southern Shore, chatting with the people anc
sounding them out. I remember one occasion when Rex was campaign·
ing in a small community which shall remain nameless. Rex had made c
vigorous speech and then some of the women told Peggy that she had
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lot a thing to worry about, that this was a "P.c. pocket." When, after
he election, the results came in and Rex got only 2 votes out of 38,
:leggy was heard to remark, "If that was a P.c. pocket, then it was a
)ocket with a big hole in it." Besides her husband, Peggy left three
ovely daughters who have since grown into beautiful young women.
It was also in 1964 that Douglas MacArthur, the American
::Jeneral, whose brilliant record of military success, dignity, courage and
enacity I have so long admired, passed from the scene. In my opinion,
le was one of the greatest military leaders of history. What other com-
nanders can match his victorious sweep across the Pacific, his ad-
nirable role in the de-militarization of Japan, or that stroke of genius,
lis daring landing at Inchon which turned the tide in the Korean con-
lict? MacArthur's life was an admirable example of steadfastness to
juty and should be known to all who love nobility of spirit.
The arrival of television in Newfoundland opened a lot of jobs for
lualified people. Edward put in for one and he was told that he was on
he short list and might get a job if Harry Brown didn't get it. Harry
3rown got the job and now is one of the top men with the CBC. Ed-
Nard probably did better by not getting the job with the CBC. Although
le was good at giving sports commentaries on the TV, and also gave
iemonstrations of physical exercises from time to time, he was suited
'or more original work than announcing. Besides, as an inveterate
raveller it would have been difficult for him to be tied down in the same
ocation.
Marjorie wrote to me about this time and told me that Arthur was
)0 a trip to Kansas and all the children had taken ill, and Kathleen was
jown with the mumps on parents' visiting day. Arthur and his partner
Nere travelling a good deal drumming up business, and they thought
hat the key to success lay in these tactics. So Arthur went to Kansas
md then he came to Newfoundland.
However, Marjorie's children had all been doing well in school
Nith Cissy winning a scholarship that gave her tuition and uniforms free
1I the Sacred Heart Convent for three years provided she maintained
he same high standard. She came first out of twenty-five in her class.
,he was praised highly by the Sisters for her examination results. She
lad a high I.Q. Marjorie and Arthur had found that it was expensive to
,end a child to a private school, so that by Cissy winning the scholarship
he problem was solved for her and her parents. It was estimated that
he scholarship was worth about $350 a year for the three year period.
-fer younger sister, Sheila, was in an advanced class for certain children
IS they do not follow the usual courses. They took extra subjects. In my
ime this extra class was unknown here. I don't know if it exists at pre-
;ent. Jamie was playing his clarinet at the Apple Blossom Festival in the
,pring. He was one of forty boys in the Police boys' band. Jamie said
hat the band master's wife was very careful to call them up for their
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practices and kept doing so regularly. Brenda was doing well in school
too, coming first and sometimes second in her class. In July, Marjorie
Sheila and Jamie came with Art to St. John's. Tommy couldn't com,
because he had a paper route, and he didn't want to lose that business
Marjorie took a month's holiday from nursing, but the weather wa~
wet. She and Art came to St. John's and stayed with us and they all en·
joyed the trip a lot. They suffered a great deal of discomfort on the wa)
home because they found it hard to get places to stay, not having giver
notice, and all the hotels and motels along the way were filled. This i~
still a problem for people travelling in Newfoundland and Nova Scoti~
during the summer.
Marjorie found that looking after the house and working at nigh!
was too hard for her so she decided to cut back on her work. She plann·
ed to work only one night a week. In one typical week she had to have,
birthday party for Kathy and an evening party for Sheila and her group
In addition, Kathy was to make her First Holy Communion which th,
parents had to attend and then give a party for all the family. Ther
everybody contracted the flu, but they came out of it all right and th'
children became busy at' school with Tommy and Jamie playing hall
and three quarter pint football. Tommy's team was leading the league
However, they didn't win the championship. They lost by one point
But, of course, their scores were very low in those days. The girls wen
taking skating lessons at Dalhousie rink.
Arthur was working hard. He had been to northern Ne~
Brunswick and to Prince Edward Island, and on a two day trip to Cor·
ner Brook where he did an appraisal job on a damaged trailer belongin~
to one of the Lundrigan companies. Marjorie and Arthur took th'
children to the Halifax winter fair. One day there was a "New
foundland Day" when His Honour the Lieutenant Governor of New-
foundland, Fabian O'Dea, and his wife, were present. Amongst the ex
hibits were ten varieties of live mink, and a large number of birds anc
rabbits such as Marjorie had never seen before.
Jamie started playing hockey as a goal keeper. They practiced al
seven o'clock in the morning at the forum. Marjorie states that or
Saturdays when she was coming home from night duty at the hospital
she would meet the little kids with their packs on their backs going fOI
practice. Marjorie reported that German measles broke out amongs!
them and she became infected herself. The weather wasn't good ir
March, and Marjorie was praying for fine weather to come so thai
Terry and Robbie, the two youngest boys, could get outside to play anc
release some of their energy. The children also did well in the Musi(
Festival. Now they were taking up cooking. Sheila and Brenda wen
baking cakes. They were helped by an electric mixer bought from a pan
of the Christmas gift which I had sent them. As all the children had,
share in the gift they bought things for each other from their portion
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By now (1964) Madeleine had been living in the United States for
hree years. She said she was getting quite used to it but her letters show-
~d that she was still rather homesick. John was working with an elec-
rical company. He seemed pleased with his position and was working
lard at it. He was a good husband and father. Madeleine wrote on one
)ccasion that John had taken his eldest daughter to a father-daughter
::::ommunion Breakfast. I have often heard of a father-son breakfast but
had never heard of one for father-daughter, although I must admit it
s a nice idea.
John and Madeleine now had seven children: Michelle,
::::hristopher, Sean, Moya, David and Jane, all born in Newfoundland,
Nhile the youngest, Deirdre, was born in the States (Marie was not born
lOtil 1968). The older children were in school and doing extremely well,
ilways getting high grades and good marks for behaviour. It is a great
)Ieasure for grandparents to learn that their children's children are do-
ng well in school as they know that it requires application and industry,
md these are good signs in children. Their young people were also
lelpful at home. Their house was quite large, three stories and a base-
nent, so that meant there was a lot of upkeep. Michelle and some of her
'riends helped in removing the wallpaper in her room and painting it
)ink. Chris and Sean did the same thing with the walls in their room.
V1adeleine was doing other parts of the house as well. It was a big
lOdertaking but it made much improvement in the appearance of the
louse. "Deedee," the baby, was only about six months old and she was
he recipient of everyone's attention, especially Michelle's. Madeleine
old me that both Christopher and Sean were interested in making
nodel ships. I think they received kits as presents and they both became
fascinated with the hobby. It is interesting to note that Christopher is
lOW a carpenter in New Jersey and Sean is a carpenter, too, out West in
:he state of Oregon.
In the House of Assembly in 1964 there were many important acts
passed. Most of the legislation consisted of amendments to former acts,
but amongst those which I consider the most important were the Public
Utilities Act, the Act that confirmed an agreement made with James
Boylen to operate mines and explore for minerals, the College of
Fisheries Act, the Salt Cod Fish Marketing Board Act, and its compa-
nion the Salt Cod Fish Marketing Control Act.
The College of Fisheries Act was very valuable. There was a great
number of applications from prospective students at the College of
Fisheries, so much so that the College couldn't take them all and
presumably took the best ones. This institution has been of great
benefit to the students and I am sure it will be for years to come. The
nature of the fishery has changed completely. The present period in our
history has more problems dealing with the fishery than at any other
time in my memory. Undoubtedly, men get training in the College of
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Fisheries but then the sale of fish is controlled by a marketing board, sc
that there is far more regulation and government control over the
fisheries than there ever was before. It was my view from the beginning
as I said in 1951, that there should be some marketing control, but I alsc
think that it would be better if the fishermen were trained to operate co
operatives. This would be of more benefit to them than working fOJ
wages. They would be more independent and they would have the grea
pleasure of working together instead of competing with one another.
The coming of Mr. Boylen to Newfoundland gave encouragemen
to mining and Mr. Smallwood deserves much credit for getting hilt
down here. The mines he worked have been operating ever since, witt
the exception of a year or two, and have brought wealth into this coun·
try.
During this session there were three acts passed dealing with hors(
racing - the Kilbride Harness Club Limited, the Goulds Turf Clut
Limited and the Suburban Turf Club Limited. I feel sure that Re)
Renouf had something to do with at least the first two, if not with th(
third, as he had always been interested in the ponies. There was anothel
act dealing with horse racing - the Horse Racing Regulation and th(
Tax Amendment Act. That also had something to do with races and th(
betting.
On Wednesday, January 13th, the House was supposed to meet fOl
formal closing but nothing was done on that day and the Session wa~
adjourned until January 26th. On that day there was a snowstorm anc
few people attended. Some important acts were mentioned. Referenc(
was made to the act by which the voting age had been reduced from 21
to 19, and to the plan to redevelop the core of the City of St. John'~
where much slum clearing had to take place.
"At the time an effort was made to provide that all persons evicted
would receive such compensation as would ensure that the family unit
was in no worse condition as a result of the expropriation. "
The Session - which was the longest since Confederation - was then
prorogued, but it was announced by the Lieutenant Governor that a
new Session would begin the next day.
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Chapter Twellty- Three
New Session - The New Mills - Offshore Resources -
"Finish the Drive by '65" - Liquor Orgy - Indians
Neglected - Tourist Trade - "Sparks but no Lightning" -
James Boylen - Flying "e" Ranch - The Needs of
Fishermen - Retroactive Legislation - Relocation Plans
On the following day, January 27th, 1965, the Lieutenant Gover-
lor read the Speech from the Throne which outlined some of the plans
)f the Government and indicated the business that would be discussed
juring the session. There were a good many of the old promises. There
-vere going to be three new pulp mills, one described as the largest of its
kind in the world. They would cost more than a hundred million dollars
md were all expected to get underway quickly. Two would be built in
Labrador and would obtain their wood from the timber lands in Central
Labrador. The largest was to be built on Lake Melville by the Jubilee
Iron Corporation which recently had merged with the Newfoundland
:md Labrador Corporation. It had timber holdings totalling 13,000
iquare miles in the Lake Melville area, and was controlled by the Cana-
jian Javelin Corporation which was controlled by Mr. John C. Doyle.
The second Labrador mill was to provide ground wood pulp for
Bowaters Mills in Britain. This was a joint venture of Jubilee Iron Cor-
poration and Bowaters. This mill was to start within six months and
would be in production within two years. The third mill was to be built
at Come by Chance by the Newfoundland Pulp and Chemical Com-
pany. It would cost about $50,000,000, and have an output of a hun-
dred thousand tons of newsprint to be sold in the United States, and
75,000 tons of bleached pulp to be marketed in Europe. The Come by
Chance mill depended on the Government's decision to back a loan of
$15,000,000. This was declared to be the most important piece of
legislation to come before the House during the current session.
The announcement in the Speech from the Throne that there were
to be three new paper mills was bewildering. I must confess that I never
took them seriously. They seemed to be brought in at regular intervals
just for show. I remember vividly the trouble that Sir Richard Squires
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took when he was introducing the legislation for the construction of th{
paper mill at Corner Brook and the power plant at Deer Lake. He spenl
hours explaining it and produced a large number of document!
elaborating on the project. Here now in 1965, Premier Smallwood wa~
introducing bills for three mills at the one time. Only one reached th{
Statute Book, that was the one with the long name - Governmenl
Newfoundland Pulp and Chemical Company Limited (Governmenl
Guarantee and Confirmation of Supplement Agreement) Act. I kno\\
nothing about its history since. It seems to have vanished like the snOW1
of winter.
Instead of a mill at Come by Chance we got the famous oil refiner)
built by John Shaheen, which is one of the monuments to Premier
Smallwood. It's only fair to say that two of his monuments - the
Fisheries College is one and the Memorial University buildings con-
stitute another - were practical and tangible objects and have been
welcomed by everyone. His ambition to have mills constructed is in a
different category. Although the Reid Newfoundland Company spent
many years before they were able to get someone to construct the paper
mill at Corner Brook, Premier Smallwood seemed to have become a
magician and could pull them out of a hat! Most of them seemed to be
out of the hat of John C. Doyle.
The proposed legislation for this mill is a sample of the highly
hopeful speculation found in that Speech from the Throne:
"The House will be asked to guarantee a $15 million bond issue towards
the cost of a pulp and paper mill at Come by Chance.
. . . . the entire output of the mill would be marketed by three companies,
one in Finland, another in Holland and the third in Italy.
The company estimated that it will take from 20 to 24 months to com-
plete the structure and install the machinery.
The mill would use 30,000 HP of Baie d'Espoir electricity and cost $50
million to build.
Of this $10 million would be subscribed as equity capital by the pro-
moters leaving $40 million to be raised by the sale of bonds of which $15
million would be guaranteed by the province.
The period of the guarantee would be somewhat limited, being less than
15 years, and would parallel that of the contracted sale of the mill's out-
put. "
With such exaggerations, it was no wonder that most members
paid little attention to the Speech from the Throne. There was one mat-
ter mentioned that is timely to mention here, "Offshore Oil Rights."
The Throne Speech touched on this lesser-known natural resource
- the deposits of oil and natural gas thought to lie under the ocean on
the Grand Banks and it stated:
"Considerable interest has been aroused by the reported discovery of
signs of important deposits of oil and natural gas in the shallow waters
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lying just beyond our Island shore. My Ministers have granted explora-
tion rights over large sections ofour offshore, underwater areas, and this
coming spring and summer should see substantial activity by way of ex-
ploration by several parties who have received these concessions. "
The EVENING TELEGRAM said:
"The next sentence brought a chuckle from Transport Minister J. W.
Pickersgill watching the opening of the Session; 'the Government of
Canada has raised a question of where the title of these limits lies, but
Newfoundland has little doubt about the matter. It is felt by this pro-
vince that these rights belong initially to the province and not to the
Federal authority. ' "
An act dealing with petroleum and natural gas in the seabed off the
shore of Newfoundland was passed in this session. The matter was
under the Department of Mines and Minerals and Agriculture, of which
Mr. Keough was the Minister at the time. The Act gave the Government
power to make regulations regarding the operation of drilling and issue
of permits to people who might desire to apply for them.
Reference was made in the Speech to the Trans-Canada Highway
and the slogan that was posted in several places - "We shall finish the
drive by '65, thanks to Mr. Pearson". This was a good advertisement
for Mr. Pearson in his next election, but mailY people told us that the
rush to finish the Trans-Canada Highway in this fashion was very ex-
pensive, and that most of the work would have to be done again. That
prophecy turned out to be too true, and for years after '65 engineers
and the Highway Department worked to improve the road that had
been so quickly built.
The Premier was a man of many moods and tenses. On opening
day, when things weren't taken too seriously, he indulged in a little
humour, particularly, as he thought, at my expense. He said that I
thought:
"the Newfoundland Legislature is not halfas good as the House ofCom-
mons at Ottawa and that the House of Commons is the repository (~r all
the political wisdom in Canada. But we need him here and we won't let
him get elected in the next federal election. "
He said that for the next election, he was going to have posters made
saying" Joey needs Billy Browne."
The Premier enjoyed it and was very happy over the contents of the
Speech from the Throne. Later in reference to the recent death of Sir
Winston Churchill which had been referred to in the Speech, he slated
that he had been present at the funeral and that Canada had the greatest
representation of any nation.
Although the Premier didn't see fit to have a committee to in-
vestigate the public accounts annually, he caused an advertisement to be
placed in the FINANCIAL POST in Toronto which has, I suppose, the
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greatest circulation in Canada of any financial paper, advertising for a
financial adviser. He wanted a man who had experience, preferably
gained in some investment firm or financial institution. He wanted one
who would be currently employed at a salary in the $20,000 a year
range. The contract was to be for five years.
On opening day after the Speech from the Throne had been read,
the motion for the appointment of a committee to prepare an Address
in Reply was moved by Dr. Cliff Joy, the pediatrician who was largely
responsible for the establishment of the Dr. Charles A. Janeway Child
Health Centre at Pleasantville, and seconded by Mr. Ross Barbour. The
Leader of the Opposition then praised both men, but especially Mr.
Barbour, and spoke of his ambition to have a branch of the Unemploy-
ment Insurance Commission here to deal with the problems arising out
of Newfoundlanders trying to obtain their unemployment insurance. It
seems strange now to think that at that period there was no office look-
ing after the problems of the unemployed, and that even as late as 1965
difficult matters had to be referred to Moncton for settlement. Mr. Bar-
bour was to live to see his ambition fulfilled.
On the order paper for February 1st, the Opposition had 242 ques-
tions, of which I had 135 and Jim Greene had 86. All our members had
some questions to ask. I am still wondering why the Premier made
reference to me in his speech following Mr. Greene's, because 1 had not
spoken in the debate at the time. Incidentally, Jim Greene made a splen-
did speech, one of the best he made in the House of Assembly. It was a
major loss to Newfoundland when he decided to resign and not offer
himself as a candidate any further. In his speech he made a reference to
Mr. Smallwood's earlier fisheries commission and report and agree-
ment with the Federal Government for a National Fisheries Policy. He
said:
"It is appropriate that fisheries should be given pride of place in the
Speech from the Throne, but more has been said than done in this mat-
ter. "
He felt that the people had been fooled and deceived and were disap-
pointed. He said that after all the talk of the fish marketing board, it
hadn't yet been brought before the House of Commons, and he
wondered what had happened.
Dr. Noel Murphy criticized the Government again because it was a
regular annual procedure for us to make comment on the absence of
Hansard. The latest volume available for us dated from 1957 and
nothing had been published since then. He pointed out that the only
two provinces that don't have a Hansard are British Columbia and
Newfoundland. Dr. Murphy had made some study of the practice and
found that Manitoba, Alberta, Ontario, Saskatchewan, Nova Scotia
and Quebec publish Hansards almost immediately.
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"In Prince Edward Island, House proceedings are taped and published a
year later. New Brunswick publishes an account every two days. "
He appealed to Premier Smallwood's sense of history:
"There he is with a great private collection oj Newjoundlandia to be
turned over to the province eventually, while rejusing to make public the
greatest historical collection on the island. "
His remarks received no comment from the Government side of
the House.
In the course of his speech, Dr. Murphy spoke of the need for re-
establishing the Town Council of Corner Brook. The town had been
under a commission since 1963 and it should now have been ready to
resume its responsibilities with a Town Council. He also pointed out
that there were only twenty people employed at the West Coast gypsum
plant although seventy people were employed at the gypsum quarries at
Flat Bay. He said that this would seem to be against government policy
which was in favor of exporting finished goods rather than raw
materials, and he wondered what the rcason was. There was no reply to
this.
Dr. Murphy made a fine speech dealing with the needs and the
complaints of the people of the West Coast, but at the same time he
congratulated the Government for obtaining the services of Lord
Russell Brain as a one-man Royal Commission on health and noted that
he had once been a student of Lord Brain.
He further pointed out that no one from the West Coast had been
included on the twelve-man Royal Commission on Education and
Youth, and he deplored the fact that there was no woman on the educa-
tion commission either; he thought that a woman should be on such a
commission. Dr. Murphy's speech was praised in the EVENING
TELEGRAM, which had previously criticized the Government for its
delay in publishing Hansard.
Dr. Murphy is reported to have said:
"For anyone allelllpting 10 \I'ri,e Ihe hislOrv (dthe period, he has {() relv
al/l1osl ellfirelv on newspaper ([ccounls . ..
unless he was a participant like myself and relied on his memory, but
that's faulty very often. The only truc record of what has taken place in
the House of Assembly is to be found in Hansard and without that we
are lost.
In the days of Sir Robert Bond, the proceedings of the House of
Assembly and the Legislative Council used to be published in the
EVENING TELEGRAM in serial form. After the advent of Sir Edward
Morris, the proceedings of the House of Assembly were published an-
nually down to 1928. In addition, journals of the House of Assembly
were published during that period. The journals were interesting and
contained valuable information on all the activities of the various
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Departments of the Civil Service and reports of various commissions.
Frequently Premier Smallwood did not publish reports when they were
adverse. Since Confederation there has been no second chamber or
Legislative Council, so that the work should be less than it was in the
days between 1912 and 1928.
In answer to a question asked by James Greene dealing with the
cost of the reception for Mr. Pearson, the Premier replied that he had
been informed that three hundred people had been invited to meet the
Prime Minister at the Bella Vista Club on his visit in October, 1964.
However, he said that fifteen hundred uninvited guests had showed up
and that nobody knew whether they were invited or not and they were
all allowed in. The result was that seven hundred bottles of liquor were
consumed at a cost to the Newfoundland Government of $6,700 -
what a liberal party!
Captain Earl Winsor, the Liberal member for Labrador North,
shocked the other members when he informed them in a passionate
speech that while all the talk was going on about the Iron Ore Com-
pany, the three pulp and paper mills, and the largest hydro-electric
power development in the world, the Indians in his district were living in
most primitive conditions. He had seen little children crawling around
on green boughs in a canvas tent which was their dwelling in summer
and winter, when temperatures fell as low as 40 degrees below zero F. I
remember discussing with Honourable Ellen Fairclough when I was at
Ottawa, the proposal of a joint program to build homes for the Indians
at North West River. Captain Winsor, to my surprise, said that this had
been abandoned after a few homes had been built, and he recommend-
ed that it be renewed. This account of the way that our Indians were
treated was a sad commentary on the Government. Since that time, the
Indians have become better educated and more vocal. I hope that the
living conditions have improved accordingly.
Captain Winsor paid just tribute to the religious organizations
which had provided spiritual and physical leadership to the people long
before Labrador achieved its present importance.
Another member from Labrador, Charlie Devine, complained of
the high air fare of $150 return from Wabush to St. John's charged by
the Eastern Provincial Airways. The profits from this route were sub-
sidizing the company for its losses on other routes to the Maritime Pro-
vinces. He pleaded for the construction of a gravel road, at least, to the
Quebec boundary - a distance of only twenty miles. It was a com-
paratively modest request considering the vast wealth being produced
and likely to be produced in the area. He also complained that although
90 per cent of the population spoke English, the radio of the Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation was supplied on a 50-50 basis, 50 per cent
English and 50 per cent French.
The debate on the motion for an Address in Reply to the speech of
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the Lieutenant Governor went on for several days with many members
speaking from both sides of the House. At one point when I asked the
Premier how many meetings of the Newfoundland Power Commission
had taken place, he replied:
"No record is kept of meetings, but they're meeting all the time."
This was a strange way for a commission to act.
Mr. Walter Carter, who represented White Bay North, stated that
in his district 49 per cent of 700 pupils in grade nine had failed their ex-
aminations the previous year and he thought that this was due to the
lack of qualifications of the teachers. Accordingly, he recommended
that greater attention be given to raising the standard of teachers
employed. He praised the policy of the federal government under John
Diefenbaker in financing the construction of vocational schools.
The Speech from the Throne had also noted that the completion of
the Trans-Canada Highway would be celebrated the following year by
inviting
"Newfoundlanders in all parts of the world to come here to their native
land to see for themselves the changes and improvements that have taken
place since the country became a Province of Canada. "
The year 1966 would be "Come Home Year".
Ambrose Peddle, our member from Grand Falls, spoke at length
on the tourist trade. He stated that there should be a complete
reorganization of the committee looking after this important industry.
Some of those in charge seemed to think that tourism depended on tuna
fishermen. He stressed the importance of having suitable restaurants
and he gave some of his personal experiences of discomfort, untidy
restaurants and strange regulations. As an illustration he told of the oc-
::asion when he went into a restaurant and ordered a ham sandwich at
the lunch counter. Then he went into the lounge and bought a bottle of
beer, but he was told there by the waitress that he couldn't eat the sand-
wich there. He went back to the lunch counter and sat down and was
told that he couldn't drink the beer there. Another time he went to a
~ervice station to get a tire repaired, and was told by the operator that
he was too busy and to come back the next day. There is no doubt that
mch experiences would discourage people from wishing to return. As
the Trans-Canada Highway hadn't yet been finished, it was desirable
that instructions should be given to people who were operating tourist
establishments on the way they should behave towards tourists coming
to Newfoundland. It was desirable that the first impressions that they
would get be good ones.
On February II th I spoke in the debate. I referred to the fact that
industry on Bell Island was declining, and it looked as if the iron ore
mines there would be displaced by the developments taking place in
Labrador. I drew to the attention of the House that Bell Island had
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once been a fishing and farming community, with vessels being buill
and repaired at Lance Cove. It has suitable soil for agriculture and i~
well situated for fishing. Attention should be given to these industrie~
on Bell Island. Generally speaking, agriculture should form a more im-
portant part of government policy that it has up to the present time.
With potatoes at 8 cents a pound and turnips at 6 cents a pound then
was an opportunity for Newfoundland produce to obtain sales, if then
were outlets, and I recommended that there should be some outlel
created either at the Avalon Mall or at some other prominent place.
where the public could buy the produce without the vendors having tc
go around from door to door to sell it.
The recent employment of a financial adviser by the New·
foundland government was praised. I had recommended this previous·
ly. At the same time, I would have liked to know the results of the min(
expert who had recently been engaged. We had no report of his fin·
dings. The Premier replied, "he has done his work and made recom-
mendations for greater revenue from mining operations." He had beer
paid his fee, but the government had profited by having him engaged. 1
drew attention to the fact that in Quebec they had recently made som(
alterations to their mining laws so as to bring in greater revenue for th(
province and at the same time provide greater security to the miners.
I also spoke on the subject of the newly-proposed Arts and Cultun
Centre which was to be built for 1967, the centenary of the Canadiar
Confederation, and I spoke about the guaranteeing of the loan of 1:
million dollars for the Come by Chance mill. I didn't look with favolll
on this loan, and actually this mill was never built and the loan wa~
never given. I moved a motion of non-confidence in the Governmenl
because it had appointed five Royal Commissions without giving th(
House of Assembly an opportunity to discuss them. Obviously the mo·
tion was lost by a party vote.
At one point I read an article from LE DEVOIR. The Premiel
spoke up and said, "Read it in French. This is a bilingual country." Sc
I read a couple of sentences in French, but a couple of people on th(
other side snickered as if they thought that was funny. I reverted tc
English because most of the members were not able to follow it in
French.
Ray Guy from the EVENING TELEGRAM covered my speech fOJ
that paper. Apparently I was honoured by having a full house in atten·
dance both from the members and from the spectators. Premiel
Smallwood was also present, although he was signing papers all th(
afternoon, but he had an eye open and an ear open for what I was say·
ing. The heading in the paper said, "There were sparks, but there wa~
no lightning." That this should be so was due, I believe, to th(
moderating effect which the Opposition had exerted on the Govern·
ment, getting it to conduct its business better.
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The scandals that had occurred in the earlier years had left their
mark, and although Premier Smallwood was still ready to guarantee up
to 15 million dollars for a fourth or fifth paper mill, the projects failed
to get the necessary equity capital to qualify for such a substantial loan.
I noted that John C. Doyle was still in circulation, but he was not
as prominent as in the earlier years. I praised the character of the late
Sir Winston Churchill for his statesmanship, his courage and his ab-
solute integrity. He exemplified all that was good in the British people
and deserved to be ranked amongst the immortals. All of our members
spoke. Bill Smith dwelt on the needs of his district which he claimed had
been neglected by the Government. He wondered if BRINCO could sell
Churchill Falls power to Quebec without Newfoundland's permission.
The Premier answered, "No." But with permission or not, all the
power did go to Quebec, to the continuing detriment of Newfoundland.
Jim Greene asked the Minister of Labour how many men were
working at mining, but was told that they didn't have the figures on
that. Mr. Lane, the Minister of Fisheries, gave a lengthy speech explain-
ing what had been done in regard to draggers, and roads to resources,
and the many other things which had been done for the fishermen dur-
ing several years.
Dr. McGrath spoke on the work done by his Department of Health
and told us of the number of persons in 'Pre-Med' and Medical School.
It would be some years before the effect of the new Medical School
would be felt. He did emphasize that in the previous year the Govern-
ment decided to have degrees for nurses, but the unfortunate thing
about the situation now was that the nurses couldn't be persuaded to go
and work in isolated places. The Government couldn't get a nurse, and
it was very difficult to get a doctor or dentist, to go to the isolated set-
tlements. The nurses who could take degrees would be more likely to be
employed in teaching.
The question of providing pensions for City Council members and
the mayor was discussed favourably. Consideration was given to the
::onditions under which pensions would be paid. This was probably due
to the fact that Mayor Mews had been with the city for 22 years (16 as
Mayor) and was now retiring, and he was certainly entitled to a pension
for his services.
Dr. Rowe made a lengthy speech and answered some of the
lfguments brought up by our leader. It had been said that the Govern-
ment should have discussed the question of the Royal Commission deal-
ing with the imposition of the school tax. He said that it had never been
jiscussed in Cabinet meetings; therefore, the Government would not in-
:erfere as the schools belonged to the churches and they all had their
;chool boards. He stated that never in its history had the people had
better representatives than they had now. The people of Newfoundland
Jught to be proud of their representatives. Dr. Rowe went into a great
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deal of detail regarding the work that the Government had done fOJ
agriculture which, on my questioning, he admitted was assisted partl)
by grants from Ottawa. He stated that 23,000 acres of farm land hac
been cleared and that they had built 200 miles of farm access road:
(costing $2,000,000); they had redeemed 2,000 acres of bogland. He
pointed out that the soil of Newfoundland is largely acid, even sour
The Government had supplied thirteen tons of limestone at $2 a ton tc
improve the nature of the soil, and this would have cost $14 per ton if i
were bought on the market. The Government had imported 1,850 pun
breed animals, rams and bulls, costing $250,000 Thousands of cattle
had been tested for various diseases and were found to be clear of TB
The Flying "L" Ranch at the village of Winterland neal
Marystown received the sum of $30,000 for the winter feeding of the
cattle herd on the Burin Peninsula. This herd had been brought fron
the railway head alo"ng the route, preceded by the Premier himself or
horseback. This was another one of the Premier's efforts to improve
cattle raising, which he considered a very important method 0
agricultural production in Newfoundland. Unfortunately, like man~
other plans, it didn't succeed.
The Farm Loan Board had loaned $1,600,000 to three hundrec
farmers since 1957. Here again I will comment that it was since 1957
the year that John Diefenbaker became Prime Minister. The number 0"
farm tractors increased from 50 to 500 in that time. Again, 1957 was the
low water mark. Amongst other things, forty students had been given,
two year course in agriculture, and the province was producing 90 pel
cent of the eggs consumed in Newfoundland in 1965. The hog breedin!
station was equipped with 600 breeding sows. It was planned to produce
all the pork required by the people of Newfoundland. There was,
Government-established feed mill supplying half the feed necessary fOI
livestock. There was also a modern egg grading station, a poultry pro
cessing plant and an abattoir. The value of mink produced wa:
estimated at $4,000,000. Under the 90-10 arrangement brought in b~
Mr. Pearson the Trans-Canada Highway now had higher standards fOI
the road, increasing the width from 22 to 24 feet and the shoulders fron
5 feet to 12 feet. Dr. Rowe also stated that the Government had done
more on a per capita basis for Labrador than for any other part of the
province, by building roads and a bridge across the Pinware River, am
other work was presently in progress for improving facilities aroum
Goose Bay and Happy Valley and North West River. In answer to the
criticism of Ambrose Peddle, Dr. Rowe said that there were 400 licenc
ed tourist establishments and a great majority were clean, decent am
acceptable.
This was a fine debating speech covering most of the criticism:
levelled at the various government departments. The Opposition hac
pointed out certain outstanding defects and criticized them. The
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Government was able to give a general account of what had been done
since 1957; it was an impressive list of figures and one that we wouldn't
question for a minute. In fact, we claimed that the P.c. Government at
Ottawa was responsible for financing the expenditures and the im-
provements that had taken place in many of the industries. Mr. Walter
Hodder, the Member for Burgeo-LaPoile, lamented the fact that the
Government had failed to announce a 12-mile limit to keep foreign
draggers outside. The fishermen were very disappointed at the failure of
the federal government in this respect.
Mr. Geoffrey Carnell, the Liberal member for St. John's North,
suggested that the members representing the various St. John's districts
should have a conference to see how they could help in solving the
dispute with the longshoremen. I do not remember anything coming of
that. He also suggested that a provincial park be established in the area
of Bauline, since there were no parks in this region east and north of St.
John's, and since the completion of the Marine Drive would attract
tourists.
He hoped that the Government would give this some thought, to
Nhich Premier Smallwood replied, "We were thinking about it all the
:ime."
"Right you are, Sir, " said Mr. Carnell, "I'd like for you to think of it
some more."
I was delighted to hear Mr. Carnell speak emphatically about the need
for improving the roads in my district in order to get to his own, and
also with the idea of having a park in that area.
Mr. Rex Renouf was one of the last speakers from our side on the
Throne Speech and he urged that the Government re-enter the matter of
the longshoremen's strike, and try to persuade the ship owners to settle
it. I had experience in two longshoremen's strikes that I shall always
remember. This kind of strike is not easy to settle. I don't think that the
Government made an effort on the matter, except perhaps to provide a
conciliation officer. Mr. Renouf also made a plea for some help to the
people in the Goulds who still had no electric light in their homes, even
with the talk of electricity and its low prices. He also advocated im-
provement of the road from the Main Line near Doyles down through
Petty Harbour to Maddox Cove and beyond to join up to the road to
Cape Spear. This is something that I knew about for I had gone over it
in my car in 1924 during that election campaign with Sir John Crosbie
and Mr. W. Linegar. It was worse in 1964 that it had been then
although we had made efforts to get it repaired and rebuilt, but this
wasn't done: Mr. Spencer had to "cater to the people of Newfoundland
before he catered to the tourists."
On March 1st, the House was treated to a surprising speech by Ed-
ward Spencer, the former Minister of Finance, and now a backbencher
representing the district of Fogo. Instead of climbing on the band-
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wagon, the former Cabinet Minister announced that he would be step·
ping on some people's toes. He said that he was greatly disappointec
that fishermen in his district were "sadly neglected" and had to "wresl
a living from the sea under the most intolerable conditions." He saic
that it was sad to see the few facilities available to the fishermen, anc
that they received no encouragement in their work. He added that man)
men had given up the fishery and others would follow unless things im-
proved. Here was a former Cabinet Minister thoroughly familiar witt
the work of the Government, pointing out as none of us on the Opposi·
tion side was able to do so well, how deficient some of the fishing set·
tlements were in the facilities necessary for the proper prosecution oj
the industry, and this despite Premier Smallwood's two big fishery pro·
grams.
People who live in S1. John's must wonder what it is that fishermer
want to keep fishing. It is necessary 10 have different things in differenl
places depending on the nature of the settlement and its location. Has il
a harbour? Sometimes it is necessary to build a breakwater or two, a~
we did at S1. Bride's in Placentia Bay and make a harbour. A shelterec
place permits boats to be launched and landed safely. Sometime~
fishermen need a landing slip, or often a winch, for hauling boats UI
over the beach, as it wouldn't be safe to leave them off the beach wher
the weather is rough. Sometimes these winches would be operated b)
gasoline engines. Fishermen need navigational aids, harbour lights, anc
the foghorn to warn them of the land when they cannot see it because 01
thick fog. These aids and other needs, especially a community stage, an
necessities which no fishermen could afford to construct for himself
Merchants used to have wharves when buying dried salt fish. Wher
there is no wharf, the Government will usually build one if it is needec
and there is a suitable place.
In some settlements there would be no need for the Government tc
do anything, such as Quidi Vidi, the old village that now forms th<
eastern part of the City of St. John's. My father fished there with twc
cod traps for three summers. He received no government assistance 0
any kind. I know of no other fisherman back in 1910, 1911, 1912, ir
Quidi Vidi at least, asking the Government for anything. I am sure tha
there were things that needed to be built, rebuilt or repaired in every set·
tlement in my riding of St. John's West. Many of my constituents whc
lived outside S1. John's lived by the sea. Their work was on the sea.
Many Newfoundlanders used to go to Boston to get jobs on th<
fishing vessels sailing out of Gloucester. Some stayed in the States anc
others came back home when their work up there was over, or when th<
season was beginning in Newfoundland in the spring of the year. M)
Aunt Molly, my mother's sister, married George Greene who belongec
to Point Verde, a fishing settlement near Placentia. He was drownec
from a ship out of Gloucester. His son was born a couple of month~
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after. It was very sad. The son was named George, after his father, but
he didn't follow the sea. Fishermen from Newfoundland, especially
from the southwest part of the island, were always welcomed by
Gloucester skippers.
I was glad to hear Mr. Spencer praise the operator of a fish plant
that had been constructed by the Fishery Development Authority in
Seldom. It was capable of handling 2,000 quintals of fish a day which
was a fair sized plant. Mr. Spencer spoke very highly of the work that
was carried on there. A quintal of fish was the equivalent of a hundred
weight, which was actually one hundred and twelve pounds in weight.
Fishermen measure their catches by the estimated weight when the fish
has been cleaned and salted and washed and dried. It takes from two
and a half to three quintals of green or freshly caught fish to make one
quintal of salted dried fish.
When the Newfoundlander talks of fish, he generally means cod-
fish, although Mr. Spencer said that many people had left the cod
fishery and were now making a good living out of lobsters and salmon.
Mr. Spencer had held several important positions in the Govern-
ment. He was a very experienced man, even when I first knew him in
1918 when we worked together at Bell Island. He was anxious to learn
new things but he was already, in my opinion, a highly qualified
surveyor. Years afterwards I wasn't surprised to see him superintendent
of highroads construction. Later he became prominent in airport con-
struction and operation, and for a time worked in Ontario. The people
of Fogo were lucky to have so able and experienced a man as Neddie
Spencer representing them, although he was then over seventy years of
age.
Mr. Curtis also spoke in the Address in Reply debate. He spoke of
BRINCO and the Churchill Falls development and he also advised the
House that the Atlantic Development Board had advanced twenty
million dollars for the development of the power at Bay d'Espoir. I
couldn't understand why that was given. It hadn't been requested of us
when we were in power. When Mr. Southam came to me he only en-
quired as to financing, by way of loan, the construction of the transmis-
sion line from Bay d'Espoir to Grand Falls and from there to the West
Coast. Mr. Curtis referred to the mistakes made previously by his
government and said that any mistakes made were "honest mistakes."
Just take one industry, the last big one, the rubber plant at Holyrood.
How could the Attorney General attempt to justify the incompetence
and the losses caused by this company? If the affairs that went on at the
rubber plant at Holyrood could be called an "honest mistake" then
words have lost their meaning.
It was curious that when Mr. Smallwood was closing the debate on
the Address in Reply he should say that the members of the opposition:
"were always crilicising, never praising, never giving one word oj COI11-
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mendation. "
and "generally representing the Government as unfair, ungenerous, and
unjust. "
As usual the Premier was exaggerating, as I had praised many thing
which I thought had deserved praise. On the other hand it is not so sur
prising, for the Premier always resented criticism and often seemed t<
feel that the role of the Opposition was to praise Her Majesty's Govern
ment of Newfoundland for its prudence and wisdom.
Early in March the Government brought in a bill to exempt th,
North Star Cement Company in Corner Brook from the payment 0
Social Security Assessment Taxation. We were told that the compan:
wished to increase its capacity by 50 per cent and the exemption wa
necessary. The bill was to be made retroactive to the date of incorpora
tion - thirteen years before!
I tried to get the Premier to tell us something about the corpora
tion, but the Premier was loath to give the House any information. W,
found that the company had never paid this tax and it was a matter 0
wonder why the bill was being brought in at all because all the mone:
that went into the construction of this plant was supplied by th,
Government. We had been told that the company was making half.
million dollars a year in profits and now we were asked to give it ;
guarantee of a two and half million dollar loan. It would seem that if i
was making that kind of money, it should have no difficulty on its OWl
account in getting a loan from a bank. Under cross-examination by me
the Premier admitted that payments, on account of the purchase of tho
plant by the new owners, would be deferred for five years. The Premie
wasn't sure, when he was talking to me, whether he had been chairmal
of the company. He had to ask the Attorney General sitting next tl
him. He said, "Les, was I Chairman of that company?" It created;
laugh in the legislature.
The Supplementary Supply Bill was another "hodgepodge" of ex
penses not voted by the House of Assembly, or of over-expende<
amounts which were all swept together, and one application was mad
to his Honour the Lieutenant Governor to sign a warrant authorizin:
the total expenditure. The Government never used to break down thi
amount, or show how each component became eligible for money. I
seemed to me that this was further proof that the House of Assembl:
wasn't necessary to enable the Government to carryon its functions a
any time, because they seemed to be able to spend money when the:
didn't have it voted, and they were able to get a warrant to cover an:
kind of expenditure that they might make.
The Premier told me to read the Audit Act. But as I read it man'
times, I was fully aware of the provisions that the Government coull
ask for a warrant when an emergency occurred. I didn't think that th
purpose of the Audit Act was to enable the Government to get money a
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any time whether an emergency occurred or not, and whether the
emergency was a created emergency. It seemed to me that the expen-
ditures under the Audit Act should have been made more difficult to
obtain. On this occasion the amount was $12,831,400 and no explana-
tion was given of the different items making up that amount.
On March 7th, 1965, it was simultaneously announced in the
House of Commons at Ottawa and in the House of Assembly in St.
John's that the Federal and Provincial Governments had come to an
agreement upon the relocation of people from small settlements to some
larger settlements in touch with communication systems by road or
water. Mr. Max Lane, the Fisheries Minister, made the announcement
here and stated that the plan was meant to remove 4,000 to 5,000
families out of their small settlements.
Sound Island, where my father was born and grew up, and Barren
Island nearby, where my mother had taught school for three years, were
deserted like many other settlements in Placentia Bay and other bays
around Newfoundland. Relocation took place in a settlement when 90
per cent of the adult population were satisfied to move. Some smart
businessmen got into the new settlements and applied for and obtained
grants of land, much to the annoyance of the long-time residents.
Where it was possible, many people loaded their homes on big rafts
with oil drums under them to keep them afloat, and in that manner
floated them from one settlement to their destination.
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Chapter Twenty-Four
New Type Budget - Unrealistic - Budget Debate - Ir-
regularities - Robert Winters - BRINCO - Quebec -
University Growing Pains - Mineral Revenues - Loans and
Investments - Youth's Physical Welfare - Liquor Outlets
- Corruption Again - Free Tuition on Soviet Model -
Physical Education - Monument to Gaspar Cortereal -
Bay d'Espoir
The Honourable Dr. Rowe, Minister of Finance, brought down
his budget on Monday, March 8th. It was a new type of budget. Most
governments deal with three years, giving the final figures for revenues
and expenditures of the previous year, say 1963-64, the expected figures
for the current fiscal year, and the forecast for the following fiscal year.
The debate on the Budget is usually the most important debate during
the session. Members of the Opposition, by dint of asking questions,
have accumulated a large quantity of material of their own to assist
them in discussing the budget intelligently.
In this year Honourable Dr. Rowe, who was a teacher by profes-
sion, had been in the Government for many years with experience as
minister of several departments: - Mines and Resources, Welfare,
Education, Highways and now Finance. He was an author of several
books on education.
He introduced the biggest, largest budget ever seen in New-
foundland up to that time. Here are some of his figures:
ANNUAL AUDIT
1964-65 1965-66
Budget Forecast Actual Budget Forecast
Revenue $116,000,000 $120,000,000 $130,383,000
Expen-
diture $111,000,000 114,000,000 128,717,000
Surplus $ 5,000,000 $ 6,000,000 $ 1,665,800
1964-65
Capital Account
Budget Forecast Actual 1965-66
Revenue $ 46,608,100 $ 54,286,400 50,000,000
Expen-
diture 46,608,100 54,286,400 50,000,000
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In reality, this was not the proper way to do it because this was only
the 8th of March, and as the year didn't expire until March 31st, the
Minister wasn't in a position to say with complete accuracy what the
turnout would be. The Minister gave us a table showing the loans and
investments between 1949 and 1965 - a period of sixteen years - and
then showed the wealth produced bet ween 1949 and 1964 and compared
it with the wealth to be produced in the next sixteen years between
1965-1981. He estimated the population to be 725,000 in 1981 (it is
estimated at 560,000 now in 1983 but the Minister was not responsible
for that discrepancy). His estimated expenditure on education would be
$80,000,000 a year. His estimate was far out in this respect, for the
revised new estimate for education in 1981-82 was $417,000,000.
These are not the sort of statistics we expect to see in a budget. He
wasn't budgeting for sixteen years. Three years were the traditional
years to consider. In regard to production of wealth, similar considera-
tions apply. The idea of a Minister of Finance trying to forecast the
future for fifteen years might be all right in a university lecture but it
was unrealistic in a budget speech in the House of Assembly.
The fact that so many parts of these budget figures balanced
revenue with expenditure exactly would make any person familiar with
budgets and preparing estimates realize that they were guesses rather
than carefully prepared, real, live figures.
The main features of the budget, apart from the great increase in
expenditure from the previous year, was the announcement of free tui-
tion for all first year students at the university.
When the budget had been presented by Dr. Rowe, I asked the
Clerk of the House if 1could get a copy of the estimates. He handed me
one.
"Hold on a minute. Wait a minute. Hold it!" called out the Premier.
"At least give the Minister the courtesy of distributing them."
I apologized, but I was already looking at the estimates. Ed Roberts, the
Premier's new executive assistant, who watched me intentlY, was heard
to say:
"Apart from the Clerk of the House, whose duty it is anyway, he is pro-
bably the only person in Newfoundland who actually reads the
estimates. "
Mr. Roberts was then an observanl young man, destined himself to a
political career.
It has to be remembered that our Opposition party was still without
staff or anyone to help us check figures. Those of us who had offices in
town were able to get some notes typed, but the men from outside 5t.
John's didn't have any assistance.
I was scheduled to be the first speaker on behalf of the Opposition.
There was a large attendance on hand and all the galleries were filled. I
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started out by giving some figures that the Minister hadn't given -
namely the per capita public debt which was growing rapidly and was
now 600 dollars per head of our population. There were funded debt,
unfunded debt, guarantees to industry, leaseback commitments by the
government on buildings which they had erected, unpaid highway
machinery, and unpaid highway construction bills. After one election I
had been told that a supporter of the Liberal party, who was engaged in
supplying highway machinery, had a big order and was able to give a
substantial contribution to the campaign funds of that party, something
in the order of fifty thousand dollars.
I estimated that the Government had a deficit of eighteen million
dollars in 1964-65 instead of a surplus of six million. The Minister of
Finance interrupted to say, "Every government in the world has a
deficit." The Premier tried to distinguish between money spent on
capital account and money spent on current account. He said:
"One is for house building, Ihe olher is for housekeeping. "
To illustrate his point he added:
"II is like comparing Ihe COSI of a rope wilh which 10 hang a man wilh
Ihe cOSI of execuling him. "
"Which would be capilal?" I asked.
The Premier didn't answer.
I wanted to know some details of the province's economy for the
current year and why the increases in the revenue and expenditure were
not shown in the budget.
"They will be made public," the Premier said. "The provincial
economisl is now preparing a I}()oklel showing all Ihese .figures. "
I don't know if that is the same provincial economist who
once told me at Ottawa that he had been employed as an
economist but was never asked his opinion on the economy.
1 stated that the rapid increase in Newfoundland's revenue was due
to the improved treatment of the Atlantic Provinces begun by Prime
Minister Diefenbaker in 1957. Not only do I remember Premier
Smallwood complaining bitterly between 1949 and 1957 of the second
::Iass treatment that he was getting from the Liberal Party at Ottawa,
but 1 remember reading how the celebrated Honourable Angus Mac-
Donald, who had been Premier of Nova Scotia for sixteen years, on one
occasion had regretted that Nova Scotia ever went into Confederation.
None of the Premiers of the Atlantic Provinces could complain of their
treatment now, and all of them had thanked Prime Minister Diefen-
baker, even Premier Smallwood at the 1960 Dominion-Provincial Con-
ference, for his consideration of their previous complaints. The figures
produced by the Minister of Finance speak eloquently of the generosity
and the justice of the Diefenbaker regime which was regarded with en-
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mity by the Premier. For example, our revenue increased from
$35,600,000 in 1952 to $48,100,000 in 1957 - an increase of
$12,500,000 in five years. In the following five years when John Diefen-
baker was Prime Minister, the revenue increased from $48,200,000 to
$110,500,000 or $62,300,000 - an increase of almost 130 per cent com-
pared to 33 per cent from 1952 to 1957. The Premier said that the Pro-
gressive Conservative policies didn't work until the Liberals got back in
power.
I pointed out that 178 million dollars total expenditure didn't take
into account loans to the Power Commission and a guarantee of 15
million dollars to the Come by Chance paper mill which could increase
expenditure by 35 million dollars. The Premier said that 15 million
dollars on the paper mill at Come by Chance would generate 15 million
dollars to be spent. Actually I needn't have worried about the paper mill
at Come by Chance because it was never built. We had an oil refinery
instead. Two other large increases in expenditure in this year would be
the expenditure of $35,500,000 on the highways - two thirds of it to go
on the Trans-Canada Highway. This was the sort of expenditure that he
should have started in 1949. The increase of 5 per cent a year for three
years of all teachers' salaries was greeted with pleasure by the teachers,
but the police constables and those who worked in the Penitentiary as
wardens felt that they had been neglected.
When I began to speak, the Premier kept on interrupting me so
much that a reporter calculated that he had spoken for a third of the
time during my speech. During the course of my remarks I expressed the
hope that the Premier would enlighten the House of Assembly members
as to the position that Newfoundland was in at that present time in
regards to negotiations with the Province of Quebec over the BRINCO
project. I found the Premier very reluctant to tell us about what was go-
ing on, and I think that it was largely because of his failure to keep in
touch with the House of Assembly and advise the members, that he was
led into the bad agreement that he finally made.
I challenged Dr. Rowe to write a book on the industries. I said "it
would be a best seller." Another subject that I took up was the matter
of tendering for road construction. I criticised the Government for its
failure to call for tenders on all road jobs.
Of six road contracts, tenders had been called only for three.
Where tenders were called on one comparatively small job, there was a
difference in the quotation between $145,000 from the low tender and
$460,000 from the high tender. Yet in some cases the contractors on the
jobs were given new contracts without tenders being called. In one case
where a tender was for $974,810, the contractor was paid $1 ,999,000! In
another case where the tender was for $383,000, the payment wa~
$530,000. The Highways Department tried to explain that it wa~
cheaper to let a contractor continue and do more work when he had his
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equipment on the site than to call for tenders for a new contract for the
remainder of the work that needed to be done on that site. As a member
of the Treasury Board at Ottawa for five years, 1 had learned that that
was a practice of the Liberal Government at Ottawa. A Liberal contrac-
tor would get a contract for a comparatively small job at a very low
price, but when he got in there the contract would be enlarged "because
he had his equipment and men at the site" and it would end up to be a
much larger contract than the one for which bids had been tendered.
1 reminded the Premier of his early interest in the cooperative
movement when we both attended the opening of the cooperative store
in Pouch Cove and sang together "The more we are together, the hap-
pier we'll be." The Premier said, "We haven't been happy together
ever since - that's the trouble. We don't sing enough." I also sug-
gested that the Fisheries Federation should do more to awaken a spirit
of cooperation and self help, and in that respect the Government could
help. Many fishermen are satisfied if they can qualify for unemploy-
ment insurance. Something more constructive should be done to build
up the assets of the fishermen.
My speech was followed by one from Honourable Myles Murray,
the Minister of Welfare, a man of considerable literary talent. He was
gifted with a strong voice and a great power of ridicule which he used
generously at my expense. He said, "The Co-op movement is not a
panacea for our troubles in Newfoundland." I never knew Mr. Murray
to be interested in the cooperative movement. If he had, he would have
known more about its importance.
As I had recommended that the Government should intervene and
try to settle the longshoremen's strike in St. John's, he became sar-
castic, stating that it was "a proper subject for any conscientious
citizen, and timely, too, especially if you have an eye on future political
events on other levels." This was a reference to the probability of
another federal election sometime that year and the possibility that 1
might be a candidate again. In reply to my criticism of the new in-
dustries he said that it was the Opposition's "stock in trade" which had
been "pretty well nagged to death." He said that the thirty-five million
dollars spent on new industries hadn't brought return such as would
come from money invested by private companies. But nevertheless, the
returns were in the form of
"jobs. pay cheques. food in lillIe children \- s{ol/1(Jchs (Jnd c!o{hes on
lillIe children's backs. ..
This was an admission that the industries which had failed were
equivalent to money spent on welfare by his department.
Mr. Murray quoted from the Premier's recent speech showing the
strength of Newfoundland's position compared with 1933. He chose to
ignore my argument that the new prosperity, which strengthened the
credit of Newfoundland so much, derived from the policies put into ef-
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fect during the Diefenbaker years. Mr. Murray was one of the best
debaters in the House, but when he said that the government would be
"criminals" if they piled up a surplus as the Commission of Govern-
ment had done, at the same time letting people live on six cents a day,
Ank Murphy (P .C.) interjected that some of those on welfare now were
getting the equivalent of six cents a day. Mr. Murray ignored that. He
was rather obscure when he said, "Industry, more education and more
national wealth will be felt and the new welfare programs coming in
from Ottawa will have a major impression."
Charlie Devine, Independent for Labrador, was the next speaker.
He criticised the present method of only allowing liquor on the produc-
tion of a permit, which he called "archaic." He said that young men
were being permitted to vote at nineteen, but couldn't get liquor until
they were twenty-one. He said that they were "too old for teen clubs
and too young for social clubs." On the resettlement policy, he thought
that a referendum should be held in settlements, and if two-thirds of the
people over nineteen were willing, then the move should be made.
The Premier threatened to take the next plane to Japan to find
someone there to do the job of building the ten million dollar
Marystown shipyard to be in operation by October 1st, 1966. However,
the Government guaranteed seven million dollars to the company.
Davies took the job on the condition that work would proceed day and
night towards the deadline of October 1st, 1966. It was necessary to
have it ready by that time to lay the first keel and to get contracts for
five $1,000,000 draggers. The Premier said that the shipyard would be
"the most modern, the best in Canada" and would turn out at least
$60,000,000 worth of ships in the next ten years.
The budget debate was interrupted by the long awaited visit of Mr.
Robert Winters, Chairman of the Board of BRINCO. He had been in-
vited to St. John's to discuss "matters of mutual concern," that is to
say, the state of the negotiations between BRINCO and the Govern-
ment of Quebec. After discussions with the Cabinet he agreed to ad-
dress the House of Assembly. This he did on March 10th. The negotia-
tions centered on the sale and transmission of the electricity which
would be developed at Churchill Falls. BRINCO hoped in fact for the
project to be economically feasible, to be able to sell its electricity to the
provinces of Eastern Canada, as far as Ontario, and to the cities of the
northeastern United States, in particular Boston and New York. The
Government of Quebec, however, refused to allow BRINCO to
transmit the power across the province and insisted that the recently na-
tionalized Hydro-Quebec be permitted to buy all the electricity at the
Labrador border at the lowest possible price. Hydro-Quebec would
then transmit and distribute it to customers at the highest possible price.
Mr. Smallwood, exasperated by the hard bargaining position of the
Quebec Premier, Jean Lesage, had decided to explore the Atlantic or as
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it was called the "Anglo-Saxon" route. This was a much longer,
technically more difficult, and immmensely more costly route. It meant
bringing the power from Churchill Falls to the Strait of Belle Isle,
thence by submarine cable probably about 13 miles to the Great Nor-
thern Peninsula of Newfoundland, by transmission lines down the west
coast of Newfoundland to Port aux Basques, across the Cabot Strait by
submarine cable (76 miles) to Nova Scotia, through Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick. There it would go either west through Quebec to Mon-
treal and Toronto, or south through the New England states to Boston
and New York. A glance at a map of Eastern Canada gives an idea of
the differences between the Atlantic route and the trans-Quebec
transmission to Montreal. Overland transmission was a thousand miles
shorter.
The English engineering firm of Preece, Cardew and Rider had
recently reported to the Premier that the Atlantic route was both
economically and technically practical, and Mr. Smallwood had gleefu-
ly and prematurely announced that Newfoundland had "escaped the
clutches of Quebec." Mr. Winters however was more realistic, and dur-
ing his speech to the House of Assembly, he amended the Premier's op-
timistic statement by saying
"the only underwater transmission that would be adopted would be the
bringing of power to the Island of Newfoundland. The rest of the plan
was open to further study. "
He left no doubt that the route through Quebec was preferable and
would be adopted. In my opinion the Atlantic route was an impossible
dream. The Premier used it as a means of evading the problem of
negotiating with Quebec, but this was a problem that would not go
away. Mr. Winters kept on seeking ways to accept a fair price for the
power. It is a wonder that while setting a price seemed to be the only
stumbling block to many people to the development of the power of
Churchill Falls, none of the negotiations spoke of an escalator clause.
While preliminary activity was already underway at the Falls and
many millions of dollars had already been spent, the work on the main
project did not begin for more than two years. It was not until July
17th, 1967, that the Premier presided over the ground-breaking
ceremony at the site. He had a good many complaints - buses with
French Canadian number plates - why didn't they have New-
foundland vehicles there? Tom Burgess, a former member of the House
of Assembly for Labrador West, was not invited to a seat on the plat-
form! In the course of these remarks, he proudly and militantly shouted
"This is our land. This is our province. This is our river. This is our
wate/jaII. And we will forever make sure that it will be developed, and
when developed will be operated primarily, chiefly and mainly for the
benefit (~l the people of Newfoundland. Let there be no mistake about
that!"
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Once again, the Premier's brave assertions were not to be realized. Th(
people of the Province of Quebec through its Hydro-Power Corpora
tion have benefited almost 100 per cent from the tremendous develop
ment. It has been said that Quebec makes 800 million dollars a year ou!
of the sale of power from Churchill Falls and that Newfoundland geu
only 8 million dollars from it.
This gigantic project, the largest hydroelectric development in th(
western world, was an incredibly complex undertaking, and its impor·
tance is probably not appreciated by Newfoundlanders now, as it wa~
not then. While the subject came up on numerous occasions during thi~
and other sessions of the House of Assembly, the Premier was secretiv(
about what was happening and refused to allow a debate on the subject
Many years were still to pass before the giant turbines began their wor~
and electricity started to flow. At the inaugural ceremonies in 1972 il
was not Mr. Smallwood, whose efforts to get the project under wa)
twenty years earlier had met with scant encouragement, whc
represented Newfoundland - he was out of the country - but the new·
ly elected P.C. Premier Frank Moores.
The budget debate enabled the Members of the House to speak or
a wide variety of topics because the estimates of every department an
subject to discussion. All the members of the opposition took an activ(
part in the debate. Ambrose Peddle, our Member from Grand Falls
raised a very good point when he asked:
"Why couldn't a huge power development such as Hamilton Falls be
proclaimed by the Federal Government as being in the national interest
and the transmission of the power across Quebec territory be by order of
the Federal Government?"
"Did he say army?" enquired Premier Smallwood with a hand behinc
his ear. "Eh? Did he say army?" The Premier was being sarcastic, im
plying that it would take an army to do what Mr. Peddle suggested. Mr
Peddle said that a good case could be made for proclaiming the
development to be in the national interest. He reasoned that the
Hamilton Falls was one of our greatest assets. It was also one 0
Canada's greatest assets. Newfoundland was one of the poorest pro
vinces in Canada while Quebec was one of the richest.
"The transmission of Hamilton power should go across Quebec as a
matter of national interest and concern."
The Premier pointed out that Quebec had seventy-five members in th(
House of Commons and Newfoundland had only seven. The Premiel
asked:
"Could this be the reason why the Federal Government would be reluc-
tant to step in and prevent the powerful province of Quebec from
capitalizing on poor Newfoundland?"
Mr. Peddle disagreed with the Government's plan to make univer·
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sity tuition free for first year students. He could appreciate its benefits
to city students, but those coming from a distance outside St. John's
had to pay about $1,200 a year. If the government wanted to treat all
alike as they said they did, why didn't they give a grant of $250 towards
living expenses and leave the tuition alone. Mr. Peddle also criticized
the section of the Budget dealing with the fishery. He pointed out that
there were now many more people in the fisheries and that this had
brought down the average earnings over the past fifteen years.
The Premier said that eight fish plants operating only from two to
four months a year brought down the average earnings. "The
Honourable Member doesn't understand the fishery. He lives in Grand
Falls," said the Premier. "He should live on Roache's Line," I said.
That was where the Premier had his magnificent residence.
Incidentally, the 15,000 men who had been taken out of the fishing
boats to get jobs in the new industries appeared to be back at the fishery
again by 1965. Honourable Max Lane, the Minister of Fisheries, replied
to my observations about the cooperative movement and said that the
first efforts that were made here, beginning in 1936, had faded away.
But he said that there was now a movement on the go to bring about
greater interest in the cooperative movement. I do know that the Public
Service Credit Union, as it is called now, formerly the Civil Service
Credit Society under Commission of Government, had carried on right
through from 1936. I know because I was the first member.
Mr. Rex Renouf brought up a very good point when he stated that
the budget should have had a section dealing with the savings of the
people as shown by comparative statement of total bank deposits in the
banks in Newfoundland. He also believed that there should have been
some words of some old fashioned thrift in the budget to warn people
against what he termed "a kind of psychological recklessness" which
appeared with budgets "like the one that we're dealing with."
The Leader of the Opposition, James J. Greene, was asked by one
of the Liberal Members if he favoured nationalization of the Churchill
Falls by the federal government. He said that the Opposition wouldn't
favour going ahead on the lines outlined by Quebec and passed on to
the House by Premier Smallwood. He added that Newfoundland in-
terests were not being served by the Premier" flying off the handle." If
Quebec insisted on their terms, the Opposition would not accept them.
Mr. Greene referred to the National Energy Board arranging for a
natural gas pipeline to be built across provincial boundaries. Why not
ask the Board to do the same for electricity? Regarding free tuition, Mr.
Greene said that this was put in the budget without consulting the Presi-
dent of the University, who expressed ignorance of the move when he
was asked about it that day. The Leader of the Opposition argued that
the Government was exercising too much influence on the university.
He thought that the free tuition wouldn't be needed by many students,
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but there were some students for whom the elimination of the cost 0
the tuition wouldn't be enough to enable them to pay their way. H
thought that the policy was adopted suddenly by the Premier's sugge~
tion and would be sure to make the headlines. He pointed out a sourc
of revenue now being under-used - bringing in royalties. In fiftee
years, the total value of minerals taken out of Newfoundland amounte,
to $1,123,000,000 while the total royalties amounted to onl
$9,700,000. This meant that the province was receiving only nine-tenth
of 1 per cent of the mineral wealth taken out of Newfoundland. Thi
was a very small amount out of such a large total of mineral produc
tion.
The Premier spoke in the Budget Debate, as was to be expected. In
deed his hand could be seen in the budget. Who else would put in th
budget the section dealing with Government loans and investment
1949-1965:
GOVERNMENT LOANS AND INVESTMENTS
1949-1965
To establish industrial plants $35,500,000
To fishermen and fish firms................................ 18,500,000
$53,750,000
Paid back into Newfoundland economy by Dec. 31, 1965
by industrial plants $ 91,000,000
by fishing industry $134,000,000
$225,000,000
After reading this, one would wonder what became of the industria
plants which returned $91,000,000 by December 31st, 1965. By tha
time most of them were out of existence and only three or four of then
were left: the machinery plant, which had been taken over b
McNamara Industries; the cement and gypsum plants which were bein:
operated by a new company; the hardwood plant adjoining Cheste
Dawe's retail store for building supplies. Even in this session of 1965 w
were guaranteeing a loan of $2,500,000 to the cement plant to expanl
its operation, but the Government hadn't received a cent back of th
money that it had advanced to this company to buy the plant. I hav
never understood why subsequent governments did not investigate th
expenditure on these plants.
Of course, the Premier pointed out the great benefits that hal
come to Newfoundland as a result of Confederation, the amount 0
family allowances and the amount of old age pensions. He could hav
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elaborated on that theme, although we were all familiar with it and
there didn't seem to be any point in bringing it into the Budget Debate.
Charlie Ballam, the Minister of Labour and an intimate associate
of the Premier for the past sixteen years, rose to congratulate the
Premier on the anniversary of his becoming the first Premier of New-
foundland. Jim Greene joined in the congratulations and admitted that
the Premier was the best Premier we had had since Confederation and
wished him a long and happy life, especially after he retired.
Ank Murphy, the Member of the House of Assembly for St.
John's Centre, felt that there were a good many things necessary to be
done for the City of St. John's. In the first place he thought that the set-
up in St. John's for police protection should be altered considerably
and that it would be a good thing if the police were sent back on patrol.
When the police patrolled the city, they got to know the people, and
they kept an eye on things. He thought that it would be a good thing if
that system were revived. The police would probably form friendships
with many of the younger people. However, patrol cars with two-way
radios have replaced the two-man foot patrols everywhere. Ank was a
prominent athlete in the city and had a good idea of the way boys,
especially young boys, should be trained. In his opinion there were three
parts to the development of young people - intellectual, physical and
spiritual - and he praised the Government with providing the educa-
tional end of it, and he said that the churches were looking after the
spiritual development of youth. However, in between, there was the
physical development which was being overlooked, despite the fine ef-
forts of groups across the Island to provide recreation and activity for
youth. He felt that a large part of the problem stemmed from the almost
complete indifference to the need by the municipal, provincial and
federal authorities.
Sometimes Mr. Murphy seemed to represent the conscience of the
House, and he was greatly concerned with the welfare of his consti-
tuents and others as well. He didn't think that an academic education
alone was enough, and felt that physical education and a training in
sports was needed for our schools. This was a very sensible and
enlightened observation. Later in the Session, he started an unusual
debate in which speakers from both sides of the House took part. The
discussion arose when the House was in committee examining the
estimates of the Board of Liquor Control. A report in the Evening
Telegram said:
"Ank Murphy electrified the atmosphere with a sudden, ringing denun-
ciation of the lack of adequate inspection of liquor outlets in the pro-
vince. "
He claimed that there was no proper inspection, so that the situation
had become completely out of hand. His complaint centered around
sales being made to minors, too many licenses granted by the Board of
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Liquor Control, and some unconscientious tavern owners. As An~
Murphy had worked for ten years as a sales representative of a firm 01
brewers, he knew what he was talking about. He referred to one youn~
man, age 18, telling the court that he had been drinking in a tavern unti
11 :45 p.m. This constituted two breaches of the Alcoholic Liquors ACI
- namely sale of alcohol beverages to a minor and sale after 11 :00 p.m.
He was surprised that there had been no prosecution of the taverr
owner for these offences.
Mr. Murphy also said:
"Drunks behind the wheels ofcars are potential murderers. There should
be stricter enforcement of the liquor regulations and an adequate inspec-
tion of liquor outlets. ...
Youngsters today think that they are entitled to every privilege. Because
they can vote at nineteen, they think that they should be allowed to
drink. But there are a great many poeple a lot older than that who can't
handle liquor. "
Mr. Murphy concluded:
"I'm not trying to be a Carrie Nation about this, but unless something is
done about this, very soon there's going to be a very serious situation
develop. "
I supported Mr. Murphy, particularly as regards the prohibition on
breweries and brewer's retail stores selling cartons of six beers.
Attorney General Curtis also agreed with Mr. Murphy's comment~
and Honourable Dr. Rowe, as Minister of Finance, said:
"the government generally doesn't interfere with the workings of the
Board ofLiquor Control, which operates pretty much as an autonomous
body, but its administrative side does come under the Department of
Finance. "
He promised that though he was never as busy since he went inte
politics, he would make time for a
"thorough scrutiny of the workings of the liquor dispensing business in
the province. No parent can be unconcerned today about the menace of
teenage drinking. ... It's now a worldwide problem, but that's no reason
why we should close our eyes to it. If'S a very serious matter and must be
controlled. "
During the discussion on the estimates of the Department 01
Justice, I pointed out the claim of the Royal Newfoundland Con·
stabulary, whose constables were being constantly reminded about th{
difference between their salaries and those of the Royal Canadiar
Mounted Police. The latter force was under contract between th{
Government of Canada and the Government of Newfoundland anc
their salaries at that time were higher than that of our local police force.
Actually the members of the R.C.M.P. received a special addition tc
their usual salaries for service in Newfoundland.
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Mr. Curtis, the Attorney General, dealing with the difference bet-
ween the salaries, remarked:
"Your salaries here are not as great as the Members of Parliament..
We can't match that great mother ofparliament that doesn't give a damn
about deficits. They even lure away our civil servants. We train police
recruits and have them taken away. It costs the federal government
$7,000 to train one R.C.M.P. officer. We can't even afford a decent drill
hall. "
That remark of the minister seemed to be a little inconsistent with
the policy of the Government in making so many other expenditures.
He informed us that the Government pays 40 per cent of the expenses of
the R.C.M.P. in proportion to the number of men stationed here.
Attorney General Curtis's opinion of capital punishment may be
judged by one of his remarks in this debate:
"If the federal government keeps on taking away capital punishment
we'll have so much crime on our hands it's not funny.
We'll have to pay police and wardens in Her Majesty's Penitentiary so
much more because they'll be taking their lives in their hands.
Anyhow, we can't keep up with Offawa. Why, for heaven's sakes, they
don't know the value of money up there."
"Don't let them hear you say that, " I warned him.
Already the Government was paying twice as much for the upkeep
of the R.C.M.P. in Corner Brook as it did in any other part of New-
foundland.
These frank and spirited discussions took place in the absence of
the Premier, who had gone to Finland on business connected with the
proposed paper mill for Come by Chance.
On further discussion of the estimates of the Board of Liquor Con-
trol, I referred to Honourable Dr. Rowe as naive if he believed that
there was no interference by the Government with its activities. 1 said:
"No one ever applies to a P. C. lawyer to help him get a tavern licence. "
I produced a copy of a program for the 1964 annual Liberal ball in
which there were 87 advertisements from tavern owners, restaurants,
lounge operators and hotels and other places enjoying the privilege of a
licence to sell beer and wine or liquor. I waved the program and asked:
"Does the Minister really believe that all these 87 people advertise in this
program from sheer love of the Liberal party?"
I answered my own question. I said:
"They did it to curry favour with the Liberal party because they knew
that the Liberals were influential with gelling the liquor licenses and,
more important perhaps, in allowing them to keep them. "
I went on:
"Only Liberals may apply for a licence to sell beer. "
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It was an undoubted fact, as I mentioned earlier, that one Sl
John's tavern was closed down when it refused to put up a Liben
poster at election time, whilst a tavern owner in Dunville lost his liquc
licence when he put up my picture in the window. I added:
"We've heard of the Duplessis government in Quebec as being corrupt;
well, let the Minister ofFinance investigate the workings of the Board of
Liquor Control here since 1949 and he'll find corruption there and still
going on."
Dr. Rowe closed the Debate on the Budget deprecating the incor
sistency that the Opposition showed in criticising expenditures by th
Government, but wanting other expenditures in their districts in matter
in which they were concerned. There were no new taxes, in contrast t,
the Quebec Government which, he said, " .... introduced new taxe
right and left. They had to do it." He thought that the Oppositio
criticism about free university tuition for the first year was, "intende,
to nullify the effects of the announcement. ... The decision has bee
far from sudden," he said, "and has been discussed by him and th
Premier over ten years before." Years before that, I had written a thesi
on education in the U.S.S.R. and noted the great benefits of this aspec
of the system.
In contrast to this extraordinary action, we find the Minister in
troducing a wholesome and most desirable policy, which was:
(I) requiring all schools to have physical education classes on a
regularly scheduled basis in the school buildings during the
school term, or during vacation or both;
(2) operating a gymnasium, community hall, or playground dur-
ing the school term and supplying and maintaining such equip-
ment as is deemed advisable and feasible;
(3) provide for promotion, encouragement and supervision of
athletics in the school and for holding school games;
(4) make provision in the school timetable for physical education
instruction for all schools for two 40-minute periods a week to
arrange competent instruci ion, proper supervision for each
class and;
(5) to aim at total participation of all pupils in the school in
organized physical activity, through the provisions of regular,
intra-mural or inter-house games.
Special encouragement was given to Boards of Directors an<
School Boards to establish school libraries and physical education an<
other services, and to report to the Deputy Minister of Education fron
time to time as directed.
Dr. Noel Murphy and Dr. Frecker, former Deputy Minister 0
Education, both supported the bill. Naturally, since my son Edwarc
was teaching Physical Education at Memorial University, I supportec
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the bill too. This bill was exactly what Edward wanted to see and he was
happy when it was passed. It sounded almost as if he had drawn it up
himself because I had heard him speak of these things and I knew what
he was thinking. He thought that children would like school better
when the sports element formed an important part in their training. The
bill was approved without any objection from anyone. From inquiries
that I have made, however, I fear that it hasn't been honoured com-
pletely, and many schools are without proper physical training. I should
:omment that it is obvious that if children are taught at an early age to
understand physical training and to work at it and play games, not
merely formal games, but children's games that enable them to use their
muscles, they will love it and they will love school in consequence.
During this session, a site was prepared to the east of the Con-
federation Building for a monument on which was to be placed a statue
)f the famous Portuguese navigator of the early sixteenth century -
Gaspar Cortereal. Because of his early arrival in Newfoundland in 1500,
Portugal claimed the land, although Spain had disputed this claim. In
1965, the Portuguese Government decided to erect a monument to him
in honour of his distinguished career. His statue is situated in a place
from where it looks out over the Narrows towards the ocean and his
rlative Portugal.
The House of Commons opened in Ottawa on April 15th and the
Speech from the Throne contained, amongst other things, a statement
which gave great pleasure to the Liberal Members of the House of
<\ssembly. It was announced that the Government of Canada would
Jring in legislation to restore Term 29. There was great applause in the
House of Assembly when this was mentioned. Although the govern-
nent of Mr. Pearson had been two years in office, it was only in March
)f 1965 that the Government decided to make a special reference to it.
Term 29 was really in no need of restoration. Being part of the constitu-
ion, it couldn't be repealed by a federal government and the payment
hat had been awarded had been continued up to date. It was, however,
1 symbol for the Liberals and especially for the Premier, but it was an-
10unced at a time when the fortunes of the province had improved so
nuch that the standards here matched, if not exceeded, those of the
vtaritime provinces. The Speech from the Throne included this nice lit-
Ie reference to Premier Smallwood's Term 29.
On Thursday, April 16th, the last day of the Session, the Govern-
nent rushed through a bill that helped finance Steers Limited, a long-
:stablished fish exporting company, to the tune of $1,000,000 for
:stablishment of a salt cod fish plant in St. John's on the south side of
he harbour. This amount was to be guaranteed by the Government,
md Steers Limited was to operate the plant and to assign the property
>n the south side of the harbour to the Government. It was a very com-
)licated arrangement with three companies - the building company,
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operating company and holding company. The operating company, 0
course, would be Steers Limited. One can easily see from the descriJ=
tion of legislation of this kind, introduced at the last minute, hOI
handicapped we were without any person to help us in research. Thi
was not the sort of legislation to be introduced at the last minute, whe
there was no opportunity for examining it in detail and studying an
debating it.
The Government was also given power to borrow $20,000,000 0
the credit of the province. It will also be seen that the Government We
rapidly increasing the public debt and its indirect debt by loans an
guarantees. In commenting on the session that had just closed, th
editor of the DAILY NEWS drew attention to the fact that it was
historic session, because it was just a little more than thirty years befol
that Newfoundland was compelled to surrender its heritage of Respor
sible Government, because it couldn't handle its debt of less than or
hundred million dollars. Now in one session, the Government had mac
commitments amounting in value to a quarter of a billion dollars. Tt
details were $130,000,000 provided for current account, $50,000,OC
provided for capital expenditures principally on the Trans Canad
Highway, and $20,000,000 were provided as the value of the buildin!
being built on the "buy back" system. These buildings included an e;
tension of about $8,000,000 value for the Grace Hospital, $9,000,OC
for two buildings for the Memorial University, and $3,000,000 for 0
flce and warehouse equipment for the expanding Board of Liquor Cor
tro!. The decision to proceed with the development of the Bay d'Espo
power would involve an expenditure of $55,000,000, $20,000,000 (
which was supplied by the Atlantic Provinces Development Board.
That editorial sadly lamented that all the fabulous expenditul
would do little here in St. John's, which would have to playa quieti
role unless something positive could soon be done to restore life to ad:
ing port.
On closing day there was the usual exchange of greetings. n
Leader of the Opposition praised the Speaker for his fairness in the pe
formance of his difficult duties, and paid a special thanks to the pre,
for the faithful and detailed coverage of the business of the sessiOJ
This was especially true in the case of the EVENING TELEGRAI
which gave, in my opinion, excellent reporting of what had gone 01
Premier Smallwood praised the Leader of the Opposition for the in
provement in his capacity and efficiency as leader of the party and;
leader in the House. He also congratulated the Opposition Members f(
their great contribution and that there had been a notable improvemel
in the Opposition generally. Their examination of the legislation he
been constructive as well as critical. He said that he wouldn't exten
such a compliment to me as he had given to Mr. Greene because"
would only add powder to the flames of his ambition." I don't kno
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whose ambition he was talking about. He went on:
"The honourable and learned Member for St. John's East Extern was in-
defatigable, determined and had given great service to some cause or the
other. ... I often wonder what the cause or causes consist of "
Finally he said:
"This was the best session of the House since Confederation. Thefriends
of the Opposition throughout Newfoundland could be assured that their
representatives have rendered an excellent account of themselves. The
session has been the best one for liveliness and good debate. "
I wasn't as happy over our performance as these flattering remarks
by the Premier indicated. His refusal to agree to having a committee to
examine the public accounts, his failure to give us clerical assistance, his
failure to agree to having tenders called for construction of public
buildings were all matters for which the Government deserved severe
censure.
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Chapter Twenty-Five
One Day Session - Federal Election - M.H.A. Deaths-
Free Tuition - Scandals in Pearson's Government -
Salaries - Resignation - Federal Campaign - Bingo -
Family News
Although the House had been prorogued in April until January of
1966, the need arose for a brief Session before then. The reason for this
one-day meeting was that the Parliament of Canada was dissolved in
early September, 1965, and a federal election was called for November
8th. Municipal elections had already been set for the 9th of November.
It was felt that the proximity of the two elections could cause hardship
to some people and would create confusion. The Minister of Municipal
Affairs, Honourable B. J. Abbott, M.H.A., postponed the municipal
elections outside St. John's until November 16th, a week later. It was
necessary to have a special session of the legislature to do the same thing
for St. John's city, so that the municipal election would take place at a
later date than November 9th. Accordingly the House met on October
6th for this purpose.
Since the session had adjourned in the middle of April, one of our
members, Bill Smith, Member for St. Barbe South, had died. Another
former Member of the House of Assembly, who was first elected in
1924 and entered the House at the same time as I did, had also died. He
was H. B. Clyde Lake, a prominent fish merchant of Fortune. Permier
Smallwood moved a motion, and it was seconded by the leader of the
Opposition James Greene, that letters of sympathy be sent from the
legislature to the families of Bill Smith and H. B. Clyde Lake. Bill
Smith had died in August at the age of 55. I said of him, "He was a
generous, noble, humble, sincere and ardent spirit," and the Leader of
the Opposition said, "He was always noted for his absolute sincerity."
The Premier liked him best of all on the Opposition side. He said:
"He was a kindly and devoted father - a man who came up the hard
way (he had been several years a member of the Ranger Force) and at the
age of 38 decided to go to the University and study law. He was suc-
cessful and became a lawyer and practiced in Corner Brook. "
Clyde Lake was a member of the joint committee appointed to
study my Workmen's Compensation Act in 1926. We had several chats
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about it and I was very pleased to see that he liked it, especially becaus l
he had been a fisherman and a captain and he knew the benefits tha
this act would have brought to the fishermen and their families. In tha
same year, however, he followed Gordon Bradley across the House witl
three others and sat in opposition. Although I was convinced that th,
Opposition, especially Clyde Lake, was enthusiastic about the bill, yet
could see that the Government was in a precarious position and effort
were being made from two sides to bring about our defeat. Clyde Lak,
contested Burin West as a Liberal under the leadership of Sir Richan
Squires in the 1928 election and was elected, and became Minister 0
Marine and Fisheries but without a seat in the Cabinet.
Although the special Session in 1965 was called for the purpose 0
setting a later date for the municipal election in the city of St. John's
we were able to speak on other matters. However, Mr. Greene, thl
leader, had stated at a press conference that the Government onl:
agreed to have this session if there were no delay and no long speeche:
made. I didn't feel bound by any agreement, and on the day in questiol
I registered protest against a statement that had been made by thl
Premier since the House closed in April, that all tuition at Memoria
University would be free starting next year, that students would 'bl
given special allowances and that grants were to be increased. I claime(
that the Premier had bypassed the House of Assembly in making these
extravagant announcements. He was not paying a very high tribute t(
the members of the House by this sort of conduct. In addition to tha
action, the Premier let it be known that he was to make an importan
announcement to the teachers in the following week. I considered tha
this was another affront to all the members of the House of Assembl~
and I objected strongly to it. When the Premier was asked when it wa:
decided to give free tuition to all students at the University and to gran
special salaries to the students, he said that it had been made tht
previous year but that the decision to implement these plans was madt
only a short time ago.
My commeni was:
"It was decided when he knew the date of the federal election would be
November 8th, and it was done as his promise to pave all the roads in
Mount Pearl was done in 1963, to help the federal Liberals get elected. "
The Premier, who proclaimed himself such a lover of democraC)
and the House of Assembly, completely ignored the House of Assembl)
on these very important matters.
When asked if the University authorities had been consulted, tht
Premier replied:
"No. The University was not consulred in this molter. We are the ones to
decide how to spend the people's money."
Such arrogance in regard to the House of Assembly and to the ad·
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ministration of the University showed the dictatorial mentality of the
Premier.
During the short session, other questions, regarding BRINCO, the
Labrador boundary, the three paper mills, and more were put to the
Government but they too received either vague or misleading answers.
Jim Greene, in a press conference, spoke of the political tricks of
the Premier in making these announcements. He remarked that in many
parts of the province there were people suffering hardships from lack of
food, clothing, and medical treatment and living in houses in need of
repair. These problems seemed worthy of consideration before paying
the tuition and salaries of university students.
Although I didn't know it at the time, this brief but stormy session
was to be my last day of debate in the House of Assembly.
I was in Ottawa when Prime Minister Pearson announced that a
federal election would be held on November 8th. I felt no enthusiasm
about resigning my seat in the Provincial House to become a candidate.
I had been a Member of the House of Assembly for three years now and
was aware that my services there were important and useful.
It was a strange election - the third in four years - and it stirred
little interest either nationally or locally.
From a national viewpoint there seemed to be a bitter antagonism
between John Diefenbaker and Lester Pearson - not usual between the
leaders of two great parties in the House of Commons. The former had
been in office for six years and won a record number of seats in his se-
cond campaign. I suppose that Lester Pearson was hoping that in his
third attempt he might at least get a majority of seats in the House. Un-
fortunately for him, there had been serious scandals involving members
of his Government and his staff which ruined his chances for getting
many new seats.
One of these cases concerned a Quebec cabinet minister who was
charged with, and convicted of, accepting a bribe of ten thousand
dollars to get a racetrack licence for some friends of his. He appealed
his conviction and the appeal was allowed on a technicality. Incredibly,
he is still a member of the Privy Council.
Another much more serious case was that of Lucien Rivard, a
notorious drug smuggler. Rivard's friends had attempted to secure bail
for him by putting pressure on the Montreal lawyer Pierre Lamontagne,
who was representing the United States Government in an application
for the extradition of Rivard to the U.S.A. to stand trial on charges of
smuggling heroin into the United States. Mr. Lamontagne filed a com-
plaint with the R.C.M.P. to the effect that he had been offered $20,000
by Raymond Denis, executive assistant to the Minister of Immigration,
if he would not oppose an application of bail to be granted to Rivard;
when he turned down the bribe, he was pressured by two men from the
office of the Minister of Justice. When this approach was unsuccessful,
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Guy Rouleau, a lawyer, Member of Parliament and Parliamentary
Assistant to Prime Minister Pearson, added his prestige to the request.
He also failed to corrupt Lamomague who, thoroughly alarmed,
reported the whole story to the R.C.M.P. When the Minister of Justice,
Honourable Guy Favreau, received the incriminating R.C.M.P. report
he sat on it: he did nothing, not even mention it to Mr. Pearson. The
Prime Minister only learned about the matter when it was brought up in
the House of Commons by Eric Nielsen, P.c. member from the Yukon.
This created consternation in the House and much embarrassment for
the Prime Minister and his Minister of Justice.
As a result, Chief Justice Frederick Dorion of the Quebec Superior
Court was appointed to investigate the allegations. Judge Dorion found
that Raymond Denis had indeed attempted to bribe Pierre Lamon-
tagne. He condemned the others who had brought pressure to bear on
Mr. Lamontagne and described Guy Favreau's delay in reporting these
matters to the Prime Minister as bad judgment. Favreau resigned his
post as Minister of Justice but remained a member of the Cabinet.
In the meantime, the master criminal Lucien Rivard was waiting in
the Bordeaux Jail in Montreal, still hoping that he could get bail. On
March 2nd, Judge Dorion finished his enquiry and that same evening
was giving a party for the newspaper reporters. During the party, news
was brought to him that Lucien Rivard and a companion had escaped
from the prison. It was a mild spring night, with the temperature at
about 40 degrees Fahrenheit. Rivard asked one of the prison guards for
the loan of a hose so that they could flood the prison rink (the ice was
melting). The guard gave him a good, long and strong hose, but instead
of watering the rink he and his companion used it (undoubtedly with
the aid of accomplices outside) as a rope to escape over the prison wall.
The story then becomes nasty and has a tragic ending. The two
gangsters headed for the mountains north of Montreal where they seiz-
ed a cabin and murdered the two occupants. Before the police captured
Rivard, his companion committed suicide. Rivard himself was duly ex-
tradited to the United States where he was condemned to twenty years
imprisonment for smuggling drugs.
While these and other scandals at the highest level of government
were proof of the ineptitude of the Liberal leader, strange to say, they
had no influence on the election results in Newfoundland.
Other questions of national importance such as monetary policy,
wheat sales, national defence and the new Canadian flag seemed to be
of little concern to most Newfoundlanders. The vast majority listened
to Mr. Smallwood as he told them how much the Liberal Government
had done and would do for them. Early in the campaign, just before the
arrival in St. John's of Prime Minister Pearson, the Liberal party had a
four page colour spread in the newspapers. Under the banner, "Thank
you, Mr. Pearson," it listed all the money that would be coming to
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Newfoundlanders if they voted Liberal. Mr. Pearson was presented, not
as a vulgar politician, but as a scholar, a statesman, a diplomat of inter-
national repute:
"You keep your promises, and your promises are putting money in the
pockets of Newfoundlanders, $500,000,000 above what we were entitled
to receive under the laws of Canada. "
The sources of this largesse were listed under four separate
headings: Economy, Social Welfare, Public Service and Justice for
Newfoundland. They included increased Old Age Pensions (at 65 in-
stead of 70), money to complete the Trans-Canada Highway under the
new 90/10 plan, extended family allowances, a $20,000,000 grant for
the Bay d'Espoir Hydro development, et cetera. Essentially this was a
$500,000,000 bribe and who could resist it?
Of the purely local issues, the most spectacular was surely the ques-
tion of free tuition and salaries for Memorial University students. The
"no fee" policy had orginally been intended to apply to first year
students only. The Council of the Students' Union at Memorial Univer-
sity came out with a public statement with two major complaints about
free tuition. Out of 1,500 students, only 560 students received free tui-
tion. Others had scholarships and bursaries from which fees were col-
lected. The Centenary Scholarship winners had the scholarships cut in
value from $600 to $250. The second, third and fourth year students
complained because their fees had gone up $50 so that it looked like
they were subsidizing the free tuition for the first year students. The
Premier then met with the Student Union and told them that the
Government had decided to eliminate fees for all students. Not only
that, he would "pay a salary to all students at the University."1 As may
be expected, the policy of free tuition created quite a stir in university
circles all across Canada, and students at other universities lobbied un-
successfully for the same privilege.
For me the campaign was a rather depressing experience. Our party
was disorganized. I had become so involved in provincial politics that I
had no time to do much organization on the federal level. We had,
however, a full slate of candidates:
Melvin Pond, Burin-Burgeo
Captain William Moss, Bonavista-Twillingate
Tim Pitcher, Grand Falls
Jim Tompkins, Humber-St. George
Joe Noel, Trinity-Conception
Gerry Ottenheimer, St. John's West
And myself, St. John's East
I had resigned my seat in the House of Assembly about the 10th of
Ilnterview with J.R. Smallwood, EVENING TELEGRAM, December 22nd, 1965.
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October and on the 25th I was nominated in the federal riding of St.
John's East. This was the first time I had run in this riding but I felt I
should run there as I represented St. John's East Extern in the House of
Assembly. Besides I had been a Member for Harbour Main-Bell Island,
part of the federal riding from 1932-1934.
I went to Bell Island immediately after my nomination. Jim
McGrath came with me, and introduced me to the men who had worked
with him on his committee in the election of 1963. This time there was
no enthusiasm, no interest in the election. I was told that my opponent,
Joe O'Keefe, had given many men a bottle of rum each. It was hinted
that I should do the same but I told them that I didn't give out rum. I
wanted to do some campaigning so I visited a few houses, but there
were no organized meetings. The people I met over there on the P .C.
Committee were, I regret to say, of very little help in this election. Bell
Island was then a depressing place, with everyone expecting the mines to
close at any minute. They finally did close on the 31st of July, 1966. The
Company was unable to compete with the ore taken from the open pit
mines in Labrador at Knob Lake and Schefferville, Quebec. At that
time many workers had already been paid off, and were either on
unemployment insurance or pension or in receipt of welfare. The place
didn't look as prosperous as it had in 1932 and 1933 at the beginning of
the depression. In those days, people hoped that things would improve
and they were able to do things to help themselves. In 1965, they kne\\-
that the mining was finished and had no hope of anything else. There
were pockets of our supporters that I could expect to vote for me, but
the majority of people, I felt, would be against us.
Over at Colliers, where Jim McGrath's father belonged, we were to
hold a public meeting, but when we arrived no one turned up except a
few of Jim's relatives. I wanted to know where everybody was. I wa~
told they were at a Bingo in the next settlement, Conception Harbour so
I said philosophically:
"If the mountain won 'f come to Mohammed, Mohammed must go to
the mountain. "
We went to Conception Harbour where the people were playing
Bingo. There was a great crowd there. I was given an opportunity 01
speaking to the people and I introduced myself as their last represen-
tative under Responsible Government. I made some references to John
Diefenbaker's Government and what we had done.
Before I finished, I said that I was offering a prize of $10 to
whoever gets an X on the next game, to remind them to mark an X for
me on polling day. My wife and I took cards and what should happen? I
won the game. I didn't take the $10 prize I had already given to the
parish priest but I hoped that he would tell the other players what I had
done.
On another occasion I remember visiting the parish priest al
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Holyrood, Conception Bay. Afterwards, I went to Mass and heard him
announce from the altar that Mr. Joseph O'Keefe, the Liberal can-
didate, had very kindly made a gift of five hundred dollars to repair the
tower for the church bell! I couldn't compete with this.
Walter Dinsdale came down from Manitoba to help us, and was
with me at a meeting that we held at Long Pond. I seriously doubt if his
coming was worth the expense, because from examination of the polls
afterwards, I discovered that people in the areas we visited were strong-
ly in favour of the Liberal Government in Newfoundland.
Walter Dinsdale was a fine person and a member of the Salvation
Army. He brought me with him when he went to visit the headquarters
of the Salvation Army in Newfoundland. We met some of the staff who
were very courteous to us both. I must say that I enjoyed my visit even
though I had never any thought of expecting votes from that section.
During the whole campaign, I can't say that we had more than a
couple of good meetings and these were in St. John's. The sentiment
had clearly changed to supporting the Liberal party. Because of the
large financial grants and payments to our province and the govern-
ment's exemption of all university students from fees, there was an at-
mosphere of confusion. Such vast expenditures were not necessary for a
successful campaign. The Liberals had won seven seats in 1963 and were
to do the same again in 1965. Actually they received fewer votes in 1965
than they did in 1963, whereas we received more votes - although I
didn't get them. 2
Outside Newfoundland, where there was no change, the Liberals
gained only two seats more than they had at the time that the election
was called. The Conservatives also gained two seats.
Several former cabinet ministers in Mr. Diefenbaker's Government
ran in this election. Of these, four, George Hees, Davie Fulton, Richard
Bell and Martial Asselin were re-elected. The other four, Howard
Green, Frank McGee, Raymond O'Hurley and I were defeated. Of
course, Mr. Diefenbaker himself was re-elected in Prince Albert.
At the conclusion the Liberals had 131 seats, Progressive Conser-
vatives 97, and others 37.3
The strength of the Liberals lay in Ontario and Quebec. In 1965
between these two provinces the Liberals won 107 out of their 131 seats,
but they had no seats in Alberta, Saskatchewan or Prince Edward
Island and only one in Manitoba and two in Nova Scotia. On the other
hand, the Conservatives had no seals in Newfoundland.
2Jim McGrath didn'l contest the 51. John's EaSi seal in 1965. He was successful when he ran in
1968 however, and he has been re-eleCied in every election since then. Hesl'rved as Minister 01
Fisheries in the shorl-lived Governmenl of Ihe Righi Honourable Joserh Clark, P.c. .lim is a
forceful speaker bOlh in the Houseandon Ihehllstingsand hiscon linllcdslIcccssineleclionspcaks
foritsc1f.
lForacomparisonoflhe volinginI962,1963andl905seei\ppcndixJ
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After the election, we received several letters of sympathy fror
former colleagues at Ottawa, but especially from my children who wer
saddened by the results. Marjorie was on night duty at the Halifax Infil
mary when she heard the news. She wrote me that night, but as she ha
known of the huge sums that Premier Smallwood announced he was gc
ing to receive from Prime Minister Pearson, and had also heard of th
Premier's extraordinary policy of not only giving the students c:
Memorial University free tuition but giving them salaries as well, sh
thought that we were up against insurmountable odds, and she wa
right.
When the radio announcer reported that Mr. Pearson had remark
ed that he expected St. John's East would be the hardest seat to win i
Newfoundland, Marjorie's daughter, Cissie, said:
"That's a great compliment 10 Granddady, you know."
The Prime Minister must have been surprised at losing in Nov
Scotia three of the five seats he had won in 1963. Margot, however, tol,
me that the newspapers she had read in Ottawa thought that I woull
win in St. John's East. Marjorie's oldest son, Tommy, was asked tl
make a speech in school. He chose as his subject the timely topic, "Th
Advantages and Disadvantages of a Minority Government". This elec
tion had resulted in giving Canada its third minority government iJ
three years.
The year had been a very busy one, what with the long session 0
the House of Assembly and the lengthy election campaign. I had beel
able to get to Ottawa several times, for Mae liked to be there sinc
Margot was now living there permanently with Carson, who was grow
ing into a very active lad. The rest of the family was scattered: Peter an,
Madeleine were living in the United States, Marjorie was in Halifax an,
Father Billy was teaching in Toronto. Edward was the only one Whl
had decided to stay in Newfoundland, for most of the year, at least.
In the fall of that year he began his fourth year of teaching a
Memorial University. He was very successful there. In addition to hi
classes he coached several sports, notably hockey and basketball. Th
Memorial hockey team, the Beothucks, coached by Orin Carver witl
Edward as assistant coach, won their first Boyle Trophy that year. Th
Beothuck's basketball team, which Ed coached, was victorious also
winning the St. John's Senior Championship for the second year in :
row.
Edward was a demanding coach. He expected his players to get t<
every practice and do their exercises and drills regularly, so as to be iJ
top condition. Like all coaches he was at times frustrated when players
for one reason or another, were unable or unwilling to come to practice
or even games. He realized and tried to get his players to realize, tha
discipline, training and team spirit were the keys to winning. He alsl
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had the general interest of his players at heart. I remember him telling
me on occasion that if students were having academic or financial dif-
ficulties, he would speak to other teachers or administrators, and on
many occasions he was able to get the problems resolved satisfactorily.
In addition to his university work, Ed was active in extramural
athletics. The year 1965 saw him elected as the president of the New-
foundland Basketball Association and re-elected as president of the St.
John's Amateur Basketball Association. Through these organizations
he worked for the development of the sport in Newfoundland. New
roads made it possible for teams to travel to compete in a larger number
of tournaments and gain valuable experience. Ed's interest was not
limited to basketball and hockey. At various times he participated in
and coached a variety of sports, among them baseball, tennis, curling,
and golf, although at this time his heavy schedule kept him from engag-
ing in those activities as much as he would have liked. Ed was still in the
Air Force, now as a Captain in the Reserve. Sometimes during the sum-
mer he worked at various Air Force camps throughout Canada - he
was particularly fond of the ones out in the western part of the country.
His work there consisted primarily in training the cadets in physical
education and sports.
Edward's first official contact with the Canadian National Sports
Team took place during this summer of 1965, when he was a member of
the Canadian delegation to the World Student Games in Budapest.
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While he was disappointed with the results, he felt that it was at least
beginning for Canadian participation; and that with proper training
the Canadian teams would be well able to hold their own. It was, in
cidentally, while he was in Hungary attending the Games that he decid
ed to try the Turkish baths as a means of losing some weight. A fellC'
delegate had told him that he had lost seven pounds in one session. A
Ed was 6' 2" and weighed about 220 pounds, he felt that he could pro
fitably shed a bit of extra weight in this relatively painless way. Ho'
successful he was he didn't say.
Edward was also continually concerned about my health. H
would tell me to eat carefully, watch my own weight, exercise sensibly
and especially take time off for a rest or a holiday.
Father Billy wrote me regularly during 1965 about his many variel
and interesting experiences. He was now the Assistant Dean at Regi
College, the Seminary for the Jesuits in Toronto. This was the year tha
the Catholic Church was changing the Mass from Latin to the ver
nacular. It was his duty to visit the Midland area of Ontario and tl
assist the priests and the parishes in the transition. On one occasion, h
travelled on a sled behind Father Hoskins, driving his ski-doo to Chris
tian Island, about four miles from the mainland where they went to ex
plain the changes to the Indian population. As the ice was bumpy anI
slushy in near the shore, it was not surprising that Billy was scared
especially after he had fallen into a pool of water. That was in earl:
March.
He was lecturing, holding seminars, and attending conferences no
only in Ontario but also in Michigan and Florida. Amongst his many in
teresting experiences was his attendance at an international conferenc.
of Alcoholics Anonymous where he heard moving speeches from th.
first woman member of the organization and from its distinguishe(
founder.
Many of his close acquaintances at the seminary who were tradi
tionally liberal in outlook, did not hesitate to express their disappoint
ment at the performance of the Pearson government. On the othe
hand, being conservative, Bill himself was pleased that John Diefen
baker had actually gained two seats more than in 1963. His friends wen
also following the struggle concerning the development of th.
hydroelectric potential of the Hamilton River - already known as the
"Brinco Scheme".
After the death of Sir Winston Churchill on January 25th, 1965
the House of Assembly very appropriately changed the name of th<
river and falls to Churchill River and Churchill Falls.
In 1965 Madeleine was the mother of seven children. She and hel
husband were finding things difficult. John was then forty-three yean
of age. Getting a new job at that age was hard, with so many young mer
graduating from university and technical schools. When he did get a jot
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it frequently didn't turn out to be a good one. In one case the wife of
the owner of the business where John had been taken on died shortly
afterwards, so the husband decided to move to California and leave the
business to his son. The son promptly engaged another person he knew
to take John's job. John became an American citizen. His waiting time
of five years was dropped because he had been a member of the United
States Armed Services. Despite their difficulties, he and Madeleine en-
joyed good health and the children did the same. These attended school
regularly and did well in their examinations. The oldest, Michelle,
represented her school in a spelling competition. She kept going until
the ninth round when she was asked the word "wassail", an archaic
English word rarely used in modern speech, which she had never heard
before. Her work was so good at school that she was recommended by
the Sisters at the convent which she attended to apply for a scholarship.
Madeleine invited Margot, Carson, Mae and me to visit them but
the election ruled that out for at least a couple of months. Father Billy,
however, on his way to Florida, changed planes in New York and spent
three hours with the family.
Madeleine was following the election, too, in the American papers.
It is not surprising that Pearson was preferred to Diefenbaker as Pear-
son had switched his policy and decided to take the controversial
Bomarc missiles. Diefenbaker was depicted as erratic. The Democrats
were still in office in the U.S.A. They were usually friendly with
Canada's Liberal party.
Peter was surprised to learn that I was a candidate in another
federal election. He had phoned our house in St. John's, but getting no
answer, had phoned Margot in Ottawa and learned that I was running
in St. John's East. He was more surprised at that. Although Peter had
been teaching music for many years, he had studied to be a performer
and not a teacher, so he decided to get a degree in music at the Universi-
ty of Jacksonville. He received all A's in his examinations and received
his degree in December, 1965. He soon started to work for his Master's
degree. Peter ·had spent ten years with excellent teachers in Toronto,
Paris and Vienna; and as he had heard all the best artists - soloists, or-
chestras, and opera companies - he had an unusually wide knowledge
of music. During our visits to Peter, I learned of his high reputation as a
teacher from one of his mature pupils; and from another piano teacher
who had two advanced pupils she wanted Peter to teach. Peter had four
daughters who were all fluently bilingual and gifted in many ways.
It will be seen that although I had lost the election, I had a large
family for whom we could and would try to help to fulfil their duties in
the best possible way.
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Chapter Twenty-Six
My Gratitude to Supporters - Formation of P.e. Ladies'
Association - Their Valuable Work - The P.C. Club -
Reflections on Success of Premier Smallwood's Long Period
in Office and Prime Minister Diefenbaker's Short Period -
The Smallwood-Pickersgill Combination - End of my A c-
tive Involvement in Politics - Another Volume Needed to
Complete the Record
Now that 1 have no more campaigns to contest or describe, 1 feel
that 1 ought to express my deep gratitude to those wonderful friends
who helped me in those years from 1949-1965. 1 have already done so to
those who, in 1949, in that short hectic campaign in St. John's West,
had the great courage to support me in public in the uncertain political
climate of that time. That election was the most important election for
me and it was a most important election for the people of New-
foundland. Premier Smallwood and his Attorney General had con-
spired to abolish my position as Judge of the Central District Court and
had me removed from the list of District Court judges that would be
paid and pensioned by the government of Ottawa.
When 1 resigned and entered the federal election campaign on the
6th of June as a P.C. candidate in the riding of St. John's West, just
three weeks before the election, 1 told the story of the Attorney General
and the Premier violating Term 30 of the Terms of Union. The Premier
launched a campaign of slander against me and threatened the people of
five settlements in the District of Ferryland that if they voted for me, no
government money would be spent there - "not one red cent."
Besides, he would know election night how they had voted. The people
were indignant and refused to be threatened and gave me a huge majori-
ty, which when added to the votes in the other parts of St. John's West,
made my election sure.
lt was a great victory for right and truth.
In that campaign and in eight other campaigns there was a small ar-
my of workers who encouraged and assisted me and I am very grateful
to them all. Many of these people, men and women, are no longer with
us, but I often think of them and their great contribution made in
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P.c. Ladies' Association members having afternoon tea.
L. to r. Phil'Winter, Mary Whitten (President), Mrs. Alan Parsons, Jean Marshall,
Miss Reid, Edith Alderdice, Josie O'Niell.
Members of P.c. Ladies' Association. Front row: Mrs. Albert Furey, Grace Wills,
Mary Whitten, Annie Buckley, Edna Murphy. Standing: Grace Sparkes and
Gerry Murphy.
in that first federal election. Two years later Miss Hesson came here
from Ottawa and helped our ladies form the P.e. Ladies' Association.
Mrs. Grace Sparkes was our first president and served in that capacity
for the first five years and later for another two years. She was a can-
didate in two federal and two provincial elections, first for the riding of
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:urin-Burgeo and then for the district of Burin. The riding of Burin-
:urgeo has never returned a P.C. candidate to Parliament. Grace
parkes is a graduate of two universities and a member of the Board of
~egents of Memorial University of Newfoundland. Her successors in
le office included Miss Kathleen Ayre (later Mrs. William Knowling),
tlrs. Thomas Whitten, Mrs. Thomas Williams, Mrs. Harvey Cole, and
tlrs. E. Carter. We called these ladies by their pet or Christian names,
tluffet, Mary, Teresita (Terry), Frankie, and Rosemary. Mention
hould also be made of Miss Annie Buckley who served as secretary for
:lany years. Our ladies used to hold card parties and dances to raise
unds for the payment of the expenses of those who travelled to
l1eetings in Newfoundland or to a national convention in Ottawa. In
Jrand Falls and Corner Brook we also had ladies' organizations.
To operate a party much greater organization is necessary than we
lsed to have in those days up to 1965, especially outside of the larger
·ommunities of Grand Falls, St. John's and Corner Brook. I don't
:now how it is now, but there should be smaller branches of the
lrganization in most settlements, even if they are to meet in each others'
lomes. My wife Mae used to stress the value of having these house
neetings from time to time, and she was right. We had done this for a
hort period in Mr. Alderdice's time, but never continued the policy.
Ne started again here in the Provincial campaign of 1951 with several
neetings in peoples' homes. They can be quite important and useful
~rior to an election, and for that matter during the years between elec-
Prime Minister and Mrs. Diefenbaker with provincial ladies. Tcrasita Williams from
51. John's is on his lefl.
In St. John's our Party established a headquarters in a handsome
Juilding adjoining Bannerman Park. In 1932 it had been the home of
Honourable James Ayre, a member of our government at the time. At
:he opening ceremony we had a very nice letter from Prime Minister
Diefenbaker conveying his best wishes for the success of this develop-
ment. Unfortunately it became a club, which meant having a liquor
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license. I never approved of that move. As a result of the way the clu1
was operated, some of the neighbours complained and eventually WI
had to abandon the club and sell (he building. The Party flourishe(
without it.
I have been asked:
"How did Joey manage to remain in dictatorial power so long despite the
obvious, terrible errors he made? How was it that corruption was swept
under the carpet? Why did so many fall for it and so few got out?"
Smallwood stayed so long in power because he had so many friend
and admirers in the country, and because there were so many peopll
who were afraid to say or do anything against him. When he firs
started his campaign in 1946, three years before Confederation, hi
never ceased to tell people of the blessings that union with Canad,
would bring. He kept repeating this with details in speeches in the Na
tional Convention, in two referendum campaigns, in the first provincia
election campaign in 1949, and also in the famous first federal electior
campaign.
There were not many folk in Newfoundland who didn't benefi
from Confederation. The old people loved the old age pensions as thes(
gave them a new feeling of independence. They also loved the old ag(
assistance. The married sons and daughters with whom the pensionen
lived also appreciated the increased income coming into their homes.
The young mothers with children up to 16 years of age loved tht
Premier for the family allowance cheques they received each month
Other benefits, from medicare to unemployment insurance, have beer
blessings due to our Confederation with Canada.
It did not matter to Mr. Smallwood who was in power in Ottawa
when benefits came to Newfoundland because, since we were now part
of Canada, those benefits would continue no matter which party was in
power. Nevertheless, in 1958, whilst the Liberal Government lost enor-
mous support in other parts of Canada, and our government won two-
thirds of the seventy-five ridings in Quebec, we only obtained two of the
seven seats in Newfoundland, the same number we had won in 1949 and
1957.
Mr. Smallwood was the chief dispenser of patronage in New-
foundland. He had a good example at Ottawa where in 1957, when we
went into office, out of one hundred senators there were only five
P.C.s, and these had been appointed by the government of R. B. Ben-
nett in 1935. The other ninety-five were all Liberals. It can be said, that
all the Lieutenant-Governors, all the Senators, all the judges in all the
courts of Canada, and all those in high administrative positions ap-
pointed in the period between 1935 and 1957, had been appointed by
the Liberal Government from among Liberal supporters. The premier
was now in a position to control the appointment of new judges to the
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courts of Newfoundland. Only his recommendations would be ac-
cepted.
Then there were the contracts for the supply of goods to govern-
ment institutions and millions of dollars for the construction of
buildings for the government, all controlled by the Premier. It used to
be said that Lundrigan's of Corner Brook built all the government
buildings west of Grand Falls, and Crosbie's company, all to the east. It
is safe to say that most of the contracts were given to Liberals during the
time that Mr. Smallwood was in office. In that way he made friends and
influenced people. Another form of patronage was the granting of
licenses to tavern owners. The identity of these people was revealed one
year when the Liberals held a ball and about ninety tavern owners
advertised on the program. Only Liberals need apply for liquor licenses!
Mr. Smallwood's industrial program also brought him friends and
supporters. It was an incredibly wasteful relief program. The construc-
tion and operation of the factories gave some work for a period of time
but I don't think that any of them ever made a cent for the government
and most of the loans were never repaid. This is a subject that could be
talked about for days. Every time that I had the chance, I proposed a
motion that we should have a public inquiry into those industries, but
no such inquiry ever took place. There was plenty of corruption and
dishonesty in connection with them, but though we tried hard to per-
suade the government to have an inquiry, it was always refused. Editors
of the daily newspapers in St. John's also demanded an inquiry and
argued that it was desirable, so that one could pick out the good in-
dustries from the bad. However, I'm not sure there were any good in-
dustries. The prosperity they were supposed to bring was always just
around the corner.
The ultimate explanation of Mr. Smallwood's prolonged stay in of-
fice can be found only in his character and abilities. He was immensely
knowledgeable, he was colorful, indefatigable and unconscionable. He
felt that he was chosen to lead Newfoundlanders into the promised
land. A former newspaperman, radio broadcaster, and writer, he had
tremendous skill as a propagandist and some of his followers stressed
the false idea that, should the Liberals be driven from office, all the
financial benefits - old age pensions, family allowances, et cetera -
would cease.
Three of the Premier's followers did leave him. There was Ted
Russell, the author of the Uncle Mose stories; Harold Horwood, who
also became a very popular author; finally Doctor Pottle, who was the
third to go. In the EVENING TELEGRAM of February 10th, 1973,
Ted Russell wrote an article in which he said this about J. R.
Smallwood:
"As Premier he took into his own hands power to which he had no moral
or constitutional right. He held so much power that people were actually
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afraid of him. "
In my opinion the quality of government in Newfoundland declin-
ed drastically after the first world war. Although Sir Richard Squires
was an able man, he had no experience in financial matters and no
reliable financial advisor. The scandals that developed during the time
he was in office led to the return of a mercantile government, first under
Walter Monroe and then under Honourable F. C. Alderdice. By 1932,
the economic situation had decayed so extensively that there was no
alternative to accepting the findings of the Royal Commission of 1933:
Great Britain took over the management of Newfoundland's debt, and
we were governed by a Commission appointed by Westminster. This
Commission restored the solvency of Newfoundland. I think that its
most notable achievements were the organization of a competent civil
service and the development of the cooperative movement, a movement
which encouraged people to save, if only on a small scale. It was strong-
ly supported by Sir John Hope Simpson. The movement declined dur-
ing the war and the years which followed but, I am happy to say, it is
prospering again today.
I have always felt that governments should encourage agriculture
to help people be as self-sufficient as possible. Commissioner Thomas
Lodge was favourable to this idea, and he developed an extensive land
settlement program. All too often however, the attitude of government
is similar to that of the Monroe government which, with one exception,
voted against accepting Sir Robert Bond's magnificent gift to the people
of Newfoundland: his estate at Whitbourne, which was a flourishing
model farm. I was the only one on the government side who favoured
accepting this bequest. After Confederation the government was slow in
adopting a sensible agricultural policy. When Mr. Smallwood decided
to tackle the agricultural question he favoured animal husbandry over
vegetable production. Nevertheless, one of the programs he established
- the swine breeding station - prospered for a long time.
I've also been asked:
"You were both in opposition and on the government side at Ottawa.
How do you feel our system of government works? Is there too much
done and given in order to remain in power or to secure power, for exam-
ple in a pre-election budget?"
I think the answer "yes" could be given to the last two questions
too frequently. I believe that governments should be frank and open
with the people, and that a government should try honestly to balance
the budget. This would have been my idea at all times, because over-
expenditure means paying interest on borrowed monies, and depreciates
the value of money and leads to inflation. The press and the Opposition
usually give a description to a budget. They call some a 'stand pat'
budget, and then of course there is the 'pre-election budget' which is so
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:onspicuous by goodies being handed out.
It was notorious that Mr. Abbott, then federal Minister of
Finance, although he did nothing very extravagant, did take the duty
)ff soft drinks and chocolate bars just before an election, and then put
:hem on again after the election was over. He always balanced his
Dudget.
I've also been asked:
"Why did Mr. Diefenbaker fail after winning the greatest number of
seats in Canadian history in the election of /958?"
He told one of our colleagues after the election of 1958:
"We have nowhere to go but down. "
There was no reason why we should have gone down so fast. We
lad won 208 seats in 1958, and surprisingly, fifty of these were in the
Jrovince of Quebec, the largest number our party had ever received
[rom that province. We could only owe such a number to the influence
)f Maurice Duplessis, the Premier of Quebec and leader of the Union
'lationale Party. Unfortunately Mr. Duplessis died on Sept. 7th, 1959.
~everal members went down to Trois Rivihes to attend his funeral. I
.vas one of them.
He was succeded by Paul Sauve, whose father had been a Conser-
lative politician and Postmaster General in the cabinet of R. B. Ben-
lett. Mr. Sauve had been a member of the Canadian Army in 1939 and
ill through the war, and had been a member of the Quebec Assembly
or thirty years. He had been the Speaker of the Assembly, and he had
llso been a member of the government of Mr. Duplessis. He was im-
nediately regarded as the ideal man to lead the Progressive Conser-
latives in the province of Quebec and become John Diefenbaker's first
ieutenant, much as Sir Georges Etienne Cartier had been for Sir John
A... Macdonald many years before. Unfortunately, the Fates were
Jnkind to us in that period, and Mr. Sauve died suddenly on the morn-
Ing of January 2nd, 1960. He was succeeded by Mr. Antonio Barrette
.vho was not in the same class as a politician as either Mr. Duplessis or
\1r. Sauve.
Honourable John Lesage, P.c., Mr. Smallwood's nemesis, was
~Iected leader of the Liberal Party in the Province of Quebec in May,
1958. He reorganized the Liberal Party so effectively that the Liberals
were successful in the provincial election in June, 1960. He took office
)n the 15th day of July as Premier and Minister of Finance, a position
which he was to hold for the next six years.
The general election of 1962 witnessed a strange phenomenon. The
Social Credit Party which had been wiped out in our sweep of 1958
:ame to life again, and won twenty six seats in the Province of Quebec,
two in Alberta, and two in British Columbia. The extraordinary vote
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for Social Credit in the province of Quebec was largely due to the
oratorical powers of Real Caouette, the Leader of the Social Credit Par-
ty in that province.
In Ontario our government lost much support by our decision to
scrap the Arrow, a supersonic fighter plane of which the Liberal
government had ordered five hundred at $2,000,000 each in 1953. Un-
fortunately, as frequently happens in these big orders, the costs ran
much higher than was expected and the best estimate in 1958 became
$7,000,000 per plane. In February, 1959, the Prime Minister formally
announced in Parliament that conditions had changed since the idea of
the Arrow had been conceived; the Soviet bomber threat was no longer
as serious as it had once been, and the government had decided to ac-
cept two squadrons of Bomarc B anti-aircraft missiles to use instead. It
was generally understood that these missiles would be armed with
nuclear warheads; otherwise, they would be useless. There was great
consternation at the airplane factory of A. V. Roe Company Limited at
the Prime Minister's announcement. The company got panicky and
dismissed thousands of workers immediately. They had gathered a large
group of skilled engineers for this big order. Now these had to be scat-
tered, most of them probably going to the United States. Although the
cancellation of the Arrow was considered advisable at the time, the pro-
blem was not solved by the approval of the Bomarc B missiles. These
were never supplied with the nuclear warheads. Mr. Pearson, who had
been opposed to the use of nuclear weapons, changed his opinion short-
ly before the general election of 1963, and said he would take them.
The day following his announcement, Prime Minister Diefenbaker
obtained a copy of some of the evidence that had been taken before a
subcommittee of the committee on appropriations in the House of
Representatives in the U.S. This contained statements by Secretary
McNamara to the effect that the Bomarc, after an enormous expen-
diture of several billions of dollars, was practically useless for the pur-
pose for which it was intended.
The public, as frequently happens, is not qualified to follow the
subtleties of arguments on technical matters but people were un-
doubtedly concerned about the safety of the country. Everyone realized
the devastating effects of nuclear missiles, and if the Russians were to
send airplanes with nuclear bombs or nuclear missiles, the people of
Canada would like to see them stopped from coming near the large cen-
tres of population. The fact that our government was split on this ques-
tion only lent anxiety to the minds of the people.
The matter which may be said to have driven the final nails into
Mr. Diefenbaker's political coffin concerned the resignation of Mr.
James Coyne, Governor of the Bank of Canada. Mr. Coyne disagreed
with the Government on several matters, including the large amount of
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'oreign capital pouring into Canada. It seemed to me most inap-
)ropriate for a man in his position to go around the country making
;peeches critical of government policy. The situation came to a head,
lOwever, when the Minister of Finance, Donald Fleming, learned that
he Governor had not vetoed a resolution of the Board of Directors
,vhich increased his pension from about $11,000 to $25,000 a year
,vithout the Minister being advised of the action.
There ensured a series of lengthy letters between the Minister and
vir. Coyne, who, when his resignation was demanded by the Minister
;ix months before his term expired, refused to resign. The Board of
)irectors voted nine to one against him. The one who voted for Coyne
,vas George Crosbie, whom I had recommended to be a member of the
30ard of Directors. Coyne was now in the position where he could say
hat he was fighting for all future governors of the Bank of Canada.
The Government brought in a bill with only one clause in it which
,aid, "the position of the Governor of the Bank of Canada is hereby
leclared vacant." It quickly passed through the various stages of the
-louse of Commons and went to the Senate. In the Senate it was refer-
ed to their Banking and Commerce Committee, and as was to be ex-
lected, with a preponderance of Liberal Senators, the bill was rejected.
vIr. Coyne then resigned his position. He had "his day in court" as they
ay, and his name was now cleared of any wrongdoing, and no bill
vould interfere with his pension.
Mr. Coyne's speeches had not been popular. They weren't
mderstood by most people, and those who did understand them were
lpposed to them. But yet our government, in a strange way, worked so
hat Coyne came out of the situation with more credit than we did. The
mblic sympathizes with a man who defends himself against great odds,
lot only for his own sake but for the sake of others who would come
fter them. At this time, Coyne was very popular with the staff of the
~ank of Canada, and probably with most of the civil servants, because
If the nature of his fight for his good name. To have passed this bill
vithout giving James Coyne the opportunity to state his defence would
lave been unjust. It was good for Coyne, and I think that it was good
or Parliament, that the Senate gave him a forum where he could pre-
ent his case. It was really a good thing for everybody when the Senate
cted on the recommendation of the Committee to reject the bill.
:Jranted that there was a preponderance of Liberal Senators in the
:enate, this was one time where it could be said that it came to the right
onclusion.
I notice that in his memoirs, Prime Minister Diefenbaker states
hat he had favoured granting James Coyne the right to appear before
he Banking and Commerce Committee, but said that as Mr. Fleming,
he Minister of Finance, had already refused such a procedure, he could
ot alter it. I could not help thinking when I read that statement how
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much better things would have been for us if the Chief had acted thl
same way two years earlier when the Minister of Justice was preparin!
to send reinforcements to Badger, the scene of the logger's dispute.
The events discussed in these last pages affected the election 0
1962 - which reduced Mr. Diefenbaker's majority forcing him to fom
a minority government - and of 1963, following which Lester PearsoI
became Prime Minister. They were not forgotten in the 1965 election. lr
spite of the bungling of the Liberal Government, Mr. Diefenbaker wa:
never able to regain his credibility with the voters of Central Canada 01
in Newfoundland.
While my last campaign ended in defeat - as had my first electioI
attempt in 1923 - there were some successes in the intervening years. lr
all I won seven elections; I was elected by acclamation once, an,
although I was seemingly narrowly defeated by R. Cashin in 1962, afte
an enquiry the results of that election were declared void. In the HOUSI
of Assembly I had been a member of Mr. Alderdice's Government an,
at Ottawa a member of Prime Minister Diefenbaker's. In many respect:
my years in politics had been the happiest years of my life.
As the Liberal regime in Newfoundland was then drawing to ,
close, there remains a period of nineteen years of great political interest
and many events that occurred during that time deserve to be recorded
It is my hope to be able to undertake the completion of the record in thl
near future.
I was fortunate, in that during some of the time that I was:
member in St. John's or in Ottawa, I was able to continue with my lega
work, although it didn't interest me as much as politics did. Today I an
still a practising member of the Law Society which I joined in October
1922. It was shortly after my withdrawal from active politics that I tel
minated my law partnership with Rex Renouf, Donald Mercer ani
Hugh Coady. My partners and our staff made me a presentation of :
clock radio and gave me a card of congratulations with these consolin;
verses:
Hearty Congratulations
And the best of luck to you!
You'll find time now
to do the things
You've always longed to do!
And may the years ahead be glad,
The best you can recall,
So the years of your retirement
Will be just the best of all!
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Well! In many ways I think they have been the best of all.
At First I had the ambition to write a history that would bring
Judge Prowse's work up to date. He had stopped in 1895. Then I
thought of confining my eFForts to the period which began when Sir
Robert Bond became Prime Minister in 1900. After a lot of reading and
writing, I decided to write about the period I knew best. The result has
been the production of these two volumes of memoirs. I have enjoyed
writing them. I hope my readers will enjoy reading them.
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APPENDIX A
EXTRACTS FROM HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
HANSARD REPORT for 1954 Vol. 1 p. 441-443 and p. 475
On Thursday, April 22nd, the Attorney General, Honourable L.
R. Curtis, spoke on the Address in Reply. He referred to me in flatter-
ing terms. Here is an extract from his Speech:
"Indeed I might say, Mr. Speaker, quite sincerely, that it was always a
pleasure to appear before my honourable friend. I always felt personally
very happy, and that I would receive at his hands, and that my clients
would receive, fair treatment, which they invariably did. I went before
the Central District Court, presided over by my learned friend, with
perfect confidence, in fact, much more so on occasions than when I went
before other courts not far from his. " (He was referring here to the
Supreme Court.)
"But he had unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, involved himself in a debate
which put me in an awkward position, because he expected me and the
party I was with to recommend him as one of the first Districl Court
judges. "
1 pointed out that I did no such thing. The Premier then came to
the help of his colleague by raising points of order.
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Eventually I produced the Terms of Union and offered them to the
Attorney General to read. He then blurted out this explanation:
"All I want to say, Mr. Speaker, is this - I had no intention, and the
Premier and this party had no intention of recommending to the Federal
Government as one of our first acts after we came into Confederation,
the promotion of a man who had deliberately tried his utmost to defeat
Confederation. "
Mr. Browne:
"Mr. Speaker, the Terms of Union were hardly signed and what did my
learned friend and his colleague do? They violated the Terms of Union
before the ink was dry!"
Later the Attorney General got a little more explicit when he said:
- (p. 475, col. 2)
"I would like to say one thing in reply to the honourable member. My
honourable friend says I interfered with the payment by the Federal
Government of the salary of the Judge of the Central District Court. I
might say that what we did do was intimate to Ottawa that it was the in-
tention of this Government to abolish that position, and that it would be
foolish, therefore, for any salary vote to be made for a position that we
had determined to abolish. As the honourable member knows the judge
in the Central District Court is quite a different position from the judge
of a County Court or District Court as such positions are found on the
Mainland. "
I replied:
"I know nothing of the kind, neither do you. "
MY COMMENT:
This is more curious than I had imagined. Neither Mr. Smallwood
nor Mr. Curtis had yet been elected to any Provincial office and they
were in effect able to change the law in advance, so that the House of
Commons, the Senate, the Canadian Parliament, and the Imperial
Parliament passed a law that would have no effect on the 31st of
March, 1949, because there was no money voted to pay the salary of a
judge of a District Court, who was functioning up until June 7th.
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APPENDIX B
RESULTS IN 4 ELECTIONS IN RIDINGS OUTSIDE ST. JOHN'S
Ridings 1949 1953 1957 1958
Bonavista-Twillingate
Bradley (L) 9,744 Pickersgill (L) 10,072 Pickersgill (L) 9,158 Pickersgill (L) 13,670
Dawe (PC) 1,415 Russell (PC) 2,564 Pinsent (PC) 1,347 Winter (PC) 4,323
Burin-Burgeo
C. Carter (L) 12,590 C. Carter (L) 11,017 C. Carter (L) Acclam. C. Carter (L) 11,360
Sparkes (PC) 1,090 Sparkes (PC) 1,481 Cole (PC) 4,847
Grand Falls-White Bay
Ashbourne (L) 12,301 Ashbourne (L) 13,654
Pond (PC) 1,878 Hicks (PC) 4,984 Ashbourne (L) 11,681 Granger (L) 16,328
Humber-St George's
Broomfield (PC) 3,810 Decker (PC) 10,129
~ Kent (L) 11,930 Batten (L) 12,526
0- Loughlin (PC) 1,451 Butler (PC) 3,612 Batten (L) 10,272 Batten (L) 13,468
Trinity-Conception Butler (PC) 5,080 Cahill (PC) 10,239
Stick (L) 10,929 Stick (L) 8,814
Cramm (PC) 3,149 Simmons (PC) 2,704 Stick (L) 8,360 Tucker (L) 12,599Russell (CCF) 707
Harnett (PC) 3,707 Harnett (PC) 8,897
Totals
Liberals 57,494 56,083 39,471 67,425
P. Conservatives 8,983 15,705 13,944 38,435
66,477 (CCF)
---"!!!2
72,495 53,415 105,860
Percentages (L) 86.5010 77.36010 73.9010 63.69010
(PC) 13.5010 21.66010 26.1010 36.31010
100.0% (CCF) ~
100.00010 100.0010 100.00010
APPENDIX C
CANADIAN DELEGAnON TO THE THIRTEENTH SESSION
to the UNITED NAnONS
16 September - 13 December, 1958
and 20 February - 13 March, 1959
CANADA
Representatives
H.E. The Hon. Sidney E. Smith, P.C., M.P., Q.c., Secretary of State
for External Affairs (Chairman of the Delegation)
Hon. W. J. Browne, P.c., M.P., Q.C., Minister without Portfoli<
(Vice-Chairman of the Delegation)
Mr. G. S. Thorvaldson, Q.C., Senator
Dr. R. P. Vivian, Member of Parliament
H.E. Mr. C. S. A. Ritchie, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten
tiary, Permanent Representative to the United Nations.
Alternative Representatives
Mr. H. N. Macquarrie, Member of Parliament
Mr. J. N. Tremblay, Member of Parliament
Mrs. W. T. Hayden
Mr. J. Morin, Q.C.
Mr. J. W. Holmes, Assistant Under-Secretary of State for External
Affairs
Parliamentary Observers
Mr. Maurice Allard, M.P.
Mr. W. Heward Grafftey, M.P.
Mr. M. A. Hardie, M.P.
Mr. S. Fleming, M.P.
Mr. G. Aiken, M.P.
Mr. H. M. Batten, M.P.
Mr. F. Howard, M.P.
Mr. Erhart Regier, M.P.
Mr. Walter Nesbitt, M.P.
Advisers
Mr. G. B. Summers, Department of External Affairs
Mr. R. E. Collins, Department of External Affairs
Mr. J. G. H. Halstead, Permanent Mission
Mr. J. S. Nutt, Embassy, Washington
Miss D. E. Osborne, Department of External Affairs
Mr. N. E. Currie, Permanent Mission
Mr. J. G. Hadwen, Permanent Mission
Mr. D. Monk, Department of Finance
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vIr. D. C. Arnould, Permanent Mission
vIr. W. T. Delworth
vIr. J. O. Parry, Department of External Affairs
vIr. A. E. Gotlieb, Department of External Affairs
vIr. P. D. Scott, Department of External Affairs
vIr. G. Mathieu, Permanent Mission
vIr. P. E. P. Bennett, Department of External Affairs
vIr. P. E. LaBerge, Department of External Affairs
vIr. A. M. Nicholson, Department of External Affairs
vIr. S. Morley Scott
vIr. W. F. S. Beattie
vIr. A. G. Campbell
)r. E. A. Watkinson
,ecretary of the Delegation
vIiss Fran<;oise Gagnon, Permanent Mission
APPENDIX D
RESOLUTION FROM NEWFOUNDLAND HANSARD FOR
MONDAY, JULY 20,
1959 VOL. 2 p. 708-709
"This house affirms the following statements of facts.
(I). Term 29 is an indispensable part of the terms under which
Newfoundland abandoned her ancient and honourable independence
Nithin the British Commonwealth to become a Province of Canada;
(2). Term 29 was accepted and adopted by the Parliament of
:::anada, the Parliament of the United Kingdom, and the duly con-
itituted authority of Newfoundland;
(3). Term 29 is embodied in the British North America Act,
°orms part of the Constitution of Canada, and by Canadians in general,
md Newfoundland in particular, must be considered to be as sacred as
my other clause of the Constitution;
(4). As Term 29 forms part of the Terms of Union, which Terms
Nere negotiated and signed by Canada and Newfoundland jointlY, no
:hange should be made in it except by joint decision of Canada and
'Iewfoundland through their properly constituted authorities, and
'Iewfoundland's rights under this Term should not be ended, amended
)f reduced without Newfoundland's consent freely made and freely
~iven;
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(5). Term 29 provided for the continuation of Newfoundland'
public services as they were found to be when the McNair Royal Com
mission made its report and recommendations. This continuation of th,
Province's public services is to be paid for by the Government 0
Canada, after the people of Newfoundland have borne to the Govern
ment of Newfoundland at least as great a burden of taxation, havin:
regard to their capacity to pay, as the people do in the nearby Maritim
Provinces; and this is to be done without qualification, and withou
limit of time;
(6). Term 29 is not for the purpose of dealing with the matte
of making Newfoundland's public services as good as those of th,
Maritime or any other Provinces, but deals only with the continuatiOl
of Newfoundland's public services as they were found to be by th,
McNair Royal Commission;
(7). Term 29 is not for the purpose of providing for any improve
ment in the levels and standards of Newfoundland's public services, a
they were found by the McNair Royal Commission, but only with thei
continuation;
(8). Term 29, and its strict and honourable enforcement, doe
not, and was not intended to, deprive Newfoundland of any grants 0
other forms of assistance made generally available to all or any numbe
of the other provinces of Canada, and does not in any sense or degrel
reduce Newfoundland's general rights as a province of Canada.
This house notes with deep regret that the present Government 0
Canada, through the announcement of the Prime Minister, and thl
legislation recently enacted, have without the consent of this house 0
of the government of this Province decided that the sacred rights pro
vided by Term 29 shall become null and void after 1962.
This house affirms its deep loyalty to the union of our two coun
tries (Canada and Newfoundland), to the terms of that union as the~
are written into the Constitution of Canada, and in particular to the
rights solemnly provided for Newfoundland in this Term. We canno
regard any legislation unilaterally adopted by the Parliament 0
Canada, or any oral or even written assurances of individual minister:
of the Government of Canada, as a substitute for Canada's Constitu
tion itself. As the elected representatives of the people of New
foundland we will strive by all proper means to procure in the Parlia
ment of Canada, which is our national Parliament, the unequivocal ac
ceptance of Term 29 as a solemn and abiding guarantee of the rights 0
Newfoundland, for which there can be no substitute. Our rights havl
been invaded by the Government of Canada, and we will not cease OUI
resistance until these rights have been fully restored."
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APPENDIX E
TABLE 21
Disposition of Persons Sent to Trial
Murder Statistics. Canada 1961-1970
1961 1963 1965 1967 1969 Total1962 1964 1966 1968 1970
Number of Persons N 0,70
senl to trial 263 323 313 377 373 1649
Percen. - Found or
declared insane 6.8 5.9 4.2 4.5 6.7 92 5.6
Acquitted 28.1 22.3 16.9 16.4 12.6 308 18.7
(a) Capital Murder 81l D TI TI 56 ]A
(b) Murder 6.1 16 1.0
(c) Non-Capital Murder 11.4 16.1 8.3 11.7 10.5 191 11.6
(d) Manslaughter (a) 2.3 2.5 3.2 2.9 2.1 43 2.6
(e) Other Offences (a) 0.4 0.3 2 0.1
Convicled 63.9 67.5 74.4 ~ 69.2 1160 70.3
Capital Murder & Executed 0] 2 0:1
Capital Murder & Commuled 3.9 5.9 4.5 0.5 0.3 46 2.8
Capital Murder, Sentenced
to life imprisonment
(underage 18) 0.4 1.2 1.0 0.3 9 0.5
Capital Murder Pending 0.8 0.3 0.5 5 0.3
Murder & Commuted 1.5 4 0.2
Non-Capital Murder 20.2 23.2 24.6 19.9 23.6 368 22.3
Manslaughter (a) 33.5 34.1 40.0 50.4 44.5 679 41.2
Other Offences (a) 3.0 2.8 4.5 4.0 0.3 47 2.9
Pending 1.1 4.3 4.5 4.0 11.6 89 5.4
Total 99.9 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.1 100.0
(a) Possibly reduced from an original charge of murder.
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APPENDIX F
THREE GOOD FRIENDS
KOSYGIN, CASTRO, & SMALLWOOD
Here is an illuminating extract from page 385 of "I Chose
Canada" by Premier J. R. Smallwood. This will show the close affinity
between Premier Alexei Kosygin of Soviet Russia, Premier Fidel Castro
of Cuba, and Premier Smallwood of Newfoundland:
"One of the greatest joys that / have known was that of introducing
for Memorial what was Canada's only project for giving free tuition to
all students. We began by making tuition free for the fourth, third, and
second years, with the intention of adding the first-year students as time
advanced and as we could afford the cost. Then, in addition, we paid an
allowance, which I insisted on calling salary, to the students in the third,
fourth, and fifth years. This was a modest monthly amount of $50 for
those whose homes were in or near St. John's and $/00 for those outside.
Our plan here, too, was to pay the salary to the whole of the student
body in the course of time. We were the only university in Canada, or, /
think, the United States, where this plan was in effect. We were intensely
proud of it, for our belief was then, and mine is now, that the welfare of
Newfoundland requires that every young man or woman capable of
benefiting adequately from it should be entitled, by right, to an educa-
tion of the best quality available. / wouldn't limit that principle to New-
foundland, either.
Alexei Kosygin, Premier of the Soviet Union, applauded me heartily
when / told him ofour program, but he told me that / was wrong in say-
ing that we were the only university in North America with free tuition
and salaries. He had just come to Newfoundland from Cuba, and he told
me that Fidel Castro had introduced the same plan into the universities
there. "
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1957 1958
APPENDIX G
1962 1963 1965
.j:>.
-..J
P.e. Lib. o. P.e. Lib. o. P.C. Lib. o. p.C. Lib. o. p.C. Lib. o.
Alberta 3 1 13 17
-
- 15 0 2 14 1 2 15 0 2
British Columbia 7 2 13 18 - 4 6 4 12 4 7 11 3 7 12
Manitoba 8 1 5 14 - - 11 1 2 10 2 2 10 1 3
New Brunswick 5 5 - 7 3 - 4 6 - 4 6 - 4 6 -
Newfoundland 2 5 - 2 5 - 1 6 - - 7 - - 7 -
Nova Scotia 10 2 - 12 - - 9 2 1 7 5 - 10 2 -
Ontario 61 20 4 67 14 4 35 43 7 27 52 6 25 51 9
P.E.I. 4 - - 4 - - 4 - - 2 2 - 4 - -
Quebec 9 63 3 50 25 - 14 35 26 8 47 20 8 56 11
Saskatchewan 3 4 10 16 - 1 16 1 - 17 - - 17 - -
North West Terr. - 1 - 1 - - - 1 - I - - - 1 -
Yukon - I - - 1 - 1 - - I - - 1 - -
112 105 48 208 48 9 116 99 50 95 129 41 97 131 37
TOTAL
*Others: Social Credit, N.D.P., Lib.-Lab., and Independents
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The Author, foreground, sampling fish with, clockwise: Prime Minister John
Diefenbaker, The Honourable All' Brooks, Davie Fulton, Douglas Harkness, and
S. M. Churchill.
APPENDIX J
General Meeting of the Progressive Conservative Association of Canada. Ottawa.
November 30. December 1st and 2nd, 1959.
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APPENDIX K
Sister Tomas d' Aquin wit h st udents of French
APPENDIX L
Relatives and friends who attended Father Billy's Ordination in Toronto, 1958. Stan-
ding, I. to r.: Two former students, Mrs. Helen Nolan, Mrs. Greene, the Author,
Father Billy, Mae, Edward, Margol, Arthur, Marjorie. Seated, I. 10 r.: Madeleine,
Mrs. Nolan's thlTe children.
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THE HONOURABLE WILLIAM JOSEPH BROWNE,
P.c., Q.c., B.A.Sc., B.A. (Oxon), LL.D.
Born, St. John's, Newfoundland, May 3, 1897
Attended schools of Irish Christian Brothers:
Holy Cross, 1902 to 1906
St. Bonaventure's College, 1906 to 1915
Boy Scouts, 1908
Council of Higher Education Scholarships:
Preliminary, Intermediate and Associated Grades
Jubilee Scholarship, 1915
Gold Medalist, Debating
Championship Cricket Team, 1913
Soccer Team, 1914
Corporal, Catholic Cadet Corps
University of Toronto, 1915 to 1918:
School of Practical Science
Vice President, Debating Union
Assistant Editor, "Varsity"
Treasurer, Newman Club
Member, "Big Brothers"
Corporal, Officers Training Corps, 1915 to 1918
President, Soccer League
President, Basketball Association
Graduated with Honours in Civil Engineering, B.A.Sc.
University of Oxford, 1919 to 1922 (Merton College):
Rhodes Scholar for Newfoundland, 1919
Member, University Debating Union
Member, St. Patrick's Society (Irish Club)
Member, Labour Club
Delegate for Newfoundland, Irish Race Conference in Paris, 1921
College Soccer Team
B.A. in Jurisprudence, 1921
Called to Bar, Gray's Inn, London, 1922
Newfoundland, 1922 to 1949:
Called to Bar, October, 1922
Practiced Law, 1922 to 1934
Assistant Clerk, House of Assembly, 1923 to 1924
Member, House of Assembly, 1924 to 1928
Drafted Workman's Compensation Bill, 1926
Member, House of Assembly, 1932 to 1934
Member of Government, 1932
Minister without Portfolio, 1932
Acting Minister of Finance, 1932
Acting Minister of Justice, 1933
491
Assistant Magistrate, Central District Court, 1934
Judge, Central District Court, 1935 to 1949
President, United Publishing Company, "The Watchman"
Vice Chairman, Libraries Board, 1935 to 1949
Vice Chairman, Board of Governors, Memorial College, 1935
to 1949
Chairman, Board of Hospital for Mental Diseases
Formed Boys' Welfare Society
Chairman, Lotteries Licencing Board
Organized Civil Service Association, 1936
Promoted Cooperative Credit Society
Promoted Civil Service Cooperative Insurance Society
Promoted Civil Service Cooperative Building Society
Grand Knight, Knights of Columbus
President, St. Bonaventure's College Old Boys Association
Contributor, Newfoundland Quarterly and other periodicals
Member of Parliament, Ottawa, 1949 to 1953
Member of House of Assembly, St. John's, 1954 to 1956 and 1956
to 1957
Member of Parliament, Ottawa, 1957 to 1958 and 1958 to 1962
Appointed Member of Privy Council of Canada, 1957
Minister without Portfolio
Leader of Canadian Delegation to Colombo Plan Conference at
Saigon, South Vietnam, October, 1957. Paid official visits to Prime
Minister Bandaranaike in Colombo, Ceylon, Prime Minister Nehru
in New Delhi, India, and Prime Minister at Karachi, Pakistan.
Vice Chairman, Canadian Delegation to the United Nations General
Assembly, New York, September to December, 1958.
Solicitor General of Canada, 1960 to 1962
Member of House of Assembly, 1962 to 1965
Received Honourary Degree of Doctor of Laws from Memorial
University of Newfoundland and was made Honourary Member of
the Benchers of the Law Society in Newfoundland, 1975
Married:
1924, Mary Grace Harris, daughter of the Honourable John Harris
and Mamie Harris (nee Jardine); Children: Marjorie, Madeleine,
Billy and Peter; (died 1930).
1933, Mary F. Roche, daughter of Richard Roche and Ellen Roche
(nee Flannery); Children: Edward and Mary Antonia (died 1936);
(died 1944).
1951, Margaret (Mae) Fleming (nee Buckley), widow of Sir Alan
Fleming, K.C.S.G., K.C.; (died 1970).
1973, Norah Renouf (nee Elphinstone), widow of G. Rex Renouf.
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Memoirs of
William J. Browne, P.C., Q.C., LL.D.
A most welcome and rewarding continuation of
perhaps the most complete private and public
Memoirs of any notable Newfoundland figure of
our century. 1 commend it warmly to all readers
of its predecessor as well as to anyone interested
in the crowded and often turbulent years between
1949 and 1965, described here by one uniquely
qualified to do so.
G. M. Story
Professor of English
Memorial University of Newfoundland
Reviewers' comments on Volume 1 of the Memoirs
of the Honourable W. J. Browne
'Make no mistake.... this is an important
book. It should be read by anybody who is in-
terested in the life and politics of Newfoundland
during the five decades with which it deals.'
Hon. Edward Roberts
Newfoundland Quarterly
'One of the most intriguing portions of the
Browne memoirs deals with the political debacle
of the early 1930's.... Browne, as a member of
the last House of Assembly, 1932-1934, and a
member of the cabinet of Prime Minister F. C.
Alderdice, was in the thick of events.'
Michael Harrington
Evening Telegram
$19.95
